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place, and it has made America less se-
cure at home by creating a terrorist 
breeding ground in a country that was 
not a haven for terrorist organizations 
like al Qaeda before we invaded it. The 
sad irony is that after our Nation was 
attacked on 9/11 by al Qaeda, the Bush 
administration’s response was to bomb 
and kill civilians in one of the few 
countries in the Middle East that was 
inhospitable to al Qaeda. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no justice in an 
operation based purely on ideological 
reasons, reasons that caused the deaths 
of more than 1,400 Americans and un-
told thousands of Iraqis, not to men-
tion well more than 10,000 American 
troops injured and very, very severely 
wounded. 

So now that Iraq’s elections are com-
pleted, we in the United States must 
ensure that the people of Iraq control 
their own affairs as Iraq transitions to-
ward democracy. In fact, Sunday’s 
election in Iraq gives the United States 
yet another opportunity to get back on 
track in Iraq. We can do this by sup-
porting the Iraqi people, not through 
our military but through international 
cooperation to help rebuild Iraq’s eco-
nomic and physical infrastructure. We 
owe this to the people of Iraq, people 
who are being killed by the thousands, 
and to our troops who are sitting ducks 
for terrorists. 

Last week, I introduced H. Con. Res. 
35 with 24 original cosponsors, legisla-
tion that will help secure Iraq for the 
future and ensure that America’s role 
in Iraq actually does make America 
safer. My plan for Iraq is part of a larg-
er, smarter security strategy, which is 
a sensible multilateral, American re-
sponse to terrorism that will ensure 
America’s security by relying on 
smarter policies. 

The withdrawal plan I have proposed 
includes four major components. 

First, develop and implement a plan 
to begin the immediate withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from Iraq. The soldiers who 
have died in Iraq leave behind grieving 
loved ones whose lives will never be the 
same because of the war in Iraq. The 
best way to support our troops is to re-
move them from harm’s way. 

Second, develop and implement a 
plan for the reconstruction of Iraq’s 
civil and economic infrastructure. The 
United States has a moral responsi-
bility to clean up the mess we made in 
Iraq, but that responsibility needs to 
be fulfilled not by our military but by 
humanitarian groups and companies 
that will help rebuild Iraq’s infrastruc-
ture, and not through no-bid contracts 
to companies like Halliburton and 
Bechtel. 

Third, convene an emergency meet-
ing of leadership, Iraq’s neighbors, the 
United Nations, and the Arab League 
to create an international peace-
keeping force in Iraq and to replace 
U.S. military forces with Iraqi police 
and National Guard forces to ensure 
Iraq’s security. 

Iraq’s security problems are still the 
most serious cause for concern in the 

country, and Iraq requires an inter-
national peacekeeping force to address 
this problem, not the United States 
military. A peacekeeping force sup-
ported by Iraq’s neighbors and the 
global community will provide real le-
gitimacy to a conflict that has flown in 
the face of international law from its 
very beginning. 

Fourth, take all steps to provide the 
Iraqi people with opportunity to con-
trol their internal affairs. The Iraqi 
people cannot truly control their own 
affairs until the United States military 
has ceded back authority to the Iraqi 
people. That is why it is essential for 
Iraq’s police and National Guard forces 
to manage Iraq’s security, not the 
United States military. 

Mr. Speaker, let me be clear. We 
should not abandon Iraq. There is still 
a critical role for the United States in 
providing the developmental aid that 
can help create a robust civil society, 
build schools and water processing 
plants and ensure that Iraq’s economic 
infrastructure becomes fully viable. 

In the end, this is the smarter option 
and we must begin always taking the 
smarter path if we are to succeed in 
Iraq. 
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PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON ARMED 
SERVICES 109TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, in accordance 
with clause 2 of rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, I am submitting the 
Rules of the Committee on Armed Services for 
printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

These rules were adopted on Wednesday, 
January 26, 2005 at a public meeting of the 
full committee, with a quorum being present. 

RULES GOVERNING PROCEDURE OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

RULE 1. APPLICATION OF HOUSE RULES 
The Rules of the House of Representatives 

are the rules of the Committee on Armed 
Services (hereinafter referred to in these 
rules as the ‘‘Committee’’) and its sub-
committees so far as applicable. 

RULE 2. FULL COMMITTEE MEETING DATE 
(a) The Committee shall meet every 

Wednesday at 10:00 a.m., and at such other 
times as may be fixed by the chairman of the 
Committee (hereinafter referred to in these 
rules as the ‘‘Chairman’’), or by written re-
quest of members of the Committee pursuant 
to clause 2(c) of rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives. 

(b) A Wednesday meeting of the Committee 
may be dispensed with by the Chairman, but 
such action may be reversed by a written re-
quest of a majority of the members of the 
Committee. 

RULE 3. SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING DATES 
Each subcommittee is authorized to meet, 

hold hearings, receive evidence, and report 
to the Committee on all matters referred to 
it. Insofar as possible, meetings of the Com-
mittee and its subcommittees shall not con-
flict. A subcommittee chairman shall set 
meeting dates after consultation with the 
Chairman, the other subcommittee chair-
men, and the ranking minority member of 

the subcommittee with a view toward avoid-
ing simultaneous scheduling of committee 
and subcommittee meetings or hearings 
wherever possible. 

RULE 4. SUBCOMMITTEES 
Pursuant to the authority granted by Sec-

tion 3(b), relating to Separate Orders, of H. 
Res. 5 as adopted by the House of Represent-
atives on January 4, 2005, the Committee 
shall be organized to consist of six standing 
subcommittees with the following jurisdic-
tions: 

Subcommittee on Tactical Air and Land 
Forces: All Army and Air Force acquisition 
programs (except strategic weapons and lift 
programs, special operations and informa-
tion technology accounts). In addition, the 
subcommittee will be responsible for all 
Navy and Marine Corps aviation programs, 
National Guard and Army and Air Force re-
serve modernization, and ammunition pro-
grams. 

Subcommittee on Readiness: Military 
readiness, training, logistics and mainte-
nance issues and programs. In addition, the 
subcommittee will be responsible for all 
military construction, installations and fam-
ily housing issues, including the base closure 
process. 

Subcommittee on Terrorism, Unconven-
tional Threats and Capabilities: Department 
of Defense counter proliferation and counter 
terrorism programs and initiatives. In addi-
tion, the subcommittee will be responsible 
for Special Operations Forces, the Defense 
Advanced Research Projects Agency, infor-
mation technology and programs, force pro-
tection policy and oversight, and related in-
telligence support. 

Subcommittee on Military Personnel: Mili-
tary personnel policy, reserve component in-
tegration and employment issues, military 
health care, military education and POW/ 
MIA issues. In addition, the subcommittee 
will be responsible for Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation issues and programs. 

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces: Stra-
tegic Forces (except deep strike systems), 
space programs, ballistic missile defense and 
Department of Energy national security pro-
grams (except non-proliferation programs). 

Subcommittee on Projection Forces: Navy 
and Marine Corps programs (except strategic 
weapons, space, special operations and infor-
mation technology programs), deep strike 
bombers and related systems, and strategic 
lift programs. 

RULE 5. COMMITTEE PANELS 
(a) The Chairman may designate a panel of 

the Committee consisting of members of the 
Committee to inquire into and take testi-
mony on a matter or matters that fall with-
in the jurisdiction of more than one sub-
committee and to report to the Committee. 

(b) No panel so appointed shall continue in 
existence for more than six months. A panel 
so appointed may, upon the expiration of six 
months, be reappointed by the Chairman. 

(c) No panel so appointed shall have legis-
lative jurisdiction. 

RULE 6. REFERENCE AND CONSIDERATION OF 
LEGISLATION 

(a) The Chairman shall refer legislation 
and other matters to the appropriate sub-
committee or to the full Committee. 

(b) Legislation shall be taken up for a 
hearing or markup only when called by the 
Chairman of the Committee or sub-
committee, as appropriate, or by a majority 
of those present and voting. 

(c) The Chairman, with approval of a ma-
jority vote of a quorum of the Committee, 
shall have authority to discharge a sub-
committee from consideration of any meas-
ure or matter referred thereto and have such 
measure or matter considered by the Com-
mittee. 
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(d) Reports and recommendations of a sub-

committee may not be considered by the 
Committee until after the intervention of 
three calendar days from the time the report 
is approved by the subcommittee and avail-
able to the members of the Committee, ex-
cept that this rule may be waived by a ma-
jority vote of a quorum of the Committee. 

RULE 7. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF HEARINGS 
AND MEETINGS 

Pursuant to clause 2(g)(3) of rule XI of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, the 
Chairman of the Committee or of any sub-
committee or panel shall make public an-
nouncement of the date, place, and subject 
matter of any committee or subcommittee 
hearing at least one week before the com-
mencement of the hearing. However, if the 
Chairman of the Committee or of any sub-
committee or panel, with the concurrence of 
the respective ranking minority member of 
the Committee, subcommittee or panel, de-
termines that there is good cause to begin 
the hearing sooner, or if the Committee, sub-
committee or panel so determines by major-
ity vote, a quorum being present for the 
transaction of business, such chairman shall 
make the announcement at the earliest pos-
sible date. Any announcement made under 
this rule shall be promptly published in the 
Daily Digest, promptly entered into the com-
mittee scheduling service of the House Infor-
mation Resources, and promptly posted to 
the internet web page maintained by the 
Committee. 

RULE 8. BROADCASTING OF COMMITTEE 
HEARINGS AND MEETINGS 

Clause 4 of rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives shall apply to the 
Committee. 
RULE 9. MEETINGS AND HEARINGS OPEN TO THE 

PUBLIC 
(a) Each hearing and meeting for the trans-

action of business, including the markup of 
legislation, conducted by the Committee or a 
subcommittee shall be open to the public ex-
cept when the Committee or subcommittee, 
in open session and with a majority being 
present, determines by record vote that all 
or part of the remainder of that hearing or 
meeting on that day shall be in executive 
session because disclosure of testimony, evi-
dence, or other matters to be considered 
would endanger the national security, would 
compromise sensitive law enforcement infor-
mation, or would violate any law or rule of 
the House of Representatives. Notwith-
standing the requirements of the preceding 
sentence, a majority of those present, there 
being in attendance no fewer than two mem-
bers of the Committee or subcommittee, 
may vote to close a hearing or meeting for 
the sole purpose of discussing whether testi-
mony or evidence to be received would en-
danger the national security, would com-
promise sensitive law enforcement informa-
tion, or would violate any law or rule of the 
House of Representatives. If the decision is 
to proceed in executive session, the vote 
must be by record vote and in open session, 
a majority of the Committee or sub-
committee being present. 

(b) Whenever it is asserted by a member of 
the committee that the evidence or testi-
mony at a hearing may tend to defame, de-
grade, or incriminate any person, or it is as-
serted by a witness that the evidence or tes-
timony that the witness would give at a 
hearing may tend to defame, degrade, or in-
criminate the witness, notwithstanding the 
requirements of (a) and the provisions of 
clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives, such evidence or 
testimony shall be presented in executive 
session, if by a majority vote of those 
present, there being in attendance no fewer 

than two members of the Committee or sub-
committee, the Committee or subcommittee 
determines that such evidence may tend to 
defame, degrade or incriminate any person. 
A majority of those present, there being in 
attendance no fewer than two members of 
the Committee or subcommittee, may also 
vote to close the hearing or meeting for the 
sole purpose of discussing whether evidence 
or testimony to be received would tend to de-
fame, degrade or incriminate any person. 
The Committee or subcommittee shall pro-
ceed to receive such testimony in open ses-
sion only if the Committee or subcommittee, 
a majority being present, determines that 
such evidence or testimony will not tend to 
defame, degrade or incriminate any person. 

(c) Notwithstanding the foregoing, and 
with the approval of the Chairman, each 
member of the Committee may designate by 
letter to the Chairman, a member of that 
member’s personal staff with Top Secret se-
curity clearance to attend hearings of the 
Committee, or that member’s sub-
committee(s) (excluding briefings or meet-
ings held under the provisions of committee 
rule 9(a)), which have been closed under the 
provisions of rule 9(a) above for national se-
curity purposes for the taking of testimony. 
The attendance of such a staff member at 
such hearings is subject to the approval of 
the Committee or subcommittee as dictated 
by national security requirements at that 
time. The attainment of any required secu-
rity clearances is the responsibility of indi-
vidual members of the Committee. 

(d) Pursuant to clause 2(g)(2) of rule XI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives, 
no Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner may be excluded from 
nonparticipatory attendance at any hearing 
of the Committee or a subcommittee, unless 
the House of Representatives shall by major-
ity vote authorize the Committee or sub-
committee, for purposes of a particular se-
ries of hearings on a particular article of leg-
islation or on a particular subject of inves-
tigation, to close its hearings to Members, 
Delegates, and the Resident Commissioner 
by the same procedures designated in this 
rule for closing hearings to the public. 

(e) The Committee or the subcommittee 
may vote, by the same procedure, to meet in 
executive session for up to five additional 
consecutive days of hearings. 

RULE 10. QUORUM 
(a) For purposes of taking testimony and 

receiving evidence, two members shall con-
stitute a quorum. 

(b) One-third of the members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee shall constitute a 
quorum for taking any action, with the fol-
lowing exceptions, in which case a majority 
of the Committee or subcommittee shall 
constitute a quorum: 

(1) Reporting a measure or recommenda-
tion; 

(2) Closing committee or subcommittee 
meetings and hearings to the public; 

(3) Authorizing the issuance of subpoenas; 
(4) Authorizing the use of executive session 

material; and 
(5) Voting to proceed in open session after 

voting to close to discuss whether evidence 
or testimony to be received would tend to de-
fame, degrade, or incriminate any person. 

(c) No measure or recommendation shall be 
reported to the House of Representatives un-
less a majority of the Committee is actually 
present. 

RULE 11. THE FIVE-MINUTE RULE 
(a) The time any one member may address 

the Committee or subcommittee on any 
measure or matter under consideration shall 
not exceed five minutes and then only when 
the member has been recognized by the 
Chairman or subcommittee chairman, as ap-

propriate, except that this time limit may be 
exceeded by unanimous consent. Any mem-
ber, upon request, shall be recognized for not 
to exceed five minutes to address the Com-
mittee or subcommittee on behalf of an 
amendment which the member has offered to 
any pending bill or resolution. The five- 
minute limitation shall not apply to the 
Chairman and ranking minority member of 
the Committee or subcommittee. 

(b) Members present at a hearing of the 
Committee or subcommittee when a hearing 
is originally convened shall be recognized by 
the Chairman or subcommittee chairman, as 
appropriate, in order of seniority. Those 
members arriving subsequently shall be rec-
ognized in order of their arrival. Notwith-
standing the foregoing, the Chairman and 
the ranking minority member will take prec-
edence upon their arrival. In recognizing 
members to question witnesses in this fash-
ion, the Chairman shall take into consider-
ation the ratio of the majority to minority 
members present and shall establish the 
order of recognition for questioning in such 
a manner as not to disadvantage the mem-
bers of either party. 

(c) No person other than a Member, Dele-
gate, or Resident Commissioner of Congress 
and committee staff may be seated in or be-
hind the dais area during Committee, sub-
committee, or panel hearings and meetings. 

RULE 12. POWER TO SIT AND ACT; SUBPOENA 
POWER 

(a) For the purpose of carrying out any of 
its functions and duties under rules X and XI 
of the Rules of the House of Representatives, 
the Committee and any subcommittee are 
authorized (subject to subparagraph (b)(1) of 
this paragraph): 

(1) to sit and act at such times and places 
within the United States, whether the House 
is in session, has recessed, or has adjourned, 
and to hold hearings, and 

(2) to require by subpoena, or otherwise, 
the attendance and testimony of such wit-
nesses and the production of such books, 
records, correspondence, memorandums, pa-
pers and documents, including, but not lim-
ited to, those in electronic form, as it con-
siders necessary. 

(b)(1) A subpoena may be authorized and 
issued by the Committee, or any sub-
committee with the concurrence of the full 
Committee Chairman, under subparagraph 
(a)(2) in the conduct of any investigation, or 
series of investigations or activities, only 
when authorized by a majority of the mem-
bers voting, a majority of the Committee or 
subcommittee being present. Authorized sub-
poenas shall be signed only by the Chairman, 
or by any member designated by the Chair-
man. 

(2) Pursuant to clause 2(m) of rule XI of 
the Rules of the House of Representatives, 
compliance with any subpoena issued by the 
Committee or any subcommittee under sub-
paragraph (a)(2) may be enforced only as au-
thorized or directed by the House of Rep-
resentatives. 

RULE 13. WITNESS STATEMENTS 
(a) Any prepared statement to be presented 

by a witness to the Committee or a sub-
committee shall be submitted to the Com-
mittee or subcommittee at least 48 hours in 
advance of presentation and shall be distrib-
uted to all members of the Committee or 
subcommittee at least 24 hours in advance of 
presentation. A copy of any such prepared 
statement shall also be submitted to the 
Committee in electronic form. If a prepared 
statement contains national security infor-
mation bearing a classification of secret or 
higher, the statement shall be made avail-
able in the Committee rooms to all members 
of the Committee or subcommittee at least 
24 hours in advance of presentation; however, 
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no such statement shall be removed from the 
Committee offices. The requirement of this 
rule may be waived by a majority vote of the 
Committee or subcommittee, a quorum 
being present. 

(b) The Committee and each subcommittee 
shall require each witness who is to appear 
before it to file with the Committee in ad-
vance of his or her appearance a written 
statement of the proposed testimony and to 
limit the oral presentation at such appear-
ance to a brief summary of his or her argu-
ment. 

RULE 14. ADMINISTERING OATHS TO WITNESSES 
(a) The Chairman, or any member des-

ignated by the Chairman, may administer 
oaths to any witness. 

(b) Witnesses, when sworn, shall subscribe 
to the following oath: 

‘‘Do you solemnly swear (or affirm) that 
the testimony you will give before this Com-
mittee (or subcommittee) in the matters now 
under consideration will be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God?’’ 

RULE 15. QUESTIONING OF WITNESSES 
(a) When a witness is before the Committee 

or a subcommittee, members of the Com-
mittee or subcommittee may put questions 
to the witness only when recognized by the 
Chairman or subcommittee chairman, as ap-
propriate, for that purpose. 

(b) Members of the Committee or sub-
committee who so desire shall have not to 
exceed five minutes to interrogate each wit-
ness or panel of witnesses until such time as 
each member has had an opportunity to in-
terrogate each witness or panel of witnesses; 
thereafter, additional rounds for questioning 
witnesses by members are discretionary with 
the Chairman or subcommittee chairman, as 
appropriate. 

(c) Questions put to witnesses before the 
Committee or subcommittee shall be perti-
nent to the measure or matter that may be 
before the Committee or subcommittee for 
consideration. 
RULE 16. PUBLICATION OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS 

AND MARKUPS 
The transcripts of those hearings and 

mark-ups conducted by the Committee or a 
subcommittee that are decided by the Chair-
man to be officially published will be pub-
lished in verbatim form, with the material 
requested for the record inserted at that 
place requested, or at the end of the record, 
as appropriate. Any requests to correct any 
errors, other than those in transcription, or 
disputed errors in transcription, will be ap-
pended to the record, and the appropriate 
place where the change is requested will be 
footnoted. 

RULE 17. VOTING AND ROLLCALLS 
(a) Voting on a measure or matter may be 

by record vote, division vote, voice vote, or 
unanimous consent. 

(b) A record vote shall be ordered upon the 
request of one-fifth of those members 
present. 

(c) No vote by any member of the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee with respect to 
any measure or matter shall be cast by 
proxy. 

(d) In the event of a vote or votes, when a 
member is in attendance at any other com-
mittee, subcommittee, or conference com-
mittee meeting during that time, the nec-
essary absence of that member shall be so 
noted in the record vote record, upon timely 
notification to the Chairman by that mem-
ber. 

RULE 18. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
(a) If, at the time of approval of any meas-

ure or matter by the Committee, any mem-
ber of the Committee gives timely notice of 

intention to file supplemental, minority, ad-
ditional or dissenting views, that member 
shall be entitled to not less than two cal-
endar days (excluding Saturdays, Sundays, 
and legal holidays except when the House is 
in session on such days) in which to file such 
views, in writing and signed by that member, 
with the staff director of the Committee. All 
such views so filed by one or more members 
of the Committee shall be included within, 
and shall be a part of, the report filed by the 
Committee with respect to that measure or 
matter. 

(b) With respect to each record vote on a 
motion to report any measure or matter, and 
on any amendment offered to the measure or 
matter, the total number of votes cast for 
and against, the names of those voting for 
and against, and a brief description of the 
question, shall be included in the committee 
report on the measure or matter. 

RULE 19. POINTS OF ORDER 
No point of order shall lie with respect to 

any measure reported by the Committee or 
any subcommittee on the ground that hear-
ings on such measure were not conducted in 
accordance with the provisions of the rules 
of the Committee; except that a point of 
order on that ground may be made by any 
member of the Committee or subcommittee 
which reported the measure if, in the Com-
mittee or subcommittee, such point of order 
was (a) timely made and (b) improperly over-
ruled or not properly considered. 

RULE 20. PUBLIC INSPECTION OF COMMITTEE 
ROLLCALLS 

The result of each record vote in any meet-
ing of the Committee shall be made available 
by the Committee for inspection by the pub-
lic at reasonable times in the offices of the 
Committee. Information so available for 
public inspection shall include a description 
of the amendment, motion, order, or other 
proposition and the name of each member 
voting for and each member voting against 
such amendment, motion, order, or propo-
sition and the names of those members 
present but not voting. 

RULE 21. PROTECTION OF NATIONAL SECURITY 
INFORMATION 

(a) Except as provided in clause 2(g) of 
Rule XI of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, all national security informa-
tion bearing a classification of secret or 
higher which has been received by the Com-
mittee or a subcommittee shall be deemed to 
have been received in executive session and 
shall be given appropriate safekeeping. 

(b) The Chairman of the Committee shall, 
with the approval of a majority of the Com-
mittee, establish such procedures as in his 
judgment may be necessary to prevent the 
unauthorized disclosure of any national se-
curity information received classified as se-
cret or higher. Such procedures shall, how-
ever, ensure access to this information by 
any member of the Committee or any other 
Member, Delegate, or Resident Commis-
sioner of the House of Representatives who 
has requested the opportunity to review such 
material. 

RULE 22. COMMITTEE STAFFING 
The staffing of the Committee, the stand-

ing subcommittees, and any panel designated 
by the Chairman shall be subject to the rules 
of the House of Representatives, 

RULE 23. COMMITTEE RECORDS 
The records of the Committee at the Na-

tional Archives and Records Administration 
shall be made available for public use in ac-
cordance with rule VII of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives. The Chairman 
shall notify the ranking minority member of 
any decision, pursuant to clause 3(b)(3) or 
clause 4(b) of rule VII, to withhold a record 

otherwise available, and the matter shall be 
presented to the Committee for a determina-
tion on the written request of any member of 
the Committee. 

RULE 24. HEARING PROCEDURES 

Clause 2(k) of rule XI of the Rules of the 
House of Representatives shall apply to the 
Committee. 

f 

PUBLICATION OF THE RULES OF 
THE COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE, 
109TH CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, in ac-
cordance with clause 2(a) of Rule XI of the 
Rules of the House, I am submitting for print-
ing in the RECORD a copy of the Rules of the 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture for the 109th Congress, adopted on Feb-
ruary 2, 2005. 

Rules of the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure 

United States House of Representatives 
109th Congress 

(Adopted February 2, 2005) 
RULE I. GENERAL PROVISIONS. 

(a) APPLICABILITY OF HOUSE RULES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Rules of the House 

are the rules of the Committee and its sub-
committees so far as applicable, except that 
a motion to recess from day to day, and a 
motion to dispense with the first reading (in 
full) of a bill or resolution, if printed copies 
are available, are non-debatable privileged 
motions in the Committee and its sub-
committees. 

(2) SUBCOMMITTEES.—Each subcommittee is 
part of the Committee, and is subject to the 
authority and direction of the Committee 
and its rules so far as applicable. 

(3) INCORPORATION OF HOUSE RULE ON COM-
MITTEE PROCEDURE.—Rule XI of the Rules of 
the House, which pertains entirely to Com-
mittee procedure, is incorporated and made 
a part of the rules of the Committee to the 
extent applicable. 

(b) PUBLICATION OF RULES.—The Commit-
tee’s rules shall be published in the Congres-
sional Record not later than 30 days after the 
Committee is elected in each odd-numbered 
year. 

(c) VICE CHAIRMAN.—The Chairman shall 
appoint a vice chairman of the Committee 
and of each subcommittee. If the Chairman 
of the Committee or subcommittee is not 
present at any meeting of the Committee or 
subcommittee, as the case may be, the vice 
chairman shall preside. If the vice chairman 
is not present, the ranking member of the 
majority party on the Committee or sub-
committee who is present shall preside at 
that meeting. 
RULE II. REGULAR, ADDITIONAL, AND SPECIAL 

MEETINGS. 
(a) REGULAR MEETINGS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Regular meetings of the 

Committee shall be held on the first Wednes-
day of every month to transact its business 
unless such day is a holiday, or the House is 
in recess or is adjourned, in which case the 
Chairman shall determine the regular meet-
ing day of the Committee for that month. 

(2) NOTICE.—The Chairman shall give each 
member of the Committee, as far in advance 
of the day of the regular meeting as the cir-
cumstances make practicable, a written no-
tice of such meeting and the matters to be 
considered at such meeting. 
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