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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

ADOPT A CUBAN POLITICAL 
PRISONER 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
today I stand in this great Chamber of 
democracy to adopt a Cuban political 
prisoner. Although this idea may seem 
like an idea that has no effect, it actu-
ally has a profound and everlasting im-
pact on those who are enslaved. 

Three years ago, Castro, whom we 
know to be an evil dictator who abuses 
the human rights of his people, swept 
the streets of Cuba and imprisoned 
over 70 innocent men and women who 
were calling for democracy on the is-
land. 

One of these victims is Lester 
Gonzales Penton. This young man who 
will turn 28 next week was sentenced to 
20 years and is currently held in one of 
Castro’s most shameful prisons, Kilo 7. 

I am honored to adopt Lester, and I 
urge my colleagues to join me in adopt-
ing these courageous, peaceful activ-
ists, activists who sit in squalid jails 
for crimes we consider to be some of 
the most sacred rights: freedom, de-
mocracy, and freedom of expression. 

We stand here today to honor these 
heroic souls and demand their release. 
I invite my colleagues to join us at 
noon today at HC–7 to hear more about 
our Adopt a Cuban Political Prisoner 
Campaign. 

f 

b 1015 

AN ETHICS PROCESS IN LIMBO 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the integ-
rity of the people’s House supersedes 
the interests of any individual Member 
who is privileged to serve here, of ei-
ther political party. 

We bear an individual duty, as well 
as a collective obligation, to abide by 
the highest ethical standards and to 
conduct ourselves in a manner that in-
stills public confidence in this institu-
tion. 

Yet, today, the ethics process in this 
House is at a standstill. Our bipartisan 
process to address alleged ethics viola-
tions has been stymied by a partisan 
roadblock that is inconsistent with the 
purpose and history of the Committee 
on Standards of Official Conduct. 

The gentleman from West Virginia 
(Mr. MOLLOHAN), the ranking member 
of the Committee on Standards of Offi-
cial Conduct, has introduced a resolu-
tion that would remove this roadblock 
and restore the ethics rules that were 

adopted on a bipartisan basis in 1997. I 
urge my colleagues to support the gen-
tleman from West Virginia’s (Mr. MOL-
LOHAN) resolution. 

Let us restore the ethics rules that 
guided us for the last four Congresses. 
Let us ensure that our ethics process is 
bipartisan and commands the respect 
of the American people. We ought to 
expect no less of ourselves. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE VALUABLE 
WORK OF ROTARIANS IN RUSSIA 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as a 30-year member of Ro-
tary International, I am proud to rec-
ognize the valuable work of new Rotar-
ians in Russia. 

Although Rotary in Russia is only 11 
years old, the 100-year-old Rotary orga-
nization is already strengthening Rus-
sian communities, helping to enrich 
multinational relations and improving 
economic conditions in the new demo-
cratic Russia. 

Today, I met with a group of Russian 
Rotarians who are visiting our country 
hosted by Neil Young of the 
Towsontowne, Maryland, Rotary Club. 
Our visitors and their sponsors are en-
thusiastic to learn more about how 
American small businessmen organize 
and manage their businesses. They will 
be able to apply the lessons they 
learned to help Russian businesses sur-
vive, grow and create jobs and con-
sumer products for their communities. 

Rotarians throughout the world con-
tinue to promote networking for com-
munity development and leadership, 
they should feel proud that their ef-
forts are making a positive difference 
for millions of people. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

THE BUDGET 

(Mr. COOPER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, today, 
the House of Representatives will start 
its annual debate on the budget, one of 
the most important debates of the 
year. 

I would urge all of my colleagues to 
vote against the rule setting up the 
terms of this debate. Why vote against 
the rule? Because the Blue Dog Coali-
tion alternative, the amendment which 
had 12 key procedural reforms to get 
our Nation off its current drunken bor-
rowing and deficit binge, none of those 
wise provisions were included for de-
bate. 

Why? Nine Republicans on the House 
Committee on Rules voted against such 
common-sense terms as, for example, 
having a cost estimate on every bill or 
allowing a recorded vote on items that 
spend more than $50 million. I do not 

know but it is very important that 
House Members vote against the rule 
so that we can have a fairer debate on 
our budget process and support the re-
forms in the Blue Dog Coalition. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
in 2008, only 3 years from now, the first 
baby boomers will start collecting re-
tirement benefits from Social Security, 
and for these people the system has 
worked very well, but when our chil-
dren and grandchildren get set to re-
tire, the only thing that will greet 
them is frustration, grief and heart-
ache at what we did today or, better 
yet, what we did not do to fix Social 
Security. 

Mr. Speaker, I have practiced medi-
cine for over 20 years, and I know that 
in order to treat the right disease you 
have got to make the right diagnosis, 
and the right diagnosis for the Social 
Security system is that we are on an 
unsustainable course. The right treat-
ment is to fix the problem today rather 
than passing the problem on to future 
generations. 

If we continue to postpone solutions, 
our only alternatives will be large tax 
increases or significant benefit reduc-
tions. 

The goal of our ongoing discussion is 
not to pin blame on anyone. The goal is 
to have a system that will work for our 
children and our grandchildren, one 
that is stable, funded and secure. 

A Social Security system that was 
designed for the world of 1935 will not 
work for the world of 2035 and beyond. 
Changes must be made, and the sooner 
we act the more secure we all will be. 

f 

VITAL CONTRIBUTIONS OF AFRI-
CAN AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS 
THROUGHOUT OUR HISTORY 

(Mr. MCDERMOTT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, it is 
an honor and a privilege to rise today 
to recognize the vital contributions of 
African American newspapers through-
out our history and the continuing 
need for their perspective today. The 
Seattle Media in my district is a good 
example. 

For nearly 180 years, black news-
papers have provided their readers with 
not only the news of the day but with 
hope for a better tomorrow, and for the 
past 65 years the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association has been the 
standard bearer in that proud tradi-
tion. 

A federation of more than 200 black 
community newspapers, the NNPA has 
provided outstanding service to its 
member papers and the 15 million 
Americans who rely on them for news. 
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Through its network, the NNPA makes 
stories that happen in one part of the 
country available everywhere, and on 
the pages of its member papers black 
reporters and columnists record crit-
ical events and render thoughtful and 
much-needed alternative viewpoints 
that both educate and inspire. 

The NNPA is a great American insti-
tution in the rich history of African 
American newspaper gathering, and I 
am proud to pay tribute to them today. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY 
(Mr. SHAW asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, at the urg-
ing of the Democrat leadership in the 
Congress, political campaign veterans 
have formed a new liberal group that 
plans to raise $25 to $50 million to pres-
sure lawmakers to vote against any So-
cial Security plan that includes pre-
paid individual retirement accounts. 

With straight faces, the Democrats 
call themselves ‘‘Americans United to 
Protect Social Security.’’ 

They say: ‘‘The President and his 
supporters in Congress are messing 
with the third rail of politics; and 
we’re going to be sure they get zapped’’ 
good. 

Mr. Speaker, this is about our chil-
dren. The greatest disservice to our 
children and grandchildren would be to 
give in to groups like this who claim 
there is no problem and who simulta-
neously use Social Security as a polit-
ical club to beat down those of us who 
would dare to strengthen it. 

House Democrats have become the 
party of noes, and they are led by ‘‘Mi-
nority Leader No.’’ If we do nothing, as 
some Democrats would have it, today’s 
young workers and future workers will 
face benefit reductions, payroll tax in-
creases and unprecedented debt. 

Mr. Speaker, we should be worried 
about the next generation, not simply 
the next election. 

f 

WHERE IS THE DEMOCRAT SOCIAL 
SECURITY PLAN? 

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to follow up the comments of the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW), be-
cause it is one thing for the Democrat 
Party and the liberal groups in Wash-
ington, D.C., the very, very special in-
terest groups, to say we are against 
whatever the President wants to do. 
We understand that. But it is another 
thing when they do not offer their own 
plan. 

What I would ask the Democrat 
Party is to put your plan on the table, 
because most people agree with the 
facts, and the facts are that Social Se-
curity is running out of money. 

Most people understand life expect-
ancy has changed since Social Security 

started in 1937 when folks lived to be 59 
years old. Today, they live to be 77 
years old. 

Most people understand that in 1937 
when Social Security started there was 
60 workers for every one retiree, and 
today it is three to one. 

Most people understand the changing 
demographics that caused it so that if 
you retired in 1980 it took you 2.8 years 
to get all of your money back that you 
put into the Social Security Trust 
Fund, and yet if you retired in 2003 it 
will take you 17 years to get your 
money back. 

Most people understand that there is 
a generation-to-generation issue that 
needs to be addressed. 

What I would ask the Democrat 
Party is just put your plan on the 
table. Let us take a look at it. Let us 
take the best of the Democrat ideas, 
combine them with the best of the Re-
publican ideas for what is best to pro-
tect and preserve Social Security for 
the next generation. 

f 

ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO JOINT 
COMMITTEE ON PRINTING AND 
JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS 
ON THE LIBRARY 
Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that the Committee on 
House Administration be discharged 
from further consideration of the reso-
lution (H. Res. 147) electing members 
to the Joint Committee on Printing 
and the Joint Committee of Congress 
on the Library, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BRADLEY of New Hampshire). Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 147 

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO JOINT 

COMMITTEE ON PRINTING AND 
JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS 
ON THE LIBRARY. 

(a) JOINT COMMITTEE ON PRINTING.—The 
following Members are hereby elected to the 
Joint Committee on Printing, to serve with 
the chair of the Committee on House Admin-
istration: 

(1) Mr. Doolittle. 
(2) Mr. Reynolds. 
(3) Ms. Millender-McDonald. 
(4) Mr. Brady of Pennsylvania. 
(b) JOINT COMMITTEE OF CONGRESS ON THE 

LIBRARY.—The following Members are here-
by elected to the Joint Committee of Con-
gress on the Library, to serve with the chair 
of the Committee on House Administration: 

(1) Mr. Ehlers. 
(2) Mrs. Miller of Michigan. 
(3) Ms. Millender-McDonald. 
(4) Ms. Zoe Lofgren of California. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. NEY) is recog-
nized for 1 hour. 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

I rise today in support of House Reso-
lution 147, a resolution electing the 

House Members to the Joint Com-
mittee on Printing and Joint Com-
mittee of Congress on the Library. 

This important resolution names our 
House Members to these two commit-
tees, and once passed, we may begin to 
work with the other body, which has 
already organized, to organize the en-
tire committee for the 109th Congress. 

I want to thank my colleagues for 
agreeing to serve with me on these 
committees. I would just like to briefly 
mention that on the Joint Committee 
on Printing would be the gentleman 
from California (Mr. DOOLITTLE); the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. REY-
NOLDS); the gentlewoman from Cali-
fornia (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD), our 
ranking member; and the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. BRADY). 

Joint Committee of Congress on the 
Library is the gentleman from Michi-
gan (Mr. EHLERS); the gentlewoman 
from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER), our new-
est Member; the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD), 
our ranking member; and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ZOE 
LOFGREN). 

I want to thank our ranking member 
for working with us on this resolution, 
and I ask for support of this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res. 
147. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
within which to revise and extend their 
remarks and include extraneous mate-
rial on the further consideration of 
H.R. 1268, and that I may include tab-
ular material on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS ACT FOR DE-
FENSE, THE GLOBAL WAR ON 
TERROR, AND TSUNAMI RELIEF, 
2005 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 151 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
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