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health care and education? We are 
going to cut in America. 

This is the only time in American 
history. When you look back to it, 
Abraham Lincoln thought of the land 
grant colleges and the transcontinental 
railroad system. Eisenhower at the end 
of the Korean War thought of the inter-
state highway system. President Ken-
nedy at the ending days of Vietnam 
was thinking of putting a man on the 
moon. 

At this time when we are thinking 
about, as we have always thought to-
wards the end of the war, every Presi-
dent—Roosevelt had the G.I. bill— 
every President said, how do we bring 
this peace home to America and how do 
we make sure we invest in America so 
we reap the benefits as a country? Only 
this President at this time in this war 
is thinking about rebuilding another 
country while cutting back in the 
United States. 

President Lincoln thought of the 
land grant colleges. We are going to 
cut Pell grants. President Eisenhower 
thought of the interstate highway sys-
tem. President Kennedy thought of 
putting a man on the moon. What are 
we going to do? We are going to cut 
Amtrak in this country. 

This is not the way to invest in 
America. You want to make the 21st 
century the American century like the 
20th century? You have to invest in 
America. What have you done? You 
have turned the budget into a pretzel 
all to protect tax cuts for the wealthi-
est of Americans. 

They are patriots too. When it comes 
to America’s future, every American 
must have skin in the game. When it 
comes to rebuilding the coast, that is 
the families and the communities of 
New Orleans, Mississippi and Alabama. 
The choice should not be cutting Pell 
grants and college loans, cutting stu-
dent nutrition programs, cutting 
health care for our elderly and most 
vulnerable as a way to pay for that. 

Yet at the same time this Congress 
has allocated $445 billion to Iraq and it 
is going to go north to $600 billion un-
accounted for, unpaid for, all debt the 
American taxpayer has to pay for. And 
what are the Americans going to get 
for it? Cuts in education, cuts in the 
students loan programs, cuts in health 
care clinics. Our senior citizens are 
going to get cuts in health care. 

That is the budget you have pre-
sented to the American people. The 
American people deserve better. We 
can build a stronger America. We do 
not and America does not deserve gas 
prices at $3 a gallon. Energy prices this 
winter are going up by 50 percent. In-
flation is increasing at its fastest rate, 
15 percent. 

What are you providing Americans? 
You are providing them protection for 
those who earn $200,000 or more and the 
rest of America gets cuts in its invest-
ment for its future. Yet you have told 
the Iraqis. Why do we not give Iraq 
some cuts in their investments and 
provide America the schools we are 
talking about in Iraq? 

I have no problem investing in Iraq’s 
future. What I have a problem with is 
the cuts in America’s future that you 
want to make here. We can do better 
for America. We can definitely do bet-
ter. A stronger America around the 
world begins at home. 

You are making the wrong choices 
for America’s future. I hope as we deal 
with this budget and the time coming 
up for this budget that we understand 
that writing $445 billion of hot checks 
for Iraq’s future and cutting education 
and health care in America is not the 
right choice. 

f 

UNRECOVERED GOLD IN THE GULF 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, down in the 
depths of the warm waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico lies some old Spanish galleon 
with unrecovered gold, but there is an-
other type of gold in the bottom of the 
Gulf of Mexico, black gold. We call it 
crude oil. There is also white gold 
there as well. We call it natural gas. 

These natural gold reserves are en-
ergy for today’s Americans and we 
need to drill for these gold reserves. 
According to the Department of En-
ergy, families across the United States 
will experience winter heating bills 
that will be up to 50 percent higher for 
those who heat with natural gas. This 
alarming data is yet another reason for 
us to open up the Outer Continental 
Shelf and begin drilling for more nat-
ural gas and oil off our own coastlines. 

The so-called global warming will 
not keep Americans warm this winter. 
We have got to become more self-suffi-
cient when it comes to energy, natural 
gas and crude oil. It borders on the ab-
surd to continue to be held hostage by 
foreign countries and foreign oil and 
ignore the billions of barrels that have 
yet to be drilled off the United States 
coastline. 

Mr. Speaker, I have introduced H.R. 
3811 to help relieve our energy woes 
and help stop U.S. dependence on for-
eign oil. This legislation will allow for 
safe oil and natural gas exploration 
along the Outer Continental Shelf. 
This bill would do away with all the 
moratoriums and executive orders that 
limit leasing activities while maintain-
ing environmental. 

Right now 90 percent of our coastline 
is off limits to drilling because the 
Federal Government prohibits it. In 
this chart, Mr. Speaker, I show the 
three places off the coast of Texas, 
Louisiana and Mississippi where we 
drill. All the red here, these are sacred 
places where we cannot drill for oil. 
Maybe Texas, Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi ought to join OPEC. 

In any event, Mr. Speaker, we have 
got to drill off these other areas be-
cause there is oil and there is natural 
gas in these areas off our Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. 

It is a myth, Mr. Speaker, that we 
cannot drill offshore safely. The best 

experts in the world are from the 
United States and they know how to 
drill safely. It is a myth perpetrated on 
the American people by environmental 
extremists. No one wants polluted wa-
ters. I certainly do not, but we can 
have both safe drilling and environ-
mentally correct drilling as well. 

Let us look at some of the facts, Mr. 
Speaker. This chart shows pollution 
from oil, crude oil. Most of the pollu-
tion that is in our oceans comes from 
nature itself, from seepage on the bot-
tom of the ocean. About 63 percent 
comes from nature; 32 percent comes 
from jet skis and oil runoff from Amer-
ican soil; 3 percent comes from those 
tankers that are bringing crude oil in 
from the Middle East; and way down 
here 2 percent of the pollution of crude 
oil comes from offshore drilling. It is a 
myth to think that we cannot drill off-
shore in a correct, an environmentally 
correct way. 

The National Academy For Sciences 
has furnished this information. The 
American public needs to know the 
truth about offshore drilling. If coast-
lines like Florida are worried about the 
environmental threats, maybe they 
should stop people from using jet skis 
and boating because more than a quar-
ter of the spills come from just that. 
But maybe we should do some research. 

According to the Department of Inte-
rior, since 1985 more than 7 billion bar-
rels of oil were produced in Federal off-
shore waters, with less than .001 per-
cent spilled. That is a 99.99 percent 
record for clean operations. My Jeep 
leaks more oil than this. 

Katrina and Rita hit the coastline 
very hard, Mr. Speaker. There were 
high winds, billions of dollars in dam-
ages, refineries were closed, but we did 
not hear anything about oil spills from 
offshore rigs that were damaged. Why? 
Because it cannot occur. Even those 
violent ladies of the gulf could not get 
a good oil spill to happen. 

People in these coastal States want 
cheap gasoline. They want natural gas, 
but they say do not drill off our coast-
lines. Mr. Speaker, this is hypocritical 
and it violates common sense. Plus, 
leasing these reserves will bring money 
to the United States Treasury and to 
State governments. 

If Americans expect to continue driv-
ing and heating their homes at low 
prices, we must begin safe drilling in 
other places besides the gulf. Econo-
mies on the coast rely heavily on tour-
ism and they voice concerns about the 
so-called environmental impact. Mr. 
Speaker, if fuel costs continue to rise, 
the planes and automobiles will be used 
less and these tourists will never show 
up at these coastal places. It seems 
like the consequences of higher gas 
prices could have a worse impact than 
an innocent oil rig that is 100 miles off 
the coast. 

Around the world nearly every other 
major country with oil and gas re-
serves is promoting investment and de-
veloping their offshore capacity. They 
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even drill in the North Sea, the rough-
est waters in the world, and they do so 
safely. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to continue to 
explore the Outer Continental Shelf or 
we will suffer the consequences. Some-
one has said we will freeze in the dark 
and end up riding bicycles if we do not 
use common sense. Mr. Speaker, that is 
just the way it is. 

NATIONAL OCEAN INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION 

BASIC FACTS ABOUT OFFSHORE OIL AND 
NATURAL GAS 

U.S. offshore energy production is an es-
sential component of the nation’s energy and 
economic security. U.S. offshore develop-
ment accounts for more than 25 percent of 
the country’s natural gas and more than 30 
percent of its oil. Each year, offshore energy 
development contributes between $4 and 6 
billion in revenues to the federal Treasury. 
Millions are also paid to states and local 
communities. The federal offshore produces 
approximately 600 million barrels of oil and 
about 4.5 trillion cubic feet of natural gas 
annually. 

The U.S. offshore industry leads the world 
in developing and commercializing advanced 
technologies that protect sensitive environ-
ments and improve the quality of life for all 
Americans. The U.S. offshore energy indus-
try operates in accordance with the world’s 
most stringent standards for human safety 
and environmental protection. 

Since 1985, more than 7 billion barrels of 
oil were produced in federal offshore waters 
with less than 0.001 percent spilled—a 99.999 
percent record for clean operations. Govern-
ment statistics show that the injury and ill-
ness rate for offshore workers is about 70 
percent lower than for all of private indus-
try. Thirty percent of the 15 million fish 
caught by recreational fishermen annually 
off the coasts of Texas and Louisiana are 
caught near platforms. Conservative esti-
mates show annual catches of approximately 
450,000 pounds of reef fish annually, valued at 
approximately $2 million. 

NATIONAL BENEFITS 

Producing America’s Energy 

The submerged lands of the outer conti-
nental shelf (OCS) of the United States have 
proved to be one of the most bountiful 
sources of offshore oil and natural gas in the 
world. On a per-day basis, the OCS currently 
produces about 13.9 billion cubic feet of nat-
ural gas and about 1.3 million barrels of oil. 
The federally managed OCS provides the 
bulk—about 89 percent—of all U.S. offshore 
production. Five coastal states—Alaska, Ala-
bama, California, Louisiana and Texas— 
make up the remaining 11 percent. 

Offshore Energy Revenues Enrich the Nation 

Between 1953 and 2002, the offshore energy 
industry has contributed more than $145 bil-
lion to federal revenues. Most of these reve-
nues were derived from royalty payments 
that are assessed on oil and natural gas pro-
duced from federal lands—typically one- 
eighth or one-sixth of oil and natural gas’ 
market value. Royalties, rents and bonus 
payments are collected by the Minerals Man-
agement Service (MMS)—which often results 
in that agency serving as the second largest 
collector of federal revenues after the Inter-
nal Revenue Service. 

Although most the revenues derived from 
offshore energy activity are deposited di-
rectly into the federal Treasury, these reve-
nues are also the source of funds for the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund and the 
National Historic Preservation Fund. State 
and federal agencies use the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund Act to buy parks and 

recreation areas. Annually nearly $1 billion 
dollars in OCS revenues flow to this pro-
gram. 

Likewise, the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has received more than $2.5 bil-
lion in offshore energy proceeds to help pre-
serve historic legacies since 1982. Like the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund, money 
from the National Historic Preservation 
Fund is distributed to states whether or not 
they have any offshore leasing or production 
seaward of their coasts. 

Coastal states in producing areas also have 
a direct claim on OCS revenues under Sec-
tion 8(g) of the Outer Continental Shelf 
Lands Act. For leases on the submerged 
lands lying outside the 3-mile state zone and 
as far as 10 miles offshore, 27 percent of the 
royalty, rent and bonus revenues are paid di-
rectly to the adjacent states. 

States have used these funds for a variety 
of programs. Alabama established the ‘‘For-
ever Wild Program’’ with offshore leasing 
and production money to acquire, maintain, 
and protect unique habitats. Mississippi has 
a similar ‘‘Gulf and Wildlife Protection 
Fund’’ and Louisiana uses its money for edu-
cation. 
Employment 

The Gulf coast of Texas, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi and Alabama is the birthplace of off-
shore prospecting for oil and natural gas, 
and the economic benefits of that develop-
ment continues to accrue to that region to 
the present day. There are more than 85,000 
jobs that are directly related to the indus-
try, and an equal number of workers em-
ployed in supporting jobs indirectly related 
to OCS activity. 

The average salary and benefits for work-
ers of producing companies employed as a di-
rect result of activity in the Gulf of Mexico 
was estimated to be $52,580 in 1992. (The last 
year for which statistics are available.) 
Since then, a shortage of skilled labor due to 
the recent boom in industry activity has 
pushed earnings even higher. In addition to 
payroll expenditures, producers pay several 
billion dollars each year to vendors and con-
tractors who support OCS activities. 

SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE 
The National Academy of Science’s Na-

tional Research Council recently released 
the results of a comprehensive study enti-
tled, Oil in the Sea III: Inputs, Fates, and Ef-
fects. The report finds that although the 
amount of oil produced and transported on 
the sea continues to rise, improved produc-
tion technology and safety training of per-
sonnel have significantly reduced both blow-
outs and daily operational spills. In fact, the 
report states, today, accidental spills from 
platforms represent only 2 percent of petro-
leum inputs in U.S. waters and about 4 per-
cent worldwide. Furthermore, the MMS has 
found that most spills are quite small—with 
the median being three barrels or less. Be-
tween 1971 and 2000, 41 percent of all spills 
were less than three barrels in size, 81 per-
cent were less than 10 barrels, and 96 percent 
were less than 100 barrels. 

The industry remains under intense scru-
tiny by its two primary regulators—the 
MMS and the U.S. Coast Guard—as well as a 
host of other governmental agencies with 
oversight responsibilities such as the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency and the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion. However, it is the MMS that regulates 
all exploration, development, and production 
activities on about 8,000 active leases to en-
sure that these activities are conducted safe-
ly and in an environmentally sound manner. 
The MMS reviews and approves industry ex-
ploration and development plans before al-
lowing any operations to commence, mon-
itors all lease operations to ensure that in-

dustry is in compliance with relevant re-
quirements, and conducts scheduled and un-
scheduled inspections. In 1997, MMS con-
ducted over 12,000 inspections of OCS facili-
ties. 

INNOVATION BOOSTS U.S. ENERGY 
The Deepwater 

Between 1996 and 1999, technological ad-
vances coupled with economic incentives 
passed by Congress under the 1995 Deepwater 
Royalty Relief Act, encouraged energy com-
panies to acquire more than 2,600 leases in 
waters 800 meters or greater pushing the 
total number of leases in the Gulf of Mexico 
to more than 7,000. 

The number of deepwater exploratory wells 
drilled more than doubled from 1996 to 1998, 
despite the limited number of rigs that can 
work at such water depths and the decline in 
crude oil prices during this time period. Dur-
ing that same period, production from deep-
water wells jumped 50 million barrels, bring-
ing total Gulf of Mexico deepwater oil pro-
duction to more than 570 million barrels in 
2001—nearly a 535 percent increase from 1995. 
By 2002, deepwater activity contributed 
959,000 barrels of oil and 3.6 billion cubic feet 
of natural gas per day to U.S. energy sup-
plies—approximately 61 percent of the Gulf’s 
total production. 

Innovative technological leaps have en-
abled this thrust into ever-deeper waters. 
Floating drilling rigs and production plat-
forms are now able to maintain position over 
top of a well thousands of feet below without 
the need to moor a fixed structure to the 
ground. Dynamic positioning systems using 
computer-controlled directional propellers 
compensate for wind, wave or current to 
keep the vessel stationary relative to the 
seabed, while innovative hull designs main-
tain stability even in ‘‘hundred-year’’ 
storms. As a result, drilling is now taking 
place in waters more than 10,000 feet deep, an 
accomplishment that would have been un-
imaginable just 20 years ago. Since 2001, in-
dustry has announced 11 major discoveries in 
waters exceeding 7,000 feet. 
The Deep Shelf 

Trapped more than 15,000 feet within the 
earth’s crust, so-called ‘‘deep natural gas’’ 
represents a tremendous untapped domestic 
energy resource. Government studies esti-
mate that there could be more than 20 tril-
lion cubic feet of untapped deep natural gas 
deposits in the Gulf of Mexico—about as 
much as is currently being produced from all 
areas in North America on an annual basis! 

Annual gas production from Federal wa-
ters of the Gulf of Mexico has exceeded addi-
tions to proved gas reserves every year since 
1984, causing a decreasing trend in remaining 
proved gas reserves. New discoveries of deep 
gas on the OCS offer the best short-term op-
portunity for achieving the large reserve ad-
ditions and necessary high flow rates to off-
set declining gas production, which has been 
falling since 1997. Recent deep gas discov-
eries on the OCS have shown these new com-
pletions can produce as much 20 to 80 million 
cubic feet per day. 

Unfortunately, despite significant ad-
vances in deep gas technology, these pros-
pects remain very challenging to find and de-
velop successfully. Since 2001, Gulf natural 
gas production has decreased from 5,128 BCF 
to 4,175 BCF in 2003. Deep gas discoveries 
may help reverse this trend however: deep 
gas production increased from a relatively 
low 284 billion cubic feet in 2000 to 421 billion 
cubic feet in 2002. 
New Life for the ‘‘Dead Sea’’ 

As recently as the late 1980s, many experts 
agreed that oil reservoirs in the Gulf were 
drying up. With oil and natural gas output 
slackening, some dubbed the Gulf of Mexico 
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the ‘‘Dead Sea’’. However, leading edge tech-
nologies breathed new life into the Gulf— 
technologies that have enabled more effi-
cient exploration in deeper waters and pro-
duction from the deepest recesses of the 
earth’s crust. Now the Gulf is widely recog-
nized to be among the most promising areas 
in the world and oil production levels have 
increased sharply every year since 1996. 

Leading edge offshore technology helps the 
country to find and produce the energy to 
heat our homes, fuel our cars, run our com-
puters and drive the economy in faster, 
safer, cleaner and more efficient ways than 
ever thought possible. These innovations 
began with the natural gas and oil industry 
but they enrich the lives of all Americans. 
As the leading technological laboratory in 
the oil industry, the Gulf’s transformation 
provides an interesting snapshot of the ad-
vances that have reverberated around the 
world and helped to keep energy abundant, 
affordable and clean. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GOHMERT). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. GEORGE MILLER) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING PPL ELECTRIC UTILI-
TIES AND THE INTERNATIONAL 
BROTHERHOOD OF ELECTRICAL 
WORKERS LOCAL 1600 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak in praise of the actions of PPL 
Electric Utilities and the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Local 1600 for the inspiring sacrifices 
they made in the aftermath of Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita on behalf of 
citizens of the Gulf Coast. 

Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane 
Rita were two of the most destructive 
natural disasters to ever strike the 
United States. In the wake of these 
catastrophic storms, utilities serving 
the gulf States reached out across the 
country for technical resources and 
skilled labor necessary to rebuild an 
electric infrastructure destroyed by 
the forces of nature. 

PPL Electric Utilities is a great cor-
porate citizen in my district that pro-
vides electricity needs for 1.3 million 
customers in eastern Pennsylvania. 
When the people of the gulf coast need-
ed assistance, PPL true to form an-
swered the call for help after both hur-
ricanes. More than 180 of the com-
pany’s employees willingly agreed to 
leave their homes and their families to 
help restore an essential basic service, 
to assist victims of the hurricanes in 
getting their lives back to normal. 

Many of these employees were mem-
bers of the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers Local 1600, 
skilled, dedicated union members 
whose efforts were desperately needed 
in the fight to restore a functioning 

electrical grid in the devastated areas. 
These workers endured long hours of 
work, oppressive heat, uprooted trees, 
biting insects, and many other hazards 
to their personal safety. 

In accomplishing their important 
task they earned respect and admira-
tion of the people from Mississippi and 
Louisiana, as well as from those back 
home in Pennsylvania. Through their 
hard work, caring and professionalism 
they became true good will ambas-
sadors of the Commonwealth of Penn-
sylvania and the 15th Congressional 
District. It is my intention today to 
make sure this distinguished body is 
fully cognizant of the dynamic def-
erence of both PPL Electric Utilities 
and the International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 1600 and of 
their exceptional work in the Nation’s 
time of need following Hurricane 
Katrina and Hurricane Rita. By work-
ing hand-in-hand, these two organiza-
tions toiled long hours to ease the suf-
fering of the many affected by these 
natural disasters. 

f 

b 1900 

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
GOHMERT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) is 
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
once again it is an honor to be here be-
fore the House, and I would like to 
thank the Democratic leader, the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. PELOSI), 
and our elected leadership team, the 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), 
and also the gentleman from the great 
State of New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) 
and the gentleman from South Caro-
lina (Mr. CLYBURN). 

We come to the floor, as you know, 
Mr. Speaker, almost every day to talk 
about issues that are facing Americans; 
some that we are working collectively 
on, others we are not working collec-
tively on but should be working collec-
tively on. Tonight, we are going to talk 
about some of the issues that we did 
not talk about last night, but I can tell 
you that the themes continue to run 
together. 

I am here tonight with the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN 
SCHULTZ) and the gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. RYAN), Youngstown, Ohio, and as 
the gentlewoman from Florida was not 
here, I can tell her that what we are 
hearing and what we were talking 
about last night was the fact that now 
we are looking at how are we going to 
move forward in the aftermath of Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita, how are we 
going to respond to those Americans 
that have paid taxes all of their lives, 
and how are we going to correct past 
wrongs. 

From the beginning, the majority 
side has come off the block saying, 
well, the story is kind of changing now, 

which is interesting, but I have a copy 
of yesterday’s Washington Post where 
there is a lot of bold talk about, well, 
first we are going to start with Med-
icaid, which is a program that provides 
health care for financially challenged 
Americans throughout this country, 
and we are going to find this $500 mil-
lion to offset some of the Katrina cost 
there; and then we are going to go to 
some folks who really cannot fend for 
themselves, we are going to pick on 
someone that is not our size and we are 
going to go and cut free and reduced 
lunches for financially challenged chil-
dren, and then we are going to hit 
these small farming programs that we 
have out here so we can make sure 
they cannot compete with foreign agri-
cultural interests, which are already 
cleaning our clock in many ways with 
the help of this majority that we have 
here now. 

Now, this has kind of changed, but it 
has the same theme. Now we are going 
to go after young people, 30-somethings 
that are trying to educate themselves 
to compete against those kids coming 
from other countries here to the 
United States and that are taking their 
jobs, and I will let my colleague, the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYUN), talk 
about China and other countries. As a 
matter of fact, these days, they do not 
have to come to the United States. 
They can stay where they are and they 
will have good American jobs because 
the workforce is there. And they will 
definitely be educated. Yet we are will-
ing to cut Pell grant opportunities and 
some other things. 

So there are a number of issues still 
on the table, but I hope we can talk to-
night about the lack of an independent 
commission. I understand that there 
are going to be some additional par-
tisan hearings this week here, if that is 
what you want to call them, here in 
the Congress on the House side. I hope 
that we will have an opportunity to 
talk about the lack of a Hurricane 
Katrina independent commission that 
81-plus percent of Americans have 
called for. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am glad to be here 
once again with my colleagues, and I 
look forward to some fruitful conversa-
tion with them. With that, I yield to 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN). 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the comments of the gen-
tleman, and I want to welcome back 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ), who we missed 
desperately last night. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. I was 
pining for you as well. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. And I announced 
last night that my brother had a baby 
last week. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Oh, 
congratulations. That is fantastic. 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Yes, that was my 
big announcement. His name is Nich-
olas John. So I will probably be saying 
that to every 30–Something for the 
next 6 months. 

But we had a great discussion last 
night on so many different issues, and 
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