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With all of the various facets of the
bill, many Members who are concerned,
who have lost children to these offend-
ers, to these violators of our most in-
nocent children, every single Member
who put a bill in and those who signed
on as cosponsors realize the impor-
tance of protecting our streets, of pro-
tecting our families, of protecting our
children from these lowlifes who prey
on our most innocent young children.

I certainly support the bill. I want to
make sure that the rule is adopted so
we can go on, pass this bill, send it
over to the Senate; and, hopefully,
they, too, will see the need, the abso-
lute imperative need that America has
in demanding that this bill pass so that
our children will be protected.

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume;
and, in closing, I would like to begin by
saying that there are very few matters
in our society that are as clear-cut as
this one. Child abduction and abuse is
not a new problem. It did not begin
yesterday, and it will not end tomor-
row. This is a continuing struggle to
protect our children; and I truly be-
lieve that it will help protect my
grandchildren, 7-year-old twins Ali and
Hannah Manning, b5-year-old Hank

Manning, IV, and 10-month-old Grey
Collins.
The recent tragedies that have

grabbed the attention and sympathy of
the Nation only serve as a grim and
poignant reminder that our work is not
done and we must continue to do ev-
erything that we can to stop the abuse
and exploitation of our children.
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As I noted in my opening statement,
this is commonsense, comprehensive
legislation that attacks the problem in
many different ways, from expanding
the definition of sex offenders, to
strengthening law enforcement’s tools,
to increasing mandatory minimums for
child abusers and kidnappers.

Additionally, I believe this legisla-
tion protects the constitutional rights
of the accused while ensuring that the
guilty see justice and the victims are
protected.

Again, I want to thank the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER) and the Committee on the
Judiciary for putting this bill together.
H.R. 3132 is sound, well-crafted legisla-
tion. I am confident that this legisla-
tion will empower the innocent over
the guilty, victims over the predators.
With its passage, our country, our chil-
dren and our grandchildren, will be the
winners. For that reason I urge my col-
leagues to support this rule and the un-
derlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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RECOGNIZING 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF ROSA LOUISE PARKS’' RE-
FUSAL TO GIVE UP HER SEAT
ON THE BUS AND THE SUBSE-
QUENT DESEGREGATION OF
AMERICAN SOCIETY

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 208) recognizing the 50th an-
niversary of Rosa Louise Parks’ refusal
to give up her seat on the bus and the
subsequent desegregation of American
society.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 208

Whereas most historians date the begin-
ning of the modern-day Civil Rights Move-
ment in the United States to December 1,
1955;

Whereas December 1, 1955, is the date of
Rosa Louise Parks’ refusal to give up her bus
seat to a white man and her subsequent ar-
rest;

Whereas Rosa Louise Parks was born on
February 4, 1913, as Rosa Louise McCauley to
James and Leona McCauley in Tuskegee,
Alabama;

Whereas Rosa Louise Parks was educated
in Pine Level, Alabama, until the age of 11,
when she enrolled in the Montgomery Indus-
trial School for Girls and then went on to at-
tend the Alabama State Teachers College’s
High School;

Whereas on December 18, 1932, Rosa Louise
McCauley married Raymond Parks and the
two settled in Montgomery, Alabama;

Whereas, together, Raymond and Rosa
Parks worked in the Montgomery, Alabama,
branch of the National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP),
where Raymond served as an active member
and Rosa served as a secretary and youth
leader;

Whereas on December 1, 1955, Rosa Louise
Parks was arrested for refusing to give up
her seat in the ‘‘colored” section of the bus
to a white man on the orders of the bus driv-
er because the ‘“white’’ section was full;

Whereas the arrest of Rosa Louise Parks
led African Americans and others to boycott
the Montgomery city bus line until the buses
in Montgomery were desegregated;

Whereas the 381-day Montgomery bus boy-
cott encouraged other courageous people
across the United States to organize in pro-
test and demand equal rights for all;

Whereas the fearless acts of civil disobe-
dience displayed by Rosa Louise Parks and
others resulted in a legal action challenging
Montgomery’s segregated public transpor-
tation system which subsequently led to the
United States Supreme Court, on November
13, 1956, affirming a district court decision
that held that Montgomery segregation
codes deny and deprive African Americans of
the equal protection of the laws (352 U.S.
903);

Whereas, in the years following the Mont-
gomery bus boycott, Rosa Louise Parks
moved to Detroit, Michigan, in 1957, and con-
tinued her civil rights work through efforts
that included working in the office of Con-
gressman John Conyers, Jr., from 1965 until
1988, and starting the Rosa and Raymond
Parks Institute for Self Development, a non-
profit 501(c)(3) that motivates youth to reach
their highest potential, in 1987;

Whereas Rosa Louise Parks has been com-
mended for her work in the realm of civil
rights with such recognitions as the
NAACP’s Springarn Medal in 1979, the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Nonviolent Peace Prize
in 1980, the Presidential Medal of Freedom in

H7881

1996, and the Congressional Gold Medal in
1999; and

Whereas in 2005, the year marking the 50th
anniversary of Rosa Louise Parks’ refusal to
give up her seat on the bus, we recognize the
courage, dignity, and determination dis-
played by Rosa Louise Parks as she con-
fronted injustice and inequality: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That the Congress—

(1) recognizes and celebrates the 50th anni-
versary of Rosa Louise Parks’ refusal to give
up her seat on the bus and the subsequent de-
segregation of American society;

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to recognize and celebrate this anni-
versary and the subsequent legal victories
that sought to eradicate segregation in all of
American society; and

(3) endeavors to work with the same cour-
age, dignity, and determination exemplified
by civil rights pioneer, Rosa Louise Parks,
to address modern-day inequalities and in-
justice.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FOLEY). Pursuant to the rule, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER) and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. CONYERS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on H. Con. Res. 208 currently under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of H. Con. Res. 208, recognizing the 50th
anniversary of Rosa Louise Parks’ re-
fusal to give up her seat on the bus and
the subsequent desegregation of Amer-
ican society.

Fifty years ago, one individual,
through one courageous act, gave
strength to the citizens of Mont-
gomery, Alabama, to stand up to the
injustice and indignity that had be-
come commonplace among its citizens.
Rosa Parks accomplished this heroic
feat through the single act of refusing
to give up her seat on the bus to a
white man. Her single act of defiance
and refusal to accept the status quo led
to the 381-day Montgomery bus boycott
and eventually to the desegregation of
Montgomery, Alabama.

However, Rosa Parks’ courageous act
meant much more. It inspired a broad-
er movement that struggled and
pushed back against a Nation that had
failed to keep its promise to all its citi-
zens to promote equality, justice, and
fairness under the laws. It paved the
way for this Nation to hold unaccept-
able the injustices and disparate treat-
ment experienced by many of its citi-
zens. Rosa Parks’ courage helped re-
store to all citizens the dignity and re-
spect that every person deserves. Her
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single act of courage will forever serve
as a constant reminder of the true
meaning of equal protection under the
laws and the responsibility of each of
us to stand up to inequality and injus-
tice.

Rosa Parks is an inspiration to all of
us and is a reflection of what it means
to be an American. I encourage my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing Rosa
Parks and her important contribution
toward helping America realize the
freedom and equality envisioned by our
Constitution.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

(Mr. CONYERS asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks, and include extraneous mate-
rial.)

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, this is a
proud moment in our history, and I
begin by commending the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER),
chairman of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary, for the work he has done in
helping me bring this concurrent reso-
lution to the floor today.

Why is this historic? Because the im-
petus to reconnect with this struggle
for racial justice in America began
with this humble lady, a seamstress in
Alabama, who on December 1, 1955,
chose to no longer obey the ordinance
that blacks sit in the back of the bus
and if it was full, then they give up the
bus to white passengers.

It is hard to conceive of the total seg-
regation that this Nation was im-
mersed in. On that day, she refused to
obey a bus driver’s order; and it began
the chain of actions and organizations
and commitments that led to a resur-
gence of the civil rights movement as
we know it.

Her arrest sparked a boycott of the
Montgomery city bus lines. It went on
for over a year as more and more peo-
ple of all backgrounds and colors and
economic classes joined in. Finally this
matter reached, in November of 1956,
the Supreme Court of the TUnited
States. The Supreme Court of the
United States affirmed that desegrega-
tion codes deny under the 14th amend-
ment the equal protection of laws to
African Americans.

This is a great moment because the
present is tied to the past. The other
body is in the process of determining
who the next Chief Justice of that Su-
preme Court will be.

Hurricane Katrina has made us re-
member how deeply poverty and race
have brought most of the hardship
upon people of color in New Orleans
and in Mississippi where the havoc is
still being counted, 400 deaths now
known; but the number is sure to go
far, far beyond that.

Now a word about Rosa Parks herself
because I happen to be connected with
this, meeting her through my work
with Dr. Martin Luther King as an at-
torney and then getting to know her
when she left Montgomery and came to
Detroit.
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She was so modest. They said she got
fired from her job a month after the
boycott. Here is what she said in the
book she wrote: ““A month after the
boycott began, I lost my $25-a-week job
when the Montgomery Fair department
store closed its tailor shop. I was given
no indication from the store that my
boycott activities were the reason I
lost my job. People always wanted to
say it was because of my involvement
in the boycott. I cannot say this is
true. I do not like to form in my mind
something I do not have any proof of.”
That exemplifies this incredible hum-
bleness that marked everything that
she did.

I said the first person I am going to
bring into my congressional office staff
is Rosa Parks, and she accepted. Never
once have I ever heard her raise her
voice in anger. Never once have I heard
her speak negative or unkind remarks
about anybody, this persona, this mod-
est woman of incredible determination
who, by the way, brought Martin Lu-
ther King into Montgomery to help
lead the Montgomery bus boycott,
which was the start of his career as a
civil rights leader. Yet this humble
woman, quiet, dignified, always pleas-
antly composed, was able to bring for-
ward this and other countless acts of
civil disobedience which resulted in us
changing the way that America oper-
ates.

It was Rosa Parks that did all of this;
and what I wanted to do was let Mem-
bers know that she, by bringing Martin
King into this matter, was able to
begin a civil rights movement much,
much larger than the boycott itself.

She then started the Rosa and Ray-
mond Parks Institute for Self-Develop-
ment, a nonprofit organization that
sought to motivate youth. On this rec-
ognition of the 50th anniversary of that
refusal to give up her seat, I am very
proud that the Congress has chosen to
join in with us by way of this concur-
rent resolution and remember this in-
credible point in American history.

I lift up the name of Ms. Elaine
Steele, who has been with Rosa Parks
for years and years as her assistant, as
her counselor, as her dearest friend,
and attorney Gregory J. Reed who has
given her the legal background and
support that she has needed from time
to time.

This is a great day in the history of
America that we remember. It is a
great day in the Congress that we can
remember that Martin King challenged
his own country which he loved very
much. But when he felt it was wrong,
dissent was the highest form of patriot-
ism that he could exemplify what this
country stood for. And civil rights pio-
neer Rosa Parks, by displaying her de-
fiant act of courage 50 years ago, has
made this country more of what it
ought to be than anyone else that I can
think of.

So I join with my colleagues in cele-
brating the ideals of Ms. Parks and the
civil rights movement.

Today we honor Rosa Parks and her deci-
sion to stand up to injustice 50 years ago. On
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December 1, 1955, Ms. Parks refused to obey
a bus driver's order that she give up her bus
seat in the black section to a white man be-
cause the white section was full.

It is the courage, dignity, and determination
that Ms. Parks exemplified on this day that al-
lows most historians to credit her with begin-
ning the modern day civil rights movement.
Ms. Parks’ actions on December 1, 1955 led
to the desegregation of American society and
enabled all of this Nation’s citizens to realize
freedom and equality.

The arrest of Ms. Parks led African-Ameri-
cans and sympathizers of other races to boy-
cott the Montgomery city bus line until the
buses in Montgomery were desegregated. The
381-day Montgomery bus boycott encouraged
other courageous people across the United
States to organize in protest and demand
equal rights for all.

The fearless acts of civil disobedience dis-
played by Rosa Parks and others resulted in
the United States Supreme Court, on Novem-
ber 13, 1956, affirming a district court decision
that held that Montgomery segregation codes
deny and deprive African-Americans of the
equal protection of the laws. This decision
would lead to other landmark Supreme Court
decisions in which the Court would rule in the
interest of justice and equality.

In the years following the Montgomery bus
boycott, Ms. Parks moved to Detroit, Ml in
1957 and continued her civil rights work by
working in my district office. Ms. Parks was
with the office from 1965 until 1988. In the
more than 20 years that Ms. Parks was in the
office, she worked with a tireless spirit for the
people of Detroit and other Americans.

In 1987, she started the Rosa and Raymond
Parks Institute for Self Development in Detroit,
a nonprofit organization which motivates youth
to reach their highest potential. So it is with
great pleasure and honor that | stand today to
recognize not only a civil rights pioneer, but a
member of my staff, a constituent, and a
friend.

It is in this recognition of the 50th anniver-
sary of Ms. Parks’ refusal to give up her seat
on the bus, that | ask the Congress and the
great people of this Nation to work with the
same courage, dignity, and determination ex-
emplified by her to address modern day in-
equalities and injustices. As a result of Hurri-
cane Katrina, these inequalities and injustices
are at the forefront of public consciousness
and it is our job to do something about it.

Ms. Parks has said, “Until everyone can
enjoy the same opportunities, people cannot
be equal. | am glad that segregation is no
longer considered acceptable, but the fight for
equal rights must go on until we have the
same privileges and opportunities as those
who are in power.”

Civil rights pioneer Rosa Parks displayed a
defiant act of courage 50 years ago to better
this country for all of its citizens. | know that
this Congress and the people of this Nation
can work to further the ideals of Ms. Parks
and the civil rights movement.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H. Con. Resolution 208,
recognizing the 50th anniversary of Rosa
Parks’ refusal to give up her seat on the bus
and the subsequent desegregation of Amer-
ican society. Passage of this bill will not only
recognize the important anniversary, but also
reaffirm the United States’ continuing commit-
ment to the legacy of Rosa Parks and the civil
rights movement as a whole.
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On December 1, 1954, Rosa Parks boarded
her normal bus home and sat down in one of
the “colored” aisles toward the back of the
bus. Soon, the bus began to fill, and Rosa
was ordered to vacate her seat to accommo-
date the white passengers. She simply but
stubbornly refused.

This peaceful act of protest sparked a city-
wide boycott of the bus system by the African
American community. Men, women and chil-
dren of Montgomery, Alabama refrained from
riding the bus and instead either walked, rode
their bikes or carpooled to work. In an impres-
sive show of strength and courage, the boy-
cott endured for over a year, and people
across the nation joined with those in Mont-
gomery. After 381 days, the City bus line fi-
nally relented and desegregated the buses.

Four days after the initial incident on the
bus, a young man stood up in front of a large
audience, having just been appointed as the
head of the boycott: “There comes a time,”
the man said, “that people get tired. We are
here this evening to say to those who have
mistreated us for so long, that we are tired,
tired of being segregated and humiliated, tired
of being kicked about by the brutal feet of op-
pression.” The name of that young man
spurred to action by Rosa Parks was Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.

Rosa was found guilty that very same day
of breaking the city’s segregation law. It was
50 years ago that Rosa Parks chose to peace-
fully but willfully stand up—or rather sit
down—against the abhorrent laws that seg-
regated this country. Let us honor and cele-
brate what Rosa Louise Parks helped this
country accomplish half a century ago, but
also remember that her fight is not over. This
anniversary reminds us of the battles against
inequality and injustice still being fought here
and across the world today.

| support H. Con. Res. 208 for the foregoing
reasons, and | urge my colleagues to follow
suit.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today as an
original cosponsor of H. Con. Res. 208, a res-
olution recognizing the 50th anniversary of
Rosa Louise Parks’ refusal to give up her seat
on a city bus in Montgomery, Alabama. On
December 1, 1955, Ms. Parks challenged dec-
ades of social injustice and inequality; she op-
posed a racist authority; she initiated a move-
ment of change. It was on that day 50 years
ago, that a woman spoke up for not only her-
self, but for the freedoms of all people, every-
where when she refused to give up her seat.

Ms. Parks’ service to the civil rights move-
ment began long before that fateful December
day. Born and raised in Alabama, Rosa Louise
McCauley attended the Alabama State Teach-
ers College before marrying Raymond Parks
in 1932. Together, they worked for the Mont-
gomery branch chapter of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). Ms. Parks took on leadership roles
in the organization, serving as a secretary and
then as an advisor to the NAACP Youth Coun-
cil. These efforts to improve the lives of those
in segregated societies grew into a movement
to end segregation outright. That movement
found a voice in Rosa Parks.

On December 1, 1955, Ms. Parks boarded
a Montgomery city bus through the rear en-
trance. She sat in the section designated for
“colored.” She obeyed the ludicrous segrega-
tion laws until a white man, wanting a seat,
demanded hers. It was then that Ms. Parks
decided that her compliance would end.
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Ms. Parks was arrested for her civil disobe-
dience. The arrest incited a reaction. Ms.
Parks, Martin Luther King Jr., and others
channeled that reaction to form one of the
most powerful and positive movements in
world history. The following day, civil rights ad-
vocates organized a boycott of the bus system
that lasted for 381 days. On November 13,
1956, the Supreme Court ruled that segrega-
tion on the transportation system was uncon-
stitutional and this provided one of the first vic-
tories for desegregation. We recognize the
many people responsible for the effective boy-
cott and the tremendous support of civil rights
leadership. But, today, we celebrate the
woman who imbued the movement with such
dedication, dignity, and courage.

Rosa Parks’ commitment to civil rights con-
tinued with her work in the office of my col-
leagues, Representative JOHN CONYERS, Jr.,
from 1965-1988. In 1987, she established the
Rosa and Raymond Parks Institute for Self
Development to motivate youths. She has
been honored for her contributions to society
with the NAACP’s Springarn Medal in 1979,
the Martin Luther King, Jr., Nonviolent Peace
Prize in 1980, the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom in 1996, and the Congressional Gold
Medal in 1999.

Let us honor the 50th anniversary of Ms.
Parks’ refusal to give up her seat. Let us cele-
brate the lifetime achievements of a truly in-
credible woman. | urge my colleagues to join
me in supporting H. Con. Res. 208.

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in strong
support of the resolution commemorating
Rosa Parks on the 50th Anniversary of her re-
fusal to give up her seat on a Montgomery,
Alabama bus and comply with an unjust law.

| also want to thank my colleague from
Michigan, Mr. CONYERS, for offering this impor-
tant amendment and for his courage, leader-
ship, and vision as the ranking member on the
House Judiciary Committee and the Dean of
the Congressional Black Caucus.

Without question, Rosa Parks, was a pivotal
force in the struggle for civil rights in America.

Ms. Parks’ courageous action touched mil-
lions of lives, serving as a catalyst for the leg-
endary bus boycott in Alabama and acting as
a critical turning point in the African-American
civil rights movement.

With the support of Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and other civil rights activists, Rosa Parks
demonstrated the power of individuals and
communities to tear down injustice and bring
about social change.

Her spark ignited a fire that helped to re-
verse segregation, raise public consciousness,
and challenge our democracy to guarantee
and secure liberty and justice for all.

Rosa Parks is a true shero. But as we com-
memorate Rosa and her actions today, let us
not forget that we still have much more work
to do.

It is our job as representatives of the people
to pick up the banner carried by Rosa Parks,
Martin Luther King, Medger Evers, and others
and ensure that our children and our children’s
children can live in a world free of ignorance,
prejudice, discrimination and racism.

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr.
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SENSENBRENNER) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the concur-
rent resolution, H. Con. Res. 208.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

KATRINA VOLUNTEER
PROTECTION ACT OF 2005

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 3736) to protect vol-
unteers assisting the victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3736

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Katrina Vol-
unteer Protection Act of 2005".

SEC. 2. PROTECTION OF VOLUNTEERS.

(a) QUALIFIED IMMUNITY FROM SUIT.—Any
person or entity (including any Indian Tribe)
that, in response to harm caused by Hurri-
cane Katrina of 2005, voluntarily, in good
faith, and without a preexisting duty or ex-
pectation of compensation, renders aid (in-
cluding medical treatment and rescue assist-
ance) to any individual, shall not be liable
for any injury (including personal injury,
property damage or loss, and death) arising
out of or resulting from that aid that was
not caused by—

(1) willful, wanton, reckless or criminal
conduct of that person or entity; or

(2) conduct of that person or entity that
constitutes a violation of a Federal or State
civil rights law.

(b) PREEMPTION.—This Act preempts the
laws of a State to the the extent such laws
are inconsistent with this Act, except that
this Act shall not preempt any State law
that provides additional protection from li-
ability relating to volunteers.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER) and
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
CONYERS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. SENSENBRENNER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members may have 5 legislative days
within which to revise and extend their
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on H.R. 3736 currently under con-
sideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.
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Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, thousands of America’s
volunteers have already answered the
call to help those suffering in the wake
of Hurricane Katrina. But, unfortu-
nately, many are hindered in their ef-
forts or held back from joining the re-
lief effort in the first place by the
threat of legal liability.
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