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If Social Security and the war in Iraq
are the President’s priorities, then he
should have no problem placing them
in his budget and explaining to the
American people why these billions of
dollars must be used in Iraq and on his
Social Security privatization plan.

Mr. Speaker, President Bush also
said this budget represents a vision of
his values. Now, if that is the case, one
really has to question the President’s
dedication to one of government’s main
rules, helping those less fortunate.
Once again, the President’s budget
helps provide the blueprint for Repub-
licans to help the wealthiest in our Na-
tion become even wealthier. That is to
the detriment of middle-class and
lower-income Americans who greatly
benefit from many of the programs the
President now wants to cut or elimi-
nate, and for what, more tax breaks
that primarily benefit our Nation’s
wealthiest 1 percent?

The President’s budget shows his
lack of compassion for programs that
benefit my State of New Jersey, our
middle- and lower-income families in
particular. By drastically cutting hous-
ing, education, community policing en-
vironmental protection and Medicaid
programs, the President is turning his
back on middle- and lower-income fam-
ilies in my State of New Jersey.

President Bush’s budget makes sub-
stantial cuts in important education
proposals that are important to my
State. The budget provides only half of
the funding promised for after-school
programs.

In New Jersey, these cuts will mean
nearly 33,000 New Jersey children will
no longer have access to critical after-
school programs. The President’s budg-
et also cuts 440 million in Safe and
Drug Free School grants, 500 million in
education technology State grants, 325
million for the Even Start Literacy
program, and 280 million for the Up-
ward Bound program for inner-city
youth.

Now, this may sound like a lot of bu-
reaucracy, but these are real education
cuts that are going to hurt children.
And yet the President has no problem
cutting those programs while at the
same time continuing his policy of pro-
viding large tax breaks to the wealthi-
est Americans.

Now, these are certainly not my val-
ues; I would hope that they were not
the President’s values. But certainly
the budget says the opposite. The
President also proposes huge cuts in
the Medicaid program. Now, this pro-
gram serves nearly 930,000 children,
seniors and people with disabilities in
my State of New Jersey.

It is estimated that the $60 billion in
cuts that the President is proposing
will cut one-fourth of the Medicaid
money sent to my State over the next
decade. And, Mr. Speaker, New Jersey
and other States simply cannot pick up
this slack. We have a budget shortfall
in New Jersey; we cannot pick up the
Medicaid slack.

At a time when 45 million Americans
are without health care, the President
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shows absolutely no compassion for the
uninsured by proposing these dev-
astating health care cuts.

The President also refused to follow
through with his promise during last
week’s State of the Union address, or I
should say a couple of weeks ago, when
he said he would do everything possible
to help our soldiers and veterans re-
cover.

Well, if you look at the budget, there
is a pitiful half a percent, that is half
a percent increase in veterans affairs
funding. Now, that is a slap in the face
to the millions of men and women who
have fought for our country. Congress
should not neglect these brave Ameri-
cans and should instead reject the
President’s budget proposal when it
comes to veterans.

Mr. Speaker, finally I just want to
say, the President’s budget values and
priorities are, in my opinion, not in the
best interests of America. It is time
that congressional Republicans stand
up to this President and let him know
that his priorities are not the priorities
of their constituents, and I know they
are not.

I hope Congress will reject the Presi-
dent’s budget proposal in the upcoming
months in favor of one that truly takes
the needs of working families into con-
sideration. I think this is a very impor-
tant issue; and I cannot stress enough,
and I speak on behalf of my follow
Democrats, in saying that the Bush
budget simply cannot be allowed to
stand.

———

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF
THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERN-
MENT REFORM, 109TH CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. ToM DAVIS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 2(a)2 of Rule Xl of the
Rules of the House of Representatives, | here-
by submit the rules of the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform for the 109th Congress for
publication in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.
These rules were adopted by voice vote on
February 9, 2005 at an open meeting of the
Committee.

THE RULES OF THE COMMITTEE ON
GOVERNMENT REFORM
RULE 1. APPLICATION OF RULES

Except where the terms ‘‘full committee’’
and ‘‘subcommittee’ are specifically referred
to, the following rules shall apply to the
Committee on Government Reform and its
subcommittees as well as to the respective
chairmen.

RULE 2. MEETINGS

The regular meetings of the full committee
shall be held on the second Tuesday of each
month at 10 a.m., when the House is in ses-
sion. The chairman is authorized to dispense
with a regular meeting or to change the date
thereof, and to call and convene additional
meetings, when circumstances warrant. A
special meeting of the committee may be re-
quested by members of the committee fol-
lowing the provisions of House Rule XI,
clause 2(c)(2). Subcommittees shall meet at
the call of the subcommittee chairmen.
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Every member of the committee or the ap-
propriate subcommittee, unless prevented by
unusual circumstances, shall be provided
with a memorandum at least 3 calendar days
before each meeting or hearing explaining (1)
the purpose of the meeting or hearing; and
(2) the names, titles, background and reasons
for appearance of any witnesses. The ranking
minority member shall be responsible for
providing the same information on witnesses
whom the minority may request.
RULE 3. QUORUMS

(a) A majority of the members of the com-
mittee shall form a quorum, except that two
members shall constitute a quorum for tak-
ing testimony and receiving evidence, and
one-third of the members shall form a
quorum for taking any action other than the
reporting of a measure or recommendation.
If the chairman is not present at any meet-
ing of the committee or subcommittee, the
ranking member of the majority party on
the committee or subcommittee who is
present shall preside at that meeting.

(b) The Chairman of the committee may,
at the request of a subcommittee chairman,
make a temporary assignment of any mem-
ber of the committee to such subcommittee
for the purpose of constituting a quorum at
and participating in any public hearing by
such subcommittee to be held outside of
Washington, DC. Members appointed to such
temporary positions shall not be voting
members. The Chairman shall give reason-
able notice of such temporary assignment to
the ranking members of the committee and
subcommittee.

RULE 4. COMMITTEE REPORTS

Bills and resolutions approved by the com-
mittee shall be reported by the chairman fol-
lowing House Rule XIII, clauses 2 and 4.

A proposed report shall not be considered
in subcommittee or full committee unless
the proposed report has been available to the
members of such subcommittee or full com-
mittee for at least 3 calendar days (excluding
Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays, un-
less the House is in session on such days) be-
fore consideration of such proposed report in
subcommittee or full committee. Any report
will be considered as read if available to the
members at least 24 hours before consider-
ation, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and
legal holidays unless the House is in session
on such days. If hearings have been held on
the matter reported upon, every reasonable
effort shall be made to have such hearings
available to the members of the sub-
committee or full committee before the con-
sideration of the proposed report in such sub-
committee or full committee. Every inves-
tigative report shall be approved by a major-
ity vote of the committee at a meeting at
which a quorum is present.

Supplemental, minority, or additional
views may be filed following House Rule XI,
clause 2(1) and Rule XIII, clause 3(a)(1). The
time allowed for filing such views shall be 3
calendar days, beginning on the day of no-
tice, but excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and
legal holidays (unless the House is in session
on such a day), unless the committee agrees
to a different time, but agreement on a
shorter time shall require the concurrence of
each member seeking to file such views.

An investigative or oversight report may
be filed after sine die adjournment of the last
regular session of Congress, provided that if
a member gives timely notice of intention to
file supplemental, minority or additional
views, that member shall be entitled to not
less than 7 calendar days in which to submit
such views for inclusion with the report.

Only those reports approved by a majority
vote of the committee may be ordered print-
ed, unless otherwise required by the Rules of
the House of Representatives.
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RULE 5. PROXY VOTES
In accordance with the Rules of the House
of Representatives, members may not vote
by proxy on any measure or matter before
the committee or any subcommittee.
RULE 6. RECORD VOTES

A record vote of the members may be had
upon the request of any member upon ap-
proval of a one-fifth vote of the members
present.

RULE 7. RECORD OF COMMITTEE ACTIONS

The committee staff shall maintain in the
committee offices a complete record of com-
mittee actions from the current Congress in-
cluding a record of the roll call votes taken
at committee business meetings. The origi-
nal records, or true copies thereof, as appro-
priate, shall be available for public inspec-
tion whenever the committee offices are
open for public business. The staff shall as-
sure that such original records are preserved
with no unauthorized alteration, additions,
or defacement.

RULE 8. SUBCOMMITTEES; REFERRALS

(a) There shall be seven standing sub-
committees with appropriate party ratios.
The Chairman shall assign members to sub-
committees. Minority party assignments
shall be made only with the concurrence of
the Ranking Minority Member. The sub-
committees shall have the following fixed ju-
risdictions:

(i) Subcommittee on National Security,
Emerging Threats, and International Rela-
tions—All matters relating to the oversight
of national security, emerging threats, vet-
erans affairs, homeland security, and inter-
national relations, including anti-terrorism
efforts, both foreign and domestic, and inter-
national trade.

(i) Subcommittee on Criminal Justice,
Drug Policy and Human Resources—All mat-
ters relating to the criminal justice system,
the Nation’s counter-narcotics programs,
both foreign and domestic, and food and drug
safety; all matters relating to the oversight
of the Judiciary, public health and welfare,
education, arts, the humanities, publicly
sponsored media, and the National Parks.

(iii) Subcommittee on Government Man-
agement, Finance, and Accountability—All
matters relating to financial management of
executive departments and agencies, exclud-
ing acquisition; all matters relating to gov-
ernmental accounting measures; all matters
relating to the overall efficiency and man-
agement of government operations including
program assessment and review and exclud-
ing Federal property; all matters relating to
public records, including presidential
records, the public access to records, advi-
sory committees, and the Archives; and all
matters relating to the oversight of financial
services, government-sponsored enterprises,
and the nation’s economic growth.

(iv) Subcommittee on and Regulatory Af-
fairs—All matters relating to regulatory re-
form, Congressional review, the costs of reg-
ulation, and paperwork reduction measures;
and all matters relating to the oversight of
tax policy.

(v) Subcommittee on Federalism and the
Census—All matters relating to inter-gov-
ernmental relations and aid to the States
and localities, including unfunded mandates,
grant management reform, brownfields
clean-up and redevelopment, and infrastruc-
ture; all matters relating to population and
demography generally, including the Census,
and the Bureau of Economic Analysis. All
matters relating to the oversight of housing
and urban development.

(vi) Subcommittee on Energy and Re-
sources—AIll matters related to the oversight
of environmental policy, natural resources,
and federal land; and all matters related to
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the oversight of energy policy, commerce,
housing, and urban development.

(vii) Subcommittee on the Federal Work-
force and Agency Organization—All matters
relating to the federal civil service, includ-
ing personnel, compensation, employment
benefits and employee relations; all matters
relating to reorganizations of the executive
branch including the study of redundancy;
and all matters relating to the oversight of
workforce, retirement, and health policy.

(b) The full committee shall retain juris-
diction over federal acquisition policy, fed-
eral property, information management,
technology policy, the Postal Service, and
the District of Columbia.

(c) Bills, resolutions, and other matters
shall be expeditiously referred by the Chair-
man to subcommittees for consideration or
investigation in accordance with their fixed
jurisdictions. Where the subject matter of
the referral involves the jurisdiction of more
than one subcommittee or does not fall with-
in any previously assigned jurisdiction, the
chairman shall refer the matter as he may
deem advisable. Bills, resolutions, and other
matters referred to subcommittees may be
reassigned by the Chairman when, in his
judgment, the subcommittee is not able to
complete its work or cannot reach agree-
ment therein. In a subcommittee having an
even number of members, if there is a tie
vote with all members voting on any meas-
ure, the measure shall be placed on the agen-
da for full committee consideration as if it
had been ordered reported by the sub-
committee without recommendation. This
provision shall not preclude further action
on the measure by the subcommittee.

RULE 9. EX OFFICIO MEMBERS

The chairman and the ranking minority
member of the committee shall be ex officio
members of all subcommittees. They are au-
thorized to vote on subcommittee matters;
but, unless they are regular members of the
subcommittee, they shall not be counted in
determining a subcommittee quorum other
than a quorum for taking testimony.

RULE 10. STAFF

Except as otherwise provided by House
Rule X, clauses 6, 7 and 9, the chairman of
the full committee shall have the authority
to hire and discharge employees of the pro-
fessional and clerical staff of the full com-
mittee and of subcommittees.

RULE 11. STAFF DIRECTION
Except as otherwise provided by House
Rule X, clauses 6, 7 and 9, the staff of the
committee shall be subject to the direction
of the chairman of the full committee and
shall perform such duties as he may assign.
RULE 12. HEARING DATES AND WITNESSES

(a) Each subcommittee of the Committee
is authorized to meet, hold hearings, receive
testimony, mark up legislation, and report
to the full Committee on any measure or
matter referred to it.

(b) No subcommittee of the Committee
may meet or hold a hearing at the same time
as a meeting or hearing of the Committee.

(c) The chairman of each subcommittee
shall set hearing and meeting dates only
with the approval of the Chairman with a
view toward assuring the availability of
meeting rooms and avoiding simultaneous
scheduling of Committee and subcommittee
meetings or hearings.

(d) Each subcommittee chairman shall no-
tify the Chairman of any hearing plans at
least two weeks before the date of com-
mencement of hearings, including the date,
place, subject matter, and the names of wit-
nesses, willing and unwilling, who would be
called to testify, including, to the extent he
is advised thereof, witnesses whom the mi-
nority members may request.
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(e) Witnesses appearing before the com-
mittee shall so far as practicable, submit
written statements at least 24 hours before
their appearance and, when appearing in a
non governmental capacity, provide a cur-
riculum vitae and a listing of any Federal
Government grants and contracts received in
the previous fiscal year.

RULE 13. OPEN MEETINGS

Meetings for the transaction of business
and hearings of the committee shall be open
to the public or closed in accordance with
Rule XTI of the House of Representatives.

RULE 14. FIVE-MINUTE RULE

(a) A committee member may question a
witness only when recognized by the chair-
man for that purpose. In accordance with
House Rule XI, clause 2(j)(2), each committee
member may request up to five minutes to
question a witness until each member who so
desires has had such opportunity. Until all
such requests have been satisfied, the chair-
man shall, so far as practicable, recognize al-
ternately based on seniority of those major-
ity and minority members present at the
time the hearing was called to order and oth-
ers based on their arrival at the hearing.
After that, additional time may be extended
at the direction of the chairman.

(b) The chairman, with the concurrence of
the ranking minority member, or the com-
mittee by motion, may permit an equal num-
ber of majority and minority members to
question a witness for a specified, total pe-
riod that is equal for each side and not
longer than thirty minutes for each side.

(c) The chairman, with the concurrence of
the ranking minority member, or the com-
mittee by motion, may permit committee
staff of the majority and minority to ques-
tion a witness for a specified, total period
that is equal for each side and not longer
than thirty minutes for each side.

(d) Nothing in paragraph (b) or (c) affects
the rights of a Member (other than a Member
designated under paragraph (b)) to question
a witness for 5 minutes in accordance with
paragraph (a) after the questioning per-
mitted under paragraph (b) or (c¢). In any ex-
tended questioning permitted under para-
graph (b) or (c), the chairman shall deter-
mine how to allocate the time permitted for
extended questioning by majority members
or majority committee staff and the ranking
minority member shall determine how to al-
locate the time permitted for extended ques-
tioning by minority members or minority
committee staff. The chairman or the rank-
ing minority member, as applicable, may al-
locate the time for any extended questioning
permitted to staff under paragraph (c) to
members.

RULE 15. INVESTIGATIVE HEARING PROCEDURES

Investigative hearings shall be conducted
according to the procedures in House Rule
XI, clause 2(k). All questions put to wit-
nesses before the committee shall be rel-
evant to the subject matter before the com-
mittee for consideration, and the chairman
shall rule on the relevance of any questions
put to the witnesses.

RULE 16. STENOGRAPHIC RECORD

A stenographic record of all testimony
shall be kept of public hearings and shall be
made available on such conditions as the
chairman may prescribe.

RULE 17. AUDIO AND VISUAL COVERAGE OF
COMMITTEE PROCEEDINGS

(a) An open meeting or hearing of the com-
mittee or a subcommittee may be covered, in
whole or in part, by television broadcast,
radio broadcast, Internet broadcast, and still
photography, unless closed subject to the
provisions of House Rule XI, clause 2(g). Any
such coverage shall conform with the provi-
sions of House Rule XI, clause 4.
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(b) Use of the Committee Broadcast Sys-
tem shall be fair and nonpartisan, and in ac-
cordance with House Rule XI, clause 4(b),
and all other applicable rules of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform. Members of the committee
shall have prompt access to a copy of cov-
erage by the Committee Broadcast System,
to the extent that such coverage is main-
tained.

(c) Personnel providing coverage of an
open meeting or hearing of the committee or
a subcommittee by Internet broadcast, other
than through the Committee Broadcast Sys-
tem, shall be currently accredited to the
Radio and Television Correspondents’ Gal-
leries.

RULE 18. ADDITIONAL DUTIES AND AUTHORITIES
OF CHAIRMAN

The chairman of the full committee shall:

(a) Make available to other committees
the findings and recommendations resulting
from the investigations of the committee or
its subcommittees as required by House Rule
X, clause 4(c)(2);

(b) Direct such review and studies on the
impact or probable impact of tax policies af-
fecting subjects within the committee’s ju-
risdiction as required by House Rule X,
clause 2(c);

(¢) Submit to the Committee on the Budg-
et views and estimates required by House
Rule X, clause 4(f), and to file reports with
the House as required by the Congressional
Budget Act;

(d) Authorize and issue subpoenas as pro-
vided in House Rule XI, clause 2(m), in the
conduct of any investigation or activity or
series of investigations or activities within
the jurisdiction of the committee;

(e) Prepare, after consultation with sub-
committee chairmen and the minority, a
budget for the committee, which shall in-
clude an adequate budget for the subcommit-
tees to discharge their responsibilities;

(f) Make any necessary technical and con-
forming changes to legislation reported by
the committee upon unanimous consent; and

(g) Designate a vice chairman from the
majority party.

(h) The Chairman is directed to offer a mo-
tion under clause 1 of Rule XXII of the Rules
of the House whenever the Chairman con-
siders it appropriate.

RULE 19. SUBJECTS OF STAMPS

The committee has adopted the policy that
the determination of the subject matter of
commemorative stamps and new semi-postal
issues is properly for consideration by the
Postmaster General and that the committee
will not give consideration to legislative pro-
posals specifying the subject matter of com-
memorative stamps and new semi-postal
issues. It is suggested that recommendations
for the subject matter of stamps be sub-
mitted to the Postmaster General.

RULE 20. PANELS AND TASK FORCES

(a) The chairman of the committee is au-
thorized to appoint panels or task forces to
carry out the duties and functions of the
committee.

(b) The chairman and ranking minority
member of the committee may serve as ex-
officio members of each panel or task force.

(c) The chairman of any panel or task force
shall be appointed by the chairman of the
committee. The ranking minority member
shall select a ranking minority member for
each panel or task force.

(d) The House and committee rules appli-
cable to subcommittee meetings, hearings,
recommendations and reports shall apply to
the meetings, hearings, recommendations
and reports of panels and task forces.

(e) No panel or task force so appointed
shall continue in existence for more than six
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months. A panel or task force so appointed
may, upon the expiration of six months, be
reappointed by the chairman.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. THOMPSON)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. THOMPSON of California ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON-LEE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. CUMMINGS addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mrs. MALONEY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE
HONORABLE SHIRLEY CHISOLM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of the constituents of the
Third Congressional District of Florida, | am
honored to share my thoughts with you about
this amazing lady.

Upon her passing, let's pause to reflect
upon her life and times, and how she has in-
fluenced our world today. During her hard
fought rise to the halls of Congress and her
permanent place in the history of our Nation;
she was on time to fight for truth, justice, hu-
manity, and the rights of the have-nots; she
was where she needed to be to raise the con-
sciousness of a nation, and shed light on the
plight of others.

She led a battle that was personal, one that
was rooted deep in the soul of the oppressed,
the forgotten and the disenfranchised. Hers
was a fight to make this Nation live up to its
promise—liberty and equality for all. This great
battle was more than just politics—it was a
fight to garner the hopes of the few and infuse
them with the dreams of the many. This was
the struggle for the humanity of human kind;
the reminder that the prize was always in
view, yet denied by those who sought to keep
their dreams squandered.

As a founding Member of the Congressional
Black Caucus, Shirley Chisholm was a driving
force behind the Caucus’ mission to serve as
the ‘Conscience of the Congress,’ and the
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fight to include women, children, and people of
color in the public policy debate that so deeply
affects their own lives. It is from her example
and spirit that we continue to fight for the
ideals that she held so close.

Shirley Chisholm joins the ranks of count-
less other civil rights leaders to whom we owe
our strength. Today, we bless and honor her
by keeping her struggle, and our struggle,
alive. | will miss her dearly, and both she and
her family will always remain in my thoughts
and prayers.

SAVING SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. MEEK) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
once again it is an honor to be before
the House of Representatives to speak
directly to our colleagues. I think it is
important for us to remember that in
this democracy of ours it is important
that we share good information and ac-
curate information on the issues that
are being debated here in this Chamber
and in the capital city, and I think it
is also important for us to remember
that many Americans counts on us to
represent them in a way that is an hon-
orable way, a way that will give them
good information so when they stand
in time of judgment on who their lead-
ership will be here in Washington, D.C.,
that they can make a sound decision.

There have been a lot of things that
have been going on in the last couple of
weeks. We have heard reference by
other Members on both sides of the
aisle to the President’s budget and also
to the President’s State of the Union,
but we also have a great deal of respon-
sibility to the American people to
make sure that we represent this
branch of the government, which is the
legislative branch.

This is our 30-something Hour that
has been designated by the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI),
Democratic leader. This is now going
on our third year of putting voice to
many of the issues that are not only
facing young people in America but
also facing their parents and their
grandparents. We try to make the di-
rect connection between those that are
trying to help themselves, that go to
work every day, go to school every day,
to those parents that know what it
means to punch in and punch out every
day to supply the necessary resources
for their family to have a better oppor-
tunity than what they have had; all the
way to the grandparents that, of
course, their hope and prayer is to
make sure that their grandchildren and
their children are able to provide for
future generations.

And so this brings us to Social Secu-
rity, and in the 30-something Hour I
am so glad to be here once again with
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. RYAN),
whom I admire quite a bit, who serves
with me on the Committee on Armed
Services.
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