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the leadership has gotten involved in
it. In the 20 years I have been here, the
tradition of this institution to main-
tain the integrity of the Ethics Com-
mittee is that leadership should not be
involved in these matters at the Ethics
Committee level; that the Ethics Com-
mittee is a bipartisan committee set up
to function as a bipartisan committee,
and when leaders start dictating to the
members on that committee, it under-
mines the credibility of that com-
mittee.

I would hope that the members of the
committee could look at alternatives,
and there have been alternatives sug-
gested and allowed by the rules. For in-
stance, if they can come to no resolu-
tion of one single director, you can
have codirectors, allowed by the House
rules. The ranking member can have a
director hired by him, and the chair-
man can have a director hired by him,
and the committee can function on the
staff level as the committee is set up to
function on the Members level.

I think the involvement of either
leaders on both sides of the aisle should
encourage, publicly or privately, for
the members of the committee to work
this out and not be involved in the de-
cision-making, nor the discussion, nor
negotiations. The leaders should stay
out of it. I would hope that the Ethics
Committee would come together and
work together and function so that
issues before this House protecting the
integrity of this House and the credi-
bility of this House as an institution
can go forward.

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time,
the leader and I have a different per-
spective on this. He is correct in that
observation. First of all, let me say
that clearly the leadership ought to
stay out of any determinations or con-
siderations or reference to complaints
raised or under investigation or deter-
mination by the Ethics Committee. I
agree with the leader on that.

I do not agree with the leader on the
fact that the leadership does not have
a particular responsibility to ensure
that the Ethics Committee is oper-
ating, is functioning, is performing the
responsibilities of ensuring the public
that we are maintaining the ethics of
this institution and the democratic
processes in a transparent and open
and honest fashion. That is not any dif-
ferent, very frankly, than the leader-
ship appointing the members of the
Ethics Committee. It does not stay out
of that. It appoints the members of the
Ethics Committee on both sides of the
aisle. It, in fact, removes members
from the Ethics Committee. The prob-
lem has arisen here where for the first
time since I can remember as a Mem-
ber of this House, we have an impasse
and a failure to, in a bipartisan fash-
ion, agree on a single director.

Mr. Leader, very frankly, I will tell
you that the initial problem was raised
and our perspective is that the rules
were changed to provide for impasse,
for gridlock, where five people could
not agree to proceed with the inves-
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tigation, and it would not proceed. I
know we differ on that perspective, but
that was our perspective. Frankly, for
whatever reasons, we have now gone
back to the rules that we believe pro-
vide for proceeding with investigations
without providing for the possibility of
partisan gridlock or partisan veto. If
you had codirectors, which is what has
been suggested, you have one director
for the Republicans, one director for
the Democrats, you provide indirectly
what you have now abandoned in the
rule change that you made in January
and gone back to the old rule. The
whole purpose of having one director,
selected in a bipartisan fashion, I sug-
gest to my friend, was to provide and
to have a confidence level in pro-
ceeding in a way that would provide for
an effective operation of the Ethics
Committee.

Mr. DELAY. If the gentleman will
yield, I do not agree with anything he
said, and I appreciate it.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY COMMITTEE
ON RULES ON AMENDMENT
PROCESS FOR CONSIDERATION
OF LEGISLATIVE BRANCH AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT, 2006

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, the Rules
Committee may meet next week to
grant a rule which could limit the
amendment process for floor consider-
ation of the Legislative Branch Appro-
priations Act for fiscal year 2006.

Any Member wishing to offer an
amendment should submit 55 copies of
the amendment and 1 copy of a brief
explanation of the amendment to the
Rules Committee in room H-312 of the
Capitol by 3 p.m. next Tuesday, June
21, 2005. Members should draft their
amendments to the bill as reported by
the Appropriations Committee on
Thursday, June 16, 2005, which is ex-
pected to be filed with the House on
Monday, June 20, 2005. Members are
also advised that the text should be
available for their review on the Web
sites of the Appropriations and Rules
Committees by Monday, June 20, 2005.

Members should use the Office of
Legislative Counsel to ensure that
their amendments are drafted in the
most appropriate format, and should
check with the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian to be certain their amendments
comply with the rules of the House.

————

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, JUNE

20, 20056
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker I ask
unanimous consent that when the

House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for
morning hour debates.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PuTNAM). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.
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DISPENSING WITH CALL OF THE
PRIVATE CALENDAR ON TUES-
DAY NEXT

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the call of the
Private Calendar be dispensed with on
Tuesday next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———————

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON
WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the business
in order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

DEMOCRATS PLAY HOUSE

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the
Washington Post ran an article today
titled “Democrats Play House to Rally
Against the War.”

“Play house,” Mr. Speaker. That is
all the far left leadership seems to
think about these days. If you have not
read the article, basically Judiciary
Committee Democrats are angry they
are not running the committee and
they are not the majority, so they are
playing dress-up. Literally.

To quote the article, they pretended
a small conference room was the Judi-
ciary Committee hearing room. The
ranking member banged a large wooden
gavel and got the other Members to
call him “Mr. Chairman.” He liked
that so much he started calling himself
“‘the chairman.”

Mr. Speaker, here we are trying to
reform the United Nations, trying to
win the war on terror, and the far left
leadership in the House is playing pre-
tend. They have pretended winning the
war on terror would be cost-free, and
that raising taxes grows the economy.
They need to stop playing dress-up, and
they need to join us in moving forward
on a positive agenda for the American
people.

————

CAFTA

(Mr. BROWN of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
quoting from Roll Call, Lawmakers
who are seeking to trade their votes on
CAFTA should be forewarned: Such
deals don’t pan out.

A Public Citizen report catalogs
promises made to lawmakers by the
Clinton and Bush administrations on
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trade votes from NAFTA to the 2002
TPA vote. Democratic and Republican
administrations delivered on only 16
out of 92 promises; 16 out of 92 prom-
ises.

On textiles, the report highlights a
promise made during consideration of
the 2002 TPA vote to Representatives
HAYES and MYRICK to hire 72 additional
Customs inspectors, which was never
fulfilled. HAYES is leaning against
CAFTA, but MYRICK this week an-
nounced her support.

Quoting further from Roll Call:

That support is partly based on a
pledge from ROB PORTMAN to seek an
amendment to CAFTA to help pro-
ducers of pockets and linings, proving
that textile Members like Myrick seem
to have learned nothing from the
record of broken deals.

Quoting further from Roll Call:

Myrick said she has been assured by Home-
land Security Secretary Chertoff that those
positions would be filled by 2006.

Mr. Speaker, do not believe the deals
when they try to buy votes on CAFTA.

———

CITRUS COUNTY VETERANS SUP-
PORT FLAGS IN THE CLASSROOM

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak on be-
half of the Citrus County Coalition of
Veterans. We just this week recognized
Flag Day. I would like to recognize this
very special group that provided flags
to elementary and high schools in Cit-
rus County.

Why did they do it? Because the Flor-
ida Legislature passed a law that said
every classroom has to have a flag.
Many parents were surprised that they
did not already have flags, but I am
very proud that in Citrus County, the
Veterans Coalition, which is a com-
bination of so many veterans organiza-
tions, that they actually stepped up to
the plate, collected money from their
members and from the community, and
that they were able to provide the ap-
propriate flags for the classroom.

Certainly having a real, tangible flag
in each classroom will serve as a poign-
ant reminder of the freedoms we enjoy
in our great Nation.

Again, I would like to thank the Cit-
rus County Veterans Coalition for their
efforts to ensure that our school-
children truly understand the meaning
of the Stars and Stripes.

————

RUNAWAY BRIDE STANDS TO
REAP BONANZA

(Mr. FOLEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
outrage over a reported deal to pay the
runaway bride, Jennifer Wilbanks, half
a million dollars.
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Jennifer Wilbanks, purported to have
been Kkidnapped, blamed Hispanics,
worried her parents, cost untold hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars and the
compassion of millions of Americans
concerned for her well-being, all in a
stunt, a stunt that is now going to earn
her one-half million dollars. This is in-
sane. It is outrageous.

Police officers, firefighters, Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts combing the
country for this girl that we assumed
was taken from her family and her fi-
ance shows up in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, and then apologizes in a tear-
ful manner that she misled people. And
now we are going to pay her half a mil-
lion dollars.

This merely increases the likelihood
that misguided and deranged young
people will do stupid things in order to
profit, and we fall prey to their pranks.
I urge any media source thinking of
paying her to reject the negotiations
and treat her like the criminal she is.

DARK CLOUDS ON HORIZON

(Mr. TIAHRT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, today
America has the number one economy
in the world. It is the envy of the
world. But there are dark clouds in the
West, and an economic storm is brew-
ing.

Last year our trade deficit was over
$670 billion, our Federal deficit was
over $300 billion, and our economy lost
many high-quality, high-paying jobs.
Many in Congress have blamed big cor-
porations for letting profits outweigh
people. They have called the CEOs
Benedict Arnold CEOs.

Mr. Speaker, I think these Members
are wrong and misguided. There are
two divisions of costs for those who
keep and create jobs in America. En-
trepreneurs, small businessmen, small
businesswomen and CEOs have costs
they can control and costs they cannot
control. It is the costs that they can-
not control that have been driven by
Congress. Barriers have been created
by Congress over the last generation.
Good intentions resulting in bad regu-
lation has caused us to lose many of
our jobs.
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Mr. Speaker, I am forming the Eco-
nomic Competitive Caucus to deal with
these issues by removing these bar-
riers. With my colleagues’ help, we will
remove the barriers, bring back jobs,
and make America competitive well
into the future.
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CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
RISK OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERA-
TION FROM FISSILE MATERIAL
IN TERRITORY OF RUSSIAN FED-
ERATION—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 109-35)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARCHANT) laid before the House the
following message from the President
of the United States; which was read
and, together with the accompanying
papers, without objection, referred to
the Committee on International Rela-
tions and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the emergency declared
with respect to the accumulation of a
large volume of weapons-usable fissile
material in the territory of the Rus-
sian Federation is to continue beyond
June 21, 2005. The most recent notice
continuing this emergency was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June
18, 2004 (69 FR 34047).

It remains a major national security
goal of the United States to ensure
that fissile material removed from
Russian nuclear weapons pursuant to
various arms control and disarmament
agreements is dedicated to peaceful
uses, subject to transparency meas-
ures, and protected from diversion to
activities of proliferation concern. The
accumulation of a large volume of
weapons-usable fissile material in the
territory of the Russian Federation
continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national se-
curity and foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue
the national emergency declared with
respect to the accumulation of a large
volume of weapons-usable fissile mate-
rial in the territory of the Russian
Federation and maintain in force these
emergency authorities to respond to
this threat.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 17, 2005.

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order
of the House, the following Members
will be recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

SMART SECURITY AND TORTURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.
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