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Con. Res. 47, which recognizes the establish-
ment of the first, free public kindergarten in
the United States, located in College Point,
Queens, New York.

As a native of Queens, | grew up learning
about the history of this community, which in-
cludes the creation of the first free public kin-
dergarten in the United States.

The community of College Point, just a
stone’s throw from LaGuardia Airport, Shay
Stadium—home of the Mets—and Flushing
Meadows-Corona Park—the home of the U.S.
Open Tennis tournament—this community was
one of the first seeds in the creation of public
education in America. Something that rep-
resents the Great Equalizer in American soci-
ety.

}Ilt all started in 1854, when Conrad
Poppenhusen, a businessman from Germany,
built a factory in College Point.

There, he stressed an environment in which
his immigrant workers could educate them-
selves in order to succeed financially, socially,
and, most significantly, intellectually.

Just as Henry Ford paid his employees high
wages so they, in turn, could purchase his
cars, Conrad Poppenhusen represented an-
other industrial genius—that if educating his
workforce to make them and their families
more successful people in the community.

Fourteen years later, in 1868, Mr.
Poppenhusen continued his illustrious edu-
cational work by donating $100,000 and es-
tablishing the Poppenhusen Institute.

His Institute sustained his original edu-
cational mission and expanded on it, by pro-
moting the education of all adults from the
greater community—not just his employees.

In 1870, the Poppenhusen Institute once
again expanded its educational services to in-
clude the first, free, public kindergarten in the
United States, a seminal moment in American
education and something we celebrate today
with this resolution.

The history of kindergarten has been a
colorful one in America . . . and one that is
big enough for all of us to share, recognize,
and honor today.

My friends from Wisconsin will happily point
out that the first kindergarten in the United
States was based in Watertown, Wisconsin
and was founded in 1856 by Margarethe
Meyer Schurz.

This private, German-language kindergarten
represented a landmark in the educational de-
velopment of young Americans and we all sa-
lute her accomplishments.

Additionally, any debate on the history of
kindergarten would be incomplete without ref-
erence to the works of Elizabeth Palmer Pea-
body, a Massachusetts educator who opened
the first English-language kindergarten in the
United States in 1860.

When she opened her kindergarten in 1860,
the concept of providing formal schooling for
children younger than six was largely confined
to German practice.

These educational pioneers led to the cre-
ation, by Conrad Poppenhusen, of the Na-
tion’s first, free public kindergarten—a sweep-
ing educational development and a strong
basis for the kindergartens we all know and
recognize in our country today.

It has always been known that education is
the Great American Equalizer—the first step in
young Americans lives to live the American
Dream.

The actions of Conrad Poppenhusen and
his revolutionary kindergarten—the first kinder-
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garten free and open to all, helped engrain the
idea of free and public kindergartens through-
out our great Nation—opening up the ideals of
the American Dream to tens of millions of
Americans since then.

The American Dream of using education as
a foundation for supporting oneself, one’s fam-
ily. The American Dream of using education
as a foundation for a good job, home owner-
ship, and a brighter future overall.

This important moment, when this kinder-
garten opened in 1870 in College Point,
Queens, NY, is all the more profound today,
as Department of Education studies show the
impact of kindergarten on the children that at-
tend.

Children who are enrolled in kindergarten
benefit immensely from the knowledge and
skills they learn, while simultaneously profiting
from their interaction with children of a similar
age.

gThe reading and math skills, which students
learn in kindergarten, are invaluable to a
child’s later education.

Moreover, for many children, kindergarten is
one of the first places in which they interact
with students from a multitude of cultural, eco-
nomic, racial, and religious backgrounds.
These early interactions are pivotal in estab-
lishing relationships, which promote aware-
ness of the importance of numerous cultures
and ideas, something particularly important in
Queens, New York, which is seen as one of
the most diverse areas of the country.

The effort that began in College Point today
remains a significant feature of our education
system.

One of the greatest aspects of our nation is
that through education, which often starts in
kindergarten, each successive generation of
children can succeed.

Quite simply, the establishment of the first
free, public kindergarten in College Point has
made our nation a stronger, better place for
generations.

| want to close by recognizing the continued
importance of the Poppenhusen Institute and
those who serve it. This notable list extends
from the first days of class to the work that
persists. This list must include the first teach-
er, Bertha Ploedterl, all the way to Susan
Brustmann, the current Executive Director,
and James Trent, the President of the Board
of Directors.

Today, the work of these individuals and
this community has resulted in activities, ex-
hibits, and programs for people of all ages.
Programs cover the fields of music, drama,
karate, stress reduction.

There are exhibits, such as one on the trag-
ic events of September 11th as well as an-
other on Native Americans.

Individuals can take tours reviewing the ar-
chives of College Point to learn, not only
about the history of this community, but about
our shared American history, in this area, one
of the most diverse and welcoming in the
world.

Additionally, the Institute collects the living
histories of area seniors, so that they are doc-
umented for future generations.

While the earliest days of this kindergarten
will be remembered for being truly significant
to New York and our nation, the true testa-
ment to the significance of this Institute is in
the proud legacy that continues to live on
through its works.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.
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Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
KLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 47, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

The title of the concurrent resolution
was amended so as to read: ‘‘A concur-
rent resolution commending the estab-
lishment in College Point, New York,
of the first free, public kindergarten in
the United States.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
O 1430

HONORING THE SIGMA CHI FRA-
TERNITY ON THE OCCASION OF
ITS 150TH ANNIVERSARY

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 163)
honoring the Sigma Chi Fraternity on
the occasion of its 1560th Anniversary,
as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 163

Whereas the Sigma Chi Fraternity was
founded in 1855 by 7 young men at Miami
University in Oxford, Ohio in order to estab-
lish ‘‘an association for the development of
the nobler powers of the mind, the finer feel-
ings of the heart, and for the promotion of
friendship and congeniality of feeling’’;

Whereas the Founders of the Fraternity
believed that admission to the Fraternity
should include men of good character and
fair ability with ambitious purposes, conge-
nial dispositions, good morals, a high sense
of honor, and a deep sense of personal re-
sponsibility;

Whereas for 150 years, the Sigma Chi Fra-
ternity has played an integral role in the
positive development in the character and
education of hundreds of thousands of young
men;

Whereas the brothers of Sigma Chi, being
of different talents, temperaments, and con-
victions, have shared countless friendships
and a common belief in the founding ideals
of the Fraternity;

Whereas the Sigma Chi Fraternity experi-
ence has served as a foundation for post-col-
legiate success and achievement in all fields
of endeavor, from the sciences to education
to business to professional athletics to pub-
lic service;

Whereas the Sigma Chi Fraternity has
202,600 active brothers in 219 active chapters
at colleges and universities in 2 countries,
making it one of the most highly respected
and well-regarded national fraternities in
the world; and

Whereas Sigma Chi brothers continue to
enrich and contribute to the quality of life in
their communities by volunteering innumer-
able hours of service to nonprofit activities
and organizations locally and, at the na-
tional level, to the Children’s Miracle Net-
work, an alliance of 165 hospitals and
healthcare facilities across the United
States and Canada that provide needy chil-
dren with critical healthcare services: Now,
therefore, be it
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Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That Congress recognizes
and honors the Sigma Chi Fraternity on its
150-year anniversary; commends its Found-
ers and all Sigma Chi brothers, past and
present, for their bond of friendship, common
ideals and beliefs, and service to community;
and expresses its best wishes to this most re-
spected and cherished of national frater-
nities for continued success and growth.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms.
GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida). Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. KLINE) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. KLINE).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Con. Res. 163.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota?

There was no objection.

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 163
offered by my colleague, the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GERLACH).
House Concurrent Resolution 163 hon-
ors the Sigma Chi Fraternity on the
occasion of its 1560th anniversary.

The Sigma Chi Fraternity was found-
ed in 1855 at Miami University in Ox-
ford, Ohio, by seven young men that
wanted to establish, and I quote, ‘“‘an
association for the development of the
nobler powers of the mind, the finer
feelings of the heart, and for the pro-
motion of friendship and congeniality
of feeling,”’ close quote.

Today the Sigma Chi Fraternity con-
tinues to thrive. Its membership has
grown to 202,600 active brothers in 219
chapters at colleges and universities
throughout the United States and Can-
ada. Its members continue to enrich
and contribute to the quality of life in
their communities by volunteering
countless hours of service to nonprofit
activities and organizations at the na-
tional and local levels.

The members of Sigma Chi exemplify
the characteristics that the founders of
the fraternity believed they should
have for admission to the fraternity,
good character and fair ability with
ambitious purposes, congenial disposi-
tion, good morals, a high sense of
honor and a deep sense of personal re-
sponsibility.

The Sigma Chi Fraternity has also
played an integral role in the positive
development in the character and edu-
cation of these young men that have
served as a foundation for success and
achievements in all fields of endeavor,
from the sciences to education to busi-
ness to professional athletes and to
public service.

Madam Speaker, it is my pleasure to
recognize and honor the Sigma Chi
Fraternity on the celebration of its
150th anniversary and commend the
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fraternity and its members for its serv-
ice and achievements over the years.

I urge my colleagues to support
House Concurrent Resolution 163.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, it is an absolute
privilege and thrill for me to take this
opportunity to cosponsor this resolu-
tion.

Madam Speaker, I am a Sigma Chi.
My father was a Sigma Chi. My next
younger brother is a Sigma Chi. And
each of our three sons are Sigma Chis.
So this moment, when we honor the
fraternity of our choice on the occasion
of the 150th anniversary, it has added
meaning to me and to us.

I also wish to thank the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. GERLACH) for
introducing this resolution, which is
cosponsored by other Sigma Chis, the
gentleman from California (Mr. FARR),
the gentleman from Maryland (Mr.
HOYER), the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HYDE), the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. OXLEY), the gentleman from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. PICKERING), the gentleman
from Michigan (Mr. SCHWARZ), the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. SHU-
STER), as well as me.

I also wish to thank the Education
and Workforce Committee and the
House leaderships for bringing this res-
olution to the House floor so very
quickly.

Sigma Chi Fraternity was estab-
lished by its seven founders on com-
mencement day at Miami University
June 28, 1855. These seven young men
broke away from the Delta Kappa Epsi-
lon Fraternity to form ‘‘an association
for the development of the nobler pow-
ers of the mind, the finer feelings of
the heart, and for the promotion of
friendship and congeniality of feeling.”

In 1951, I had the opportunity to
pledge this fraternity at the University
of Missouri at Columbia, and from that
time on I have been aware of the many
outstanding members of our fraternity
through the years, people like Andy
Grabau, people like John Wayne, Larry
McMullen, Ed Matheny, Herbert
Shouse Jones, John Alden Tower, Gov-
ernor James Blair and so many, many
others.

Sigma Chi currently has 202,600 ac-
tive brothers in 219 active chapters at
colleges and universities in two coun-
tries.

It is one of the most highly respected
and well-regarded national fraternities
in the world. It also encompasses not
just our country, but the country of
Canada.

Sigma Chi brothers continue to en-
rich and contribute to the quality of
life in their communities.

Perhaps tie something in regard to
the House of Representatives to the
people working together with their col-
leagues in which they learn of good
character and fair ability and ambi-
tious purposes, congenial dispositions,
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good morals, a high sense of honor and
a deep sense of personal responsibility.
All of this has added to our country.

The history of Sigma Chi is long and
interesting. Being founded in 1855 at
Oxford, Ohio, it went through the War
Between the States and went through
the First World War where 103 brothers
of the fraternity lost their lives and
gave the full measure of devotion to
World War I. It also went through the
Second World War where so many
members of the fraternity fought, some
who died and some who were missing.
One who received the Medal of Honor, a
Captain Maurice Britt from Arkansas
received such an honor.

On a more personal level, the chapter
to which I belong at the University of
Missouri in Columbia was founded on
September 26, 1896. At that time one of
the founders, a former brigadier gen-
eral in the Union Army, Benjamin
Piatt Runkle, who, by the way, is bur-
ied over here at Arlington Cemetery,
gave a speech to that crowd and to
those new fraternity members. In that
speech he spoke to them by saying, you
are the offspring of the grandest civili-
zation the world has ever seen. High
places are vacant, and men filled with
a fraternal spirit must take them. Go
forward, faithful, patient, courageous
and obedient, ever remembering that
the hope of the Nation is in her young
men, and that behind the great un-
known stands God keeping watch over
his own. And what Benjamin Piatt
Runkle said on that day in September
1896 in Columbia, Missouri, is just as
true today.

So it is a real privilege and honor for
me to cosponsor and represent this side
of the aisle in honoring the Sigma Chi
Fraternity on the occasion of its 150th
anniversary, which will be celebrated
on the 24th and 25th of this month in
Cincinnati, Ohio.

THE SIGMA CHI FRATERNITY: A HISTORICAL

PERSPECTIVE

18556—Sigma Chi Fraternity is founded at
Miami University, Oxford, Ohio

1861—During the Civil War, 2656 of the 432
total Sigma Chi membership (That’s 60%)
fight in the conflict. Of this number, 147 were
in the Union forces, and 118 were with the
Confederacy.

1861—‘In Hoc Signo Vinces,”” a secret
motto since 1856, becomes the official public
motto.

1870—The eighth Grand Chapter, held in
Philadelphia, adopts blue and gold as the fra-
ternity’s colors. These colors are now stand-
ardized as Blue and Old Gold.

1881—The Fraternity’s first magazine,
“The Sigma Chi”’ is established under the su-
pervision of the Theta Chapter at Gettysburg
College, Pennsylvania. In 1926 it became
“The magazine of Sigma Chi.”

1882—Delegates of the 14th Grand Chapter,
held in Chicago, elect John S. McMillim,
DePauw 1867, as the first Grand Consul.

1893—Honorary Sigma Chi, President Gro-
ver Cleveland, is initiated on January 26. He
is the only Sigma Chi to have held the office
of President of the United States.

1911—“The Sweetheart of Sigma Chi”’ song
was written in June for the 25th Anniversary
Reunion of Alpha Pi Chapter at Albion Col-
lege, Michigan. Byron D. Stokes, 1913, wrote
the words in one afternoon in class. He then
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gave them to F. Dudleigh Vernor, 1914, who
set them to music

1914—The Fraternity adds 103 Brothers to
its Fraternity Gold Star Honor Roll for giv-
ing their last full measure of devotion during
World War I.

1922—After 67 years as a national organiza-
tion, Sigma Chi becomes international when
it installs the Beta Omega Chapter at the
University of Toronto on April 22.

1929—L.G. Balfour, Indiana 1907, estab-
lishes the Balfour Award, the highest under-
graduate honor in the fraternity. The annual
award recognizes the most outstanding grad-
uating senior of each undergraduate chapter,
province and International Fraternity of
that Academic Year.

1929—Past Grand Consul George Ade, Pur-
due 1887, writes ‘“‘The Sigma Chi Creed”’

1935—The Fraternity creates the Signifi-
cant Sig Award. This award would be pre-
sented at Grand Chapter to alumni whose
achievements brought honor and prestige to
the Fraternity. Seven Medals were presented
at the 42nd Grand Chapter held in Chicago.

1942—Several thousand Sigs, stationed all
over the world, serve in the Armed Forces
during World War II. Congressional Medal of
Honor winner Captain Maurice L. Britt, Ar-
kansas, 1941, becomes the war’s most deco-
rated United States Officer. During the War
the Fraternity lost 724 members, seven times
as many as it lost in World War 1.

1948—Sigma Chi commences the Order of
Constantine, the fraternity’s highest honor,
which is bestowed upon alumni members who
have devoted long and distinguished service
to Sigma Chi

1955—The Fraternity celebrates its Centen-
nial in June 28 in Oxford, Ohio, as a part of
the 50th Grand Chapter, which met in Cin-
cinnati.

1971—The Grand Chapter marks the climax
and resolution of the nearly 15 years of inter-
nal strife in the Fraternity over the proposed
initiation of minority groups. Grand Chapter
delegates voted to remove the restrictive
passages in the Fraternity’s Governing
Laws, validating earlier actions of the Exec-
utive Committee and granting active chap-
ters increased autonomy in membership se-
lection.

1977—The Fraternity recorded its 150,000
initiate.

2001—Eleven Sigma Chis die in the Sep-
tember 11th terrorist attacks on the United
States.

2005—Grand Consul Lee Beauchamp an-
nounces the Fraternity’s zero tolerance pol-
icy for hazing, alcohol abuse, and substance
abuse. The Executive Committee approves a
new statement of Position on Academic Per-
formance. Among other provisions, it re-
quires members to attain a GPA of 2.5 out of
4.0 (or the equivalent), or a GPA that is
above the campus’ all-men’s average, which-
ever is lower.

2005—Sigma Chi celebrates its 150th birth-
day with a grand celebration in Cincinnati.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume. I
will be very brief. I just want to add
my congratulations to the gentleman
from Missouri (Mr. SKELTON) on being
a proud member of this fraternity. And
it is exciting, I am sure, to see a fa-
ther-to-son tradition established there.
So I extend my congratulations to the
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SKEL-
TON) and all my colleagues who are for-
tunate enough to be a member of this
very great fraternity.

I urge all my colleagues to support
this resolution.
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Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, | am proud to
rise today in strong support of H. Con. Res.
163, honoring the Sigma Chi Fraternity on its
150th anniversary.

Like hundreds of thousands of men across
the country | am honored to be a member of
the Sigma Chi Fraternity.

Although | was a Sigma Chi at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, | share a strong bond with
my brothers across the country and around
the world, including my fellow Sigma Chi men
in Congress. We are connected by the shared
tenants of our fraternal organization and we
try to live our life by the “Jordan Standard”—
the Cornerstone of the Sigma Chi Fraternity.

Sigma Chi played an important role in my
personal development and provided me with
relationships that will last a lifetime. These ex-
periences are not unlike the experiences that
millions of other men and women have had
with their respective fraternities and sororities.

Although sometimes ridiculed, the Greek
system on the whole—without question—has
made countless positive contributions to soci-
ety.

Many of our Nation’s leaders, from those in
business to those in public service, are mem-
bers of fraternities or sororities, including our
current President. The benefits to our commu-
nities from these individuals—whose first lead-
ership and service experiences were often
through their involvement with the Greek Sys-
tem—are immeasurable.

Furthermore, beyond planting the seeds of
leadership, fraternities and sororities compel
their members to conduct themselves in ac-
cordance to the highest standards of honor,
morality, and academic excellence.

Since its inception in 1855 at Miami Univer-
sity in Oxford, OH, Sigma Chi has helped
young boys develop into strong, well-rounded,
Sigma Chi men. | am proud to be a part of
this fine organization and | congratulate Sigma
Chi on its 150th year anniversary. May its
good deeds and reputation of excellence en-
dure for the next 150 years.

| ask my colleagues to join me and the
other original cosponsors, Representatives
GERLACH, FARR, HYDE, OXLEY, PICKERING,
SCHWARZ, SHUSTER, and SKELTON, in support
of this legislation.

Mr. KLINE. Madam Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr.
KLINE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 136, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

FLOYD LUPTON POST OFFICE

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2326) to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 614 West Old County Road in
Belhaven, North Carolina, as the
“Floyd Lupton Post Office’.

The Clerk read as follows:
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H.R. 2326

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FLOYD LUPTON POST OFFICE.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 614
West Old County Road in Belhaven, North
Carolina, shall be known and designated as
the ‘“‘Floyd Lupton Post Office”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘“‘Floyd Lupton Post Of-
fice”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. WAXMAN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 2326.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

On behalf of the Committee on Gov-
ernment Reform, I rise in support of
H.R. 2326. This bill would designate the
postal facility located at 614 West Old
County Road in Belhaven, North Caro-
lina, as the ‘“Floyd Lupton Post Of-
fice.” Floyd Lupton, who passed away
on Tuesday, May 10th of this year, was
chief of staff to former Congressman
Walter Jones, Sr., who served with
such great distinction in this body
from 1966 until 1992.

H.R. 2326 was authored by Mr. Jones’
son, the distinguished current Member
from North Carolina, Congressman
WALTER JONES, Jr., one of my closest
friends in this body and one of our fin-
est Members. All Members of the North
Carolina State delegation have cospon-
sored this legislation, and I join them
in strong support.

Madam Speaker, Floyd Lupton, Sr.,
was born and raised in the town of
Pantego, North Carolina, near the At-
lantic coast in 1922. He went to college
at North Carolina State University,
but like so many of his generation, his
education was interrupted by World
War II. Floyd left home to heroically
serve in the Army’s 99th Infantry Divi-
sion, with which he fought in the Bat-
tle of the Bulge, among other combat
experiences. For his heroism Floyd
earned the Bronze Star, and he was
honorably discharged as a first lieuten-
ant.

After the war, Floyd Lupton returned
home to work on the family farm in
Pantego. He later worked stints with
Norfolk Western Railroad, the State
Wildlife Commission and the Beaufort
County Sheriff’s Department.
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