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was, of course, quite wrong. The basic
mechanism which we are now talking
about putting to the aid of the people
who lost their homes was in the origi-
nal bill. That is, the bill as it came out
of committee said that 5 percent of the
profits of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
would go to affordable housing. Note
that Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac’s
profits by everybody’s agreement are
increased by a series of associations
they have with the Federal Govern-
ment. Everyone acknowledges Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac can borrow
money from the public more cheaply
than other entities, and we have said
that in return for the arrangements
that allow that to happen, we will im-
pose certain restrictions on them. It is
not a confiscation of private property;
it is the recognition that these entities
profit and we want something in re-
turn. There had been a lot of agree-
ment that we were not getting enough
in return. We thought one thing we
could do was to take 5 percent of the
after-tax profits and put it towards af-
fordable housing.

In the bill that was there, it is true
that the bill that we passed before the
summer recess did not talk about the
hurricane’s effects, mainly because the
hurricane had not happened, so we are
guilty of not having foreseen the ter-
rible events in Katrina. But the basic
mechanism was there. What we did do
after Katrina was to say, and the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. BAKER)
took the lead, the gentleman from Ohio
the chairman of the committee and I
said, Yes, that makes sense. Let’s take
this mechanism for affordable housing
that was created and let’s in this first
year in particular focus as the first pri-
ority on Louisiana. But the mechanism
that was available for us to do that was
in the bill. It is simply wrong to say
that there was nothing in the bill to
help them. The basic mechanism for
their aid was in the bill and we were
then able to respond to this latest cir-
cumstance and send it there.

The second gap between what the
majority leader said and reality was
when he said, well, these are just nego-
tiations. No, these are not negotia-
tions. This is a kidnapping. This is a
hostage taking. There is a legitimate
philosophical objection by some of the
most conservative Members of this
body to the notion of putting these
profits to help affordable housing. As I
said, it is not just your average private
corporation. These are private corpora-
tions whose profits are greatly en-
hanced by a series of governmental ar-
rangements which they are greatly at-
tached to. But we had that battle in
committee and those who tried to kill
this particular program of affordable
housing as part of their profits lost by
53-17. Some of them are still against it.
Some of them want some other
changes. Let us have some votes on the
floor.

From time to time, and I guess we fi-
nally have found one thing, Mr. Speak-
er, we have reached the limit of the
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majority’s ability to run out the clock.
In the past when they have had tough
votes, we have waited 3 hours, 2 hours,
more time as I have noted than it
takes us to evacuate the building in
case of a threat when they twist arms
and put on pressure. Apparently even
they recognize that support for using
some of the profits of these private cor-
porations, which profits are enhanced
by Federal help, that putting that to
affordable housing, particularly now
when we have this need for housing in
Louisiana, that they could not hold the
rollcall open long enough to twist
enough arms to get there. Well, that is
democracy. Let us have the vote on the
floor.

I would just add this, Mr. Speaker as
I close. There is a lot of concern about
how we are going to pay for the aid
that we all believe should go to Lou-
isiana. We have one small piece, hun-
dreds of millions, but it is still hun-
dreds of millions, and in most contexts
that is not small, we have got a way to
deal with the housing needs of those
people without in any way impacting
the Federal budget. Again, that mecha-
nism was in the bill when it came out
of committee. We were then able to
adapt it to this situation. That is what
the Republican leadership is refusing
to allow the House to vote on. If the
majority thinks it is a bad idea, I will
regretfully wave good-bye to it, but I
do not understand why under any the-
ory of democracy a bill that comes out
of committee 656-5 with a provision that
was supported 53-17 is held hostage, not
for negotiations but held hostage be-
cause there is a provision that some of
the most conservative Members of the
body are opposed to philosophically,
they do not have the votes to beat it on
the floor, they will not abide by demo-
cratic principles, they are engaging in
this kind of ambush.

————

BASE CLOSINGS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. LAHOOD) is recognized during
morning hour debates for 5 minutes.

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I am here
this noontime to introduce a resolution
of disapproval regarding the base clos-
ing commission which I believe is a
flawed document. I believe it is flawed
because I think the base closing com-
mission ignored some very, very sig-
nificant information. But most impor-
tantly I think the base closing commis-
sion and those at the Defense Depart-
ment who helped them make these rec-
ommendations ignore the fact that we
are at war and has ignored the fact
that the 130,000 men and women that
are in Iraq fighting the good fight, win-
ning the freedom and hope and oppor-
tunity for the people there, many of
them come from bases around the
country, they are citizen-soldiers, they
are volunteers, they are people who
have been well-trained and well-
equipped and are doing a great job but
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they are people who come from bases,
some of which have been recommended
for closure by the base closing commis-
sion. I think that does fly in the face of
what we believe is the idea of having a
strong military, the idea of having a
citizen-soldier, the idea of not having a
draft because we have these bases that
provide the kind of capability when
these men and women are called upon
to do the hard work as they did in Af-
ghanistan. We see now in Afghanistan
millions of people have gone to the
polls and voted and they do have de-
mocracy there. The same will be true
of Iraq very soon, thanks to the cit-
izen-soldiers.

This report is flawed because it does
not take into account a Federal law on
the books that says that bases cannot
be closed without the Governor of the
State authorizing the closure of that
base. The base closing commission ig-
nored that law. They bypassed that
law. I believe there now is in some
courts in this country opinions that
say that these bases should not be
closed unless the Governor of that
State agrees to that. But the base clos-
ing commission ignored that.

I think it is also important to note
that through all of the deliberations
and hearings and visits that took
place, part of what was ignored is the
impact that these bases have in certain
parts of the country. They are very,
very important, to the economies of
local communities, to what they do for
local communities, and this will be a
terrible blow to many communities
around the country. But I think the
military aspect is probably the most
important aspect that we really need
to look at.

I am here today introducing this res-
olution of disapproval hoping that my
colleagues as they have a chance to
consider the recommendations that
have now been forwarded from the
President to the Congress, we now have
a period of time to consider these, I
hope Members will look at these rec-
ommendations, consider the terrible,
terrible deficiency that are included in
these recommendations and consider
the impact that these recommenda-
tions will have on our military. Now is
not the time to be closing bases around
the country. Now is not the time to be
eliminating men and women who have
done the hard work that they have
been asked to do, who have done the
good work that they have been asked
to do. This is the wrong time. The tim-
ing is wrong.

We now as a Congress have the oppor-
tunity, I think, to have our say. We
have the opportunity to say, those of
us that have stood with the President,
that have stood with the military, that
have made the votes to provide the
money to make sure that our military
have the kind of capability they have
to win the peace and to win democracy
in Afghanistan, to win the peace and to
bring about democracy in Iraq are say-
ing that this is not the time to be clos-
ing bases, Guard and Reserve bases and
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other bases around the country and
emasculating the military. This is the
wrong time.

I hope that our Members will look
carefully at these recommendations
and become a cosponsor of the resolu-
tion of disapproval that I have intro-
duced today. I think when Members
look at these recommendations they
will see that they are flawed, they will
see that this is not the right time, and
I believe that when given the oppor-
tunity to really study these rec-
ommendations, Members will decide
that this resolution of disapproval is
the right thing to do and to send them
back to the commission.

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members to co-
sponsor my resolution and to look at
these recommendations and come to
the same conclusion that I have come
to.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 46
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. EMERSON) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Reverend Donald J. Young, Pas-
tor, 12th Street Baptist Church, Gads-
den, Alabama, offered the following
prayer:

O God, we acknowledge You as giver
and sustainer of life and through Your
Son, Jesus Christ, provider of eternal
life. We pray Your wisdom and Your
guidance upon our leaders as they meet
here today to deliberate on matters
which affect not only here, but across
the world.

We acknowledge Your blessings upon
us and give thanks to You for Your
care and watching over us. We thank
You for the freedoms and liberties
which have been given to us. Help us as
we and others attempt to preserve
them. We pray Your wisdom and lead-
ership upon our President and the lead-
ers of our Congress as they guide us
during this time of national disaster.
We pray for our fellow citizens who
have been in harm’s way and for those
who care for them. We also ask Your
watch and care for those serving in our
place in the military across this world.

Help us to be generous not only in
our prayers, but in our resources as
well.

Guide all our leaders across this land
during this difficult period in our his-
tory.
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As Jesus taught us to pray in His
model prayer: Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. BURGESS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with
amendments in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, bills of the
House of the following titles:

H.R. 2862. An act making appropriations
for Science, the Departments of State, Jus-
tice, and Commerce, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes.

H.R. 3768. An act to provide emergency tax
relief for persons affected by Hurricane
Katrina.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendments to
the bill (H.R. 2862) ‘“An Act making ap-
propriations for Science, the Depart-
ments of State, Justice, and Com-
merce, and related agencies for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes,” requests a con-
ference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints from the Committee
on Appropriations: Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
GREGG, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. DOMENICI,
Mr. McCONNELL, Mrs. HUTCHISON, Mr.
BROWNBACK, Mr. BOND, Mr. COCHRAN,
Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr. INOUYE, Mr. LEAHY,
Mr. KOHL, Mrs. MURRAY, Mr. HARKIN,
Mr. DORGAN, and Mr. BYRD, to be the
conferees on the part of the Senate.

—————

WELCOMING THE REVEREND
DONALD J. YOUNG

(Mr. ADERHOLT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ADERHOLT. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize our guest chap-
lain, the Reverend Donald J. Young.
Reverend Young’s life has been one of
service to God and to his country.

After graduating from the University
of Illinois in 1969, he joined the United
States Army and served in Korea.
When he left the Army in 1973, he
worked in Illinois as a manager of Fi-
nance America. He could have had a
long career for Finance America, lived
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in Illinois and raised his family. In-
stead, he again answered a call to serve
and entered the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, graduating
from there in 1981. Since entering Sem-
inary his service has taken him to
communities in Virginia, in Florida,
and most recently in the State of Ala-
bama.

In 1995, he was an Associate Pastor of
Education and Senior Adults at Hill-
crest Baptist Church in Enterprise,
Alabama. In 2002, he began serving in
his present role as Minister of Edu-
cation and Senior Adults at the 12th
Street Baptist Church in Gadsden, Ala-
bama. He and his wife have one daugh-
ter, Dawne, who resides in Orlando,
Florida.

Reverend Young is joined today by
his wife, Deborah, and several members
of the 12th Street Baptist Church in
Gadsden, along with several others
from the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict. I appreciate the prayer that Rev-
erend Young has offered this afternoon.
It is an honor to have him as our guest
here in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

———

TWO AMERICAN WARRIORS

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, in San
Jacinto County in east Texas last
Thursday, two men died trying to save
another’s life. Denny ‘‘Bo’’ Galloway,
deputy constable, 34, died when he ran
into the rough Trinity River trying to
save Bernardo Vasquez, a 2l-year-old
Marine on leave from Iraq.

Vasquez had disappeared in the fast-
moving river trying to save his uncle,
who had gotten trapped in the current.
Vasquez was to return to Active Duty
today. His mother’s only desire was
that he return from Iraq alive. But
Vasquez died saving another. Bo Gallo-
way was a tough, rural cop who had
spent the previous night rescuing peo-
ple from a train wreck.

When hearing the 911 call about
Vasquez, Galloway rushed to the scene
and went directly into the river. Gallo-
way died and left a wife and three sons
behind. Both men were warriors. One
fought the war on crime, one fought
the war on terror. Both died responding
to the first duty of all American war-
riors, saving those in trouble. We share
in the grief of the two families and
once again thank our people who wear
the uniform of the soldier and of the
peace officer.

————

ON THE PASSING OF SIMON
WIESENTHAL

(Mr. LANTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANTOS. Madam Speaker, today
the world lost Simon Wiesenthal, the
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