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Medicaid provides health coverage to 

52 million Americans, including rough-
ly 1.7 million in the home State of my-
self and the gentlewoman from Ohio 
(Ms. KAPTUR). It is the only source of 
coverage for one in four of Ohio’s chil-
dren. It provides 70 percent of the nurs-
ing home funding in Ohio, as it does in 
most States. 

The Bush plan cuts $60 billion out of 
Medicaid over the next 10 years. Dif-
ferent priorities reflecting a different 
set of moral values. 

These cuts mean kicking seniors out 
of nursing homes. And the President’s 
plan, in addition to doing that, shifts 
tens of billions of dollars in costs to 
States like Ohio. He gives a tax break 
to the wealthiest people in the coun-
try, then he shifts costs by cutting 
spending in Ohio and the other 49 
States, all of which have to make up 
for that to take care of Medicaid. 

The President cannot eliminate basic 
needs by ignoring them. He cannot 
eliminate the need for nursing home 
care by ignoring it or by shifting re-
sponsibility to the States. In the short 
run, his budget cuts will create vic-
tims; in the long run, they will force 
the States to spend more. 

And who will have to cover these 
costs? Students will pay as a result of 
the Bush tax cuts for the wealthy and 
Medicaid cuts. Students in my State, 
and every State, will pay through high-
er tuition; homeowners will pay 
through higher property taxes; con-
sumers will pay through higher sales 
taxes; workers will pay through higher 
income taxes, all to make up for the 
President’s tax cuts for the wealthy in 
Washington and cuts in Medicaid to 
the States. 

Medicaid has always been a partner-
ship between Federal and State govern-
ments. Cutting the Federal share hurts 
our families and our communities and 
our States and our country. We can 
give up many things, Mr. Speaker, in 
the name of shared sacrifice, but com-
mon sense should not be one of them. 
The President’s ‘‘every man for him-
self’’ budget neglects our communities 
and betrays our values as a Nation. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
AND COMMERCE, 109TH CON-
GRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BARTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 2(a)2 of Rule XI of the Rules of 
the House of Representatives, I hereby submit 
the Rules of the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce for the 109th Congress for publica-
tion in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. The Com-
mittee adopted Rules on February 2, 2005, 
and amended the Rules on February 9, 2005, 
both in meetings that were open to the public. 

RULES FOR THE COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND 
COMMERCE 

Rule 1. General Provisions. (a) Rules of the 
Committee. The Rules of the House are the 

rules of the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce (hereinafter the ‘‘Committee’’) and its 
subcommittees so far as is applicable, except 
that a motion to recess from day to day, and 
a motion to dispense with the first reading 
(in full) of a bill or resolution, if printed cop-
ies are available, is nondebatable and privi-
leged in the Committee and its subcommit-
tees. 

(b) Rules of the Subcommittees. Each sub-
committee of the Committee is part of the 
Committee and is subject to the authority 
and direction of the Committee and to its 
rules so far as applicable. Written rules 
adopted by the Committee, not inconsistent 
with the Rules of the House, shall be binding 
on each subcommittee of the Committee. 

Rule 2. Time and Place of Meetings. (a) 
Regular Meeting Days. The Committee shall 
meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 10 a.m., for the consideration of bills, res-
olutions, and other business, if the House is 
in session on that day. If the House is not in 
session on that day and the Committee has 
not met during such month, the Committee 
shall meet at the earliest practicable oppor-
tunity when the House is again in session. 
The chairman of the Committee may, at his 
discretion, cancel, delay, or defer any meet-
ing required under this section, after con-
sultation with the ranking minority mem-
ber. 

(b) Additional Meetings. The chairman 
may call and convene, as he considers nec-
essary, additional meetings of the Com-
mittee for the consideration of any bill or 
resolution pending before the Committee or 
for the conduct of other Committee business. 
The Committee shall meet for such purposes 
pursuant to that call of the chairman. 

( c) Vice Chairmen; Presiding Member. The 
chairman shall designate a member of the 
majority party to serve as vice chairman of 
the Committee, and shall designate a major-
ity member of each subcommittee to serve 
as vice chairman of each subcommittee. The 
vice chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, as the case may be, shall preside 
at any meeting or hearing during the tem-
porary absence of the chairman. If the chair-
man and vice chairman of the Committee or 
subcommittee are not present at any meet-
ing or hearing, the ranking member of the 
majority party who is present shall preside 
at the meeting or hearing. 

(d) Open Meetings and Hearings. Except as 
provided by the Rules of the House, each 
meeting of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees for the transaction of business, 
including the markup of legislation, and 
each hearing, shall be open to the public in-
cluding to radio, television and still photog-
raphy coverage, consistent with the provi-
sions of Rule XI of the Rules of the House. 

Rule 3. Agenda. The agenda for each Com-
mittee or subcommittee meeting (other than 
a hearing), setting out the date, time, place, 
and all items of business to be considered, 
shall be provided to each member of the 
Committee at least 36 hours in advance of 
such meeting. 

Rule 4. Procedure. (a)(l) Hearings. The 
date, time, place, and subject matter of any 
hearing of the Committee or any of its sub-
committees shall be announced at least one 
week in advance of the commencement of 
such hearing, unless the Committee or sub-
committee determines in accordance with 
clause 2(g)(3) of Rule XI of the Rules of the 
House that there is good cause to begin the 
hearing sooner. 

(2)(A) Meetings. The date, time, place, and 
subject matter of any meeting (other than a 
hearing) scheduled on a Tuesday, Wednesday, 
or Thursday when the House will be in ses-
sion, shall be announced at least 36 hours 
(exclusive of Saturdays, Sundays, and legal 
holidays except when the House is in session 

on such days) in advance of the commence-
ment of such meeting. 

(3) Motions. Pursuant to clause 1(a)(2) of 
rule XI of the Rules of the House, privileged 
motions to recess from day to day, or recess 
subject to the call of the Chair (within 24 
hours), and to dispense with the first reading 
(in full) of a bill or resolution if printed cop-
ies are available shall be decided without de-
bate. 

(B) Other Meetings. The date, time, place, 
and subject matter of a meeting (other than 
a hearing or a meeting to which subpara-
graph (A) applies) shall be announced at 
least 72 hours in advance of the commence-
ment of such meeting. 

(b)(1) Requirements for Testimony. Each 
witness who is to appear before the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee shall file with the 
clerk of the Committee, at least two working 
days in advance of his or her appearance, suf-
ficient copies, as determined by the chair-
man of the Committee or a subcommittee, of 
a written statement of his or her proposed 
testimony to provide to members and staff of 
the Committee or subcommittee, the news 
media, and the general public. Each witness 
shall, to the greatest extent practicable, also 
provide a copy of such written testimony in 
an electronic format prescribed by the chair-
man. Each witness shall limit his or her oral 
presentation to a brief summary of the argu-
ment. The chairman of the Committee or of 
a subcommittee, or the presiding member, 
may waive the requirements of this para-
graph or any part thereof. 

(2) Additional Requirements for Testi-
mony. To the greatest extent practicable, 
the written testimony of each witness ap-
pearing in a non-governmental capacity 
shall include a curriculum vitae and a disclo-
sure of the amount and source (by agency 
and program) of any federal grant (or sub 
grant thereof) or contract (or subcontract 
thereof) received during the current fiscal 
year or either of the two preceding fiscal 
years by the witness or by an entity rep-
resented by the witness. 

(c)(l) Questioning Witnesses. The right to 
interrogate the witnesses before the Com-
mittee or any of its subcommittees shall al-
ternate between majority and minority 
members. Each member shall be limited to 5 
minutes in the interrogation of witnesses 
until such time as each member who so de-
sires has had an opportunity to question wit-
nesses. No member shall be recognized for a 
second period of 5 minutes to interrogate a 
witness until each member of the Committee 
present has been recognized once for that 
purpose. While the Committee or sub-
committee is operating under the 5–minute 
rule for the interrogation of witnesses, the 
chairman shall recognize in order of appear-
ance members who were not present when 
the meeting was called to order after all 
members who were present when the meeting 
was called to order have been recognized in 
the order of seniority on the Committee or 
subcommittee, as the case may be. 

(2) Questions for the Record. Each member 
may submit to the Chairman of the Com-
mittee or the subcommittee additional ques-
tions for the record, to be answered by the 
witnesses who have appeared. Each member 
shall provide a copy of the questions in an 
electronic format to the clerk of the Com-
mittee no later than ten business days fol-
lowing a hearing. The Chairman shall trans-
mit all questions received from members of 
the Committee or the subcommittee to the 
appropriate witness, and include the trans-
mittal letter and the responses from the wit-
nesses in the hearing record. 

(d) Explanation of Subcommittee Action. 
No bill, recommendation, or other matter re-
ported by a subcommittee shall be consid-
ered by the full Committee unless the text of 
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the matter reported, together with an expla-
nation, has been available to members of the 
Committee for at least 36 hours. Such expla-
nation shall include a summary of the major 
provisions of the legislation, an explanation 
of the relationship of the matter to present 
law, and a summary of the need for the legis-
lation. All subcommittee actions shall be re-
ported promptly by the clerk of the Com-
mittee to all members of the Committee. 

(e) Opening Statements. (1) All written 
opening statements at hearings conducted by 
the Committee or any of its subcommittees 
shall be made part of the permanent hearing 
record. 

(2) Statements shall be limited to 5 min-
utes each for the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member (or their respective designee) 
of the Committee or subcommittee, as appli-
cable, and 3 minutes each for all other mem-
bers. With the consent of the Committee, 
prior to the recognition of the first witness 
for testimony, any Member, when recognized 
for an opening statement, may completely 
defer his or her opening statement and in-
stead use those three minutes during the ini-
tial round of questioning. 

(3) At any hearing of the full Committee, 
the chairman may limit opening statements 
for Members (including, at the discretion of 
the Chairman, the chairman and ranking mi-
nority member) to one minute. At any hear-
ing conducted by any subcommittee, the 
chairman of that subcommittee, with the 
consent of its ranking minority member, 
may reduce the time for statements by mem-
bers or defer statements until the conclusion 
of testimony. 

Rule 5. Waiver of Agenda, Notice, and Lay-
over Requirements. Requirements of rules 3, 
4(a)(2), and 4(d) may be waived by a majority 
of those present and voting (a majority being 
present) of the Committee or subcommittee, 
as the case may be. 

Rule 6. Quorum. Testimony may be taken 
and evidence received at any hearing at 
which there are present not fewer than two 
members of the Committee or subcommittee 
in question. A majority of the members of 
the Committee shall constitute a quorum for 
the purposes of reporting any measure or 
matter, of authorizing a subpoena, or of clos-
ing a meeting or hearing pursuant to clause 
2(g) of Rule XI of the Rules of the House (ex-
cept as provided in clause 2(g)(2)(A) and (B)). 
For the purposes of taking any action other 
than those specified in the preceding sen-
tence, one-third of the members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall constitute a 
quorum. 

Rule 7. Official Committee Records. (a)(1) 
Journal. The proceedings of the Committee 
shall be recorded in a journal which shall, 
among other things, show those present at 
each meeting, and include a record of the 
vote on any question on which a record vote 
is demanded and a description of the amend-
ment, motion, order, or other proposition 
voted. A copy of the journal shall be fur-
nished to the ranking minority member. 

(2) Record Votes. A record vote may be de-
manded by one-fifth of the members present 
or, in the apparent absence of a quorum, by 
any one member. No demand for a record 
vote shall be made or obtained except for the 
purpose of procuring a record vote or in the 
apparent absence of a quorum. The result of 
each record vote in any meeting of the Com-
mittee shall be made available in the Com-
mittee office for inspection by the public, as 
provided in Rule XI, clause 2(e) of the Rules 
of the House. 

(b) Archived Records. The records of the 
Committee at the National Archives and 
Records Administration shall be made avail-
able for public use in accordance with Rule 
VII of the Rules of the House. The chairman 
shall notify the ranking minority member of 

any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or 
clause 4(b) of the Rule, to withhold a record 
otherwise available, and the matter shall be 
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any member of 
the Committee. The chairman shall consult 
with the ranking minority member on any 
communication from the Archivist of the 
United States or the Clerk of the House con-
cerning the disposition of noncurrent records 
pursuant to clause 3(b) of the Rule. 

Rule 8. Subcommittees. There shall be 
such standing subcommittees with such ju-
risdiction and size as determined by the ma-
jority party caucus of the Committee. The 
jurisdiction, number, and size of the sub-
committees shall be determined by the ma-
jority party caucus prior to the start of the 
process for establishing subcommittee chair-
manships and assignments. 

Rule 9. Powers and Duties of Subcommit-
tees. Each subcommittee is authorized to 
meet, hold hearings, receive testimony, 
mark up legislation, and report to the Com-
mittee on all matters referred to it. Sub-
committee chairmen shall set hearing and 
meeting dates only with the approval of the 
chairman of the Committee with a view to-
ward assuring the availability of meeting 
rooms and avoiding simultaneous scheduling 
of Committee and subcommittee meetings or 
hearings whenever possible. 

Rule 10. Reference of Legislation and Other 
Matters. All legislation and other matters 
referred to the Committee shall be referred 
to the subcommittee of appropriate jurisdic-
tion within two weeks of the date of receipt 
by the Committee unless action is taken by 
the full committee within those two weeks, 
or by majority vote of the members of the 
Committee, consideration is to be by the full 
Committee. In the case of legislation or 
other matter within the jurisdiction of more 
than one subcommittee, the chairman of the 
Committee may, in his discretion, refer the 
matter simultaneously to two or more sub-
committees for concurrent consideration, or 
may designate a subcommittee of primary 
jurisdiction and also refer the matter to one 
or more additional subcommittees for con-
sideration in sequence (subject to appro-
priate time limitations), either on its initial 
referral or after the matter has been re-
ported by the subcommittee of primary ju-
risdiction. Such authority shall include the 
authority to refer such legislation or matter 
to an ad hoc subcommittee appointed by the 
chairman, with the approval of the Com-
mittee, from the members of the sub-
committee having legislative or oversight 
jurisdiction. 

Rule 11. Ratio of Subcommittees. The ma-
jority caucus of the Committee shall deter-
mine an appropriate ratio of majority to mi-
nority party members for each sub-
committee and the chairman shall negotiate 
that ratio with the minority party, provided 
that the ratio of party members on each sub-
committee shall be no less favorable to the 
majority than that of the full Committee, 
nor shall such ratio provide for a majority of 
less than two majority members. 

Rule 12. Subcommittee Membership. (a) 
Selection of Subcommittee Members. Prior 
to any organizational meeting held by the 
Committee, the majority and minority cau-
cuses shall select their respective members 
of the standing subcommittees. 

(b) Ex Officio Members. The chairman and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
shall be ex officio members with voting 
privileges of each subcommittee of which 
they are not assigned as members and may 
be counted for purposes of establishing a 
quorum in such subcommittees. 

Rule 13. Managing Legislation on the 
House Floor. The chairman, in his discre-
tion, shall designate which member shall 

manage legislation reported by the Com-
mittee to the House. 

Rule 14. Committee Professional and Cler-
ical Staff Appointments. (a) Delegation of 
Staff. Whenever the chairman of the Com-
mittee determines that any professional 
staff member appointed pursuant to the pro-
visions of clause 9 of Rule X of the House of 
Representatives, who is assigned to such 
chairman and not to the ranking minority 
member, by reason of such professional staff 
member’s expertise or qualifications will be 
of assistance to one or more subcommittees 
in carrying out their assigned responsibil-
ities, he may delegate such member to such 
subcommittees for such purpose. A delega-
tion of a member of the professional staff 
pursuant to this subsection shall be made 
after consultation with subcommittee chair-
men and with the approval of the sub-
committee chairman or chairmen involved. 

(b) Minority Professional Staff. Profes-
sional staff members appointed pursuant to 
clause 9 of Rule X of the House of Represent-
atives, who are assigned to the ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee and not to 
the chairman of the Committee, shall be as-
signed to such Committee business as the 
minority party members of the Committee 
consider advisable. 

(c) Additional Staff Appointments. In addi-
tion to the professional staff appointed pur-
suant to clause 9 of Rule X of the House of 
Representatives, the chairman of the Com-
mittee shall be entitled to make such ap-
pointments to the professional and clerical 
staff of the Committee as may be provided 
within the budget approved for such purposes 
by the Committee. Such appointee shall be 
assigned to such business of the full Com-
mittee as the chairman of the Committee 
considers advisable. 

(d) Sufficient Staff. The chairman shall en-
sure that sufficient staff is made available to 
each subcommittee to carry out its respon-
sibilities under the rules of the Committee. 

(e) Fair Treatment of Minority Members in 
Appointment of Committee Staff. The chair-
man shall ensure that the minority members 
of the Committee are treated fairly in ap-
pointment of Committee staff. 

(f) Contracts for Temporary or Intermit-
tent Services. Any contract for the tem-
porary services or intermittent service of in-
dividual consultants or organizations to 
make studies or advise the Committee or its 
subcommittees with respect to any matter 
within their jurisdiction shall be deemed to 
have been approved by a majority of the 
members of the Committee if approved by 
the chairman and ranking minority member 
of the Committee. Such approval shall not be 
deemed to have been given if at least one- 
third of the members of the Committee re-
quest in writing that the Committee for-
mally act on such a contract, if the request 
is made within 10 days after the latest date 
on which such chairman or chairmen, and 
such ranking minority member or members, 
approve such contract. 

Rule 15. Supervision, Duties of Staff. (a) 
Supervision of Majority Staff. The profes-
sional and clerical staff of the Committee 
not assigned to the minority shall be under 
the supervision and direction of the chair-
man who, in consultation with the chairmen 
of the subcommittees, shall establish and as-
sign the duties and responsibilities of such 
staff members and delegate such authority 
as he determines appropriate. 

(b) Supervision of Minority Staff. The pro-
fessional and clerical staff assigned to the 
minority shall be under the supervision and 
direction of the minority members of the 
Committee, who may delegate such author-
ity as they determine appropriate. 

Rule 16. Committee Budget. (a) Prepara-
tion of Committee Budget. The chairman of 
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the Committee, after consultation with the 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
and the chairmen of the subcommittees, 
shall for the 109th Congress prepare a pre-
liminary budget for the Committee, with 
such budget including necessary amounts for 
professional and clerical staff, travel, inves-
tigations, equipment and miscellaneous ex-
penses of the Committee and the subcommit-
tees, and which shall be adequate to fully 
discharge the Committee’s responsibilities 
for legislation and oversight. Such budget 
shall be presented by the chairman to the 
majority party caucus of the Committee and 
thereafter to the full Committee for its ap-
proval. 

(b) Approval of the Committee Budget. The 
chairman shall take whatever action is nec-
essary to have the budget as finally approved 
by the Committee duly authorized by the 
House. No proposed Committee budget may 
be submitted to the Committee on House Ad-
ministration unless it has been presented to 
and approved by the majority party caucus 
and thereafter by the full Committee. The 
chairman of the Committee may authorize 
all necessary expenses in accordance with 
these rules and within the limits of the Com-
mittee’s budget as approved by the House. 

(c) Monthly Expenditures Report. Com-
mittee members shall be furnished a copy of 
each monthly report, prepared by the chair-
man for the Committee on House Adminis-
tration, which shows expenditures made dur-
ing the reporting period and cumulative for 
the year by the Committee and subcommit-
tees, anticipated expenditures for the pro-
jected Committee program, and detailed in-
formation on travel. 

Rule 17. Broadcasting of Committee Hear-
ings. Any meeting or hearing that is open to 
the public may be covered in whole or in part 
by radio or television or still photography, 
subject to the requirements of clause 4 of 
Rule XI of the Rules of the House. The cov-
erage of any hearing or other proceeding of 
the Committee or any subcommittee thereof 
by television, radio, or still photography 
shall be under the direct supervision of the 
chairman of the Committee, the sub-
committee chairman, or other member of 
the Committee presiding at such hearing or 
other proceeding and may be terminated by 
such member in accordance with the Rules of 
the House. 

Rule 18. Comptroller General Audits. The 
chairman of the Committee is authorized to 
request verification examinations by the 
Comptroller General of the United States 
pursuant to Title V, Part A of the Energy 
Policy and Conservation Act (Public Law 94– 
163), after consultation with the members of 
the Committee. 

Rule 19. Subpoenas. The Committee, or any 
subcommittee, may authorize and issue a 
subpoena under clause 2(m)(2)(A) of Rule XI 
of the House, if authorized by a majority of 
the members of the Committee or sub-
committee (as the case may be) voting, a 
quorum being present. Authorized subpoenas 
may be issued over the signature of the 
chairman of the Committee or any member 
designated by the Committee, and may be 
served by any person designated by such 
chairman or member. The chairman of the 
Committee may authorize and issue sub-
poenas under such clause during any period 
for which the House has adjourned for a pe-
riod in excess of 3 days when, in the opinion 
of the chairman, authorization and issuance 
of the subpoena is necessary to obtain the 
material set forth in the subpoena. The 
chairman shall report to the members of the 
Committee on the authorization and 
issuance of a subpoena during the recess pe-
riod as soon as practicable but in no event 
later than one week after service of such 
subpoena. 

Rule 20. Travel of Members and Staff. (a) 
Approval of Travel. Consistent with the pri-
mary expense resolution and such additional 
expense resolutions as may have been ap-
proved, travel to be reimbursed from funds 
set aside for the Committee for any member 
or any staff member shall be paid only upon 
the prior authorization of the chairman. 
Travel may be authorized by the chairman 
for any member and any staff member in 
connection with the attendance of hearings 
conducted by the Committee or any sub-
committee thereof and meetings, con-
ferences, and investigations which involve 
activities or subject matter under the gen-
eral jurisdiction of the Committee. Before 
such authorization is given there shall be 
submitted to the chairman in writing the 
following: (1) the purpose of the travel; (2) 
the dates during which the travel is to be 
made and the date or dates of the event for 
which the travel is being made; (3) the loca-
tion of the event for which the travel is to be 
made; and (4) the names of members and 
staff seeking authorization. 

(b) Approval of Travel by Minority Mem-
bers and Staff. In the case of travel by mi-
nority party members and minority party 
professional staff for the purpose set out in 
(a), the prior approval, not only of the chair-
man but also of the ranking minority mem-
ber, shall be required. Such prior authoriza-
tion shall be given by the chairman only 
upon the representation by the ranking mi-
nority member in writing setting forth those 
items enumerated in (1), (2), (3), and (4) of 
paragraph (a). 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take my time 
out of order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF 
THE C–130J 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, as many 
of my colleagues now know, the C–130J 
multiyear procurement contract was 
canceled in the administration’s recent 
budget proposal. I want to spend a few 
minutes speaking about the history 
and the significance of the C–130 Her-
cules program and why we in Congress 
need to continue to fund this crucial 
airlift program. 

Mr. Speaker, the C–130 aircraft has 
been the workhorse of the military’s 
tactical airlift fleet for more than 50 
years. The versatile Hercules was origi-
nally designed in the 1950s as an as-
sault transport. Over the years, how-
ever, it has been adapted for a variety 
of important missions, including spe-
cial operations, close-air support and 
air interdiction, mid-air space capsule 
recovery, search and rescue missions, 
aerial refueling of helicopters, weather 
mapping and reconnaissance, elec-
tronic surveillance, firefighting, aerial 
spraying, Arctic-Antarctic ice resupply 
and natural disaster missions. It has 
even landed and taken off from a car-

rier deck without the benefit of arrest-
ing gears or catapults. 

Currently, the Hercules primarily 
performs the intra-theater portion of 
the Air Force’s tactical airlift mission. 
This medium-range aircraft is capable 
of operating from rough dirt strips and 
is the prime transport for paratroop 
and equipment drops into hostile areas, 
including Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Currently, more than half the fleet of 
combat delivery C–130s is over 30 years 
old. Although their longevity is clearly 
a testament to the value of these cru-
cial aircraft, we should be very con-
cerned that the C–130 E and H models 
continue to age at alarming rates, put-
ting our tactical airlift capability at 
risk in the near term. 

In fact, yesterday, the Air Force an-
nounced that they are grounding much 
of the C–130E models because of severe 
fatigue in their wings, including a 
dozen that have been flying missions in 
and out of Iraq and Afghanistan. Mr. 
Speaker, some of these planes were 
used in Vietnam, and we are literally 
flying their wings off in the Middle 
East. 

The Air Force has long anticipated 
the aging of the older models, which 
only makes it more remarkable that 
the multiyear contract to replace these 
planes has been carved out of the budg-
et. 

Another astonishing fact is that the 
Department of Defense will not save 
any money. In fact, the perceived sav-
ings generated by the proposed cuts 
will unquestionably be consumed by 
over $800 million in termination liabil-
ity costs and billions of dollars in in-
creased costs to support aging and less 
capable aircraft. 

Consequently, this proposal to end 
the C–130J program could end up cost-
ing the American taxpayer more than 
the cost of completing the multiyear 
contract, and it will leave our military 
with far less capable planes. 

Furthermore, not a single study or 
any analysis of the total effect of ter-
minating this program was conducted 
prior to the cancellation decision. And 
that, Mr. Speaker, is troubling. 

b 1945 

If left unchecked, this dismantling of 
our aerospace manufacturing base will 
also come just when subsidized foreign 
competitors are jockeying to displace 
United States manufacturing. Once 
lost, hard-acquired industrial skills 
will not easily return to our workforce. 
In some cases, they will never come 
back. Once the Department of Defense 
inevitably realizes they cannot con-
tinue to rebuild old planes, their only 
viable option to replace the medium- 
range tactical airlift would be to pur-
chase new aircraft from France. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that my 
colleagues realize that the C–130J is 
not just designed to replace the older 
models. In reality, the J model has rev-
olutionized the world of tactical airlift. 
In addition to being 15 feet longer, the 
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  CORRECTION

Dec. 14, 2006 Congressional Record 
Correction To Page H609 
February 15, 2005_On Page H609 the following appeared: chairmen of the subcommittees, shall for the 108th Congress . . .

The online has been corrected to read: chairmen of the subcommittees, shall for the 109th Congress . . .


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-17T14:37:55-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




