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all Americans and reduce the cost of 
gasoline. 

f 

NATIONAL WHEELCHAIR BASKET-
BALL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT’S 
SPIRIT AWARDS 

(Mr. SNYDER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SNYDER. Mr. Speaker, the Na-
tional Wheelchair Basketball Associa-
tion is the largest and oldest wheel-
chair sports organization in the world. 
Established over 50 years ago, the 
NWBA has provided opportunities for 
people with physical disabilities, in-
cluding children and disabled veterans, 
to play the game of basketball. 

The NWBA runs on generosity and 
volunteers; and one of those volunteers 
is Harry Vines of Sherwood, Arkansas, 
who has served as president since 2001. 
Harry is known in Arkansas for many 
volunteer activities, most significantly 
as coach of the Arkansas Rollin’ Razor-
backs, a five-time national champion-
ship wheelchair basketball team that 
he helped found in 1978. A high school 
All American basketball player at Cen-
tral High School in Little Rock, Harry 
played at Oklahoma City University 
before returning to Arkansas as a 
coach and later a rehab counselor and 
administrator. 

Harry and the NWBA award, the 
NWBA Spirit Awards, recognize the 
work of outstanding volunteers and or-
ganizations that support the NWBA. 
The 2005 Spirit Award recipients in-
clude long-time UT-Arlington Jim 
Hayes, Bluegrass Invitational Tour-
nament director Evelyn Bologna, Divi-
sion III chairman Tim Stout, and the 
University of Illinois’ Wheelchair 
Sports Program. 

Congratulations to all of these out-
standing individuals.

f 

PASS DR–CAFTA 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, it is hard 
to believe, but it was 2 long decades 
ago that we saw tyranny in Central 
America bring war and turmoil to our 
doorstep. Today, through U.S. assist-
ance and the resolve of our neighbors 
to the south, civil war has been re-
placed by burgeoning democracies and 
free markets. Chaos has been replaced 
with the growing prevalence of the rule 
of law. Rather than a growing national 
security threat, this region has become 
an increasingly reliable partner in the 
war on terror, drug interdiction, and 
migration control. As fellow democ-
racies, we are bound together by geog-
raphy and a common commitment to 
liberty. 

With the Dominican Republic Central 
American Free Trade Agreement, we 
have an opportunity to solidify this 
success and lock in the tremendous po-
litical and economic progress that has 

been made. President Bush has made it 
clear that advancing the cause of free-
dom and liberty is central to our for-
eign policy goals. Passage of the DR–
CAFTA will be a significant step for-
ward in ensuring that the institutions 
of democracy and political pluralism 
are firmly entrenched throughout this 
hemisphere. 

f 

WEAKENED ETHICS RULES: WHO 
ARE THEY TRYING TO PROTECT? 

(Ms. WATSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, since the 
beginning of this year, the House Re-
publican leadership has worked to un-
dermine the ethics process here. First, 
the leadership floated an ethics pro-
posal that would have allowed Mem-
bers of its leadership to continue to 
serve in leadership if they were in-
dicted. When that did not go over too 
well, the leadership decided it could 
protect one of its own by making it 
more difficult to investigate unethical 
behavior. The leadership rushed 
through a new rule that would end an 
ethics compliant after 45 days if no 
agreement could be reached on how to 
proceed. Under the old rules, if the two 
parties could not come to an agree-
ment, a subcommittee was automati-
cally appointed to investigate. 

Finally, to guarantee that Repub-
lican leadership would be able to quash 
any ethic complaints, they purged the 
committee of three members, including 
the chairman, who were not always 
willing to toe the party line. Then they 
replaced them with party loyalists. 

Mr. Speaker, the Republican leader-
ship is going to extreme measures to 
weaken our ethics rules. It makes one 
wonder just whom they are trying to 
protect. Ethics and morals have been 
overtaken by hypocrisy. 

f 

CONGRESS UNDER REPUBLICAN 
LEADERSHIP 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I was 
elected to Congress just a little over 2 
years ago, and our economy was in 
tough shape when I got in Congress. I 
did not really realize how tough a 
shape it was in. But under the leader-
ship of this House, the leadership of the 
Speaker, the majority leader, we have 
worked on the problems of high unem-
ployment, the low stock market. We 
made the tough choices and invested in 
our economy in 2003, and the result was 
a significant job growth. 

Now in this Congress we have taken 
on additional good work. We have 
passed a highway bill, class action re-
form, bankruptcy reform. And this 
week, Mr. Speaker, we are going to 
work on our energy bill. This is impor-
tant and timely legislation. Every 
member on our committee was heard 

on their concerns. Every amendment 
was made in order and voted on, most 
on a roll call vote; and the bill passed 
out of committee with bipartisan sup-
port. 

We had an energy bill 2 years ago, 
and that energy bill unfortunately was 
derailed by a procedural motion in the 
other body, and it was largely derailed 
by trial lawyers who felt that they 
were not getting their just desserts 
from the energy bill. Mr. Speaker, that 
is why it was outrageous to read in 
‘‘Roll Call’’ yesterday that the senior 
vice president of the Association of 
Trial Lawyers of America said that 
they were upset with the asbestos bill 
over in the other body and it may have 
an impact on fund-raising from this 
particular bar. 

Mr. Speaker, this is outrageous. 
Where are the calls for investigation? 
Where are the calls for ethics from the 
other body? 

f 

SRI LANKA 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
during the recess, I was privileged to 
visit the country of Sri Lanka where 
there exists tension and sometimes 
open warfare between the government 
and the Tamilians. 

Fortunately, partially as a result of 
the tsunami, there is a cease fire. I 
trust that the cease fire will continue, 
that a peaceful accord will be reached. 
But in the meantime, I would urge that 
we do everything within our power to 
make sure that relief resources are 
equally and fairly deployed throughout 
all areas of the country that were, in 
fact, affected. There is a tremendous 
resolve to try and arrive at peace. I 
hope, Mr. Speaker, that we will help. 

f 

TAKE POLITICS OUT OF THE 
ETHICS PROCESS 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, we 
need to ask ourselves every now and 
then in a moment of truth on a bipar-
tisan basis what this House is doing. 
Ethics rules should be there to pros-
ecute somebody who has broken them. 
The same rules should be there to pro-
tect somebody who is innocent. 

The Democrat members on the Com-
mittee on Standards of Official Con-
duct do not want to meet. They do not 
want to give the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. DELAY) due process. They do not 
want to give him an up-or-down vote. 
They are very content to discuss it 
with their allies at The Washington 
Post or the New York Times. They do 
not want to talk about how many edu-
cational trips they have been on with 
their families, although there is a list. 
They do not want to talk about how 
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many of their family members work in 
their campaigns and are reimbursed 
and on their campaign payroll, but 
there is a list.

b 1030 
Is this what the Democrats really 

want? I think that the Democrats 
would be serving this House well if 
they would say to their ethics com-
mittee members, we want you to meet. 
We want due process for TOM DELAY or 
any other Member who may have a 
question about things. 

Right now we cannot address that be-
cause they will not come to the meet-
ings. I ask my Democrat colleagues to 
do the right thing, let us move on with 
the ethics process and take the politics 
out of this, because there are a lot of 
questions on both sides of the aisle 
right now, and the House is being un-
derserved by this committee. 

f 

WEAKENED ETHICS RULES 
(Mr. TIERNEY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TIERNEY. Mr. Speaker, in par-
tial response to my colleague’s last 
statements, it is The Wall Street Jour-
nal that says, it is the odor. It is the 
Rocky Mountain News that says it is 
hypocrisy. The Christian Science Mon-
itor calls it hubris, and the New York 
Times says it is autocratic behavior, 
and the San Diego Union Tribune sim-
ply calls it disgraceful. 

It turns out that there are a lot of 
different ways to describe the House 
Republicans’ ethical challenges. When 
the Republicans took over Congress in 
1994, they promised to usher in a new 
era of politics. For years they had tried 
to make the case that Democrats were 
corrupt, and in a new Republican era 
they promised to clean house and 
change the rules to make Congress 
more accountable to the people that we 
represent. 

Well, they changed the rules. This 
year they changed the rules to prevent 
the ethics committee from doing its 
job, and they tried and tried and unfor-
tunately failed to change the rules of 
their own caucus to allow indicted 
Members to retain their leadership of-
fices. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time to reinstate 
the ethics rules in this House. It is 
time that Republicans join the Demo-
crats in supporting the Mollohan reso-
lution, so that people can get a fair 
hearing, but it is done within a body 
that is operating properly. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore(Mr. 
GRAVES). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on 
which the vote is objected to under 
clause 6 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

RAY CHARLES POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 504) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 4960 West Washington Boule-
vard in Los Angeles, California, as the 
‘‘Ray Charles Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read as follows:
H.R. 504

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. RAY CHARLES POST OFFICE BUILD-

ING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 4960 
West Washington Boulevard in Los Angeles, 
California, shall be known and designated as 
the ‘‘Ray Charles Post Office Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Ray Charles Post Of-
fice Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. MARCHANT) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. MARCHANT). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill, H.R. 504. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, as a member of the 
Committee on Government Reform, I 
rise in support of H.R. 504. This legisla-
tion designates this post office in Los 
Angeles as the Ray Charles Post Office 
Building to celebrate the life of the 
great American entertainer. 

All 53 members of the California con-
gressional delegation have cosponsored 
this legislation to comply with the 
committee policy on post office-nam-
ing bills. 

Mr. Speaker, Ray Charles Robinson 
was born in Albany, Georgia, in 1930. 
He was raised in Florida, and com-
pletely lost his sight by age 7. Amaz-
ingly, he overcame his lack of sight 
and began to study piano, saxophone, 
and clarinet at a school for the blind 
and deaf. 

He ultimately became a traveling 
musician and shortened his name to 
Ray Charles to differentiate himself 
from the famous boxer of that time, 
Ray Robinson. During his career that 
spanned more than 5 decades, Ray 
Charles won an outstanding 12 

Grammy Awards, including the best 
R&B recording three consecutive years 
from 1961 through 1963: ‘‘Hit the Road 
Jack,’’ ‘‘I Can’t Stop Loving You,’’ and 
‘‘Busted.’’ He was unquestionably one 
of the world’s most successful musi-
cians of the 20th century. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important for all of 
us to understand how groundbreaking 
his music fusion of gospel, blues, pop, 
country, and jazz really was. 

His ingenuity paved the way for 
other giants in music history, includ-
ing Aretha Franklin and Elvis Presley. 
Ray Charles passed away in Beverly 
Hills, California, on June 10, 2004. This 
post office will serve as an important 
memorial to Ray Charles’s legacy and 
influence on American popular music. 

I want to thank the distinguished 
gentlewoman from California (Ms. 
WATSON), my colleague on the com-
mittee, for her work on H.R. 504. 

Mr. Speaker. I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
it is my pleasure to yield such time as 
she might consume to the gentle-
woman from California, (Ms. WATSON) 
who is the author of this legislation. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 504, 
a bill to rename a post office located in 
Los Angeles, California, the Ray 
Charles Post Office, is a small act to 
commemorate one of the true giants of 
the 20th century in popular music. 

Ray Charles is both a national treas-
ure and a international phenomenon. 
He was also a long-time resident of Los 
Angeles and the 33rd Congressional 
District, living right around the corner 
from me. 

The story of Ray Charles’s life is full 
of paradoxes. It is about rags to riches, 
the sacred and the profane, and tri-
umph overcoming tragedy. It is the 
material of Horatio Alger and Mark 
Twain. It is a uniquely American story; 
and his music, a melting pot blend of 
pop, country, gospel, blues and jazz, 
brilliantly reflects the rich American 
cultural and musical tapestry in its 
various shades, shapes, and premoni-
tions. 

Much has been written about Ray 
Charles’s life, and his rise from poverty 
and obscurity in St. Augustine, Flor-
ida, to his decision to migrate to Se-
attle, a decision he made by asking a 
friend to find him the farthest point 
from Florida on a map of the Conti-
nental United States. 

Many of you have probably seen the 
movie ‘‘Ray,’’ and the Oscar-winning 
performance of Jamie Foxx. What we 
learned from the life of Ray Charles is 
that he constantly persevered in the 
face of adversity and often over-
whelming odds. He learned very early 
that the two constants of life are 
change and adaptation. Those qualities 
are reflected in spades in his music. 

He secularized gospel music, wed it 
to jazz rhythms and sensibilities, and 
popularized, almost singlehandedly, 
music known as rhythm and blues. 

But the music of Ray Charles, as true 
to his legacy, cannot be confined to one 
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