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The House met at 2 p.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

“Come, let us rejoice in the Lord.
Lift up your hearts and give thanks to
our God, for He has done marvelous
deeds.”

As a Nation which loves the experi-
ence of living as the free children of
God, let Americans now rejoice with
our brothers and sisters in Iraq.

We have been moved by their patient
endurance of the past and by their he-
roic effort to create a future. Their
cherished votes have been a sign of
bravery to an anxious world. Their
united voice may yet drown out
threats of terrorism as they take bold
steps in building a pluralistic society.

We are grateful to You, our God, for
the international military forces who,
with their very lives, have surrounded
this prayerful people. Reward all of
them for their service and their sac-
rifices in the name of freedom by
granting Iraq the promise of a better
tomorrow and, in the end, lasting
peace.

To You, O God, be honor and glory
now and forever.

Amen.

——
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) come forward
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. KUCINICH led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 20. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed a concurrent resolu-
tion of the following title in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

S. Con. Res. 7. Concurrent resolution con-
gratulating the people of Ukraine for con-
ducting a democratic, transparent, and fair
runoff presidential election on December 26,
2004, and congratulating Viktor Yushchenko
on his election as President of Ukraine and
his commitment to democracy and reform.

The message also announced that
pursuant to Public Law 100-696, the
Chair, on behalf of the Republican
Leader, announces the appointment of
the following Senator as a member of
the United States Capitol Preservation
Commission:

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
COCHRAN), vice the Senator from Colo-
rado (Mr. CAMPBELL).

The message also announced that
pursuant to section 4(a)(3) of Public
Law 94-118, the Chair, on behalf of the
President pro tempore, appoints the
following Senator to serve as a member
of the Japan-United States Friendship
Commission:

The Senator from Alaska (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI).

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PUTNAM) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, January 27, 2005.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
January 26, 2005 at 6:10 p.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 21.

Appointments: Joint Committee on Tax-
ation.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.

———

IRAQI ELECTIONS

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, at a meet-
ing of Republican Members of the
House and Senate this weekend, our
distinguished majority leader, who has
just come into the Chamber, reminded
us that 24 years ago, on the 20th of Jan-
uary out here on the west front of the
Capitol, Ronald Reagan said, ‘‘No
weapon in the arsenals of the world is
so formidable as the will and moral
courage of free men and women.”’

Mr. Speaker, we also this weekend
witnessed the greatest example in re-
cent times of that when we saw a peo-
ple who, for a half a century have been
living under repression, having no op-
portunity to express themselves, exer-
cised that. The anecdotes are amazing.
The story of the woman who literally
gave birth at a voting station and then
named her baby Democracy under-
scores the kind of success that we are
seeing.

It is very clear that self-determina-
tion, political pluralism about which
the chaplain just spoke, and the rule of
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law are on the move. The Iraqi people
are to be both congratulated and
thanked: congratulated, of course, be-
cause they are going to be able to
enjoy their success; thanks for the
message they are sending throughout
the entire world.

———
WHAT NEXT FOR IRAQ?

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, as 1
watched the people of Iraq cast their
first ballots in 50 years, I was deeply
moved by their courage, their rejection
of violence, and their desire to define
their own future. I salute the men and
women of the U.S. Armed Forces who
helped facilitate these elections. Their
service will long be remembered by
those who voted this weekend.

But what happens next? Iraq is no
more secure today than it was last
week. Iraqi insurgents and terrorist
groups are no less determined to wreak
havoc across Iraq. Our troops are no
more protected today than they were
last week. And the American people
still have no clue about when the
President plans to bring our troops
home.

It is time, Mr. Speaker, for the Presi-
dent to change course, to level with the
American people, and tell us how he is
going to end this war and when he is
going to bring our brave men and
women home. No more extended de-
ployments of our Guard and Reserves.
No more multiple deployments of our
active duty forces.

Mr. Speaker, it is time for George
Bush to end this war. It is time to start
the process to bring our troops home.

———

IRAQI ELECTIONS

(Mr. DELAY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, as we look
back through history, there are shining
examples of men and women removing
a murderous tyrant’s regime from
power and in its place building a gov-
ernment that represents the will of a
free people with the right to choose
their own path and control their own
future. Iraq is yet another shining ex-
ample for other oppressed people
throughout the world to look to for
hope and encouragement.

History was made on Sunday, and the
American people observed this, know-
ing that our efforts have created a soci-
ety of hope and liberty, as well as new
friends who share our vision of free-
dom. Two days ago, millions of ordi-
nary people stood in line for hours for
the opportunity to do an extraordinary
thing we too often take for granted.

For weeks leading up to Sunday’s
election, terrorists threatened violence
upon any Iraqi who defied their will
and dared cast a ballot. And sure
enough, as soon as the polls opened and
the long lines formed, the terrorists
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came calling. While the troops of our
liberating coalition, working closely
with newly trained Iraqi forces, sprang
into action, capturing and killing the
insurgents, the voters waited patiently
in line, in humble defiance of evil. For
2 years, America’s troops have been de-
ployed abroad, and for 2 years they
have served honorably and heroically.
Sunday, that service was affirmed by 8
million Iraqis who took it upon them-
selves to take the next steps towards
their freedom.

What has been proven in the United
States, and now in Iraq, is that a free
society will not and cannot be deterred
by violence, nor will it be held hostage
by the evil will of terrorists. Today the
people of Iraq share a common bond
with Americans. The experience of
freedom and liberty that was born on
American soil is taking root in Iraq.

But Sunday’s elections will not end
the violence, nor the sacrifices we will
make to ensure the freedom and secu-
rity of the Iraqi people. I will tell you
what is next. Despite the violent days
that still lie ahead and despite the par-
tisan rhetoric now being spouted to un-
dermine the significance of Sunday’s
victory for freedom, the free people of
Iraq know the truth. Two years ago
Iraq was ruled by a brutal dictator.
Just 13 months ago, coalition forces
marked the end of the beginning when
they captured the brutal dictator, Sad-
dam Hussein. Today, it is a free democ-
racy, an ally in the war on terror, and
a lesson to everyone suffering under
the oppressive rule of a hostile tyrant.

Freedom and terrorism cannot coex-
ist; and last weekend in Iraq, we
learned the inevitable result of that
conflict. Iraq is free, her people are
free, and they will no longer be held
hostage by evil men and evil terrorists.
Sunday in Iraq history was made by
the people who showed up; and by the
courage of 8 million patient souls, ter-
rorism was struck another blow.

Because of those souls, and all the
Iraqi men and women who made Sun-
day possible, we honor their commit-
ment to freedom and will continue to
stand shoulder to shoulder with them.

————————

CALLING FOR INVESTIGATION OF
$9 BILLION MISSING IN IRAQ

(Mr. KUCINICH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I have
called for a Federal grand jury inves-
tigation of the administration’s Coali-
tion Provisional Authority which, ac-
cording to the U.S. Inspector General,
lost track of $9 billion in Iraq that it
controlled over a period of 9 months,
ending last October; $9 billion, gone.

Was the $9 billion stolen? Did it go to
pay bribes? Do we have another Iran-
Contra on our hands? We will not know
until top U.S. officials under penalty of
perjury are called before the grand jury
to answer questions about the missing
$9 billion. The administration’s re-
sponse has been, Hey, it’s Iraq, it’s
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chaos, it’s war. I say, Hey, you can’t
account for $9 billion spent over 9
months. That is $30 million a day. And
you want Congress to appropriate an-
other $80 billion for Iraq? I do not
think so. Investigate Iraqg-gate and the
unaccounted-for $9 billion.
——

IRAQI ELECTIONS

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, behind me you see a photo-
graph that shows the true meaning of
the Iraqi election. It is an Iraqi woman
smiling, holding up the victory sign ac-
centuated by the blue ink on her finger
indicating that she had voted. That
victory sign stands for victory over
dictatorship, for victory over terror,
victory for democracy, victory for free-
dom.

No wonder she is smiling. One voter
remarked, and it may have been this
woman, I moved to mark my finger
with ink. I dipped it deep as if I was
poking the eyes of all the world’s ty-
rants.

I am so proud of all the men and
women we have in uniform, because
without their sacrifice, their service,
their dedication to the cause of liberty,
none of this would have been possible.
They have once again spread freedom
and in doing so have made America
safer and more secure.

Some politicians have said that we
should not overhype this election. Par-
don me if I disagree. We should trum-
pet every victory for freedom from the
highest mountaintops. Let freedom
ring across the globe.

——
O 1415

ADMINISTRATION USE OF TAX-
PAYER DOLLARS FOR PROPA-
GANDA

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it seems
every day another conservative col-
umnist or pundit is being forced to
admit they were being paid by the
Bush Administration to make its poli-
cies look better to the public.

First, it was talk show host Arm-
strong Williams, who was paid $240,000
by the Education Department to pro-
mote the No Child Left Behind Act.

Then conservative columnist Maggie
Gallagher admitted that she was paid
$21,500 by HHS to promote pro-mar-
riage initiatives.

Then, last Thursday, we learned con-
servative columnist Michael McManus
was paid $10,000 to also promote the
President’s marriage initiative.

Mr. Speaker, last year alone the
Bush administration funneled over $388
million in taxpayer money to public re-
lation firms, and if this is not a waste
of the taxpayers’ money, I do not know
what is.
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