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their day-to-day lives as members of 
society. 

Recently, the Erskine Seminary an-
nounced the opening of a new campus 
in partnership with the First Pres-
byterian Church in Columbia, which 
my family has attended for six genera-
tions. As well, Erskine Seminary trains 
our U.S. Army Medcom Chaplains at 
Fort Sam Houston. 

Finally, I would like to commend 
President John Carson, working with 
Board of Trustees Chairman John 
Moore, for his strong leadership and vi-
sion throughout his 7 years at Erskine. 
Because of President Carson’s efforts, 
the school has reported record in-
creases in enrollment for both the col-
lege and the seminary. When he steps 
down from his post in June, he can 
leave with the confidence that Erskine 
is better because of his service. 

In conclusion, may God bless our 
troops, and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE IRAQI PEO-
PLE ON HOLDING ELECTIONS 
JANUARY 30 

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to speak 
about the upcoming Iraqi national 
elections on Saturday, January 30, and 
to congratulate the millions of brave 
Iraqi citizens who plan on voting in 
their first free election. 

After suffering for decades under 
Saddam Hussein’s brutal regime, the 
Iraqi people finally have an oppor-
tunity to form a representative govern-
ment that truly reflects the will of the 
Iraqi nation. Despite ongoing pockets 
of violence in a few Iraqi cities, it is 
clear that millions of Iraqis will finally 
be able to shape their own futures by 
expressing and exercising their right to 
vote. 

Mr. Speaker, this will truly be a na-
tional election that Iraq and the rest of 
the Middle East can and should be 
proud of. More than 14.3 million Iraqi 
citizens have registered to vote. More 
than 190 political parties will be on the 
ballot, encompassing almost 19,000 
Iraqi citizens standing for election. Fi-
nally and most importantly, nearly 80 
percent of Iraqis say that they will 
vote, even in the face of threatened vi-
olence from the terrorist insurgency. 

Mr. Speaker, these are fantastic sta-
tistics. 

f 

THE NEGATIVE EFFECTS OF SO-
CIAL SECURITY PRIVATIZATION 
ON WOMEN 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to represent the millions of American 
women who would be disproportion-

ately hurt by privatizing Social Secu-
rity. 

First of all, women on average earn 
less than men. Full-time working 
women still receive only 73 cents to 
every dollar earned by a man. This 
means that women count on Social Se-
curity’s progressive benefits structure 
as their primary retirement income 
more than men. 

Women make up about 60 percent of 
Social Security beneficiaries, and on 
average live 6 to 8 years longer, so 
their savings run out sooner. 

In my district, there are more than 
10,700 households headed by women 
who are the guardians of their families. 
The average income in my district is 
about $41,000, and Social Security 
assures economic stability for women 
retirees. At the end of 2003, women’s 
average monthly retirement benefit in 
my district was about $798, and the 
men’s average benefit was about $1,039. 

The gender disparities mean we must 
fight to protect women. Let us not call 
Social Security a crisis. Let us fix it so 
that everybody is treated equally and 
so that benefits are stabilized. 

f 

TROOP STRENGTH 

(Mr. BLUNT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to talk for a minute about the 
importance of maintaining America’s 
all-volunteer military in order to fight 
and win the global war on terror. 

That military is very dependent on 
the integrated Armed Forces, our 
guardsmen and Reserves who are avail-
able to us at what I think should be 
times of crisis or need. 

I would like to place before the House 
today six guidelines that I intend to 
use as we move forward toward looking 
at our decisions on military prepared-
ness. 

The first of those points is simply to 
maintain our commitment to a fully 
integrated force. 

Number two, to challenge the admin-
istration to allocate resources in a 
manner that ensures that our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and marines are well- 
equipped and well-funded. 

Number three, achieve the right size 
of force. 

Number four, establish the right mix 
of force. 

Number five, retain the force by 
doing those things necessary for reliev-
ing the burden on soldiers and their 
families. 

Number six, preserve the long-term 
dominance of America’s fighting force. 

Mr. Speaker, we have no greater re-
sponsibility than to provide for our na-
tional defense. The Founders of our 
government stated this very clearly in 
the Preamble to our Constitution. We 
must continue to maintain that con-
stitutional commitment. 

REBUILDING SOCIETY WITH TRUE 
RESPECT FOR WOMEN AND THE 
BEAUTIFUL GIFT OF LIFE 

(Mr. FORTENBERRY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Speaker, 
yesterday tens of thousands of people 
came to Washington to peacefully 
stand for life. 

I am particularly encouraged, Mr. 
Speaker, by the multitudes of young 
people who came and who, despite a 
culture of death that rages around 
them, have courageously challenged 
the judgment of the Supreme Court, 
showing us that we can be a country of 
life-giving love, even for those in the 
most difficult situations. 

These young people are saying that 
abortion is a fundamental injustice 
against women and their unborn chil-
dren; that abortion has caused a deep 
wound in the soul of the country, re-
sulting in untold grief and violence. 

These young people are saying that 
women deserve better, especially those 
who may feel coerced into abortion. 
They are the compassionate voices for 
so many of us in need of healing. 

Mr. Speaker, these young people have 
given me hope that we can rebuild our 
society with true respect for women 
and the beautiful gift of life. 

f 

HONORING MONSIGNOR IGNATIUS 
McDERMOTT 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
during the period when we were away, 
the Nation lost one of my favorite peo-
ple, Father Ignatius McDermott, better 
known as Father Mac. 

Father Mac was a Catholic priest 
who, when Chicago had an area known 
as Skid Row, used to walk among the 
men who were basically alcoholics, out 
of work, and would minister to them at 
night, and became known as the Skid 
Row Priest. 

Later on he founded Haymarket Cen-
ter, which has become one of the most 
effective substance abuse treatment 
centers in the country today. Father 
Mac worked right up to the moment 
when he gave his last measure of life. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend him for his 
work and for his efforts. There are 
thousands who are living rejuvenated 
lives because of the work of Father 
Mac. 

We thank you, Father Mac. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SHIMKUS). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule 
XX, the Chair will postpone further 
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote 
or the yeas and nays are ordered or on 
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which the vote is objected to under 
clause 8 of rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PEOPLE OF 
UKRAINE FOR DEMOCRATIC, 
TRANSPARENT AND FAIR RUN-
OFF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 
Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 16) 
congratulating the people of Ukraine 
for conducting a democratic, trans-
parent, and fair runoff Presidential 
election on December 26, 2004, and con-
gratulating Victor Yushchenko on his 
election as President of Ukraine and 
his commitment to democracy and re-
form, as amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 16 

Whereas the establishment of a demo-
cratic, transparent, and fair election process 
for the 2004 presidential election in Ukraine 
and of a genuinely democratic political sys-
tem have been prerequisites for that coun-
try’s full integration into the international 
community of democracies; 

Whereas the Government of Ukraine has 
accepted numerous specific commitments 
governing the conduct of elections as a par-
ticipating State of the Organization for Se-
curity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE); 

Whereas the election of Ukraine’s next 
president was seen as an unambiguous test of 
the extent of the Ukrainian authorities’ 
commitment to implement these standards 
and build a democratic society based on free 
elections and the rule of law; 

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election 
requires government and public authorities 
to ensure that candidates and political par-
ties enjoy equal treatment before the law 
and that government resources are not em-
ployed to the advantage of individual can-
didates or political parties; 

Whereas a genuinely free and fair election 
requires the full transparency of laws and 
regulations governing elections, multiparty 
representation on election commissions, and 
unobstructed access by candidates, political 
parties, and domestic and international ob-
servers to all election procedures, including 
voting and vote-counting in all areas of the 
country; 

Whereas efforts by national and local offi-
cials and others acting at the behest of such 
officials to impose obstacles to free assem-
bly, free speech, and a free and fair political 
campaign took place throughout Ukraine 
during the entire 2004 presidential election 
campaign without condemnation or remedial 
action by the Government of Ukraine; 

Whereas on October 31, 2004, Ukraine held 
the first round of its presidential election 
and on November 21, 2004, Ukraine held a 
runoff presidential election between the two 
leading candidates, Prime Minister Viktor 
Yanukovich and opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko; 

Whereas a consensus of Ukrainian and 
international election observers determined 
that the runoff election did not meet a con-
siderable number of international standards 
for democratic elections, and these observers 
specifically declared that state resources 
were abused in support of Viktor 
Yanukovich, and that illegal voting by ab-
sentee ballot, multiple voting, assaults on 
electoral observers and journalists, and the 
use of counterfeit ballots were widespread; 

Whereas following the runoff presidential 
election on November 21, 2004, tens of thou-

sands of Ukrainian citizens engaged in 
peaceful demonstrations in Kiev and else-
where to protest the unfair election and the 
declaration by the Ukrainian Central Elec-
tion Commission that Viktor Yanukovich 
had won a majority of the votes; 

Whereas the Ukrainian Supreme Court 
blocked the publication of the official runoff 
election results thus preventing the inau-
guration of the next president of Ukraine 
until the Supreme Court examined the re-
ports of voter fraud; 

Whereas on November 27, 2004, the Par-
liament of Ukraine passed a resolution de-
claring that there were violations of law dur-
ing the runoff presidential election on No-
vember 21, 2004, and that the results of this 
election did not reflect the will of the 
Ukrainian people; 

Whereas on December 1, 2004, the Par-
liament of Ukraine passed a no confidence 
motion regarding the government of Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovich; 

Whereas European mediators and current 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma began 
discussions on December 1, 2004, to attempt 
to work out a resolution to the standoff be-
tween the supporters of both presidential 
candidates; 

Whereas on December 3, 2004, the Ukrain-
ian Supreme Court ruled that the runoff 
presidential election on November 21, 2004, 
was invalid and ordered a new presidential 
election to take place on December 26, 2004; 

Whereas on December 8, 2004, the Par-
liament of Ukraine passed laws to reform the 
Ukrainian electoral process, including to re-
constitute the Ukrainian Central Election 
Commission, and to close loopholes for fraud 
in preparation for a new presidential elec-
tion; 

Whereas on December 26, 2004, the people of 
Ukraine again went to the polls to elect the 
next president of Ukraine in what the con-
sensus of domestic and international observ-
ers declared as a more democratic, trans-
parent, and fair election process with fewer 
problems than the previous two rounds; 

Whereas on January 10, 2005, the election 
victory of opposition leader Viktor 
Yushchenko was certified by the Ukrainian 
Central Election Commission; and 

Whereas the runoff presidential election on 
December 26, 2004, signifies a turning point 
for Ukraine which offers new hope and oppor-
tunity to the people of Ukraine: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That Congress— 

(1) commends the people and Government 
of Ukraine for their commitment to democ-
racy and their determination to end the po-
litical crisis in that country in a peaceful 
and democratic manner; 

(2) congratulates the people and Govern-
ment of Ukraine for ensuring a free and fair 
runoff presidential election which represents 
the true choice of the Ukrainian people; 

(3) congratulates Viktor Yushchenko on 
his election as President of Ukraine; 

(4) applauds the Ukrainian presidential 
candidates, the European Union and other 
European representatives, and the United 
States Government for the role they played 
in helping to find a peaceful resolution of the 
crisis; 

(5) acknowledges and welcomes the strong 
relationship formed between the United 
States and Ukraine and expresses its strong 
and continuing support for the efforts of the 
Ukrainian people and the new Government of 
Ukraine to establish a full democracy, the 
rule of law, and respect for human rights; 
and 

(6) pledges its assistance to the strength-
ening of a fully free and open democratic 
system in Ukraine, the creation of a pros-
perous free market economy in Ukraine, the 

reaffirmation of Ukraine’s independence and 
territorial sovereignty, and Ukraine’s full in-
tegration into the international community 
of democracies. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HYDE) and the gentleman 
from California (Mr. LANTOS) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con. 
Res. 16. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 

b 1415 

Mr. HYDE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

I rise in support of H. Con. Res. 16 as 
amended regarding the presidential 
elections recently held in Ukraine. I 
want to thank the ranking Democrat 
member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations and others who 
have joined me in sponsoring this reso-
lution. 

This resolution has been amended to 
include a few clarifications of the 
original language. 

No issue was judged to be more im-
portant to Ukraine’s future standing 
with the West and its ability to become 
a full partner with the Euro-Atlantic 
community than the strength of its de-
mocracy. The presidential election rep-
resented a historic opportunity for the 
people of Ukraine to decide whether or 
not democracy can flourish in this im-
portant nation. 

So important was the desire for a 
free, fair and transparent election that 
this House overwhelmingly passed a 
resolution regarding the election in Oc-
tober. Unfortunately, despite the as-
surance we received from the Govern-
ment of Ukraine, the rhetoric did not 
meet the actions. The October 31 elec-
tion and the November 21 runoff elec-
tion were marred by serious irregular-
ities. The highly charged second-round 
vote on November 21 met all of our 
worst expectations. 

We all have read the media accounts 
of the election-day problems, and I will 
not repeat them here. The election was 
so compromised by open fraud that 
much of Ukraine’s population took to 
the streets determined to preserve 
their liberties and prevent the installa-
tion of an illegitimate regime. Given 
the strength of that resistance and the 
near-universal condemnation of the 
election process by the international 
community, the once powerful govern-
ment was forced to admit that the elec-
tion over which it presided was fraudu-
lent. 

In the aftermath of this contested 
election, an extraordinary series of 
events took place in Ukraine which 
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