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says again that we stand behind those who 
risk repression and harassment to bring free-
dom to their long-suffering people. 

It says that the international community is 
watching Castro, and that we will not accept 
the abuses of human and civil rights that the 
Castro regime employs so indifferently. 

And it says that we believe in the Assembly 
and the ability of a group of individuals with a 
strong faith in democracy to free their people 
from a tyrant’s restrictive grasp. 

To my brothers and sisters who suffer in 
Castro’s jails, under his regime, to their fami-
lies and friends both here in the United States 
and in Cuba, to the leaders and participants in 
the Assembly to Promote Civil Society in 
Cuba, and to the Cuban people, I say that 
Castro’s days are numbered. Over a hundred 
years ago, the Cuban people won the battle 
against brutality and oppression and fought for 
their freedom. I have no doubt that we will win 
again. I look forward to that day, which is 
coming soon, when on May 20, our independ-
ence day, we will all celebrate a free and 
democratic Cuba. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ on this 
resolution.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in strong support of H. Res. 193, which 
expresses support for the courageous advo-
cates of freedom in Cuba, who are gathering 
ten days from now in Havana for the first As-
sembly to Promote the Civil Society con-
ference which will focus on bringing democ-
racy, liberty, and the rule of law to this 
enslaved island. 

Madam Speaker, in recent years, this 
House has overwhelmingly passed numerous 
resolutions condemning the egregious human 
rights violations of the Castro regime. These 
violations, which have been continually cited 
through comprehensive, compelling reports, 
include the pervasive use of torture and vi-
cious beatings of political prisoners. We know 
that this year the UN Convention on Human 
Rights in Geneva also passed a resolution 
condemning the government of Cuba’s deplor-
able human rights record. 

Today, we celebrate those brave Cubans 
who have been undaunted by Castro’s reign 
of terror and who continue to speak out fear-
lessly for freedom in Cuba. Mr. Speaker, I 
note that on March 3, three of the main orga-
nizers of the Assembly to Promote the Civil 
Society testified via telephone at a joint hear-
ing I chaired with the Africa, Global Human 
Rights, and International Operation Sub-
committee and the Western Hemisphere Sub-
committee. The hearing was appropriately en-
titled ‘‘Year Two of Castro’s Brutal Crackdown 
on Dissidents.’’ 

The three who spoke at this hearing were 
Martha Beatriz Roque, an internationally re-
nowned Cuban economist; Felix Bonne, a 
Cuban engineering professor; and Rene 
Gomez Manzano, a Cuban attorney. All three 
have spent time in Cuba’s prisons for their 
pro-democracy activities and co-authored a 
book, ‘‘The Homeland Belongs to Us.’’ The 
courage they demonstrated through testifying 
was truly inspiring and they provided a tre-
mendous witness of the desire of the Cuban 
people to be free. 

Martha Beatriz Roque was arrested in the 
now infamous March 2003 crackdown of 
Cuba’s bravest and brightest were rounded 

up, paraded before kangaroo courts on 
trumped up charges and given harsh prison 
sentences with sickening speed. She was sen-
tenced to 20 years in prison but released in 
July of 2004 because of poor health. In an 
interview after her release, Roque said: ‘‘I 
leave prison without having accepted any sort 
of conditions. I am a dissident and I will re-
main one.’’ 

Madam Speaker, we gather today in support 
of Roque, Bonne, Manzano, and these other 
brave leaders as they prepare for this historic 
event. I have been invited to participate in the 
Assembly to Promote the Civil Society and 
sent my visa application through the Depart-
ment of State to Cuba through the US Interest 
Section.

Madam Speaker, I note that in March of 
2003, I also requested to travel to Cuba along 
with my colleague, Congressman FRANK 
WOLF, but we were denied visas. This is a re-
gime that has strongly advocated for trade and 
travel with the United States, and yet the gov-
ernment of Cuba would not give visas to two 
Members of Congress, each of whom have 
served in the House of Representatives for 
nearly 25 years. 

What do they hide? What do they fear? 
I hope that the Cuban government will allow 

me to travel. I hope to be with the brave lead-
ers of freedom in Cuba on this day of peaceful 
advocacy. The world will be watching next 
week Mr. Speaker, and I hope that the regime 
will allow this event to take place. If they fail 
to do so, they will continue to experience 
alienation from the world community. 

Our hopes and prayers are with the brave 
leaders of the Assembly to Promote the Civil 
Society next week. I urge my colleagues to 
strongly support this resolution that supports 
the brave advocates for freedom in Cuba. 

Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of our time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I have no further requests for time, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CAPITO). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 193. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

SUPPORTING GOALS AND IDEALS 
OF A ROTARY INTERNATIONAL 
DAY 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 142) 
supporting the goals and ideals of a 

‘‘Rotary International Day’’ and cele-
brating and honoring Rotary Inter-
national on the occasion of its centen-
nial anniversary. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. RES. 142

Whereas Rotary International, founded on 
February 23, 1905, in Chicago, Illinois, is the 
world’s first service club and one of the larg-
est nonprofit service organizations; 

Whereas there are more than 1.2 million 
Rotary International club members com-
prised of professional and business leaders in 
more than 31,000 clubs in more than 165 coun-
tries; 

Whereas the Rotary International motto, 
‘‘Service Above Self’’, inspires members to 
provide humanitarian service, meet high 
ethical standards, and promote international 
good will; 

Whereas Rotary International funds club 
projects and sponsors volunteers with com-
munity expertise to provide medical sup-
plies, health care, clean water, food produc-
tion, job training, and education to millions 
in need, particularly in developing countries; 

Whereas in 1985, Rotary International 
launched Polio Plus and spearheaded efforts 
with the World Health Organization, Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, and the 
United Nations Children’s Fund (‘‘UNICEF’’) 
to immunize the children of the world 
against polio; 

Whereas polio cases have dropped by 99 
percent since 1988, and the world now stands 
on the threshold of eradicating the disease; 

Whereas Rotary International is the larg-
est privately-funded source of international 
scholarships in the world and promotes 
international understanding through schol-
arships, exchange programs, and humani-
tarian grants; 

Whereas since 1947, more than 35,000 stu-
dents from 110 countries have studied abroad 
as Rotary Ambassadorial Scholars; 

Whereas Rotary International’s Group 
Study Exchange program has helped more 
than 46,000 young professionals explore ca-
reer fields in other countries; 

Whereas 8,000 secondary school students 
each year experience life in another country 
through Rotary International’s Youth Ex-
change Program; 

Whereas over the past five years, members 
throughout all fifty States of Rotary Inter-
national have hosted participants in Open 
World, a program sponsored by the Library 
of Congress, and therefore have earned the 
honor of serving as Open World’s most out-
standing host; 

Whereas there are approximately 400,000 
Rotary International club members in more 
than 7,700 clubs throughout the United 
States sponsoring service projects to address 
critical issues such as poverty, health, hun-
ger, illiteracy, and the environment in their 
local communities and abroad; and 

Whereas February 23, 2005, would be an ap-
propriate date to observe Rotary Inter-
national Day: Now, therefore, be it;

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of a ‘‘Ro-
tary International Day’’ to celebrate the 
centennial anniversary of Rotary Inter-
national; and 

(2) recognizes Rotary International for 100 
years of service to improving the human con-
dition in communities throughout the world.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) and the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 
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The Chair recognizes the gentle-

woman from Florida (Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN).

b 1500 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks, and to include extraneous 
material on the resolution under con-
sideration, H. Res. 142. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CAPITO). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

As a member of the Committee on 
Government Reform, and as one of the 
73 cosponsors, I am pleased to rise in 
support of House Resolution 142 that 
honors Rotary International on the oc-
casion of its centennial anniversary. 

Rotary is a global organization of 
business and professional leaders that 
provide humanitarian services and 
works to provide good will and peace in 
the world. The organization boasts ap-
proximately 1.2 million members, 
called Rotarians, who belong to more 
than 31,000 Rotary clubs currently lo-
cated in 167 countries. The efforts of 
Rotary clubs encourage high ethical 
standards in all vocations. 

Rotary International was founded on 
February 23, 1905, in Chicago, Illinois, 
in the hometown and the district of my 
colleague, the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. DAVIS). It became the world’s first 
club devoted to public service and 
quickly grew into one of the largest 
nonprofit service organizations. 

Today, there are nearly 400,000 Rotar-
ians in the U.S. Membership provides 
the opportunity to make a difference 
within communities by working with 
each other and with local humani-
tarian and business leaders. A person 
can even learn about and become in-
volved in international issues through 
Rotary programs. 

Madam Speaker, next month, I un-
derstand that the Rotary will be 
hosting a great celebration in Chicago 
to mark its hundredth anniversary, 
and it will be from June 18 to June 22. 
On this occasion, the 2005 Rotary Inter-
national convention will be a great 
event, and we wish the best to the Ro-
tary and all Rotarians in their festivi-
ties. 

Madam Speaker, I congratulate the 
distinguished gentlewoman from Illi-
nois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for her benevo-
lence in advancing such a worthy reso-
lution. I congratulate Rotary Inter-
national for 100 years of tremendous 
service to our Nation and to the world.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield such time as she may con-
sume to the gentlewoman from Illinois 
(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY). 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker, 
I thank the gentleman for yielding me 
this time. 

As the author of this legislation, and 
with the honor of representing the 
Ninth Congressional District of Illi-
nois, home to the headquarters of Ro-
tary International, I rise in strong sup-
port of House Resolution 142, a bill 
marking 100 years of service to human-
ity by Rotarians around the world. I 
am so happy that the other body, under 
the leadership of our Illinois Senator, 
RICHARD DURBIN, also passed an iden-
tical resolution. 

I want to thank the chairman and 
ranking member of the Committee on 
Government Reform for their assist-
ance in moving this bill to the floor, 
and my colleague, the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. KIRK), for his support of 
this legislation. 

The celebration of Rotary’s centen-
nial will culminate in the place where 
it all began, Chicago, during the orga-
nization’s upcoming convention to be 
held in mid-June. There, Rotarians 
from all over the world will mark 100 
years of service to humanity and to re-
dedicate themselves to Rotary’s ongo-
ing mission of service above self. 

Rotary International was founded on 
February 23, 1905, in Chicago, Illinois. 
It is the world’s first service club and 
one of the largest nonprofit service or-
ganizations in the world. Rotary pro-
vides humanitarian services, encour-
ages high ethical standards in all voca-
tions, and helps build good will and 
peace in the world. 

Approximately 1.2 million Rotarians 
belong to more than 31,000 Rotary clubs 
located in 167 countries. Approximately 
400,000 Rotarians belong to clubs 
throughout the United States and in 
virtually every congressional district. 
The world’s Rotary clubs meet weekly 
and are nonpolitical, nonreligious, and 
open to all cultures, all races, and all 
creeds. 

The main objective of Rotary is serv-
ice in the community, in the work-
place, and throughout the world. Ro-
tarians develop community service 
projects that address many of today’s 
most critical issues, such as children at 
risk, poverty and hunger, the environ-
ment, illiteracy, and violence. They 
also support programs for youth, edu-
cational opportunities, and inter-
national exchanges for students, teach-
ers and other professionals, and voca-
tional career development. 

The Rotary motto of ‘‘Service Above 
Self’’ is an example for all humanity, 
and certainly one for the Members of 
this body. Today, Rotarians are united 
in a campaign for the global eradi-
cation of polio. In the 1980s, Rotarians 
raised $240 million to immunize the 
children of the world. By the end of 
2005, the Polio Plus program will have 
contributed $500 million to this cause. 
Rotary has provided an army of volun-
teers to promote and assist at national 
immunization days in polio endemic 
countries around the world. 

In 2000, I had the privilege of trav-
eling to India with President Clinton 

and happened to be there on a weekend 
when Rotary was doing immunizations 
of children in India against polio. 
Along with many coalition partners, 
the Rotarians succeeded in immunizing 
approximately 125 million people in a 
weekend. Imagine the kind of volun-
teer effort it took for such a massive 
campaign and for such great results. 

Due in large part to Rotary’s efforts, 
the number of polio cases has fallen 
from an estimated 350,000 in 1988 to less 
than 1,300 in 2004, a more than 99 per-
cent decline in reported cases. More 
than 200 countries and territories are 
polio-free. 

From the launch of the global initia-
tive in 1988 to the eradication target 
date of 2005, five million people who 
would otherwise have been paralyzed 
will be walking because they have been 
immunized against polio. It is my hope 
that today we will not only pass this 
resolution but that we will also dedi-
cate ourselves to meeting Rotary 
International’s call for adequate fund-
ing for the fight against polio in 2006. 

Rotary is seeking a total of $106.4 
million for the polio eradication efforts 
of the CDC and $32 million for the polio 
eradication activities of USAID. This 
Congress should support Rotary’s great 
work by providing those needed funds. 

Rotary International shares the mis-
sion that drives so many of us in this 
body. Rotary International promotes 
world understanding through inter-
national and humanitarian service pro-
grams and educational and cultural ex-
changes. It is supported solely by vol-
unteer contributions from Rotarians 
and others who share its vision of a 
better world. Since 1947, the foundation 
has awarded more than $1.1 billion in 
humanitarian and educational grants. 

Again, I want to urge my colleagues 
to join me in passing this legislation in 
honoring the work and members of Ro-
tary International for 100 years of serv-
ice to humanity and for their role in 
improving the world. I hope over the 
next 100 years Rotary’s membership 
will continue to grow and its great 
service will continue.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I am pleased to yield such time as 
she may consume to my distinguished 
colleague, the gentlewoman from the 
State of Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN), 
who is also a Rotarian. 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, 
I thank the gentlewoman from Florida 
for yielding me this time, and I want to 
commend the gentlewoman from Illi-
nois for her fine work on this piece of 
legislation, and I would like to encour-
age my colleagues to all join me in 
supporting House Resolution 142 and 
honoring the goals and the ideals of 
Rotary International and Rotary Inter-
national Day on their hundredth anni-
versary. It is a wonderful organization. 

Growing up, I learned that giving 
back to your community should be a 
goal that each and every one of us 
would have. And with its ‘‘Service 
Above Self’’ motto, Rotary Inter-
national truly is living up to that 
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standard of giving back. As an active 
Rotarian, I have had the opportunity 
to participate in so many events, pro-
grams, and projects that have been car-
ried out by my Rotary club and by 
other Rotary clubs in my congressional 
district in Tennessee. 

The gentlewoman from Illinois spoke 
a little about some of those projects, 
and it does not matter if you are in 
Nashville or Memphis or Clarksville, or 
anywhere in the Seventh District of 
Tennessee or around our great State, 
you are going to see that Rotary clubs 
are making a difference in each and 
every kind of project, from immuniza-
tions for children, which is a worldwide 
project for Rotaries, and then to things 
like the National Rotary Club, sup-
porting the Boys and Girls Club and 
Second Harvest Food Bank, and pro-
viding scholarships. Also, in Memphis, 
they have awarded thousands of dollars 
in small grants to teachers who are 
working to improve literacy in that 
great city. 

I want to send my thanks to the 1.2 
million Rotary club members who are 
working to make that difference in 
communities around the globe, and I 
want to commend our international 
Rotarians who are now in 165 different 
countries for their commitment to 
service above self and improving the 
quality of life for each and every man 
and woman. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. It is with great pleasure I 
join with my colleagues and friends in 
support of H. Res. 142, supporting the 
goals and ideals of a Rotary Inter-
national Day and celebrating and hon-
oring Rotary International on the oc-
casion of its centennial celebration. 

Rotary International is one of the 
most well-known and respected service 
organizations in the world. What many 
people do not know, however, is that 
the organization began in 1905, when 
Paul Harris, a Chicago attorney, in-
vited three friends to a meeting: 
Silvester Schiele, a coal dealer; Hiram 
Shorey, a merchant tailor; and Gusta-
vus Loehr, a mining engineer. All four 
men gathered in Loehr’s business office 
in room 711 of the Unity Building at 127 
North Dearborn, in my district of 
downtown Chicago. They discussed 
Harris’ idea that business leaders 
should meet periodically to enjoy ca-
maraderie and to enlarge their circle of 
business and professional acquaint-
ances. 

The club met weekly. Membership 
was limited to one representative from 
each business and profession. And 
though the men did not use the term 
‘‘rotary’’ that night, that gathering is 
commonly regarded as the first Rotary 
club meeting. The name Rotary was 
suggested later by Paul Harris, as 
meetings were rotated from one office 
in the early days of the organization to 
another. 

As the Rotary club began to grow na-
tionwide, the focus of the club ex-
panded from simply serving the profes-

sional and social needs of its club 
members to trying to address the prob-
lems that existed in their commu-
nities. Since its inception, Rotary 
International has been a source of in-
spiration to people all over the world. 
In 1945, 49 Rotary members served in 29 
delegations to the United Nations 
Charter Conference. Today, the Rotary 
club is still an active participant in 
several United Nations programs. 

In addition to their commitment to 
diplomacy, Rotarians have taken the 
lead on many international crises. In 
1985, they made a commitment to im-
munize all of the world’s children for 
polio. To this day, Rotary is the larg-
est private-sector contributor to the 
global polio eradication program. 

As we honor Rotary International for 
their profound contributions to our 
world, I am pleased to say that the or-
ganization continues to grow. Today, 
1.2 million Rotarians belong to 31,000 
Rotary clubs in 166 countries. 

Madam Speaker, I would also like to 
take this moment to thank my col-
league, the gentlewoman from Illinois 
(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY), for her leadership 
in bringing this important legislation 
to the floor. I would also like to thank 
the members of the Rotary club for 
serving our communities and helping 
to make the world a better place for all 
of us to live in. 

Madam Speaker, I have no additional 
requests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to my distinguished colleague, 
the gentleman from the State of Illi-
nois (Mr. KIRK), who is also a Rotarian. 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding me this 
time; and I commend my colleague, the 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY), for offering this resolu-
tion commending Rotary on its anni-
versary, headquartered in Evanston, Il-
linois, on Chicago’s North Shore. 

In 1905, in Chicago, Illinois attorney 
Paul Harris invited three friends to 
dinner. He envisioned a new kind of 
group of professionals that would meet 
to cultivate their civic ties. The group 
met regularly, became the Rotary Club 
of Chicago, and changed its focus to 
community service. 

We have come a long way since 1905. 
Now, with 400,000 Rotarians, like the 
Highland Park Morning Rotary Club 
that I belong to, and over 7,000 clubs 
throughout the United States, they are 
fighting poverty and hunger and illit-
eracy and working to support the envi-
ronment. But Rotary should be known 
especially for one project, Polio Plus.

b 1515 

It is with this privately funded and 
organized group that dedicated itself to 
wiping out a disease from the face of 
the planet, building on the precedent of 
wiping out smallpox, Rotary chose to 
wipe out polio which crippled our 
President Roosevelt and many other 
Americans. With this massive immuni-

zation program, joined in with the 
United Nations and the U.S. Govern-
ment, Rotary’s vision has now led us to 
a world where 99 percent of polio has 
been eradicated. In just a few years’ 
time, Rotary is going to give a great 
gift to the world. It is a world without 
polio. It embodies Rotary’s motto, 
Service Above Self, giving a victory 
and a gift to all future generations. 

The House here commends Rotary 
and I commend my colleague for bring-
ing this, headquartered on Chicago’s 
North Shore, embodying the great 
American civic spirit.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, I am pleased to be here today to 
support the goals and ideals of Rotary Inter-
national Day. The Rotary Foundation has led 
the Global Effort to eradicate polio by vacci-
nating every child in the world. They have sent 
scholars, teachers and tradesmen from every 
nation to every nation to serve as ambas-
sadors of goodwill to promote peace and un-
derstanding. They are leaders in their commu-
nity, in business and in government. They are 
entrepreneurs that further the American econ-
omy and American ideals, and I thank them. 

In my own district of Houston Texas, the 
Rotary Club of Gulfway-Hobby Airport en-
gages in a number of charitable projects 
throughout the year. Founded on January 22, 
1951, the South Houston Rotary Club was or-
ganized that night and was off and running 
with George Washington Christy being in-
stalled as the first president. Gulfway-Hobby 
Airport Rotary Club, over this 50 years plus 
time span, has been one of the most active, 
‘‘Service Above Self’’ clubs in District 5890. 

Their biggest charitable event is called Chal-
lenge Air and is held annually. The Rotary 
Club, with the support of the local aviation 
community provides pilots, airplanes, food, 
and gifts for wheelchair bound students. Held 
on a weekend, the students are given the op-
portunity to visit the hanger of one of the fixed 
base operators at Hobby Airport and then are 
taken for flights over Houston in private 
planes. 

In addition, the Gulfway-Hobby Airport Ro-
tary Club hosts a New Years Eve Party at 
Golden Age Manor Nursing Home and pro-
vides $8,000–$16,000 in academic scholar-
ships awarded to local high school graduates. 

Organizations such as these are invaluable 
to our communities, and we must do what we 
can to support and encourage their activities.

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 142, Supporting 
the Goals and Ideals of a ‘‘Rotary International 
Day’’ and celebrating and honoring Rotary 
International on the occasion of its centennial 
anniversary. 

Since 1905 when the first Rotary Club was 
founded in Chicago by Paul Harris, Rotarians 
have been dedicated to the principle of ‘‘Serv-
ice above Self.’’ Though this principle has 
been embodied in various ways and mottos 
throughout Rotary’s history, this ethic of serv-
ice has always been rooted at the core of the 
organization and in the hearts of Rotarians 
throughout the world. Today 1.2 million Rotar-
ians put service above self in more than 
30,100 Clubs in over 160 countries. 

In 1985 Rotary International launched 
PolioPlus, a program to immunize all the 
world’s children against polio by the centennial 
anniversary of Rotary’s founding. To date, the 
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PolioPlus program has committed more than 
$500 million to the protection of more than two 
billion children in 122 countries. These funds 
are providing much needed polio vaccine, 
operational support, medical personnel, lab-
oratory equipment and educational materials 
for health workers and parents. 

With its community-based network world-
wide, Rotary is the volunteer arm of the global 
partnership dedicated to eradicating polio. Ro-
tary volunteers assist in vaccine delivery, so-
cial mobilization, logistical help and other serv-
ices which cannot be quantified in dollars 
alone. 

From the earliest days of the organization, 
Rotarians were concerned with promoting high 
ethical standards in their professional lives. 
One of the world’s most widely printed and 
quoted statements of business ethics is The 
Four-Way Test, which was created in 1932 by 
Rotarian Herbert J. Taylor. Rotarians chal-
lenge themselves in their daily lives to ask the 
following four questions of the things they 
think, say or do: 1. Is it the truth? 2. Is it fair 
to all concerned? 3. Will it build goodwill and 
better friendships? 4. Will it be beneficial to all 
concerned? 

In the forty-ninth Congressional district 
alone Rotary International is represented by 
the Rotary Clubs of Vista, Bonsall, Fallbrook, 
Oceanside, Valley Center, Perris, Murrieta, 
Temecula, Temecula Sunrise, Sun City—
Menifee and Lake Elsinore. 

Rotary is among the finest of organizations 
and I join in celebrating with all Rotarians the 
one hundredth anniversary of their founding 
and wish them another one hundred years of 
success.

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker, as 
an original cosponsor, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 142 to support the goals and ideals 
of ‘Rotary International Day’ and to celebrate 
and honor Rotary International on the occa-
sion of its centennial anniversary. 

Rotary began in my district, the U.S. Virgin 
Islands with what was called non-district clubs. 
The first non-district club to receive a charter 
was The Rotary Club of St. Thomas in 1957, 
followed by The Rotary Club of St. Croix in 
1958 and from their inception they empha-
sized their commitment of Service Above Self. 

Rotary West of St. Croix for example has 
provided (5) $1,000 scholarship for graduating 
seniors from St. Croix high schools for over 25 
years. They have also donated over 350 
wheelchairs to residents of St. Croix and Haiti, 
and provided over 3 trailers loads of dry goods 
to the residents of Grenada in the wake of the 
disaster they suffered last year. Just this past 
March, they presented a $10,000 check to 
Juan Luis Hospital to help the facility purchase 
an EEG machine. 

On St. Thomas, three 2004 graduates of the 
Ivanna Eudora Kean High School were given 
full four-year scholarship awards to attend the 
University of the Virgin Islands, thanks to Ro-
tary Club of St. Thomas East. St. Thomas’ Ro-
tary East works closely with students at 
Eudora Kean, its adopted school, year-round 
and at the end of the year it awards up to four 
scholarships to deserving graduates. With Ro-
tary International in its 100th year, each club 
is mandated to create a special project. For its 
Centennial project, Rotary East created a trop-
ical arboretum with the help of Kean students, 
planting 100 trees on the school’s campus 
concentrating on native species, such as pink 
cedar and sea grape trees. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased that Rotary 
International and the U.S. Coalition for the 
Eradication of Polio have chosen to recognize 
me as a 2003 Rotary ‘‘Congressional Cham-
pion of Polio Eradication. The drive to eradi-
cate polio has been one of the largest private-
public sector initiatives ever organized. Rotary 
International has been working since 1985 to 
help eradicate polio from the world and it is 
now possible. They have mobilized tens of 
thousands of Rotarians to work together with 
their national ministries of health, UNICEF and 
the World Health Organization, and with health 
providers at the grassroots level in thousands 
of communities. By the time polio has been 
eradicated, Rotary International will have ex-
pended more than $500 million of its own 
money on the effort. 

I am pleased to support H. Res. 142 and 
applaud Rotary International for all of their 
good work in service to their community. I 
urge my colleagues to support passage of the 
resolution.

Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this means to congratulate Rotary Inter-
national on the occasion of its centennial anni-
versary. 

The world’s first service club, the Rotary 
Club of Chicago, was formed on February 23, 
1905, by Paul P. Harris. Through the years, 
Rotary’s popularity has spread across the na-
tion and the world and its mission has ex-
panded well beyond serving the professional 
interests of local chapters. 

Rotary has been instrumental in pooling re-
sources to assist communities in need across 
the world. In 1985, Rotary made an historic 
commitment to immunize all of the world’s 
children against polio. Working in partnership 
with nongovernmental organizations and na-
tional governments, Rotary is the largest pri-
vate-sector contributor to the global polio 
eradication campaign. In fact, in 2005, Rotar-
ians joined with representatives from global 
health networks to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the declaration of Dr. Jonas Salk’s polio 
vaccine as safe and effective. 

Rotary has also worked to meet the chang-
ing needs of society, addressing critical prob-
lems surrounding illiteracy, world hunger, and 
at risk children. 

Mr. Speaker, I have visited countless Rotary 
Clubs throughout Missouri’s Fourth Congres-
sional District. On each occasion, I am hum-
bled by the hard work and friendly spirit of the 
community leaders who belong to this organi-
zation. 

I congratulate them on 100 years of commu-
nity service and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port H. Res. 142.

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Res. 142, a resolution sup-
porting the goals and ideals of a ‘‘Rotary Inter-
national Day’’ and celebrating and honoring 
Rotary International on the occasion of its cen-
tennial anniversary. 

Today we commemorate the 100th anniver-
sary of Rotary International and express our 
appreciation for the organization’s service to 
our congressional districts, including my dis-
trict of El Paso, Texas. Rotary International’s 
service also extends to people around the 
globe, with 1.2 million Rotarians at 31,000 Ro-
tary clubs in 167 countries. 

The El Paso Rotary Club has served my 
district since 1914. Mr. Frank Hoy, President 
of the El Paso Rotary Club, leads a group of 
300 members that conducts many important 

activities throughout the year that are of great 
benefit to our community. I am pleased to be 
participating in their annual Independence Day 
parade again this year. 

Madam Speaker, I sincerely congratulate 
Rotary International and the El Paso Rotary 
Club on this important occasion, and I thank 
them for their continued service to the 16th 
District of Texas, our Nation, and the world.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of H. Res. 142, supporting the goals and 
ideals of a ‘‘Rotary International Day’’ and 
celebrating and honoring Rotary International 
on the occasion of its centennial anniversary. 

On Rotary Inrernational’s 100th anniversary, 
we celebrate their extraordinary contributions 
to communities around the world. A worldwide 
organization of business and professional 
leaders, Rotary provides humanitarian service, 
encourages high ethical standards in all voca-
tions, and helps build goodwill and peace in 
the world. 

This extraordinary organization is the 
world’s first service club and one of the largest 
nonprofit service organizations. Dedicated to 
their motto ‘‘Service Above Self,’’ Rotary has 
maintained their focus on service. In fact, to 
celebrate their 100th Anniversary, Rotary des-
ignated April 2005 ‘‘Centennial Service Above 
Self Volunteer Month.’’ Each club member 
wasencouraged to volunteer at least 10 hours 
of personal time in service to others, focusing 
on meeting community needs, lending voca-
tional expertise, and assisting communities 
abroad. 

As Co-Chair of the Congressional National 
Service Caucus, I am grateful for Rotary’s 
commitment to our communities. Approxi-
mately 1.2 million Rotarians belong to more 
than 31,000 Rotary clubs, which fund club 
projects and sponsor volunteers to provide 
medical supplies, health care, clean water, 
food production, job training, and education to 
millions in need, particularly in developing 
countries. 

I am proud to have Rotary International 
Clubs in 14 towns in my District, including 
Bridgeport, Darien, Fairfield, Greenwich, 
Byram-Cos Cob, Derby-Shelton, Monroe, New 
Canaan, Norwalk, Ridgefield, Seymour-Oxford, 
Trumbull, Westport and Wilton. 

I congratulate Rotary International and its 
members on the occasion of their centennial 
celebration and urge passage of this resolu-
tion.

Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H. Res. 142, a resolution 
commending the goals and ideals of Rotary 
International as it celebrates its 100th anniver-
sary. Rotary International is a network of pro-
fessionals who have pooled their talents in 
pursuit of improving the communities in which 
they live. I also commend the four Rotary 
International clubs on Guam that have pro-
vided leadership and set a high standard for 
service that is very much appreciated by our 
community. 

As America’s first service organization, Ro-
tary International embraces the ideal of pro-
viding for the wellbeing of the community be-
fore self. Today, Rotary International continues 
to expand its reach across continents to foster 
international understanding, and is now active 
in one hundred sixty-seven countries. One of 
Rotary International’s current initiatives, the 
Polio Plus program, will immunize children 
throughout the world against polio. Since the 
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implementation of Polio Plus, the Rotary Inter-
national has, in cooperation with other multi-
national organizations such as the United Na-
tions World Health Organization, managed to 
reduce the number of polio cases worldwide 
by ninety-nine percent. Other successful hu-
manitarian endeavors include bringing treat-
ment for preventing blindness to indigent pa-
tients in the Philippines, building schools in 
Turkey, and providing educational fellowships 
and grants for young people. 

Rotary International has dedicated signifi-
cant resources to funding its fellowship and 
scholarship programs for citizens interested in 
studying abroad and pursuing scholarly work 
in global conflict resolution. Educational and 
community outreach to young citizens are ex-
amples of Rotary International’s commitment 
to fostering international understanding and its 
belief that the virtue of volunteerism will pro-
vide positive change in the world at-large. 

I would like to commend Rotary Inter-
national for its service to the international 
community and continued efforts to assist un-
derserved populations of the world. Its vision 
of global understanding and commitment to 
service are truly noble core values. I also want 
to specifically congratulate the Rotary Inter-
national clubs established in Guam, as well as 
their respective club presidents, for the hard 
work and commitment to community service 
that they have demonstrated over the years. 
They are: Dr. Ron McNinch, Tumon Bay; Mr. 
Mike Perrin, Guam; Mr. Curtis Dancoe, Guam 
Sunrise; and Mr. Lee Yudin, Northern Guam. 
I also want to extend my appreciation to the 
Assistant District Governor for the Pacific 
Basin Group, George Benoit. 

Today we honor the Rotary International or-
ganization, which embodies the principle that 
we must, as individuals, strive for goals great-
er than our own self interest. Through commu-
nity service, we can help form a world that is 
a better place to live for all of us. Congratula-
tions to Rotary International. To the Rotary 
Club of Guam, the Rotary Club of Tumon Bay, 
the Rotary Club of Guam Sunrise and the Ro-
tary Club of Northern Guam, thank you very 
much for all you have done to promote com-
munity values in Guam.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, again, I am pleased to be associated 
with House Resolution 142. I urge all of 
my distinguished colleagues to support 
its adoption. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
CAPITO). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 142. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL 
GROUNDS FOR GREATER WASH-
INGTON SOAP BOX DERBY 

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 86) 
authorizing the use of the Capitol 
Grounds for the Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H. CON. RES. 86

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring),
SECTION 1. AUTHORIZATION OF SOAP BOX 

DERBY RACES ON CAPITOL 
GROUNDS. 

The Greater Washington Soap Box Derby 
Association (in this resolution referred to as 
the ‘‘Association’’) shall be permitted to 
sponsor a public event, soap box derby races, 
on the Capitol Grounds on June 18, 2005, or 
on such other date as the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives and the Committee 
on Rules and Administration of the Senate 
may jointly designate. 
SEC. 2. CONDITIONS. 

The event to be carried out under this res-
olution shall be free of admission charge to 
the public and arranged not to interfere with 
the needs of Congress, under conditions to be 
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol 
and the Capitol Police Board; except that the 
Association shall assume full responsibility 
for all expenses and liabilities incident to all 
activities associated with the event. 
SEC. 3. STRUCTURES AND EQUIPMENT. 

For the purposes of this resolution, the As-
sociation is authorized to erect upon the 
Capitol Grounds, subject to the approval of 
the Architect of the Capitol, such stage, 
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment as may be re-
quired for the event to be carried out under 
this resolution. 
SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

The Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police Board are authorized to make any 
such additional arrangements that may be 
required to carry out the event under this 
resolution. 
SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS. 

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for 
enforcement of the restrictions contained in 
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code, 
concerning sales, advertisements, displays, 
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as 
well as other restrictions applicable to the 
Capitol Grounds, with respect to the event to 
be carried out under this resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) and the gen-
tlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms. 
SCHWARTZ) each will control 20 min-
utes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT). 

Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

House Concurrent Resolution 86 au-
thorizes the use of the Capitol Grounds 
for the 64th annual Greater Wash-
ington Soap Box Derby to take place 
on June 18, 2005. 

Dating back to 1933, when a news-
paper photographer witnessed three 
local boys racing engine-less cars down 
a neighborhood hill, the soap box derby 
has become an example of classic 
Americana. Over the years, the idea to 
hold a neighborhood race has grown 
from a local race where competitors 

raced anything with wheels to win a 
trophy to a nationwide extravaganza 
complete with three soap box divisions, 
official sponsors and the opportunity 
to travel and win college scholarships. 

More importantly, however, is the 
work that goes into these soap box rac-
ers. Building a racer gives children val-
uable experience working with their 
hands and challenging their minds, 
learning about aerodynamics, crafts-
manship and attention to detail. With 
three divisions and races all over the 
world, there is a place for everyone to 
try their hand at soap box building. 

It took several years for this hobby 
to catch on in Washington, D.C., but 
after more than seven decades of rac-
ing, the tradition of the Greater Wash-
ington Soap Box Derby continues to 
encourage youth between the ages of 8 
and 17 to develop their building, design 
and creativity skills. The winners of 
each division will represent the Wash-
ington, D.C., metropolitan area in the 
National Soap Box Derby to be held in 
Akron, Ohio, on July 30, 2005. 

The races will take place on Con-
stitution Avenue between Delaware 
Avenue and Third Street, Northwest, 
and will be free of charge to the public. 
The resolution also authorizes the Ar-
chitect of the Capitol, the Capitol Po-
lice Board and the Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby Association, the spon-
sor of the event, to negotiate the nec-
essary arrangements for carrying out 
the event in complete compliance with 
the rules and regulations governing the 
use of the Capitol Grounds. The spon-
sor assumes responsibility for all ex-
penses and liabilities related to the 
event. I support the resolution and 
urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
port. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I am very pleased to 
stand here on behalf of the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure 
that has jurisdiction over this legisla-
tion. 

Madam Speaker, I yield such time as 
he may consume to the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), the spon-
sor of this legislation who, each year, 
has offered this resolution and has been 
a strong supporter of the soap box 
derby. 

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I 
thank the distinguished gentlewoman 
from Pennsylvania for yielding time, 
and I thank her for her leadership on 
bringing this bill to the floor. I thank 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania as 
well on getting this bill to the floor 
early. The gentlewoman from Pennsyl-
vania, I know, has worked with us on 
so many different matters. I thank her 
very much for making sure this hap-
pens. 

Madam Speaker, for the 15th straight 
year, I am proud to sponsor the resolu-
tion allowing the Greater Washington 
Soap Box Derby Association to hold its 
annual race on the grounds of the 
United States Capitol. They could not 
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