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from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), which will
require that before this project moves
from planning to construction in 5
years, that the minimum justification
for the demand for barge traffic, the ra-
tionale for the project, is justified.
Taxpayers deserve no less for the larg-
est water resources project in Amer-
ica’s history.
——

REVISING THE NATIONAL FLOOD
MAPS

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, my district is the
fifth congressional district of Florida,
and the area is commonly referred to
as the ‘“‘Nature Coast.”” Residents of
this area, most of them are not owners
of beachfront property; they live on
what previously were pristine, swampy
wetlands that were filled in. We cer-
tainly have a beautiful view and, unfor-
tunately, while it is the Nature Coast,
it also has historically been the area
where many hurricanes have hit.

While this last hurricane, Dennis, did
not directly hit our area, we had resid-
ual effects of the hurricane. We had
storm surges, and a lot of areas were
under water. Suddenly, residents
thought they owned waterfront prop-
erty, because right out front of their
homes, waterfront existed.

I am very, very glad to see that we
are looking at revising the national
flood maps so people who previously
were denied flood insurance now, once
we revise those flood maps, they will be
able also to be able to purchase flood
insurance.

GAMING INDUSTRY FUELS
ECONOMY

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I came
down to the floor to speak about Social
Security and the President’s plan to
privatize, but after hearing the com-
ments of the gentleman from Virginia
regarding the gaming industry, I felt it
is my responsibility as the Congress-
woman from Las Vegas to speak on be-
half of the gaming industry.

I grew up in Las Vegas. I know the
people well. I know the community
well. And I know the industry well. My
father has a ninth-grade education. He
was a waiter when I was growing up.
On a waiter’s salary in a Las Vegas ca-
sino, he made enough money to put a
roof over our heads, food on the table,
clothes on our backs and two daughters
through college and law school. That is
not so bad on a waiter’s salary. The
reason he was able to do that was be-
cause of a strong economy fueled by
the gaming industry.

For anybody that thinks that the so-
cial ills of this country are caused by
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gaming, I invite them to come to my
beautiful city of Las Vegas and see for
themselves firsthand the strong econ-
omy based on the gaming industry that
is run by some of the most reputable
people that I have ever met. Come to
Las Vegas and see for yourself the won-
ders of that amazing community.

———

TIME FOR KARL ROVE TO STEP
ASIDE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it ap-
pears that either President Bush’s
righthand man Karl Rove was deceiv-
ing his boss or the Bush administration
was deceiving the American people in
regards to the leak of a CIA agent’s
identity to the press.

When asked in September 2003 if he
had any knowledge or leaked the name
of the CIA agent to the press, Rove
simply answered, ‘‘no.”” The deception
continued earlier this month when, on
July 4th, Rove simply amended his pre-
vious statements by saying, ‘“I'll re-
peat what I said to ABC News when
this whole thing broke some number of
months ago, I didn’t know her name,
didn’t leak her name.” Last week, after
Newsweek reported that the leak came
from Rove, Rove’s attorney shot back
and said Rove ‘‘did not tell any re-
porter that Valerie Plame worked for
the CIA.”

Well, now Karl Rove’s attorney is ad-
mitting that Rove did tell a reporter
that Joseph Wilson’s wife was a CIA
agent. Sounds like a leak to me. So, it
is now time for President Bush to ask
for Karl Rove to go.

———————

AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS NOT
BUYING CONGRESSIONAL REPUB-
LICAN SOCIAL SECURITY PLAN

(Mr. MELANCON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica’s editorial boards, both liberal and
conservative, were not fooled by the
Congressional Republican Social Secu-
rity proposal unveiled this past month.
The Republican plan would create pri-
vate accounts out of the money now
going into the Social Security trust
fund.

The Baltimore Sun called the plan
‘““the worst plan yet.” While the Min-
neapolis Star-Tribune said, ‘It is so
weird and ill-conceived that it wouldn’t
merit comment, except that prominent
GOP lawmakers have rallied around
it.” USA Today examined the plan and
concluded, ‘‘for every one part sub-
stance, the plan contains nine parts
gimmick.”” While the New York Times
wrote that the plan abandons ‘‘efforts
to restore solvency in order to resusci-
tate those doomed, unwanted, unwise
private accounts.” Finally, the Roa-
noke Times and World News opined,
“Republicans touting the plan say it
will stop the ‘raid’ on the Social Secu-
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rity trust fund. But if they wish to
identify those perpetrating that ‘raid’
for the last 4 years, they need only
look in a very large mirror.”

Mr. Speaker, Republicans are no
longer fooling anyone. It is time that
they take privatization off the table.

——
O 1030
KARL ROVE MUST GO

(Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, a couple of weeks ago, the
right wing hit man, who is now the
deputy chief of staff in the White
House made an outrageously, con-
sciously dishonest set of attacks on
Members of this body by arguing that
liberals had show ignored the terrible
events of September 11, despite the fact
that we virtually unanimously voted to
g0 to war in Afghanistan, and voted for
a homeland security department, in
fact advocated it over the administra-
tion’s objections.

We now have learned that the re-
sponse of this hit man was to leak the
name of a CIA agent, probably in viola-
tion of the law, certainly in violation
of the rules that ought to be in place.
And now we have this defense, the law-
yer having previously denied that he
did it, now says, well, it was not really
a problem because he only said it was
Joe Wilson’s wife, he did not mention
her name.

Now, perhaps the President’s hit man
maybe got him confused with one of his
Saudi prince friends that thought that
Mr. WILSON was a polygamist and had
several wives and therefore identifying
his wife would have thrown people off
the track.

But I do not think that is really ac-
ceptable in a court of law. And as to
the argument that by not naming her
no one knew who he meant, does any-
one doubt that the right wing hit man
I am talking about, whose name I have
not previously mentioned, is Karl
Rove.

———

KARL ROVE MUST WALK THE
PLANK

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, now
that we know Karl Rove was one of the
White House officials who leaked the
identity of Valerie Plame, it is time for
President Bush to hold his right-hand
man accountable and ask for Rove’s
resignation. This is, after all, what
members of his own administration
stated would happen when the Presi-
dent learned the identity of those re-
sponsible for the leak.

In September of 2003, White House
Press Secretary Scott McClelland told
reporters, “‘If anyone in this adminis-
tration was involved in it, they would
no longer be in this administration.”
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Pushed further a reporter asked him
if the leaker should be fired. And he an-
swered, ‘‘If a source leaked information
of this nature, yes.”

Republican National Committee
Chairman Ed Gillespie said, I do not
believe it would be hard for President
Bush to ask the person to walk the
plank. The fact that Karl Rove remains
at the White House speaks volumes. It
is certainly not the way the White
House should operate.

The White House should not aid and
abet those within it in exposing CIA
agents who work for this country and
defend it to danger, and therefore it is
time for Karl Rove to walk the plank.

———

DISCOURAGING JOB NUMBERS

(Mrs. MALONEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, last
Friday we got another employment re-
port showing that American workers
are losing out. Payroll employment
growth was disappointing once again.
Only 146,000 jobs were added in June,
when market forecasters were expect-
ing between 175,000 and 200,000.

Though the unemployment rate
edged down, it was not because people
are reentering the labor force. There
still seems to be a great deal of hidden
unemployment. Compared to the start
of the recession in early 2001, participa-
tion in the labor force now is actually
1.2 percent lower.

A smaller proportion of the working
age population has a job now compared
to then. Worst of all, inflation is still
outpacing wages, and the distribution
of earnings is increasingly imbalanced.

The signs are clear, workers are
being shortchanged in this economic
recovery, but this administration is
standing idly by.

——————

RESTORE VETERANS HEALTH
FUNDING

(Mr. EDWARDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, the
House should not recess this week until
we have addressed the VA health care
crisis. As we speak, health care serv-
ices for veterans all across America are
either being delayed or cut because of a
billion dollar plus shortfall in VA
health care programs.

Cutting veterans health care during a
time of war is inexcusable and wrong.
Unfortunately, 12 days ago the House
leadership refused to support the bil-
lion and a half emergency funding bill
passed by the Senate 96 to 0 on a bipar-
tisan basis.

We could have had help already on its
way to our veterans. It has been 8 days
since Members of Congress gave patri-
otic speeches on July 4 honoring the
service of our veterans. Those speeches
are fine. Veterans deserve our support
with our deeds not just our words.

Given the House leadership caused
the VA health care crisis in the first
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place by underfunding, seriously under-
funding health care programs for vet-
erans over the last 2 years, they have a
moral obligation to bring and pass
through this House and send to the
President this week an emergency
funding bill for veterans. Our veterans
deserve no less.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FOLEY). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———————

TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PAY-
MENTS UNDER NATIONAL FLOOD
INSURANCE PROGRAM

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 804) to exclude from consider-
ation as income certain payments
under the national flood insurance pro-
gram, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 804

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PAYMENTS
UNDER NATIONAL FLOOD INSUR-
ANCE PROGRAM.

Chapter I of the National Flood Insurance
Act of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4011 et seq.) is amended
by adding at the end the following new sec-
tion:

“TREATMENT OF CERTAIN PAYMENTS

“SEC. 1324. Assistance provided under a
program under this title for flood mitigation
activities (including any assistance provided
under the mitigation pilot program under
section 1361A, any assistance provided under
the mitigation assistance program under sec-
tion 1366, and any funding provided under
section 1323) with respect to a property shall
not be considered income or a resource of the
owner of the property when determining eli-
gibility for or benefit levels under any in-
come assistance or resource-tested program
that is funded in whole or in part by an agen-
cy of the United States or by appropriated
funds of the United States.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. BAKER) and the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
FRANK) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. BAKER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.
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Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, it was just last year
that the United States Congress acted
to reform the flood assistance pro-
grams of this country to ensure that
those who engaged in abusive practices
and thereby were over assessing the
program for repetitive flood losses
would no longer avail themselves of
that inappropriate opportunity.

Accordingly, as the House passed leg-
islation, there was an unintended con-
sequence, however, pursuant to a rul-
ing by the IRS which found that there
was no technical or legislative basis on
which to exempt payments made from
the flood assistance program for the
purposes of an individual qualifying for
additional governmental assistance.

I will translate that into something
that is more appropriate. If, for exam-
ple, a person were to accept an assist-
ance mitigation payment to reduce the
probability of future flooding, that in-
come could then be counted and dis-
qualify that person from receiving food
stamps, aid to dependent children, per-
haps Social Security, other health care
assistance. And that, of course, was not
the intent of the legislation as passed.

In fact, under the provisions of the
Stafford Act, all other emergency as-
sistance granted by FEMA does not
count toward qualifying individuals for
governmental assistance, or for that
matter, as income qualifying under the
IRS for taxable liability.

The reason for this policy position is
quite clear, the whole goal of the effort
was to incent people to make changes
necessary to their property so they
would no longer call on the Federal
Government for flood mitigation as-
sistance.

In one instance, an individual who
was to receive significant mitigation
funding, had he accepted it, would have
put him far over the qualifying limits
for even his Social Security benefits.
That is not the outcome that one
would want to see as a result of trying
to assist a person with flooding prob-
lems.

Coming on the heels of Hurricane
Dennis and many events across the
Gulf Coast of the past few months, it is
now clear this action is not only appro-
priate but necessary and does not vio-
late precedent nor other actions of the
Congress with regard to other assist-
ance programs.

For these reasons, I feel the adoption
of H.R. 804 is highly appropriate and re-
sponsive to the needs of our constitu-
ents.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I agree that this is a
very important improvement to what
was a very important piece of legisla-
tion.

At a time when people wonder about
whether or not we are able to go for-
ward, it ought to be noted clearly there
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