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region from all levels of government
are in charge of the national response
in the coming days.

Congress must look at the coming
months and years.

Toward that end, last week, the
Speaker and Senator FRIST announced
their intention to create a bipartisan,
bicameral, select committee of senior
Members and Senators to review and
report findings about the preparations
for and response to Hurricane Katrina.
Isolated partisan attacks of the bipar-
tisan committee notwithstanding, it
will allow and require the Congress to
do its constitutional duty to review the
recovery and the policies that govern
it.

The joint select committee will
work, as even its shrillest critics must
know.

Meanwhile, this week, the House is
at work developing targeted policies
for the ongoing national response, from
a bill to protect Katrina’s good Sa-
maritans from predatory trial lawyers,
to a bill to encourage more charitable
giving to the Katrina private relief ef-
fort by providing targeted tax relief for
the contributors to the recovery.

These and other policies will be
brought to the floor as they are ready
so that the House can respond as
quickly and as effectively as possible.

Our entire Nation has its work cut
out for it, recovering from this trag-
edy. The House will meet its responsi-
bility, in the aftermath of this emer-
gency, to lead.

———

CREATING A CABINET-LEVEL DE-
PARTMENT OF PEACE AND NON-
VIOLENCE

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, from
our deepest silence, from that place
within each of us that knows peace,
from our heart of hearts which con-
nects us to the world and to the heart
of the world, we know that fear leads
to violence, that violence leads to war,
that war leads to total destruction. Yet
we do not want to fear, we do not want
violence, we do not want war, we want
peace. We desire peace so intensely
that we are willing to do almost any-
thing to achieve it, including spending
half of our resources for arms to help
feel secure.

We know we cannot continue on this
perilous path of seeking peace through
violence. We know that this approach
offers our children no future at all.

So today we make a new beginning
with House bill 3760, legislation to cre-
ate a Cabinet-level department of
peace and nonviolence. In doing so,
dozens of Members of this Congress an-
nounced that we choose courage over
fear and hope over despair. We an-
nounce our desire to create a new
America and a new world.
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CHILDREN’S SAFETY ACT

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, sexual pred-
ators lurk in the shadows of our neigh-
borhoods and prey on those who are in-
nocent and defenseless. Many sex of-
fenders are living under the radar of
local law enforcement and continue to
elude the criminal justice system.

But we are bringing forth legislation
that strengthens the critical need of
protecting the safety of our children.
H.R. 3132, the Children’s Safety Act,
addresses the growing epidemic of vio-
lence against children and enhances
their safety from convicted sex offend-
ers through coordinated State sex of-
fender registration and notification
programs.

One of the most crucial problems is
that over 100,000 sex offenders are
“missing.”” They have not complied
with sex offender registration require-
ments. This legislation remedies this
crisis by ensuring compliance and en-
forcement.

Child exploitation and sexual abuse
are a growing predicament. This bill
tightens mandatory minimums for
crimes of violence against children. It
expands the category of crimes to in-
clude juvenile sex offenses, possession
of child pornography, and a new defini-
tion of sex offense.

It is time to shed light on this most
egregious crime and tighten the outlets
sex offenders use to desecrate our
world.

—————

HURRICANE KATRINA
ACCELERATED TAX BENEFITS ACT

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, as we
consider tax incentives for businesses
that have been affected by Hurricane
Katrina and help them get up and run-
ning, we must also help the affected
families get up and running. Both are
essential endeavors.

Americans have lost their homes and
incomes through no fault of their own.

In the coming days, I will introduce
the Hurricane Katrina Accelerated Tax
Benefits Act. This bill will fast-track
the Earned Income Tax Credit, the
Child Tax Credit, and educational in-
centives such as the Hope and Lifetime
Learning Credits to the people in the
Gulf Coast, providing these hard-work-
ing Americans with much-needed re-
sources. It will stimulate the economy
and help rebuild the lives of affected
Americans.

These Americans who have lost so
much should receive their tax refunds
now. They have worked for it, and they
have earned it.

There is a precedent for fast-tracking
tax refunds during times of crisis. Fol-
lowing the tragic events of September
11, 2001, Congress passed legislation to
fast-track the Child Tax Credit re-
funds.
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Mr. Speaker, we cannot undo the
damage wrought by Hurricane Katrina,
but we can begin to restore lives. By
taking these steps, we can quickly de-
liver the funds to these families who
have worked hard and paid taxes.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
advancing this important legislation.

———

HOMELAND SECURITY VERSUS
FOREIGN AID

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, it is the desire
to be frugal that led the Base Closure
Commission to recommend the retire-
ment of the 147th Fighter Wing from
Ellington Field in Houston, Texas.

The removal of these aircraft would
severely weaken the military’s ability
to protect the City of Houston, NASA,
the Port of Houston, the Port of Beau-
mont, and Port Arthur. It is for that
reason that I have introduced House
Resolution 412 which calls for the
President to work with the Secretary
of Homeland Security to ensure that
any base closings do not affect home-
land security inadvertently.

Mr. Speaker, we should reevaluate
our foreign giveaway programs if we
want to save money. When homeland
security is at stake and the energy cap-
ital of the world is potentially without
fighter protection, the penny pinchers
need to reevaluate their priorities.

Like every mother tells her child,
“‘safety first.” So we need to keep the
F-16s flying over Southeast Texas and
the energy capital of the world.

———

GAMING INDUSTRY'S RESPONSE
TO HURRICANE KATRINA

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, as mil-
lions of people lost their homes and
their jobs, the casino and gaming in-
dustry in the Gulf Coast region is help-
ing them in the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina.

I applaud the American Gaming As-
sociation for setting up the Gaming In-
dustry Katrina Relief Fund to raise
money to provide disaster relief and as-
sistance to gaming employees in Mis-
sissippi and Louisiana.

Gaming companies have created pro-
grams to help their employees after the
devastation of the hurricane. Among
other relief efforts, Harrah’s Entertain-
ment has established a $1 million Em-
ployee Recovery Fund and is paying
employee wages for 90 days, Boyd Gam-
ing is paying employees for 8 weeks,
and the MGM Mirage has established a
call center and paycheck distribution
center in Biloxi.

The gaming industry is taking care
of their employees in the areas ravaged
by the hurricane. As usual, the indus-
try has stepped up to the plate to help
their employees weather the storm and



September 14, 2005

their communities to rebuild. I applaud
the gaming industry for all they do.

———
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THANKS TO QATAR

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, in
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, we
as a people should take note of those
who immediately rushed forward to
help. As a senior member of the Inter-
national Relations Committee, I rise
today to express my personal gratitude
as well as that of my fellow Americans
to the royal family and to the people of
Qatar who once again demonstrated
their generosity, friendship, and soli-
darity with the people of the United
States at a time of our maximum suf-
fering.

When it really counted, Qatar
stepped forward with a generous gift of
$100 million to the American victims of
Hurricane Katrina.

Qatar is a small country, yet it must
rank near the top of America’s list of
friends and allies. With the leadership
of a thoughtful and progressive royal
family, Qatar is building democratic
institutions including elections, free-
dom of press and religion, and a rec-
ognition of the rights of women.

Furthermore, after 9/11, our military
was permitted to establish its head-
quarters in Qatar, which is vital to the
safety of our troops and the success of
America’s operations in Afghanistan
and Iraq.

Thank you, Qatar. You have proven
to be friends when we needed you the
most, and we will not forget it.

———

HURRICANE KATRINA EVACUEES
IN THE DREAM CENTER

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, over the
weekend I visited the Dream Center in
Los Angeles, California, which is cur-
rently housing over 250 evacuees of
Hurricane Katrina. The Dream Center
has committed to feeding, housing and
clothing these evacuees. The stories
that I heard from them are gut wrench-
ing. I met a woman who escaped with
her two nephews and her 80-year-old
mother, Sheila Bell.

I also visited with a father who was
caring for his youngster who is 1 year
old. But Mrs. Bell, unfortunately, was
separated from her daughters. Her
daughters are somewhere in Texas. She
cannot find them. She wants to hear
from them. And I want to also applaud
the firemen and the first responders
who risked their own lives to help
those in need to leave the center.

Mrs. Bell recounted that the water
level in her house came up to her neck.
But there are many stories like hers.
And one of the things that I have to
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bring forward is the fact that FEMA
made a promise to give these evacuees
assistance.

Now, it is 2 weeks, the assistance is
not there. Political hacks have pushed
aside the professionals out of FEMA.
Since this President took office, 4.1
million people have slipped into pov-
erty. The poor and underserved of the
Gulf are the hardest hit. They are the
ones that need our help.

Let us move forward and help those
that need our assistance now.

—————

RED TAPE AND HURRICANE
RELIEF

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, many of us
were appalled at the red tape that hin-
dered the Hurricane Katrina relief ef-
forts. Hundreds of surgeons and para-
medics were stranded in a state-of-the-
art mobile hospital without patients to
treat, prevented by Louisiana State of-
ficials from mobilizing their taxpayer-
funded hospital closer to the disaster
zone. State homeland security officials
prevented the Red Cross from trucking
in supplies in the immediate after-
math.

Police shut down a key bridge after
the hurricane hit, preventing escape by
victims of the storm. Churches in Lou-
isiana asked by FEMA to take in vic-
tims of the hurricane have received no
financial assistance from the agency,
because FEMA cannot offer assistance
to uncertified faith-based groups.

Survivors sleep on the floors of these
churches while FEMA is storing unused
cots in Louisiana warehouses. The
worst thing that can come from all of
these hearings, investigations, and
commissions is more red tape of the
sort that has slowed current relief ef-
forts and probably cost many, many
lives.

———
HURRICANE KATRINA TRAGEDY

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, many people responded admirably
and effectively in New Orleans and
throughout the Gulf Coast. But the
fact is that a natural disaster was
turned into a human travesty because
of incompetence, disorganization, and
misplaced priorities.

And the answer does not lie in the
firing of Michael Brown. It has been ap-
parent to many who have watched
what has happened within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security that FEMA
has been unvalued within this adminis-
tration, and as a result became a
dumping ground for political hacks.

The fact is that 75 percent of FEMA’s
money has had to go to terrorism-re-
lated situations, such as paying over-
time for TSA airport screeners, which
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means that preparation for the possi-
bility of flooding in New Orleans or an
earthquake in San Francisco get very
low priority.

In fact, we are not even preparing
adequately now for an earthquake in
San Francisco when two out of three of
FEMA’s highest priorities have already
occurred with New York and New Orle-
ans.

Mr. Speaker, another natural tragedy
cannot be allowed to become another
human travesty. We have to get into
the guts of this organization, weed out
the incompetents and fund it ade-
quately and appropriately.

———

THANKS TO NASHVILLE
ORGANIZATIONS

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, you
know some in Washington are choosing
to score political points on the devas-
tation caused by Hurricane Katrina.
But out there in real America, real
Americans are working to assist those
who have been displaced.

I want to thank them for the great
work that they are doing. Last week, I
thanked our Memphis-area organiza-
tions who are helping our Gulf neigh-
bors. Today I want to recognize the fol-
lowing Nashville-area organizations
providing shelter. We have the
Crievewood Baptist Church and Tulip
Grove Baptist Church and their con-
gregations; Clear View Baptist Church
in Williamson County is providing
shelter as well as food.

Grace Works Ministries is collecting
clothing and hygiene Kkits, and the
Interfaith Dental Clinic is providing
acute dental emergency care for free.
The Montgomery Bell Academy Serv-
ice Club has loaded an 18-wheeler full
of supplies, and they sent it south to
Mississippi.

In Montgomery County, the Hilldale
Church of Christ is doing the good
work of taking in our neighbors.

I have been in Mississippi to help
with the relief efforts, and I applaud
the Nation’s aid organizations and all
of the work the local charities and the
outstanding volunteers are giving to
our neighbors in need.

———

IN SUPPORT OF THE CHILDREN’S
SAFETY ACT

(Ms. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, some-
times numbers paint a dramatic pic-
ture. According to a survey conducted
by the U.S. Department of Justice, one
in five children 10 to 17 years old are
recipients of unwanted sexual solicita-
tions online. One of every seven vic-
tims of sexual assault is under the age
of 6. One in five girls will be sexually
exploited before they reach adulthood.
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