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we will be able to fill the whole Cham-
ber up. Let us keep rolling. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
everybody for joining us tonight for a 
very important Special Order. 

f 

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE 
SENATE 

A further message from the Senate 
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agreed to the 
amendments of the House to the 
amendment of the Senate to the text of 
the bill (H.R. 3971) ‘‘An Act to provide 
assistance to individuals and States af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina.’’ 

f 

ABLE DANGER FAILURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
REICHERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
WELDON) is recognized for 60 minutes. 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise tonight to talk to our 
colleagues and through our colleagues 
to the American people about an issue 
that troubles me greatly. 

I have been in this institution 19 
years, and during those 19 years I have 
been on the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices. Currently, I am the vice chairman 
of that committee and chairman of the 
subcommittee that oversees the pur-
chase of our weapons systems. In the 
past I have chaired the research sub-
committee. I have chaired the readi-
ness subcommittee, and I have spent 
every available hour of my time work-
ing to make sure that our military 
troops were properly protected and 
have the proper equipment and train-
ing. 

I am a strong supporter of our mili-
tary. Whether it was in the last 2 years 
of the Reagan administration, the four 
years of the Bush administration, the 8 
years of the Clinton administration, or 
the current administration of Presi-
dent George W. Bush, I have been a 
strong supporter of our military. I am 
a strong supporter of President Bush. I 
campaigned for him. I am a strong sup-
porter of Secretary Rumsfeld. I say all 
of that, Mr. Speaker, because tonight I 
rise to express my absolute outrage 
and disgust with what is happening in 
our defense intelligence agencies. 

Mr. Speaker, back in 1999 when I was 
Chair of the defense research sub-
committee, the Army was doing cut-
ting-edge work on a new type of tech-
nology to allow us to understand and 
predict emerging transnational ter-
rorist threats. That technology was 
being done at several locations, but 
was being led by our Special Forces 
Command. The work that they were 
doing was unprecedented. And because 
of what I saw there, I supported the de-
velopment of a national capability of a 
collaborative center that the CIA 
would just not accept. 

In fact, in November 4 of 1999, 2 years 
before 9/11, in a meeting in my office 
with the Deputy Secretary of Defense, 

Deputy Director of the CIA, Deputy Di-
rector of the FBI, we presented a nine- 
page proposal to create a national col-
laborative center. When we finished the 
brief, the CIA said we did not need that 
capability, and so before 9/11 we did not 
have it. 

When President Bush came in after a 
year of research, he announced the for-
mation of the Terrorism Threat Inte-
gration Center, exactly what I had pro-
posed in 1999. Today it is known as the 
NCTC, the National Counterterrorism 
Center. But, Mr. Speaker, what trou-
bles me is not the fact that we did not 
take those steps. 

What troubles me is that I now have 
learned in the last 4 months that one of 
the tasks that was being done in 1999 
and 2000 was a top-secret program orga-
nized at the request of the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, carried out by 
the general in charge of our Special 
Forces Command, a very elite unit fo-
cusing on information regarding al 
Qaeda. It was a military language ef-
fort to allow us to identify the key 
cells of al Qaeda around the world and 
to give the military the capability to 
plan actions against those cells so they 
could not attack us as they did in 1993 
at the Trade Center, at the Khobar 
Towers, the U.S.S. Cole attack, and the 
African embassy bombings. 

What I did not know, Mr. Speaker, up 
until June of this year, was that that 
secret program called Able Danger ac-
tually identified the Brooklyn cell of al 
Qaeda in January and February of 2000, 
over 1 year before 9/11 every happened. 
In addition, I learned that not only did 
we identify the Brooklyn cell of al 
Qaeda, but we identified Mohamed Atta 
as one of the members of that Brook-
lyn cell along with three other terror-
ists who were the leadership of the 9/11 
attack. 

I have also learned, Mr. Speaker, 
that in September of 2000, again, over 1 
year before 9/11, that Able Danger team 
attempted on three separate occasions 
to provide information to the FBI 
about the Brooklyn cell of al Qaeda, 
and on three separate occasions they 
were denied by lawyers in the previous 
administration to transfer that infor-
mation. 

Mr. Speaker, this past Sunday on 
‘‘Meet the Press,’’ Louis Freeh, FBI Di-
rector at the time, was interviewed by 
Tim Russert. The first question to 
Louis Freeh was in regard to the FBI’s 
ability to ferret out the terrorists. 
Louis Freeh’s response, which can be 
obtained by anyone in this country as 
a part of the official record, was, Well, 
Tim, we are now finding out that a top- 
secret program of the military called 
Able Danger actually identified the 
Brooklyn cell of al Qaeda and Moham-
med Atta over a year before 9/11. 

And what Louis Freeh said, Mr. 
Speaker, is that that kind of action-
able data could have allowed us to pre-
vent the hijackings that occurred on 
September 11. 

So now we know, Mr. Speaker, that 
military intelligence officers working 

in a program authorized by the Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the 
general in charge of Special Forces 
Command, identified Mohammed Atta 
and three terrorists a year before 9/11, 
tried to transfer that information to 
the FBI were denied; and the FBI Di-
rector has now said publicly if he 
would have had that information, the 
FBI could have used it to perhaps pre-
vent the hijackings that struck the 
World Trade Center, the Pentagon, and 
the plane that landed in Pennsylvania 
and perhaps saved 3,000 lives and 
changed the course of world history. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight because 
we have been trying to get the story 
out about Able Danger and what really 
happened. Unfortunately, Mr. Speaker, 
I have to rise tonight to tell you that 
as bad as this story is, and as bad as it 
is that the data was not transferred to 
the FBI, and as bad as it is that the 9/ 
11 Commission totally ignored this en-
tire story and referred to it as histori-
cally insignificant even though it was 
authorized by the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, even though 
Louis Freeh has now said it could have 
provided information to prevent the at-
tack against us, the 9/11 Commission 
ignored it. Not because the commis-
sioners ignored it, but because someone 
at the staff level on the 9/11 Commis-
sion staff decided for whatever reason 
that they did not want to pursue the 
Abel Danger story. 

Mr. Speaker, in August and Sep-
tember I met with the military offi-
cials involved with Abel Danger and 
one by one they told their story, until, 
Mr. Speaker, leaders in the Defense In-
telligence Agency, including the dep-
uty director, decided they do not want 
the story told. I think because they 
perhaps are fearful of being embar-
rassed and humiliated. 

So what direction had they taken, 
Mr. Speaker? 

They have gagged the military offi-
cers. They have prevented them from 
talking to any Member of Congress. 
They have prevented them from talk-
ing to the media. And the Defense In-
telligence Agency has began a process 
to destroy the career and the life of 
Lieutenant Colonel Anthony Shaffer. 

Now, it might be easy for us to ig-
nore this, Mr. Speaker. We all have 
busy careers and worry about reelec-
tions every 2 years and worry about 
our own families and our jobs. But I 
cannot do that in this case and neither 
can this body, and neither can the 
other body. You see, Lieutenant Colo-
nel Shaffer took an oath to defend our 
Constitution. He took the words ‘‘duty, 
honor, country’’ seriously and devoted 
23 years of his life in four deployed in-
telligence operations of our military to 
protect America. 

During the time he served our coun-
try, he has received the Bronze Star, 
an award that does not come easily, for 
showing acts of courage, leadership, 
and bravery in the course of his activi-
ties. 
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He has received public commenda-
tions from previous directors of the De-
fense Intelligence Agency, including 
General Patrick Hughes, including gen-
erals at Special Forces Command, and 
including Admiral Wilson of the De-
fense Intelligence Agency. He has re-
ceived dozens of letters and commenda-
tions for his work. The laudatory com-
ments I reviewed in his files are unbe-
lievable. 

But, you see, Mr. Speaker, there is a 
problem. The Deputy Director of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency was in a 
meeting with Lieutenant Colonel 
Shaffer almost a year before 9/11, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer showed him 
a disk in his office with information 
about al Qaeda and Mohammed Atta, 
and the Deputy Director of the Defense 
Intelligence Agency stopped the brief-
ing and said, you cannot show me that. 
I do not want to see it. It might con-
tain information I cannot look at. 

Now, Tony Shaffer was not in the 
room alone, Mr. Speaker. There were 
other people, and we know their names. 
So we have witnesses. Now, the Deputy 
Director has denied that meeting and 
denied he was there and denied this 
particular story, but the fact is he 
knows that we are going to pursue it. 

So what has happened to Lieutenant 
Colonel Shaffer, Mr. Speaker? The De-
fense Intelligence Agency has lifted his 
security clearance. One day before he 
was to testify before the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, in uniform, 
they permanently removed his security 
clearance. And now our Defense Intel-
ligence Agency has told Colonel 
Shaffer’s lawyer that they plan to seek 
a permanent removal of his pay and his 
health care benefits for him and his 
two children. Why, Mr. Speaker? Be-
cause Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer, like 
Commander Scott Philpot of the Navy, 
like J. D. Smith, and like a host of 
other Able Danger employees, has told 
the truth. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I sat here in the 
1990s and I sat here during the 9/11 in-
vestigation and watched a ridiculous 
situation develop with Sandy Berger, 
the National Security Adviser under 
President Clinton. He walked into the 
National Archives before he was to tes-
tify before the 9/11 Commission looking 
through documents. He took docu-
ments out of the archives and stuffed 
them in his socks and pants so that no 
one would see them as he left the Na-
tional Archives. Now, that is a felony, 
tampering with Federal documents and 
removing classified information re-
garding our security and information 
that the 9/11 commission needed to see. 

Sandy Berger initially lied about it. 
He said he did not do it. Then he ad-
mitted it, and he was given a punish-
ment. And, oh, by the way, his security 
clearance was temporarily lifted, but 
he will get it back again, for lying, for 
stealing, and for committing an act of 
outrage against our country’s security. 
Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer, a Bronze 
Star 23-year military veteran, simply 

told the truth and now his life is being 
ruined. 

His career is ended. He is no longer in 
military intelligence. They have taken 
his security clearance, and they are 
about to destroy him as a person. They 
are about to deny him the basic health 
care and the salary that he has earned, 
and they are doing it in this way. This 
is outrageous. It is evil. They do not 
want to fire Tony because they also do 
not want him to talk to the media. So 
by suspending him and removing his 
pay and his health care, they hurt him 
bad, but he cannot talk because he is 
under suspension and his lawyer has 
advised him that to talk to the media, 
to talk to Members of Congress, even 
when he is not being paid, would cause 
him further problems and totally pre-
vent him from ever having this gross 
problem reversed. Mr. Speaker, this is 
outrageous. Mr. Speaker, this is not 
America. 

Over my 19 years in Congress, I have 
led 40 delegations to the former Soviet 
Union. I have sat in the face of the So-
viet Communists and confronted them 
on full transparency. I sat at the table 
with President Lukashenko of Belarus, 
who has been called by our Secretary 
of State the last dictator in Europe. I 
took both delegations to North Korea, 
Mr. Speaker, and sat across the table 
from Kim Gye Gwan and I told him we 
abhor the way they treat their people, 
the way they lie about what is hap-
pening, and the way they distort infor-
mation. 

Mr. Speaker, I took three delegations 
to Libya to meet with Qadhafi, and I 
told him that we are absolutely out-
raged at what Libya did in helping 
complete the Lockerbie bombing and 
the bombing of the Berlin nightclub. 

You know, Mr. Speaker, I never 
thought I would have to take the floor 
of this Chamber and make the same 
statements about the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency. As a supporter of the 
President, as a supporter of the mili-
tary, Mr. Speaker, if we allow this to 
go forward, then we send the signal to 
every man and woman wearing a uni-
form that if you tell the truth, you will 
be destroyed if a career bureaucrat 
above you does not like what you are 
saying. If you tell the truth, we will 
take your health care benefits away 
from your kids. If you tell the truth, 
we will ruin you. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not America. Mr. 
Speaker, this is not what I have been 
told by Secretary Rumsfeld that we are 
doing with our troops in protecting 
them, in giving them the best equip-
ment and the best training. This is not 
what I spend hours in committee hear-
ings on. This sends the wrong signal to 
America’s troops. It tells them, do not 
be honest. Do not respect the fact that 
you have to be truthful. If there is 
somebody that the truth offends, then 
you better be silent. 

Mr. Speaker, I have today asked for 
an independent investigation of the De-
fense Intelligence Agency and their ef-
forts at destroying Tony Shaffer’s life. 

This is outrageous, Mr. Speaker. They 
trumped up charges against him. They 
said while he was overseas in Afghani-
stan, forward deployed, that he for-
warded cell phone calls from his offi-
cial phone to his personal phone; and 
when they checked that out, it ran up 
a cost to the taxpayers of about $60. 
The second verbal charge they gave 
him was that he went to a course at 
the Army War College and he got reim-
bursed for his travel, his mileage and 
tolls, 100-some dollars. And they said 
he received a commendation for which 
he was not entitled, even though it was 
signed by his commanding officer and 
the acting Secretary of the Army. 

But they went beyond that, Mr. 
Speaker. They went beyond that with 
this man. They said he had $2,000 of 
debt, personal debt. Well, I would like 
to have every Pentagon employee to-
morrow, I would like to have the senior 
leadership show us what debt they have 
in the Defense Intelligence Agency so 
we can make that public. 

They even went to this length, Mr. 
Speaker: the Defense Intelligence 
Agency wrote in an official document 
that Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer stole 
public property. A serious charge. Well, 
when you check what that public prop-
erty was, it was an assortment of pens, 
government pens. But what they did 
not say in the Defense Intelligence re-
port was that he took those pens when 
he was 15 years of age and was with his 
father when he was on assignment at 
one of our embassy outposts. He took 
the pens to give to other students at 
the school when he was 15 years of age. 
And by the way, Mr. Speaker, it was 
Tony Shaffer himself who admitted to 
that thievery when he applied for his 
security clearance. So the Defense In-
telligence Agency knew that during his 
entire career of 23 years, but they put 
that in the document against him. 

This is a scandal, Mr. Speaker. It is 
an outrage. It is a travesty. Everyone 
that worked with Tony Shaffer, the 
Navy officers, the private citizens have 
all said the same thing. This is a scan-
dal to get Tony Shaffer because he has 
told the truth. 

Now, this Defense Intelligence Agen-
cy and this Deputy Director had the 
audacity to have their legal counsel 
send Tony Shaffer’s lawyer a letter on 
September 23. I cannot put that letter 
in the RECORD because it is privileged 
information, but it will eventually 
come out. But in that letter, in the sec-
ond to last paragraph, the legal counsel 
for the Defense Intelligence Agency 
says to Mr. Shaffer’s lawyer, he cannot 
receive any more classified informa-
tion from the Defense Intelligence 
Agency because I checked and his secu-
rity clearances have all been removed. 
Therefore, he is not allowed to look at 
anything that is secret or confidential. 

Now, that is a letter sent by the gen-
eral counsel of the DIA on September 
23 of this year. Two weeks later, Mr. 
Speaker, to show the stupidity of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency, they send 
seven packages to Mr. Shaffer’s lawyer 
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of his personal belongings, which the 
Deputy Director of the DIA told my 
staff 3 months ago did not exist any 
more. And in those seven boxes, Mr. 
Speaker, were five classified memos. 
The Defense Intelligence Agency sent 
five classified memos to Lieutenant 
Colonel Shaffer, which they told him 
on September 23 he was not allowed to 
have access to. 

Mr. Speaker, that is a felony; and I 
have asked the Inspector General and 
the legal officials to investigate and 
prosecute the Defense Intelligence offi-
cials who sent five classified docu-
ments through the mail or by hand de-
livery to Tony Shaffer. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, in its absolute 
total stupidity, included in those boxes 
$500 worth of Federal property, includ-
ing a multi-hundred dollar GPS system 
owned by the Federal Government, 
which they sent to Tony Shaffer, I 
guess to keep. They also sent, Mr. 
Speaker, 25 pens, brand new, and 
marked on them is ‘‘Property of the 
U.S. Government.’’ The Defense Intel-
ligence Agency, in its absolute utter 
stupidity, sent Tony Shaffer Federal 
property which they accused him of 
taking when he was 15 years of age. 

Mr. Speaker, there is something des-
perately wrong here. There is a bu-
reaucracy in the Defense Intelligence 
Agency that is out of control. They 
want to destroy the reputation of a 23- 
year military officer, Bronze Star re-
cipient, hero of our country, with two 
kids because people in defense intel-
ligence are embarrassed at what is 
going to come out. 

And what is going to come out, Mr. 
Speaker? Well, we are going to find 
out, Mr. Speaker, that that unit, Able 
Danger, not only identified Mohammed 
Atta before 9/11, not only did they try 
to pass that information to the FBI, 
not only was that large data destroyed 
in the summer of 2000, but now, Mr. 
Speaker, I can add a new dimension to 
this whole story. Yesterday, Mr. 
Speaker, I met with another Able Dan-
ger official. I was not aware of this offi-
cial’s knowledge because he does not 
live within the Beltway. 

This official, Mr. Speaker, has impec-
cable credentials. I cannot reveal his 
name today. I will to any Member of 
this body, any of our colleagues that 
want to come to me, I will tell you pri-
vately who this official is, and you will 
agree with me when I tell you his name 
that he has impeccable credentials. 
This official yesterday, Mr. Speaker, in 
a meeting in my office, told me that he 
has never been talked to by the Pen-
tagon. He has never been talked to by 
the Defense Intelligence Agency in 
their supposed investigation. He has 
never been talked to by the 9/11 Com-
mission staff in their investigation; yet 
this official had a leadership position 
in Able Danger. 

This official told me that there is a 
separate cache of information collected 
from over 20 Federal agencies in 1999 
and 2000 on Able Danger that still may 

exist. Now, the Pentagon has told us 
all this material was destroyed, and 
now I have a senior official telling me 
there is a second pot of information 
that may well still exist. 

Furthermore, at the hearing over in 
the Senate Committee on the Judici-
ary, when Senator SPECTER asked why 
this data was destroyed, the witness 
who destroyed the data said, well, I 
was told that we could not keep this 
data for more than 90 days because it 
might involve information that con-
tains U.S. persons, so we had to destroy 
it. 

b 2045 

Well, I found out that is not the 
story. The reason the data was de-
stroyed was because Special Forces 
Command asked the Army for that 
data and within a matter of days, that 
data was destroyed so the Army would 
not pass it to Special Forces Command. 
Yet there still is, was and I hope still 
is a massive pot of data. 

But furthermore, that official that I 
talked to yesterday will also say that 
there was no 90-day requirement, as 
was testified before the Senate Com-
mittee on the Judiciary. He said on a 
regular basis they kept information 
from Able Danger data mining for 
months and months and months. In 
fact, he will say he had a discussion 
with a lawyer in DOD named Schiffren 
who told him do not worry about it, 
just fill out a document, sign your 
name that you need it, put it in the 
box, and you can keep it as long as you 
want. 

Mr. Speaker, that is entirely con-
tradictory to what the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency has been telling us, to 
what DOD has been telling us. Now we 
have someone who is willing to come 
forward and say that 90-day period is 
not real, they kept Able Danger infor-
mation for months and months and 
months. 

Mr. Speaker, there is something des-
perately wrong here. A sitting Presi-
dent of the United States resigned his 
position because he tried to cover up a 
third-rate burglary when some low- 
level operatives from the Republican 
committee to reelect him broke into 
the Democrat headquarters in Wash-
ington, D.C. No one was killed. No 
money was stolen. No State secrets 
were stolen. It was a third-rate bur-
glary, but it caused the resignation of 
President Richard Nixon. 

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about 
the deaths of 3,000 Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about 2.5 
terabytes of data about al Qaeda. That 
is equal to one-fourth of all of the 
printed material in the Library of Con-
gress. 

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about 
Mohammed Atta and three of the ter-
rorists that attacked us on 9/11. 

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about 
military intelligence officers, including 
an Annapolis graduate who will com-
mand one of our destroyers in January 
of 2006 who risked his entire career to 

state on the record I will swear until I 
die that I saw Mohammed Atta’s face 
every day starting in January of 2000, a 
year and a half before 9/11. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not somebody off 
the street, this is a graduate of Annap-
olis, a 23-year Naval officer who will 
command one of our destroyers in Jan-
uary who is agreeing with Lieutenant 
Shaffer. We have three other people 
who have testified under oath that 
they saw the same photograph, and the 
person I met yesterday will testify that 
he had the name of a Mohammed Atta 
before 9/11 but not the face. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not some third- 
rate burglary coverup. This is not some 
Watergate incident. This is an attempt 
to prevent the American people from 
knowing the facts about how we could 
have prevented 9/11 and people are cov-
ering it up today. They are ruining the 
career of a military officer to do it and 
we cannot let it stand. I do not care 
whether you are Democrat or Repub-
lican, you cannot let a lieutenant colo-
nel’s career be ruined because of some 
bureaucrat in the Defense Intelligence 
Agency. If we let that happen, then no 
one who wears the uniform will ever 
feel protected because we will have let 
them down. Anyone who wears the uni-
form of this country who is serving 
today expects us to back him or her up 
and that is not happening. We are see-
ing lying, distortion. 

Mr. Speaker, do you know, Wolf 
Blitzer on CNN told my staff that a De-
partment of Defense employee told him 
that Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer was 
having an affair with one of my em-
ployees. How low can we go, Mr. Speak-
er? How low can we go to allow this De-
fense Department to try to ruin the 
reputation and the personal life of a 
lieutenant colonel with a Bronze Star? 
To Wolf Blitzer, Mr. Speaker. 

We need to know the name of that 
defense official who told Wolf Blitzer 
who told my staff, and he is not the 
only one. I have other media people 
who will come forward in this grand ef-
fort to destroy the reputation of a uni-
formed military officer, to create scan-
dalous accusations. He does not even 
know my staff, to accuse him of steal-
ing pens when he was 15, to take away 
his health care benefits for his two kids 
because he is telling the truth. 

What do we stand for if not the 
truth? Is it more important that we be 
politically correct? Is it more impor-
tant that I not rock the boat because 
my party is in the White House, be-
cause I campaigned for Bush, and sup-
port Don Rumsfeld. Is that more im-
portant? If that is more important, I do 
not want to be here. I will leave. I will 
leave my post, but I will not do it until 
we get justice for this man and for 
these people who the 9/11 Commission 
called historically insignificant. 

Mr. Speaker, there is something 
wrong inside the Beltway. 

Mr. Speaker, there is something des-
perately wrong when a military officer 
risks his life in Afghanistan time and 
again, embedded with our troops under 
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an assumed name with a false beard 
and a false identity, forward deployed 
with our troops, gets castigated, gets 
ridiculed, gets some low life scum at 
the Pentagon spreading malicious lies 
about this individual, and then say to 
his lawyer, we are going to take away 
his health care benefits, we are going 
to take away his salary. 

Mr. Speaker, if we allow this to stand 
as Democrats and Republicans, then 
none of us deserve to be here. When we 
all go overseas and meet the troops, we 
tell them how proud we are of them. 
We provide funding for them. We give 
them training and take care of their 
families. What we are allowing to hap-
pen right now is the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency to ruin the career and 
the life of a man who spent 23 years 
protecting his Nation. If Lieutenant 
Colonel Shaffer was telling this story 
alone in a vacuum, that would be one 
thing. But he has been corroborated 
over and over again. I have met with at 
least 10 people who fully corroborate 
what Tony Shaffer says. Those meet-
ings with the FBI, the FBI employee 
still works there and she told the Sen-
ate Committee on the Judiciary, I set 
those meetings up with the FBI to 
transfer information about al Qaeda 
and Able Danger. So she is still there 
and she testified. 

What we have here, I am convinced of 
this now, is an aggressive attempt by 
CIA management to cover up their own 
shortcomings in not being able to do 
what the Able Danger team did: They 
identified Mohammed Atta and the al 
Qaeda cell of Brooklyn 1 year before 
9/11. But even before that, as the story 
unfolds, you are going to hear the story 
that they also identified the threat to 
the USS Cole 2 weeks before the attack, 
and 2 days before the attack were 
screaming not to let the USS Cole come 
into the harbor at Yemen because they 
knew something was about to happen. 

Mr. Speaker, bad news never comes 
easy; but in a democracy, the bad news 
has to come out so we can make sure it 
does not happen again. 

Mr. Speaker, this whole thing start-
ed, not to embarrass anyone, this 
whole thing started because none of us 
knew that Mohammed Atta was identi-
fied before 9/11. It started because this 
Congress, this body in particular, tried 
to establish what is now in place back 
in 1999, a national collaborative center, 
but the CIA said we did not need it. 
The American people deserve to have 
the answers here. They deserve to 
know why 3,000 people died. They de-
serve to know what we could have done 
and should have done to better prepare 
ourselves and to work to prepare for 
the next incident. The American people 
need to know where those multiple 
terabytes of data is. Is it still being 
used? We know in January of 2001, Gen-
eral Shelton was given a 3-hour brief-
ing on Able Danger. So even if they de-
stroyed the data back in the summer of 
2000, in January of 2001 there was 
enough material to give General 
Shelton, Commander of the Joint 
Chiefs, a 3-hour briefing. 

Mr. Speaker, there is something here. 
I am not a conspiracy theorist, but 
there is something desperately wrong, 
Mr. Speaker. There is something out-
rageous at work here. This is not a 
third-rate burglary of a political cam-
paign headquarters. This involved what 
is right now the covering up of infor-
mation that led to the deaths of 3,000 
people, changed the course of history, 
led to the invasion of Iraq and Afghani-
stan, and has disrupted our country, 
our economy and people’s lives. 

Mr. Speaker, we could ignore this. I 
cannot. If it means I have to resign 
from this body, I will resign. I will not 
allow, after 19 years in this body and as 
a vice chairman of the Committee on 
Armed Services, bureaucrats in the De-
fense Intelligence Agency to concoct 
stories, to talk about the theft of pens 
when this lieutenant colonel was 15 
years old, to talk about this man’s per-
sonal debt of $2,000. I would hate to 
check the indebtedness of Members of 
Congress. I know mine is more than 
$2,000. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not America. I 
had a group of college students down 
from Drexel University. There were 
about 20 of them, including representa-
tive students from eight other nations. 
We talked about this. Of course we 
have talked about all of the problem 
countries in the world. We talk about 
our values as a Nation, the need for a 
democracy to have people involved, to 
have transparency, to have people who 
respect the rule of law and the Con-
stitution. 

How do I tell them that is what is 
working here, Mr. Speaker, when the 
Pentagon says that these people who 
simply want to tell the truth are not 
allowed? They are saying it is for clas-
sified purposes, yet the DOD lawyer on 
the Senate side there is nothing classi-
fied about any of the information. It is 
not about classified programs. I would 
be the last to want to see anything 
classified revealed. I have seen many, 
many instances where I have been 
given sensitive information that only a 
few people in the Congress and the 
country had. I would never reveal it. It 
is not about that. This is not about the 
DIA, this is not about the CIA, this is 
about CYA. It is about CYA by bureau-
crats in the Defense Intelligence Agen-
cy and possibly some political 
operatives that do not want the facts 
to come out about Able Danger and the 
information that the Able Danger team 
put together. And in the process, they 
are going to destroy a man, a man who 
has been recognized by his country, 
who has a family, and who simply 
wants to do the right thing. 

Mr. Speaker, I hated to take the floor 
tonight, but I did not know what else 
to do. We have committees of Congress 
working on this. I want to thank the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. WOLF), 
chairman of the FBI Appropriation 
Committee on Oversight. He is as out-
raged as I am. I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER), who is looking at this, and 

the gentleman from California (Chair-
man HUNTER). The Committee on 
Armed Services has a full-time staffer 
assigned to get to the facts of this. I 
want to thank the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. KING), chairman of the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, because 
he is looking at this. I want to thank 
the gentleman from Michigan (Chair-
man HOEKSTRA) and the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence. He has 
met with Tony Shaffer and has offered 
to get more information. I want to 
thank my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle for standing up and begin-
ning to ask questions, and I want to 
thank Senator SPECTER and Senator 
BIDEN, who attended a Committee on 
the Judiciary hearing and expressed 
their outrage. I want to thank Senator 
SESSIONS, Senator KYL, and Senator 
GRASSLEY, who were all there. In fact, 
Senator GRASSLEY called it a coverup. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot tell you the 
number of Members who have come to 
me and said this is unacceptable. I 
would hope that as a result of what we 
have heard tonight every Member of 
Congress will ask for an inquiry. The 
gentlewoman from Georgia (Ms. 
MCKINNEY) wrote a letter to the chair-
man of the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices asking for an investigation. We 
have from Republicans to Democrats, 
left to right, conservatives to liberals. 
What is happening here is unaccept-
able. It is unimaginable. It is un-Amer-
ican. All over the world tonight, young 
Americans are wearing our uniforms. 
They are doing a great job. They make 
us all proud when we travel overseas. 
They make us proud because of the 
pride they have. When I talk to them, 
they say I am glad to be doing what I 
am doing. I am doing the right thing 
for our country. I will go any place the 
Commander in Chief sends me. Wheth-
er I am in Afghanistan or Iraq, they 
will tell me that. 

b 2100 

Whether we are in Kosovo or Soma-
lia, they will tell us that. Whether we 
are at Hurricane Katrina, whether we 
are at Hurricane Andrew, or whether 
we are out in California, the earth-
quake, or the Midwestern floods, our 
troops are all the same. They respect 
our country. They respect our Con-
stitution. If we allow this travesty to 
continue, Mr. Speaker, then we have 
let all of those people down for some 
nameless, faceless bureaucrat who is 
fearful that the information will fi-
nally come to light, that the DIA just 
did not get it. 

Back in 1999 and 2000, they did not 
have a clue. They had millions of dol-
lars, hundreds of millions of dollars, 
and could not do what a 20-member 
team did in being able to identify Mo-
hammed Atta before the 9/11 attacks. 
DIA does not want that to come out, 
Mr. Speaker. They do not want that to 
come out. Heaven forbid the Defense 
Intelligence Agency, with hundreds of 
millions of dollars, would have a 20- 
member team do what they could not 
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do because they were using new tech-
nology and new software. They do not 
want that to come out. That is why 
that Deputy Director, when he was at 
that meeting, said, I do not want to see 
this. Do not show it to me. And that is 
why today that Deputy Director is try-
ing to ruin the career of Lieutenant 
Colonel Shaffer. 

The only way to resolve this, Mr. 
Speaker, is to have a full independent 
investigation by the Inspector General 
of the Pentagon. I have asked Sec-
retary Rumsfeld today to do that. I 
would ask my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle to join me in that request. 
Let the independent inspector for the 
Pentagon go in, not DIA. DIA cannot 
investigate itself. It does not have the 
capability to do that. It does not have 
the integrity to do that. Let the In-
spector General do the investigation 
and while that is being done, protect 
Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer. He does 
not deserve to have his career ruined or 
destroyed for telling the truth. 

And while we are at it, Mr. Speaker, 
if DIA is going to continue to press this 
ridiculous set of facts, then as I said 
earlier, I want DIA prosecuted for the 
five felonies they committed in sending 
classified documents to a person that 2 
weeks earlier they said was incapable 
of receiving classified information. And 
if this continues, I want DIA held re-
sponsible for illegally transferring $500 
of public assets to a person, that in the 
process of sending that stuff to him, 
DIA committed fraud against the tax-
payers. I want them held accountable: 
DIA’s stupidity; DIA’s incompetence. 

We have a new nominee for the head 
of DIA, and I am going to ask every 
Senator to fully explore each of these 
issues before that person is confirmed. 
I will meet with every Senator person-
ally and go over all of this information. 
And I would encourage the Senators 
and the House Members to interview 
the other people who worked with 
Lieutenant Colonel Shaffer and to get 
their assessments of what is going on 
there. They will all tell them the same 
thing: Shaffer is being abused and used 
as a scapegoat. If they can ruin 
Shaffer, they can silence the story. 

It cannot happen, Mr. Speaker. We 
cannot let it. That is not what America 
is about. That is not what we say to 
our enlisted personnel when they sign 
up for duty. That is not what we say 
when we pass our defense bills every 
year. 

This man is being maligned and mis-
treated. He is being harassed. The most 
scurrilous accusations, totally un-
founded, have been given to the Amer-
ican media; and I will name names, and 
I will ask for an investigation of the 
people who made those statements to 
these media people because it all needs 
to be put on the record. 

And as someone tomorrow who will 
chair another hearing on our defense 
oversight to try to get the best value 
for the dollars for our military, I ask 
all of our colleagues, Mr. Speaker, on 
both sides of the aisle to join us. This 

is not Republicans or Democrats. It is 
about what is fundamental to this 
country. I would ask our constituents 
across America we represent to join us, 
to express their outrage, to e-mail, 
make phone calls, write letters to the 
Secretary of Defense, the President of 
the United States, to Members of Con-
gress to simply let the story be told. 
Let the Able Danger story finally come 
out to the American people. Let them 
understand what really happened. Let 
Scott Philpott talk. Let Tony Shaffer 
talk. Let the others who have been si-
lenced have a chance to tell their story 
to Congress and openly to the Amer-
ican people. In the end, the country 
will be stronger. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 

By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCDERMOTT) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:) 

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. EMANUEL, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for 

5 minutes, today. 
Ms. SOLIS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. STUPAK, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. MARKEY, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MEEHAN, for 5 minutes, today. 
Mr. MCDERMOTT, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD, for 5 minutes, 

today. 
Ms. HERSETH, for 5 minutes, today. 
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. YOUNG of Florida) to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material:) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas, for 5 minutes, 
today. 

(The following Member (at his own 
request) to revise and extend his re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:) 

Mr. GOHMERT, for 5 minutes, today. 

f 

SENATE BILL REFERRED 

A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 1886. An act to authorize the transfer of 
naval vessels to certain foreign recipients; to 
the Committee on International Relations. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill 
of the House of the following title, 

which was thereupon signed by the 
Speaker: 

H.R. 3971. An act to extend medicare cost- 
sharing for qualifying individuals through 
September 2007, to extend transitional med-
ical assistance and the program for absti-
nence education through December 2005, to 
provide unemployment relief for States and 
individuals affected by Hurricane Katrina, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 

The SPEAKER announced his signa-
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of 
the following titles: 

S. 155. An act to adjust the boundary of 
Rocky Mountain National Park in the State 
of Colorado. 

S. 156. An act to designate the Ojito Wil-
derness Study Area as wilderness, to take 
certain land into trust for the Pueblo of Zia, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Jeff Trandahl, Clerk of the House re-
ports that an October 14, 2005, he rep-
resented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill. 

H.R. 2360. Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Appropriations Act, 2006. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m.), 
the House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, October 20, 2005, at 10 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4576. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — West Indian Fruit Fly; Regulated Ar-
ticles [Docket No. 04-127-2] received October 
4, 2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

4577. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Mexican Fruit Fly; Quarantined 
Areas and Treatments for Regulated Articles 
[Docket No. 02-129-5] received October 4, 2005, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture. 

4578. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Food, Nutrition, and Consumer Services, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Commodity Sup-
plemental Food Program — Plain Language, 
Program Accountability, and Program Flexi-
bility (RIN: 0584-AC84) received August 23, 
2005, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

4579. A letter from the Congressional Re-
view Coordinator, Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, Department of Agri-
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
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