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community folks from our districts to 
be a part of the health care profession. 
It will also improve funded programs to 
help reduce health care disparities such 
as chronic illnesses, asthma, diabetes, 
and obesity. 

It will improve data collection in our 
respective communities with respect to 
race, ethnicity, and language and pro-
mote accountability through the Office 
of Civil Rights and the Office of Minor-
ity Health at the Department of Health 
and Human Services. Lastly, it would 
help to strengthen health care institu-
tions that serve minority populations. 

We look forward to visiting our 
friends in Chicago, Illinois. 

f 

DEMOCRATS’ TRACK RECORD: 
RAISE TAXES 

(Mr. DOOLITTLE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Mr. Speaker, the 
inevitable insolvency of Social Secu-
rity is not a new problem. Since the 
program began in 1935, the number of 
workers per retiree has slipped from 40 
to just three today. And unless Con-
gress acts, the system will be com-
pletely bankrupt by the year 2041. 
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In light of these facts Republicans 

have put forth a variety of proposals to 
make Social Security remain solvent 
for future generations. But up to this 
point, Democrats have chosen to op-
pose our good faith efforts and insist 
that indeed there is no problem. The 
minority party’s only solution to sav-
ing Social Security is the same solu-
tion they have applied to this problem 
for the past 68 years, to raise your 
taxes. On 50 separate occasions when 
faced with critical decisions to shore 
up Social Security, Democrats have re-
sorted to either raising the payroll tax 
rate or the minimum taxable wage. It 
is clear their tax hikes have done noth-
ing more than mask Social Security’s 
inadequacies and postpone real and 
lasting solutions. 

f 

KARL ROVE 
(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, today 
Karl Rove continues to walk around 
the White House with the highest of se-
curity clearances. What does that say 
to our covert CIA agents risking their 
lives around the world? When Karl 
Rove became a top level White House 
employee, he took an oath to abide by 
the guidelines included in a briefing 
book called the Standard Form 3112. 
This form says, and I am quoting, ‘‘Be-
fore confirming the accuracy of what 
appears in the public source, the signer 
of SF 312 must confirm, through an au-
thorized official, that the information 
has, in fact, been declassified. If it has 
not, confirmation of its accuracy is 
also an unauthorized disclosure.’’ 

Rove signed this form promising to 
abide by the rules. Clearly, he broke 
these rules when he told Reporter Mat-
thew Cooper that Joseph Wilson’s wife 
worked for the CIA. 

Furthermore, he also broke the rule 
when he confirmed this same informa-
tion for reporter Robert Novak. It is 
outrageous that Rove continues to 
have access to top secret information. 

f 

RU–486 KILLS WOMEN 

(Mr. SMITH of New Jersey asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, the FDA issued a stern warn-
ing on Tuesday about the dangers to 
women from RU–486, the abortion drug 
the Clinton administration aggres-
sively pushed through approval with-
out proving its safety. Not only is RU– 
486 baby pesticide, killing unborn chil-
dren up to 7 weeks, it is poison to the 
women themselves. Licensed by the 
Population Council, manufactured in 
the PRC, and widely disbursed by 
Planned Parenthood, at least five 
women have died in the U.S. after tak-
ing this dangerous drug. As a result of 
these women’s deaths and serious con-
cerns that many more women have 
died as well—underreporting is a seri-
ous problem—new drug labeling will 
warn women that serious danger of sep-
sis and blood infection can occur. 

Because RU–486 was rushed to ap-
proval by the Clinton administration 
using the expedited FDA subpart H 
process, which is supposed to be used 
for HIV/AIDS and other life-threat-
ening diseases, numerous safety con-
cerns were suppressed, trivialized and 
overlooked. The Clinton FDA approval 
process was a gross sham. The approval 
of RU–486 is a scandal that is today 
killing women. The FDA must pull this 
dangerous drug and Congress must pass 
Holly’s Law. 

f 

TAX REFORM 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, maybe 
we can cool things off by talking about 
a little tax reform. What if we had a 
tax reform proposal that would imme-
diately eliminate the marriage pen-
alty, repeal the death tax, abolish the 
punitive alternative minimum tax, 
eliminate capital gains taxes and allow 
for immediate expensing for business 
and capital equipment? 

Well, in fact we have such reform. In 
case you missed it yesterday, in the 
Washington Times Steve Forbes talks 
about Americans deserve a flat tax, 
and believes that the stage is set for 
fundamental tax reform via the vehicle 
known as the flat tax. Now, fortunately 
Members of this body do not have to 
wait. They can cosponsor H.R. 1040 in-
troduced last March that would provide 
for a flat tax which is voluntary to be 

available to the American people as 
soon as it is signed into law. It is basi-
cally a measure of trusting the Amer-
ican people and giving them a choice to 
opt into a voluntary pro growth sys-
tem. It does encourage investment and 
savings for the first time in a long time 
in this country. I think it is reasonable 
to provide another option to the Amer-
ican people. 

Mr. Forbes concludes his article yes-
terday saying America has a great fu-
ture. The flat tax will help us achieve 
it. I believe it is time to trust the 
American people and allow that to hap-
pen. 

f 

HOMELAND SECURITY 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I think it is appropriate this 
morning, now, 2 weeks to the date, that 
we again offer our sympathy to the 
people of England and particularly the 
City of London. Today we will rise to 
the floor to again discuss and debate 
ways of securing this land. But I feel 
that as Americans we know each other. 
We understand rhetoric versus action. 
It saddens me to stand here and to ac-
knowledge that Democrats over the 
last years and myself as a member of 
the Homeland Security Committee 
have joined those leaders of this issue, 
that we have asked repeatedly for ac-
tual resources to ensure the Nation’s 
railroads and light rail systems and 
bus systems, the very systems that our 
tourists who come to this capital of the 
United States utilize every single day. 
And time after time after time after 
time we have been rebuked, rejected 
and ignored by the Republican major-
ity when it comes to giving resources 
to protecting the Nation’s rail system. 
Yet we can give high taxes, but we can-
not protect those who need to be pro-
tected. We need to do something and 
we need to do it now. 

f 

HONORING ARKANSAS’ PARENTS 
OF THE YEAR 

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, this 
Sunday is Parents Day, an annual day 
commemorating the contribution par-
ents make to our society. Parents Day 
provides an opportunity to recognize 
and promote parenting as a central vo-
cation for our families and commu-
nities. 

In 1994 Congress passed a resolution 
establishing the fourth Sunday of 
every July as Parents Day. According 
to the resolution, Parents Day is estab-
lished for recognizing, uplifting and 
supporting the role of parents and 
rearing of children. 

And in that vein I would like to rec-
ognize one truly special set of parents, 
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Mike and Becky Kneeland of Van 
Buren, Arkansas. They will be receiv-
ing Arkansas’ Parents of the Year 
Award this Sunday, and I am honored 
to be able to recognize them on the 
House floor today. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
please join me in congratulating the 
Kneelands and all the other wonderful 
parents across the country. Their ef-
forts and sacrifices are molding the fu-
ture of this Nation, and parents like 
the Kneelands are setting a wonderful 
example for all of us. 

f 

PATRIOT ACT 

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to speak out today on 
the leadership’s abuse of power on the 
PATRIOT Act. We bring the PATRIOT 
Act to the floor today under a closed 
process. Many amendments, good solid 
bipartisan amendments, were denied. I 
offered two amendments with broad 
support. They were denied. 

The first created a strengthened civil 
liberties board called for by the 9/11 
Commission. This board would protect 
our constitutional freedoms. The sec-
ond, the Right to Read Act, would pro-
tect library patrons from arbitrary 
searches. It would bring the judiciary 
into the equation to protect our free-
doms. 

I believe that we can bring terrorists 
to justice and still protect our con-
stitutional freedoms, but we will not 
do it under this process today. This 
process of not allowing debate on an 
amendment is deeply flawed. It runs 
roughshod over our rights. The leader-
ship should be ashamed. 

f 

PATRIOT ACT 

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, reauthor-
izing the PATRIOT Act today is lit-
erally a matter of life or death because 
it is helping us to win the war on ter-
rorism. Since we passed the PATRIOT 
Act in 2001 we have convicted 212 ter-
rorists and $136 million in terrorist as-
sets have been frozen. Passing the PA-
TRIOT Act is purely a matter of com-
mon sense. 

Is it not common sense that we give 
law enforcement the same tools to go 
after terrorists as they now have to go 
after Mafia dons and drug dealers? 

Is it not common sense that we can 
share data between the intelligence 
community and law enforcement now? 

Is it not common sense that we track 
deadly terrorists even though they 
cross jurisdictional lines or switch cell 
phones? 

The worst thing that the critics can 
say about the PATRIOT Act is that 
supposedly law abiding citizens will 
have their bookstore and library habits 

monitored. That is a totally bogus alle-
gation. You must go before a Federal 
judge, get a court order and prove that 
it is a matter of international ter-
rorism. How many times has that hap-
pened since we passed the PATRIOT 
Act? Exactly zero, according to our At-
torney General. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on the PATRIOT Act. 

f 

ELECTION REFORM 
(Mrs. JONES of Ohio asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. JONES of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I 
just completed a panel discussion with 
Harper’s Weekly about what happened 
in Ohio in election reform, and I just 
want to bring to the attention of the 
American public once again the need 
for this House to pass legislation that 
will provide for electoral reform, no ex-
cuse absentee balloting, holiday voting 
so that people can get to the ballot box 
and vote, an assurance that the head of 
a company who is involved in the proc-
ess of computer machines will not have 
the ability to be the cochair of the 
campaign of someone running for of-
fice, the assurance that the Secretary 
of State cannot be Secretary of State 
and then have the responsibility of 
being a cochair of a campaign. 

Elections are so important in our 
country. We go across the world trying 
to assure democracy and freedom 
across the world. We need to make sure 
that we assure that every vote counts 
in the United States of America. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in signing on 
to the Count Every Vote legislation as 
well as supporting the same legislation 
in the U.S. Senate authored by Senator 
HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON. 

f 

MEDICARE PART D 
(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of Medicare 
Part D, the new prescription drug ben-
efit Congress passed as part of the 
Medicare Modernization Act of 2003. 

Mr. Speaker, if our seniors cannot af-
ford their medications their health is 
going to suffer. That is why it is 
hugely important to provide our sen-
iors with affordable drug coverage 
under Medicare, and CMS has projected 
savings of up to 75 percent off many 
drug prices for Medicare Part D enroll-
ees. 

Seniors can begin signing up for the 
Part D program on November 15. We 
hope to enroll 28 million seniors by 
May of 2006, making it the largest sign- 
up for a new program since the intro-
duction of Medicare and Medicaid. 

That is why we are going to need the 
help of our whole community local sen-
ior centers, commissions on aging, 
friends, families, pastors, volunteers 
and community leaders. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage anyone who 
wants to learn more about Medicare 
Part D, the prescription drug option, to 
call 1–800–MEDICARE or visit the Web 
site, www.medicare.gov. Our seniors 
deserve affordable prescription drugs 
and Part D will be a great benefit to 
their well-being. 

f 

b 1030 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3199, USA PATRIOT AND 
TERRORISM PREVENTION REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2005 
Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 369 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 369 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3199) to extend 
and modify authorities needed to combat 
terrorism, and for other purposes. The first 
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with. 
All points of order against consideration of 
the bill are waived. General debate shall be 
confined to the bill and the amendments 
made in order by this resolution and shall 
not exceed two hours, with one hour and 30 
minutes equally divided and controlled by 
the chairman and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on the Judiciary and 30 
minutes equally divided and controlled by 
the chairman and ranking minority member 
of the Permanent Select Committee on In-
telligence. After general debate the bill shall 
be considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. In lieu of the amendments rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary and the Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence now printed in the bill, it shall 
be in order to consider as an original bill for 
the purpose of amendment under the five- 
minute rule the amendment in the nature of 
a substitute printed in part A of the report of 
the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution. That amendment in the nature of 
a substitute shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against that amendment in 
the nature of a substitute are waived. Not-
withstanding clause 11 of rule XVIII, no 
amendment to that amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be in order except 
those printed in part B of the report of the 
Committee on Rules. Each amendment may 
be offered only in the order printed in the re-
port, may be offered only by a Member des-
ignated in the report, shall be considered as 
read, shall be debatable for the time speci-
fied in the report equally divided and con-
trolled by the proponent and an opponent, 
shall not be subject to amendment, and shall 
not be subject to a demand for division of the 
question in the House or in the Committee of 
the Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill 
to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any 
amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute made in order as origi-
nal text. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 
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