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which this country was founded by
forcing the Constitution to yield to a
Senate rule, a predicament that should
be untenable to all of us who have
sworn to uphold that most sacred docu-
ment.

The filibuster has been and continues
to be useful when it comes to legisla-
tion. It should remain. However, judi-
cial nominees deserve more and the
American people deserve more. They
deserve what the Constitution calls for,
an up-or-down vote.

———

SOCIAL SECURITY

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, Social
Security is undoubtedly the sacred
bond between the United States Gov-
ernment and the American people. The
Social Security debate is one about
how to best protect the interests of to-
day’s seniors while preserving benefits
for our children and our grandchildren.

When visiting citizens in my congres-
sional district over the last several
months, I was able to hear from stu-
dents, seniors, employers and others
about their thoughts on the problem
facing the Social Security system. Un-
doubtedly, I heard the message that
the Social Security system is headed
for a crisis. In the 1930s when Social
Security was created, there were more
than 40 workers for every retiree.
Today, there are just over three work-
ers for every retiree. By 2018, there will
be less than three workers for every re-
tiree. These are the facts. This is our
reality. To ignore this problem or to
claim that there is no problem is plain
irresponsible.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
produce a solution for the American
people to save our Social Security sys-
tem.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later today.

———
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FRANCIS C. GOODPASTER POST
OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1082) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 120 East Illinois Avenue in
Vinita, Oklahoma, as the ‘‘Francis C.
Goodpaster Post Office Building.”
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The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 1082

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FRANCIS C. GOODPASTER POST OF-
FICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 120
East Illinois Avenue in Vinita, Oklahoma,
shall be known and designated as the
“Francis C. Goodpaster Post Office Build-
ing”’.

(gb) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the “‘Francis C. Goodpaster
Post Office Building”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GINGREY). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
SHAYS) and the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. DAvVisS) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Com-
mittee on Government Reform and its
chairman, I rise to begin the consider-
ation of H.R. 1082. This legislation hon-
ors a caring community leader who
personifies much of what is good about
America. Francis Goodpaster was a
veteran, postmaster, philanthropist,
teacher, church elder, and lifelong resi-
dent of the northeast Oklahoma town
of Vinita. All members of the OKla-
homa State delegation have joined the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
BOREN), the sponsor, as cosponsors of
H.R. 1082.

Born in Vinita, Oklahoma in 1909,
Francis Goodpaster became employed
by the Post Office Department in 1937.
He left his job and his home to serve
our Nation in the Army in World War
II. He retired from the Army as a lieu-
tenant colonel. In 1964 he became Post-
master in Vinita until his retirement
in 1973.

In addition to his postal and military
career, Mr. Goodpaster was very active
in his native community. He served as
Craig County Commissioner, President
of the Vinita Lions Club, commander
in the local American Legion, Red
Cross board member, and he was even
an elder at the Pilgrim Presbyterian
Church.

Mr. Speaker, Francis Goodpaster
passed away on March 3, 2002. We sup-
port this legislation that will memori-
alize his contributions to his home-
town of Vinita, Oklahoma.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from OKklahoma (Mr.
BOREN), the sponsor of this legislation.

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Illinois for yield-
ing me this time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to voice my
support for H.R. 1082, which will name
the Vinita, Oklahoma Post Office after
Francis C. Goodpaster.

Francis Goodpaster was a lifelong
resident of Vinita, only leaving his
hometown briefly to attend Oklahoma
A&M and to serve his country during
World War II. He was also a man who
dedicated his life to public service. His
service, however, was not only to the
people of the great State of Oklahoma,
but to the people of our Nation as well.

Mr. Goodpaster first entered service
with the United States Postal Depart-
ment in 1937. He remained in his post
delivering mail to the people of Vinita
until his retirement in 1973. In fact, his
great service to the postal system and
the people it serves earned him the po-
sition of Postmaster for the Vinita
Post Office during the last decade of
service. From what I am told, Francis
Goodpaster put the ‘‘service’” in the
postal service, and he was proud to do
so. In fact, I understand that several
Christmases and several of those cele-
brations were put on hold in the
Goodpaster household until all the
packages were delivered to all the resi-
dents of Vinita. Again, this just shows
the value that Francis Goodpaster saw
in serving the public and making sure
that his friends, neighbors, and com-
munity members were happy.

In addition to serving his community
of Vinita, Francis Goodpaster was also
a public servant for the State of Okla-
homa. Upon returning from Oklahoma
A&M, Mr. Goodpaster was elected by
his peers to represent them as a rep-
resentative in the Oklahoma State leg-
islature. Having previously served in
the Oklahoma legislature myself, I un-
derstand the respect that this deserves
when the district sends someone to the
State capital, and they did that with
Francis Goodpaster.

Even more selflessly than being a
public servant to his community and to
his State, Francis Goodpaster was a
public servant to his Nation. For a
time during his early years in the post-
al service, Mr. Goodpaster served our
Nation as part of the Greatest Genera-
tion in World War II. As a lieutenant
colonel in the United States Army, he
did his part to help ensure the free-
doms that we enjoy here today. I feel
that such selflessness should not go
unacknowledged.

These are only a few of the many ac-
complishments in Francis Goodpaster’s
life. I could go on and on with many
more examples of the great gifts of
service that he gave to the State and
the Nation, from filling a term as Craig
County Commissioner to serving on the
board of the Red Cross, to being a part
of the State’s Silver Hair Legislature
for two terms. In the end, though, I
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think that what needs to be said is that
Francis Goodpaster was a good man
who loved his hometown, who loved his
State, and loved his Nation and showed
his appreciation through public serv-
ice. For this reason I believe we should
now show our appreciation to him.

Mr. Speaker, I can think of very few
people that are as deserving to have
this honor bestowed upon them. There-
fore, I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting H.R. 1082 to show our appre-
ciation for all of Francis Goodpaster’s
public service.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Government Reform, I am pleased
to join the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. SHAYS) and the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma (Mr. BOREN) in
consideration of H.R. 1082, legislation
naming a postal facility in Vinita,
Oklahoma after the late Francis C.
Goodpaster. This measure, of course,
was introduced by the gentleman from
Oklahoma (Mr. BOREN) on March 3,
2005, and unanimously reported by our
committee on April 13, 2005, and it en-
joys the support and cosponsorship of
the entire Oklahoma delegation.

As we have heard, Mr. Goodpaster
was indeed a ‘“man for all seasons,”’
very active in his community, totally
committed to his country, and I join
with my colleagues in suggesting that
there is no better person to name a
United States postal facility after than
Mr. Francis Goodpaster. So I join with
my colleagues in urging swift passage.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I urge all Members to support this
legislation introduced by the gen-
tleman from OKklahoma (Mr. BOREN)
and urge the passage of H.R. 1082.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Connecticut (Mr.
SHAYS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1082.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

HONORABLE JUDGE GEORGE N.
LEIGHTON POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1542) to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 695 Pleasant Street in New
Bedford, Massachusetts, as the ‘“‘Honor-
able Judge George N. Leighton Post Of-
fice Building.”’

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1542

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. HONORABLE JUDGE GEORGE N.
LEIGHTON POST OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 695
Pleasant Street in New Bedford, Massachu-
setts, shall be known and designated as the
‘“‘Honorable Judge George N. Leighton Post
Office Building’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Honorable Judge
George N. Leighton Post Office Building’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each
will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Connecticut (Mr. SHAYS).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Connecticut?

There was no objection.

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1542 names this
postal facility in New Bedford Massa-
chusetts as the ‘‘Honorable Judge
George N. Leighton Post Office Build-
ing.” This fitting tribute honors a no-
table and ground-breaking judicial fig-
ure. Judge Leighton was born George
Neves Leitao in New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts on October 22, 1912. As a
young man, Leitao fought for our Na-
tion in World War II and was awarded
the Bronze Star for his courageous
service. After he returned safely home
from the war, he pursued his dreams of
going to law school and earned a law
degree from Harvard in 1946.

After graduation he moved to Chi-
cago to pursue his career in the law. He
ultimately became a judge of the Cir-
cuit Court of Cook County, Illinois in
1964, and in 1969 he was elevated to
judge of the Appellate Court, First Dis-
trict. In that capacity Judge Leighton
became the first African American
judge to sit on the Illinois Appellate
Court.

Mr. Speaker, President Gerald Ford
recognized Judge Leighton’s judicial
prowess and appointed him to the
United States District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois in 1976. His
distinguished tenure as a Federal judge
lasted until 1987.

Mr. Speaker, Judge George Leighton
was a great legal mind who also was a
professor at the John Marshall School
of Law in Chicago for more than a
quarter of a century. I thank the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
FRANK) for offering H.R. 1542. I know he
is proud of Judge Leighton, who, at 95
years of age, continues to be the pride
of all New Bedford residents.

Judge Leighton is tremendously de-
serving of this honor, and it is terrific
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that this post office will hopefully soon
carry his name. I urge all Members to
support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the
House Committee on Government Re-
form, I am pleased to join my colleague
in consideration of H.R. 1542, legisla-
tion naming a postal facility in New
Bedford, Massachusetts after Judge
George N. Leighton. This measure,
which was introduced by the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
FRANK) on April 12, 2005, and unani-
mously reported by our committee on
April 13, 2005, enjoys the support and
cosponsorship of the entire Massachu-
setts delegation.

George Leighton was born in New
Bedford, Massachusetts, the son of na-
tives of the African coastal Cape Verde
Islands. Raised in New Bedford, he
worked as a berry picker, dishwasher,
and cook. After winning an essay con-
test, George used the prize money to
pay the first semester tuition at How-
ard University in Washington, D.C.

Although not the recipient of a high
school education, George went on to
graduate from Howard in 1940, magna
cum laude. He was accepted into Har-
vard Law School, graduating after
serving 3 years in the infantry in World
War II.

In 1947 George Leighton was admit-
ted to the Bar of the State of Illinois.
He became active in civic affairs, serv-
ing as chairman of the Chicago Na-
tional Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, NAACP, Polit-
ical Action Committee and Legal Re-
dress Committee.

Throughout his legal practice, Judge
Leighton was involved in cases of na-
tional importance for many African
Americans. His cases resulted in the
desegregation of public schools in Har-
risburg, Illinois and the release of a
man sentenced to death row.

In 1964 George Leighton was elected a
judge in the Circuit Court of Cook
County, and in 1976 President Ford ap-
pointed him to the U.S. District Court
for the Northern District of Illinois.

Judge Leighton, the recipient of nu-
merous awards, honors, and honorary
degrees, retired from the bench in 1987.
Currently, a young man in his 90s,
Judge Leighton serves ‘‘Of Counsel” in
the Chicago law firm of Neal & Leroy
and teaches as an adjunct professor at
John Marshall Law School.
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He is also a master chess player.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for sponsoring H.R. 1542, and I
might note that Judge Leighton was
appointed to the Federal bench by
President Ford, a Republican. Judge
Leighton in Chicago was always known
to all of us as a Democrat and was very
active in Chicago Democratic politics
and political circles. So I think it is
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