
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH2130 April 19, 2005 
I do not blame them. It is truly ardu-

ous work. So rather than attacking im-
migrants for filling these important 
jobs and for sustaining our vital agri-
cultural industry, let us talk about 
creating a system that allows them to 
come out of the shadows and work here 
legally and safely and humanely. Rath-
er than unfairly attacking immigrants 
for draining entitlements, let us talk 
about the undocumented workers who 
are here in this country and, according 
to the Social Security Administration, 
subsidize our Social Security system 
by $7 billion. Unfortunately, I have yet 
to see a segment about this on the 
cable channels. 

Mr. Speaker, rather than focusing on 
the fiery rhetoric that boosts cable rat-
ings, I would rather we focus on the 
words of the late Pope, John Paul II, 
who said, Undocumented migrants are 
the most vulnerable of foreigners. With 
those words as our guide, I hope we can 
work together to create an immigra-
tion system that is reflective of their 
enormous contribution and the great-
ness of this Nation. 

f 

MOURNING THE LOSS OF PRIVATE 
AARON HUDSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. BURGESS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
ceived an announcement this morning 
from the Department of the Army. It is 
a casualty announcement that unfortu-
nately we all receive from time to 
time, and it says: ‘‘The United States 
Army announces the loss of Private 
Aaron M. Hudson, 20, of Highland Vil-
lage, Texas, who died on April 16, 2005 
in Taji, Iraq, in support of Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. According to initial re-
ports, Private Hudson died from inju-
ries sustained on April 15, 2005, when an 
improvised explosive device detonated 
near his patrol. 

Private Hudson was assigned to the 
401st Military Police Company, the 
720th Military Police Battalion out of 
Fort Hood, Texas. 

Private Hudson’s family resides in 
Highland Village, Texas. The Army ex-
tends heartfelt sympathy and condo-
lences to his family who have suffered 
this loss.’’ 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I thought I should 
do something to perhaps fill in a little 
bit more about the life of Private Hud-
son; and although I did not know Pri-
vate Hudson, we did reside in the same 
city for a while. 

Private Hudson was a 2002 graduate 
of Marcus High School in Flower 
Mound, Texas. He joined the Army a 
year ago and left for Iraq in January, 
and he was serving at the 401st Mili-
tary Police Company. 

Mr. Speaker, the majority of the in-
formation that I am going to tell the 
House tonight came from a newspaper 
article in the Dallas Morning News 
from Monday, April 18, 2005; and I will 
insert that into the RECORD at the con-
clusion of my remarks. 

Private Hudson was traveling in a 
convoy between Baghdad and Camp 
Taji on Friday performing a routine 
patrol delivering mail, Mr. Hudson, his 
father, said. He was the gunner in his 
military police team and was charged 
with security at the rear of the convoy 
when a roadside bomb exploded. A 
large piece of shrapnel shot through his 
body armor and struck him in the 
chest. 

Private Hudson was born May 17, 
1984, in Dallas. He played baseball, soc-
cer, and basketball growing up; but his 
main high school sport was golf. 
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Mr. Speaker, I received a phone call 

from a Highland Village policeman, 
Chuck Barr, who was a next-door 
neighbor of Private Hudson. 

Chuck being a policeman, you might 
imagine is somewhat circumspect 
about young men as they grow up. But 
he had no such reservations about 
Aaron Hudson. He told me that he 
trusted Aaron completely. He and his 
wife, Dawn, frequently used Aaron as a 
baby-sitter for their young children. 
And the photograph provided to me by 
Chuck Barr, the policeman in Highland 
Village, shows him and Mr. Barr’s son 
sitting at their home in Highland Vil-
lage. 

Officer Barr related that Aaron had 
fun, but he never got into trouble. He 
said he and his wife, Dawn, used to al-
ways know when Aaron arrived home 
at night because his truck was a little 
bit loud as it pulled into the driveway 
next door. 

Mr. Speaker, I cannot even imagine 
the pain that Mark Hudson and Angela 
Hudson, Aaron’s parents, are going 
through this evening and this week. I 
called Mark Hudson today, and even 
though he was suffering enormously, 
he did take the time to talk to me a 
little bit about his son and his son’s 
life. I told him that I would be speak-
ing on the floor of the House tonight 
about his son. 

And he said, I want you to tell the 
other Members of Congress that his 
son, Aaron, was proud to be a soldier. 
He said, As a father, I could not ask for 
more than for my child to go and help 
people halfway across the world, people 
he had never met before, to go and help 
them, and to give his life in trying to 
extricate them from tyranny. 

Mr. Hudson wanted this body to 
know how much he supported the other 
young men and women over in Iraq this 
evening, how much he supported them 
in their effort to provide freedom for 
the Iraqi people. 

Mr. Hudson told me that Aaron loved 
to be called a soldier. Mr. Hudson re-
minded me that tonight in the Hudson 
household the casualty rate is at 100 
percent, but still he wanted me to con-
vey that he and his family harbored no 
ill will against the Iraqi people. It was 
clear in Mr. Hudson’s mind his son had 
been murdered by criminals, by a 
criminal element in the country of Iraq 
and not the Iraqi people that his son 
had gone to help. 

Mr. Hudson also asked me to say a 
special note of thanks to a gentleman, 
and unfortunately Mr. Hudson did not 
know this gentleman’s first name or 
his rank, but he was with Aaron in the 
401st Military Police Division. The 
man’s name is Robertson. He went 
through basic training with Aaron and 
they deployed together in Iraq, and it 
was Robertson who got young Aaron 
onto the medivac helicopter, and prob-
ably it was Mr. Robertson who heard 
Aaron’s last words. 

Mr. Hudson said that the letters he 
got back from his son were always up-
beat. He never complained about things 
like the food. He never complained 
about his life in Iraq. He loved the ca-
maraderie and the structure of being 
around his fellow soldiers. Mr. Hudson 
said in the newspaper article, Let’s 
face it, he would rather have been 
home, but he knew why he was there 
and he knew his being there was impor-
tant. 

Well, Mark Hudson, Angela Hudson, I 
want you to know that just as we heard 
the gentlewoman from Florida, ILEANA 
ROS-LEHTINEN, say when she was 
speaking of her stepson that was going 
to be deployed, on behalf of a grateful 
Nation, we say, ‘‘Thank you.’’ As 
Aaron comes home this week, I again 
would say, Thank you. 

[From the Dallas Morning News, April 18, 
2005] 

HIGHLAND VILLAGE SOLDIER KILLED 

(By Christy A. Robinson) 

An Army private from Highland Village 
died in Iraq on Saturday, a day after he was 
struck by shrapnel from a roadside bomb. 

Pvt. Aaron Hudson, 20, was a 2002 graduate 
of Marcus High School in Flower Mound. He 
had joined the Army almost a year ago and 
left for Iraq in January. He was serving with 
the 401st Military Police Company. 

‘‘He liked being called a soldier,’’ said his 
father, Mark Hudson. ‘‘My son died doing 
what he wanted to do. As a father, you can 
ask no more for your children than to will-
ingly help other people.’’ 

Pvt. Hudson was traveling in a convoy be-
tween Baghdad and Camp Taji on Friday, 
performing a routine patrol and delivering 
mail, Mr. Hudson said. 

He was the gunner in his military police 
team and was charged with security at the 
rear of the convoy when a roadside bomb ex-
ploded. A large piece of shrapnel shot 
through his body armor and struck him in 
the chest. 

‘‘We knew in the back of our mind that 
this could happen,’’ Mr. Hudson said. ‘‘The 
people of Iraq, did not kill my son . . . the 
criminal element in Iraq killed my son. He 
was there to help the Iraqi people.’’ 

Pvt. Hudson was born May 17, 1984, in Dal-
las. He played select-level baseball, soccer 
and basketball growing up, but his main high 
school sport was golf. 

He always felt at ease around people of any 
age, especially around his grandfather’s golf-
ing buddies. ‘‘He loved to play golf with 
those men. Those men loved him, too,’’ Mr. 
Hudson said. 

Pvt. Hudson conducted extensive research 
into which branch of the military he would 
join, his father said, before settling on being 
a military police officer in the Army. 

‘‘The thing that makes it odd is we aren’t 
a military family,’’ Mr. Hudson said. ‘‘He 
sent us a letter the fourth week into basic 
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[training]. Basic training is supposed to be 
tough. And he said, ‘Man, Dad. This is fun.’ 
I knew then he made the right decision.’’ 

Pvt. Hudson spoke to his family by tele-
phone two or three times a week. The last 
time that he spoke with his parents was the 
Tuesday before he was killed to wish them a 
happy 25th wedding anniversary. 

Pvt. Hudson’s phone calls and letters were 
never negative, his father said. 

‘‘The food was never terrible, the condi-
tions were never terrible,’’ he said. ‘‘You 
would think the letters would start off with, 
‘This sucks.’ But they were never like that. 
It’s made this a whole lot easier.’’ 

Mr. Hudson said his son’s best friends were 
fellow soldiers. 

‘‘He loved the camaraderie and the struc-
ture,’’ Mr. Hudson said. ‘‘Let’s face it, he’d 
rather been home. But he knew why he was 
there, and he knew him being there was im-
portant.’’ 

Pvt. Hudson’s body was expected to arrive 
at Dover Air Force Base in Delaware early 
this morning. His body will be returned to 
North Texas by the end of the week, Mr. 
Hudson said. 

Funeral arrangements are pending. Pvt. 
Hudson’s battalion in Iraq will hold a memo-
rial service for him Wednesday. 

In addition to his father, Pvt. Hudson is 
survived by his mother, Annette Hudson of 
Highland Village; a sister, Lezlie Hudson of 
Dallas; grandparents David and Fredrika 
Hudson of Mount Pleasant, Texas; and great- 
grandparents Ed and Loise Huddleston of 
Lewisville. 

f 

OPPOSITION TO TRADE 
AGREEMENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
the definition of insanity is when 
someone does the same thing over and 
over and over again, and then expects a 
different outcome. 

Every time a trade agreement comes 
in front of this Congress, the American 
Free Trade Agreement in 1993, the 
trade agreements throughout the 1990s, 
trade with China, trade agreement 
after trade agreement, the support of 
those trade agreements promise the 
American people several things. 

They promise more jobs for Ameri-
cans, they promise more U.S. exports 
to those countries with whom the trade 
agreement is signed. They promise 
strengthening the middle class in the 
United States. They promise more 
manufacturing jobs for Americans. 
They promise a prosperity in the devel-
oping countries whom we are trading 
with. They promise strong environ-
mental standards and food safety 
standards and worker standards and all 
of that. 

Every time they make those prom-
ises, this Congress passes a trade agree-
ment, usually in the middle of the 
night, usually by a handful of votes, 
and every time after this Congress 
passes these trade agreements, the 
promises just evaporate. We simply do 
not see the kind of results they prom-
ise. 

One of the promises they make in 
every single trade agreement is that 

our trade deficit would come down. 
And let me point out our trade deficit, 
what has happened in this country. 

Our trade deficit is a simple calcula-
tion: It is how much the United States 
exports versus how much it imports. If 
we export more than we import, we 
have a trade surplus. If we buy, import, 
more than we sell, export, we then 
have a trade deficit. 

I ran for Congress in 1992. In 1992 the 
trade deficit in this country was $38 
billion. Since 1992 we have seen a series 
of trade agreements passed, NAFTA, 
China, Australia, Morocco, Singapore, 
Chile, several others. 

Today, the trade deficit, $38 billion in 
1992, the trade deficit last year 2004, 
was $620 billion. From 38 billion to 620 
billion, yet the people that brought us 
NAFTA, the people that brought us 
China, Most Favored Nation status, are 
still saying, Vote for our trade agree-
ments and we will bring deficits down. 

But do not take my word for it when 
I say that they break these promises. 
Look at these trade deficit numbers, 
and then look at what President Bush 
wants to do today. 

President Bush is saying, Please pass 
the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement, similar to the North Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement, CAFTA, 
the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement. He says, If you pass 
CAFTA, we will have more exports; we 
will grow manufacturing in the United 
States; we will have a strengthened 
middle class; we will have strong envi-
ronmental standards both in the 
United States and Central America; it 
will bring prosperity to the Central 
American countries. 

What he does not tell you is that the 
six Central American countries that 
make up CAFTA, their combined 
economies figure at about $62 billion. 
Our economy generates $10.5 trillion in 
GDP, the six countries in Central 
America have a combined GDP, if you 
will, of $62 billion. 

So CAFTA is not about robust mar-
kets for the exporting of American 
goods. They simply are not able to buy 
our products. $62 billion GDP in those 
six countries, that is about the com-
bined purchasing power of the city of 
Orlando, Florida, or the city of Colum-
bus, Ohio, or the entire State of Kan-
sas. In other words, these six very 
small, very poor countries, have the 
economic input of Kansas or of Colum-
bus or of Orlando. 

So they are not buying American 
products. So they simply cannot buy 
agricultural produce from this country. 
They cannot buy the wines from Cali-
fornia or the cars from Ohio or the 
steel production from West Virginia. 
They cannot buy computer goods. They 
simply cannot afford to buy these prod-
ucts from the United States. 

So what are these trade agreements 
about? What was NAFTA about? What 
was the China trade agreement, MFN, 
about, what was CAFTA, the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement that 
the President wants us to pass, what is 

that about? It is about outsourcing 
jobs. It is about moving production 
from the United States where workers 
make $8 or $10 or $15 or $20 an hour pro-
ducing things, to Guatemala, to Hon-
duras, to Costa Rica, to Nicaragua, to 
El Salvador, to countries where the 
wages are maybe a dollar or two a day, 
or $3 or $4 a day in some cases. 

It is about outsourcing jobs. It is 
about moving production to Central 
America. It is about loss of American 
jobs. It is about exploitation of work-
ers in the developing countries. It is 
about worse environmental regula-
tions. It is about weaker food safety 
standards. But it is also about profits, 
the profits for large American compa-
nies. 

That is why in this hall you are see-
ing the largest CEOs of the largest 
companies walk the halls asking Mem-
bers of Congress to vote for CAFTA. 
You are seeing the CEOs of America’s 
largest companies contributing to 
elected officials, to Members of Con-
gress. You are seeing them trying to 
buy their way into this institution, 
this corrupt institution, under the 
leadership of Republican leader TOM 
DELAY. 

You are seeing in this institution an 
attempt to buy the Central American 
Free Trade Agreement. This agreement 
is about profits for American compa-
nies. It is about campaign contribu-
tions. But what CAFTA will not do is 
stop the bleeding of manufacturing 
jobs in the United States, and what it 
will not do is create a strong Central 
American consumer market for Amer-
ican goods. 

Our economic success in this country 
is that workers in our country share in 
the wealth we create. If you work for 
General Motors, you help that com-
pany produce profits, you help that 
company do well. As a result, you, as a 
worker, share in the profits that you 
create. 

That is what has made our economy 
vibrant. It is that people who work 
hard and play by the rules do well. But 
throughout the developing world, 
workers do not share in the wealth 
they create. So what will make a trade 
agreement work is when the world’s 
poorest people can buy American prod-
ucts rather than just make them; then 
we will know that our trade policy fi-
nally will have succeeded. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. CHOCOLA) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. CHOCOLA addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak out of 
order for 5 minutes. 

THE SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 
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