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about this positive, positive economic
growth.

Unfortunately, many of my col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle
during 2001, 2002, 2003, said if we cut
taxes we are going to send the U.S.
economy right into the dumpster and
we will send the deficit sky-high. Time
and time again, many of my friends
and I would appear on different pro-
grams, and that was what I heard, over
and over and over again: Any kind of
tax cut is going to exacerbate the def-
icit and ruin the U.S. economy. Madam
Speaker, we have found the exact oppo-
site to be the case.

Similarly, as we look at the trade
issue, 94 percent of the world’s con-
sumers are outside of our U.S. borders.
We need to do everything that we can
to continue to open up new markets for
U.S. goods and services.

We have put into place positive trade
and growth policies, and those policies
are, I am very happy to say, helping
the United States of America and cre-
ating opportunity for even those vic-
tims of the tragedies on the gulf coast.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. JONES of North Carolina ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. GARRETT)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear thereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MCcCOTTER addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ToM DAVIS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

————
THE DEFICIT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Mrs. JONES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, I rise at a perfect opportunity to
talk about the deficit.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER), my colleague, would have the
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American public believe that we are in
great shape. What he did not tell us
was that the deficit currently is $8 tril-
lion; that 20 percent of that deficit is
owned by Japan, China and other for-
eign countries; that 40 percent of that
deficit, in fact, is a trade-off between
our various agencies in the Federal
Government; and that our children and
our grandchildren are going to be pay-
ing on that deficit. He then wants us to
believe that, as a result of the tax cuts,
the economy’s in great shape, but give
me a break. Stop trying to fool the
American public.

The reality is, as a result of those tax
cuts, this $8 trillion deficit currently
exists, and as we continue to throw
money after money over to Iraq and re-
build Iraq, give them education, give
them health care, rebuild their infra-
structure, we are failing to even want
to spend time to rebuild the infrastruc-
ture of New Orleans, Mississippi and
Alabama, and in fact, have not even
contemplated how we are going to pay
for the Katrina loss. But let me give
my colleagues some other news.

It is, in fact, true that the Repub-
licans are proposing to offset the cost
of Katrina against people who can least
afford to lose dollars, and they are
going to use dollars that go to low-in-
come folks, Medicare, Medicaid. They
are going to use dollars that go to col-
lege education. They are going to use
dollars that go towards the HUD de-
partment that provides for housing,
and the list goes on.

So I do not know how he could stand
on the floor of this House and make
people of America think that we are
doing well. We are really not, and in
fact, the trade deficit continues to rise,
and people in America are still out of
work, while many of the companies are
going across the border or across the
seas and giving jobs to people in China
and other countries.

The gentleman from California (Mr.
DREIER) needs a wake-up call so we can
begin to tell the people of America the
truth.

ENERGY BILL VOTE

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, let me switch horses just for a mo-
ment and talk about what just hap-
pened on the floor of the House.

We just had a vote on the energy bill,
and my colleagues will recall that the
vote, when it began, was supposed to be
a b-minute vote. Ultimately, it ended
up probably being a 45-minute vote,
and again, the Republicans are twist-
ing arms of their colleagues to get
them to vote in support of a bill when,
in reality, they would not have done
that. In fact, there are many times on
the floor of the House when the vote
should have been called and it was not.

I am going to quote some of my col-
leagues specifically on this issue. The
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
SLAUGHTER), my colleague says, Once
again, on an issue of critical impor-
tance to the American people, the Re-
publican majority has chosen to tram-
ple the democratic process and manip-
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ulate the outcome of a vote on the
floor of the House of Representatives
after the vote was completed. This is
unethical subversion of our democracy,
and the Republican leadership has
brought shame on themselves in the
House of Representatives. Unquote.

One would think that this was the
first time that the Republican leader-
ship had made a decision to trample on
the rights of the people and to engage
in shameless conduct by twisting arms
on the floor of the House, but let me
give my colleagues some background
when this has happened previously.

On October 7, 2005, this is the bill we
are talking about right now, the Gaso-
line for America’s Security Act. The
vote began at 1:57 p.m., a b5-minute
vote. It was gaveled down at 2:43 p.m.,
some 46 minutes later.

On July 27 and 28, the legislative day
of July 27, on the CAFTA, the vote
started at 11:00 p.m. and went on till
1:20 a.m. Vote 442, it lasted 63 minutes.
It originally was supposed to be a 15-
minute vote.

In previous Congresses, on July 8,
2004, it was the Sanders amendment on
the PATRIOT Act to the fiscal year
2005 Commerce Justice State appro-
priations bill. That was a 38-minute
vote.

On March 30, 2004, on a motion to in-
struct conferees on PAYGO on the fis-
cal year 2005 budget resolution, it was
a 28-minute vote when it should have
been a 5-minute vote.

On November 22, 2003, the final pas-
sage of the conference report on H.R. 1,
the prescription drug bill, imagine this,
a 3-hour vote. During this time frame
bribes allegedly offered.

On final passage of H.R. 1, the pre-
scription drug bill, it was 50 minutes.

On March 20, 2003, final passage of
the budget resolution, it was 26 min-
utes long.

On July 12, 2001, the campaign fi-
nance bill, this was a timeout to deter-
mine what was to occur next on the
floor, 13 minutes.

On October 9, 1997, passage of fiscal
year 1998 D.C. appropriations bill, 33
minutes.

The longest votes prior to the Repub-
lican majority in the House, October 3,
1994, a timeout to accommodate
changes in the floor schedule was only
44 minutes.
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And the list goes on.

Madam Speaker, this is a specific ex-
ample of how the Republican leader-
ship has used the floor because they
are in the majority to push and shove
and make people vote the way they
want them to vote instead of the way
in which the Member had chosen to
vote previously. I call upon the Amer-
ican people to pay attention because as
time goes along, it will be revealed
what is happening on the floor of this
House.

Let me switch veins one more time.
Everybody has been talking about Hur-
ricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita. Let
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us talk about Hurricane Katrina 1
month later. It has been 1 month since
Hurricane Katrina devastated the gulf
coast region; yet as of September 27,
less than one-tenth of the relief au-
thorized by Congress has reached the
1.2 million households impacted by the
storm and thousands of households
have received no relief from FEMA at
all.

Little wonder, since instead of pro-
viding relief to the survivors of the
storms the Republicans continue to
focus on special interests by appointing
political cronies such as Michael
Brown and David Safavian, who take
jobs they are not qualified for and who
unfairly award contracts to their sup-
porters.

Here is a closer look at how the Re-
publican failures are impacting the
survivors of Katrina. Health care: Re-
publican red tape leaves hurricane vic-
tims without care. Nearly one in four
people living at the Houston shelters
reported a time since the hurricane hit
when they simply could not get the
medical care they needed. This admin-
istration has failed simply to provide
for basic health care needs of the Hur-
ricane Katrina survivors.

Instead, they are pursuing a con-
fusing and limited bureaucratic health
care waiver approach that is making it
difficult for Hurricane Katrina sur-
vivors to know what their health bene-
fits are and which may leave many sur-
vivors, such as childless adults or poor
parents, without any access to care at
all and States without Federal funding
to assist evacuees.

Democrats support a bipartisan sim-
ple and fair solution to ensure that all
victims of the hurricane have tem-
porary access to the basic care they
need. They want to cut the red tape by
allowing Medicaid to provide tem-
porary health care coverage.

Now, with regard to housing, the Re-
publicans have left thousands without
a place to call home. A full 3 weeks
after Katrina hit, fewer than 13,000 of
the 200,000 families in need of housing
assistance have received any help from
the administration, even though there
are more than one million low-cost
rental units available in the South.

First, the administration proposed
purchasing 300,000 travel trailers, rec-
reational vehicles and manufactured
housing, only to find that some of the
orders may take a year to fill and only
one-third of the proposed sites for the
housing and the necessary infrastruc-
ture are in place. Then FEMA char-
tered cruise ships as temporary shel-
ters, with little understanding that liv-
ing on a ship at sea would make it dif-
ficult to find jobs and schooling. Then
the President announced an urban
homestead initiative which will pro-
vide little more than a lottery of prop-
erties held by the Federal Government
that will help only a fraction of the af-
fected families.

It was not until nearly 1 month after
the disaster struck that the Bush ad-
ministration finally announced it
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would begin to provide rent payments
to families displaced by the storm.

Democrats have proposed using emer-
gency housing vouchers to meet imme-
diate needs and support funding for
construction and repair of affordable
housing in the disaster area. Let me
take a note from this and say that also
Democratic Members of the Congress
have proposed various tax initiatives
to encourage people to move back to
the areas from which they left.

One of the pieces of legislation that I
introduced provides specifically a tax
credit or a tax incentive for families to
go back and build where they lived. It
would be like a first-time home buyer
program that would allow them to
build back in the community where
they lived. Because basically it is pos-
sible, based on all that we can see, that
many of the families who would want
to move back to the wvarious areas
which have been affected would not be
able to afford to move back to those
communities.

I also have proposed in a piece of leg-
islation that I have authored that the
low-income housing tax credit be dou-
bled in order to encourage developers
to build in many of these areas. Cur-
rently, it is 1.78. Under the proposal
that I have presented, it would be dou-
bled to 3.50 to allow developers to be
encouraged to build in those commu-
nities.

It is high time that we stop talking
about assisting the victims of Katrina
and Rita and give them what they need
to be successful.

In addition, let us talk about eco-
nomic security. As many as 400,000 in-
dividuals have lost their jobs as a re-
sult of Hurricane Katrina; yet the Re-
publicans have proposed no changes to
extend unemployment assistance. Un-
employment benefits are the lowest in
the country in the three impacted
States, averaging less than $200 per
week, or about 50 percent of the pov-
erty level of a family of four.

Rather than acting to help working
families, the Bush administration has
cut the wages of workers working on
Katrina reconstruction by suspending
the Davis-Bacon rules in the gulf re-
gion which requires a payment of pre-
vailing wage. Now, if we are going to
talk about poor people in the United
States of America, and then we are
going to pay them below the prevailing
wage, how do we expect they are going
to be able to take care of their families
and to afford health insurance, if that
is the case?

It does not make sense at a time
when the President says that poverty
and racism are actually the outcome of
what we see with Katrina and across
this country that we would want to pay
families at below prevailing wages.
Also, in the process of putting in place
these economic programs, the Presi-
dent has proposed that affirmative ac-
tion policies not be put in place. Again,
most of the people involved in the
Katrina and Rita hurricanes were Afri-
can Americans. Why would you not
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want to include in there some chances
or opportunities to include affirmative
action?

And the list goes on, as we talk about
education and the opportunity for
these young people to move into school
systems or move into other colleges to
be successful. We go on to talk about
the process that the administration
has instead chosen to advance the con-
troversial agenda for education vouch-
ers to private schools.

Some people may want to attend pri-
vate schools, but many of the children
may want to attend the kind of school
they were attending before, a public
school, where you have a diversity of
students in the system. It is a shame
that after all that we have gone
through, after all the suffering that we
have seen as a result of Katrina that
we would not have in place a system,
some 30-some days later, to support
and encourage the people of the par-
ticular areas.

I also want to talk about the problem
that we see with regard to first re-
sponders. They were supposed to,
meaning the administration and this
Congress, provide dollars to the various
areas to support first responders. In-
stead, they have decided to not meet
the needs of the first responders. Addi-
tionally, when Hurricane Katrina hit,
emergency personnel were on at least
five different channels, which was
making communications difficult. In-
stead of fixing the problem for first re-
sponders in communicating with each
other, the Republicans allowed it to
fester.

We all recognized the problem we saw
on 9/11, that the first responders had no
way of communicating with one an-
other. You would have thought, under-
standing that, that before another
event occurred, such as Katrina or
Rita, that we would have put in place a
system and dollars for first responders
to be able to communicate with one an-
other. But we did not fix that.

One hopes that as the weeks and
months go along that this Republican
Congress, this majority Republican
Congress, would attempt to address the
issues that are important to the people
of America, such as our first respond-
ers; that they will look at a real energy
bill, instead of the one they placed on
the floor and beat people into submis-
sion to vote for; and that they would
also look at this culture of cronyism,
wherein only their friends have an op-
portunity to bid on contracts.

Excuse me, they do not even have to
bid on the contracts. Only their friends
have access to contracts, wherein they
have an opportunity to do the work
that is created as a result of the disas-
ters in our country.

As I close, Madam Speaker, this
afternoon, I would say to the American
public that there is a lot for you to
take a look at and understand what is
happening here on the floor of the
House of Representatives, this pushing
and arm twisting, the cronyism and
the like.
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Because, Madam Speaker, in the up-
coming weeks we will be involved in a
lot of issues that are going to come be-
fore this Congress that will be impor-
tant to the American public, such as
additional issues with regard to en-
ergy. And this happening at a time
when the American public expects that
we are going to be operating above-
board and we are going to be operating
in a way in that all of us can stand up
and say that we are proud to be Ameri-
cans; that we are proud to be a part of
a Congress of the United States that
acts appropriately; and that we are
proud to support and help those who
are most in need of our help.
CONGRATULATIONS TO CLEVELAND CITY COUNCIL

PRESIDENT, FRANK JACKSON

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, if you would allow me, on a wholly
different issue, I would like to take
this opportunity at this time to con-
gratulate the council president of the
city of Cleveland, Frank Jackson.
Frank Jackson just won the mayoral
primary in the city of Cleveland, beat-
ing out the current mayor by some
4,000 votes. So this gives me a great op-
portunity to congratulate him for the
work that he has done.

—————

FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Curtis, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed a
bill of the following title in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

H. Con. Res. 263. Concurrent resolution
providing for a conditional adjournment of
the House of Representatives and a condi-
tional recess or adjournment of the Senate.

———

APPOINTMENT OF HON. JEAN
SCHMIDT TO ACT AS SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE TO SIGN EN-
ROLLED BILLS AND JOINT RESO-
LUTIONS ON TODAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
SCHMIDT) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the
Speaker:

THE SPEAKER’S ROOMS,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, Oct. 7, 2005.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JEAN
SCHMIDT to act as Speaker pro temore to
sign enrolled bills and joint resolutions on
this day.

DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the appointment is ap-
proved.

There was no objection.

—————

TRIBUTE TO LINDA HOPKINS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATSON. Madam Speaker, I
want to come and join with hundreds of
people who yesterday had the exciting
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experience of being in Hollywood on
the Walk of Fame for a famous jazz and
blues singer, Linda Hopkins, who re-
ceived her star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame.

Linda Hopkins was honored with the
2,292nd star on the world-famous Holly-
wood Walk of Fame yesterday, October
6, at 11:30 a.m. in front of the Pantages
Theatre. Johnny Grant, Honorary
Mayor of Hollywood and Chairman of
the Walk of Fame Committee, presided
over the event.

Hopkins made her singing debut at
the age of 3 in her hometown church in
New Orleans and grew up to become an
internationally acclaimed vocalist and
actress. Hopkins was inspired by blues
legend Bessie Smith and began to sing
her songs and conceived, wrote, and
starred in the one-woman musical, ‘‘Me
and Bessie.” The musical was the long-
est running show in the history of
Broadway and the only one written by
an African American woman. It also
won the coveted Drama Desk Award.

In 1972, she won the Tony Award for
best supporting actress for her per-
formance in ‘“‘Inner City.”” HopKkins
toured with such artists as Sammy
Davis, Jr. and Bradford Marsalis. From
1985 through 1997, Hopkins co-starred in
the play ‘‘Black and Blue’” on Broad-
way and in Paris.
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She also holds the record for the
most guest performances on Johnny
Carson’s ‘‘Tonight Show’ with more
than 148 appearances. She recently re-
turned from working on ‘“Wild Women
Blues” which she created and toured
throughout Europe. She will return to
the show in December. Hopkins con-
tinues her work in the community by
helping the homeless, presenting and
assisting new and young artists in the
performing arts community, and doing
outreach to local communities to pro-
mote economic development.

Mr. Speaker, I want to say congratu-
lations to Linda once again, and we are
so very pleased to be the ones to nomi-
nate Linda. It took us a few years, but
she got that star on the Walk of Fame.

LINDA HOPKINS TO RECEIVE STAR ON
HOLLYWOOD WALK OF FAME TODAY

Singer Linda Hopkins will be honored with
the 2,292nd star on the world famous Holly-
wood Walk of Fame on Oct. 6, 11:30 a.m., in
front of Pantages Theatre, 6233 Hollywood
Blvd. Johnny Grant, Honorary Mayor of Hol-
lywood and Chairman of the Walk of Fame
Committee, will preside over the event.

Hopkins made her singing debut at the age
of three in her hometown church in New Or-
leans and grew up to become an internation-
ally acclaimed vocalist and actress. Hopkins
was inspired by blues legend Bessie Smith
and began to sing her songs and conceived,
wrote and starred in the one-woman musical,
‘““Me and Bessie.”” The musical was the long-
est running show in the history of Broadway
and the only one written by an African
American woman. It also won the coveted
Drama Desk Award.

In 1972, she won the Tony Award for Best
Supporting Actress for her performance in
“Inner City.” Hopkins toured with such art-
ists as Sammy Davis Jr. and Branford
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Marsalis. From 1985 through 1997, Hopkins
co-starred in the play ‘‘Black and Blue’ on
Broadway and in Paris. She also holds the
record for most guest performances on John-
ny Carson’s ‘“‘Tonight Show,” with more
than 148 appearances. She recently returned
from working on ‘“Wild Women Blues,”
which she created and toured with through-
out Europe. She will return to the show in
December.

Hopkins continues her work in the commu-
nity by helping the homeless, presenting and
assisting new and young artists in the per-
forming arts community and doing outreach
to local communities to promote economic
development.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. POE (at the request of Mr. BLUNT)
for today until 1:45 p.m. on account of
official business in his district.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. LIPINSKI) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Ms. WOOLSEY, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. SCHIFF, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. PAUL) to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material:)

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey,
minutes, today.

Mr. McCOTTER, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. ToM DAVIS of Virginia, for 5 min-
utes, today.

(The following Members (at their own
request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Mr. DREIER, for 5 minutes, today.

Ms. WATSON, for 56 minutes, today.

for 5

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Mr. Trandahl, Clerk of the House, re-
ported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2360. An act making appropriations
for the Department of Homeland Security for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Madam Speak-
er, pursuant to House Concurrent Reso-
lution 263, 109th Congress, I move that
the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
ScHMIDT). Pursuant to House Concur-
rent Resolution 263, 109th Congress, the
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