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and its failure to address the land and water 
conservation and management needs of our 
nation. The Land and Water Conservation 
Fund has been a valuable program for my dis-
trict. This has been a fund to assist commu-
nities in helping preserve open space to pro-
tect and conserve unique landscapes. The cut 
in funding for the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund is a cut in land conservation for Col-
orado. 

For those who know, the 3rd Congressional 
District is comprised of rural communities con-
taining millions of acres of public lands. These 
public lands are managed by the U.S. Forest 
Service, Bureau of Land Management, Na-
tional Park Service, and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service. These agencies and public lands pro-
vide many benefits for the local communities 
in my district. I am disappointed with the de-
crease in funding to these agencies in this 
year’s Interior Appropriations Conference Re-
port. These agencies have to maintain a dif-
ficult balance of managing our nation’s public 
lands with budget constraints. By cutting fund-
ing to these agencies it makes it very difficult 
for them to maintain their current management 
practices and leaves our nation’s public lands 
in jeopardy. 

With that being said, this report does have 
some positive aspects. The funding of $5.6 bil-
lion for Indian programs is beneficial for school 
and hospital construction, education grants, 
human services programs, and law enforce-
ment needs. These programs are essential for 
the Native American reservations within my 
district. 

More often than not, in the West, the Fed-
eral Government is not just your neighbor, it is 
the entire neighborhood. Since most of my 
district cannot raise taxes, Payment in Lieu of 
Funding is vital. These counties with public 
lands within their boundaries need this funding 
for schools, roads, and other infrastructure 
needs. This program has never been fully 
funded, yet my counties are dependent upon 
this program. I hope to see this program fully 
funded next year. 

I also want to see continued funding for the 
National Fire Plan and the forest health initia-
tives. These programs need to see increased 
funding due to the continued drought periods 
in the West and the current pine beetle epi-
demic. If the beetle infestations are not ad-
dressed, we will continue to see our forests 

decimated. These insects will continue to 
cause fire hazards in our nation’s forests if we 
do not get them under control. 

I urge Congress next year to fully fund 
these agency budgets. This is critical to the 
Western States and our existence. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Representatives OBEY and DICKS for their as-
sistance in securing $100,000 for Montrose’s 
City Hall Renovation Project. The City Hall 
building of Montrose was built in 1926 and has 
been well preserved throughout the years. 
However, as the City and County continues to 
grow, so too must the building in order to ac-
commodate the needs of the people. Pre-
serving and expanding the City Hall building in 
Montrose will allow us to keep a part of history 
alive for future generations of Colorado. Mr. 
Speaker once again I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of this legislation. We need to 
sure up our VA budget so we can continue to 
provide critical health care services to our na-
tion’s veterans. In the future we need to re-
store the Land and Water Conservation fund-
ing and fully fund our agencies budgets. 

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I have no further requests for 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALDEN of Oregon). Without objection 
the previous question is ordered on the 
conference report. 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the conference report. 
Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX the 

yeas and nays are ordered. 
Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX fur-

ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and that I may include tab-
ular and extraneous material on the 
conference report to accompany H.R. 
2985. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2985, 
LEGISLATIVE BRANCH APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2006 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I call up the conference report on 
the bill (H.R. 2985), making appropria-
tions for the Legislative Branch for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, 
and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 396, the con-
ference report is considered read. 

(For conference report and statement 
see proceedings of the House of July 26, 
2005 at Page H6628.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LEWIS) and 
the gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
OBEY) each will control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I might 
consume. I do not expect that we will 
use very much of our time, Mr. Speak-
er. 

The conference report I bring forth 
today to fund the legislative branch in-
volves those activities providing some 
$3 billion, 800 million, an increase of 4.5 
percent over the year 2005. 

Mr. Speaker, the adjustments upward 
almost entirely represent increased ex-
penditures for our police services and 
security around the Capitol campus, 
and, beyond that, expenses that are di-
rectly related to the development of 
the Congressional Visitors Center. 

Otherwise the bill is absolutely flat 
in terms of spending over 2005–2006. It 
is a very, very lean bill. I urge the 
Members to support the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I submit the following 
for the RECORD: 
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Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 

my time. 
Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self 5 minutes. 
Mr. Speaker, at the risk of beating a 

dead horse, I would once again like to 
express my profound misgivings about 
supporting this bill this afternoon. 

Obviously this Chamber has basic ex-
penses, and they have to be paid for, 
but I want to suggest that I think that 
the visitors center, which is now being 
constructed on the east side of the Cap-
itol, is a project which, while it might 
be desirable, has been managed in such 
an outlandish fashion that I think be-
fore it is done, it is going to bring 
great embarrassment to this institu-
tion. 

The fact is that that center started 
out costing around $90 million. Before 
it is finished, it is now going to cost a 
good $600 million. It was supposed to be 
open by 2005. We are going to be lucky 
if it will be open and fully operational, 
if we ignore the nice word games that 
we have been presented by the Archi-
tect’s office; in fact, we will be lucky if 
this is fully operational by the year 
2007. 

In my view, this project has been 
mismanaged as badly as the entire Fed-
eral budget has been mismanaged. That 
hole that we used to have out here, I 
think, was symbolic of the hole in logic 
that has dominated the administration 
of this entire project. 

I have two principal objections to 
that visitors center. Number one, I 
think it is far too expensive. And, sec-
ondly, I object to the misallocation of 
space in that project. 

Now, I have seen three different sto-
ries that have purportedly reported on 
my objections to the center. And each 
of those stories leaves the impression 
that my major concern is simply that 
Congress did not have enough room. 
That is not my point at all. 

My point is that when you have such 
a huge addition of space to the Capitol, 
that space should be allocated in an in-
telligent way, in a way which makes 
Congress more efficient, in a way 
which gives Congress more working 
space as opposed to propaganda space. 

We are going to have a lot of money 
lavished on a media center. We are 
going to have all of the creature com-
forts that you can imagine for any of 
the reporters who cover Members of 
Congress in that media center. But 
there will be very little done to make 
this Congress more able to sit down in 
a timely fashion in conference and 
work out our differences. 

So I think a tremendous amount of 
space has been wasted. And I think a 
tremendous amount of taxpayers’ dol-
lars have been wasted. And the reason 
I am voting against this is because I 
think this is the last chance that any 
of us will have to ask the leadership of 
this House and the Architect’s office to 
at least review the way space is being 
allocated, at least review the way tax-
payer dollars are being expended. 

We are going to have, when this 
project is over, we will have a project 

which is cosmetically beautiful, no 
question about that. There will be lots 
of Taj Mahal marble show space, but 
there will be very little working space 
that will be added. 

b 1715 

I think that if we are not getting the 
biggest bang from the buck we ought 
to be getting out of a project like this. 
I do believe that not only is the cost of 
this project out of control, I think the 
heating center project which is also on-
going is also going to wind up embar-
rassing this institution significantly. 

So I intend to vote ‘‘no.’’ I am not 
going to particularly try to ask anyone 
to vote any which way, but I intend to 
vote ‘‘no’’ because I think this visitor 
center represents a missed opportunity 
and a spectacular case of mismanage-
ment and wasting of taxpayer funds. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is by way of sug-
gesting to my colleagues in the body 
that my friend, the gentleman from 
Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), is raising serious 
questions regarding the visitor center, 
and because of that focus he has not 
spent a lot of time today talking about 
the fundamentals of this bill that re-
late to supporting the institution, the 
work of the legislative branch, an ef-
fort which is fundamental to our being 
successful as a legislative branch. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
OBEY) and I share together great con-
cern about making sure that work goes 
forward and goes forward successfully. 
We are partners. In connection with 
this, I, frankly, today would like to 
predict at least that somewhere out 
there before we leave the Congress, the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) 
and I together will walk with our 
brides through this visitors centers and 
have different kinds of observations. 
We will enjoy much of the Taj, but in 
the meantime it will be a fabulous ad-
dition to the Congress, the largest ad-
dition that has been made in our life-
time at any rate, my public affairs life-
time. 

I am very proud of the work of this 
subcommittee, the work they have 
done to carry forward the effort of the 
legislative branch. 

Mr. Speaker, if the gentleman would 
not mind, I would like to take just a 
moment to ask my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD), to 
kind of introduce your piece of that be-
cause the gentleman from Wisconsin 
(Mr. OBEY) and he share similar inter-
ests regarding the real work of the leg-
islative branch. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD). 

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to say this is a good bill. It is a 
bill that every Member should support. 
It is a bill that takes care of all the 

things that get done around here. 
Every day there is a RECORD printed of 
every word that is spoken in the House. 
Every day there are Clerks that show 
up here that help the Members. Every 
day there are people here that take 
care of the security of the Capitol. 
Every day there are people here to 
make sure that we can come and do our 
work and this bill takes care of all of 
that. 

That is why it is a bill that is abso-
lutely critical to every Member of this 
institution. It is a bill that I think 
highlights some of the important 
things that have gone on and will go on 
around here in terms of opportunities 
to enhance the facilities, one of the 
most beautiful, magnificent buildings 
in the world, and the one across the 
street, the Library of Congress, is also 
accounted for, and the staff that work 
there and provide the kind of re-
sources, the people that do the re-
search that help us write the bills 
around here and all of that staff. 

There is also in this bill the oppor-
tunity not only to enhance a visitors 
center, which may not be perfect but 
one that is sorely needed, but there are 
also provisions in this bill to account 
for what happens if some sort of na-
tional calamity would fall upon the 
United States Capitol, the idea of con-
tinuity and how we should succeed our-
selves around here. I think that is an 
important part of it. 

I hope during our deliberations next 
year we can consider some sort of gov-
ernance board for the visitors center to 
account for maybe a little bit more op-
portunity to look at how it should be 
run and how it should be operated. But 
this is a good bill. 

This is the bill that says to all of the 
people that make this institution 
work, we are grateful to you. This is 
the bill that says to all the people who 
help us get our jobs done, we thank you 
for what you do. And this is a bill that 
deserves the support of every Member 
of the Chamber. 

I encourage all Members to vote 
‘‘aye’’ on the legislative branch bill so 
that we can continue to keep the oper-
ations of the United States Capitol, the 
House of Representatives, the United 
States Senate, and all the workings of 
this great institution going. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me thank the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD) for 
reminding me that I forgot to mention 
the continuity issue as well. Again, I 
find myself in the minority. 

This is a very important question. 
What we are talking about here is very 
simply, what would happen if a large 
number of Members of Congress were 
obliterated in some kind of terrorist 
attack and we were left in a crisis situ-
ation? And we have very simply a 
choice that needs to be made. We have 
a choice between an operation which 
would allow the executive branch to es-
sentially operate almost any way it 
sees fits with perhaps only a handful of 
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surviving Members for a 45-day period 
until we can have special elections to 
replace Members of Congress who 
might have been killed in such an at-
tack; or we could follow a different 
model under which we would have this 
Congress populated for a temporary pe-
riod by persons who are appointed 
under a previously prescribed proce-
dure until we could have a special elec-
tion so that we would again have elect-
ed representatives for each of the 435 
districts in this House. 

I much prefer the latter. I do not 
think it is a good idea, as this bill does, 
to, in effect, create a situation in 
which we would have one-man rule for 
45 days. We could have literally only a 
handful of Members of Congress who 
had survived an attack, and I do not 
think under those circumstances that 
we want to be ruled by a President 
without any kind of checks and bal-
ances whatsoever. 

So there is an honest, intellectual 
difference of opinion on this question. 
And I think we are going down the 
wrong road. I think that by choosing 
the model that was chosen, what is 
happening is that we are in fact choos-
ing form over substance. It is indeed 
important to have persons who rep-
resent each of our districts be elected 
representatives. But if the Member 
from an individual district is blown 
away in a terrorist attack, it is in my 
judgment, better that that district be 
represented on a temporary basis by an 
appointed person rather than having 
them represented by no one at all for 
that period. 

So that is why I think that this 
House in its haste to find a solution is 
going down the wrong road. 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. OBEY. I yield to the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. LAHOOD. I wonder if the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY) 
would, since I gave him a friendly re-
minder, would be willing to vote for 
the bill now as a result from the fact 
now that you could now expound on 
this for another 5 minutes? 

Mr. OBEY. No, I do not think so. I 
think there is always room in this 
place for protest votes, and this is one 
occasion when I intend to exercise it; 
but I thank the gentleman for his ef-
forts. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 1 minute to the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. LAHOOD). 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to say this. We did have a very 
spirited debate on this issue of con-
tinuity. We really did. I do not know if 
there were 5 or 6 or 7 hours, but the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
BAIRD) had his chance to present his 
bill and have a vote on it. And, frankly, 
not very many Members voted for it. 
And we did have a good debate about 
it, but I think ultimately the Speaker 
decided that we have to get on with 
this issue and this was the place to put 
it. 

It may not be the best place, but it is 
in this bill because I think the Speaker 
felt an obligation that we have to deal 
with this issue at some point. It may 
not be perfect, but we did have a very 
good debate about it, and I think that 
is why it is included in the bill. 

I thank the chairman for allowing me 
to explain that. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WALDEN of Oregon). Without objection, 
the previous question is ordered on the 
conference report. 

There was no objecton. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the conference report. 
Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX, the 

yeas and nays are ordered. 
Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, fur-

ther proceedings on this question will 
be postponed. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2006 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
pending business is the question of 
agreeing to the conference report on 
the bill, H.R. 2361, on which the yeas 
and nays are ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the conference report. 
Pursuant to clause 10 of rule XX, the 

yeas and nays are ordered. 
Pursuant to clause 8 of rule XX, the 

Chair will reduce to 5 minutes the min-
imum time for the electronic vote on 
the question of adoption of the con-
ference report on H.R. 2985. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 410, nays 10, 
not voting 14, as follows: 

[Roll No. 450] 

YEAS—410 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Baca 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bass 
Bean 
Beauprez 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehlert 
Boehner 
Bonilla 

Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd 
Bradley (NH) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (OH) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardin 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carter 
Case 
Castle 

Chabot 
Chandler 
Chocola 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Cunningham 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis (TN) 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
DeLay 
Dent 

Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Doggett 
Doolittle 
Doyle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Edwards 
Ehlers 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Evans 
Everett 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Fitzpatrick (PA) 
Foley 
Forbes 
Ford 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gibbons 
Gilchrest 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Green (WI) 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutierrez 
Gutknecht 
Hall 
Harman 
Harris 
Hart 
Hastert 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hayworth 
Herger 
Herseth 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hostettler 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Hyde 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Istook 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Jenkins 
Jindal 
Johnson (CT) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (OH) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kelly 
Kennedy (MN) 
Kennedy (RI) 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick (MI) 

Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline 
Knollenberg 
Kolbe 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Leach 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Maloney 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McKinney 
McMorris 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Menendez 
Mica 
Michaud 
Millender- 

McDonald 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Ney 
Northup 
Norwood 
Nunes 
Nussle 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Ortiz 
Osborne 
Otter 
Owens 
Oxley 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pelosi 
Peterson (MN) 

Peterson (PA) 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pombo 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Ryun (KS) 
Sabo 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sanders 
Saxton 
Schiff 
Schwartz (PA) 
Schwarz (MI) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shaw 
Shays 
Sherman 
Sherwood 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simmons 
Simpson 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Sodrel 
Solis 
Souder 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stearns 
Strickland 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sweeney 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor (MS) 
Taylor (NC) 
Terry 
Thomas 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh 
Wamp 
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