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again, let us offer the ultimate vote of 
confidence in their democracy. Let us 
reward the self-sufficiency they have 
demonstrated by giving them their 
country back and bringing our Amer-
ican soldiers home. 

f 

2330 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
SCHMIDT). Under a previous order of the 
House, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
POE) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. POE addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WYNN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

U.S. AUTO INDUSTRY SUPPORTS 
UNIVERSAL HEALTH CARE—IN 
CANADA 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take my 
Special Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Madam Speaker, 
as we spend our time here talking 
about Christmas and the war on Christ-
mas, I think we have missed the whole 
point. At least the Republicans have. 

My passion since I arrived in Con-
gress has been that every American 
should have access to affordable health 
care coverage. It should be a right, not 
a privilege as it is today. Over 45 mil-
lion Americans have no coverage at all, 
and millions more cannot afford to get 
sick because of inadequate or expensive 
coverage. 

Democrats have made health care a 
top priority, but the Republicans have 
not. Christmas trees seem to be more 
in their order. I have repeatedly intro-
duced H.R. 1200, universal health care 
legislation. My friend and colleague 
JOHN DINGELL has done the same. My 
colleague JOHN CONYERS has done the 
same. We have many proposals all ap-
proaching a universal solution to a 
problem for this country. 

Dozens of Democrats have been will-
ing to sign on to this bill. But the ma-
jority, the Republicans, have talked 
but done absolutely nothing. Instead, 
they have used every opportunity to 
disparage government and claim that 
solutions to everything always end in 
the words ‘‘incorporated,’’ 
‘‘privatized.’’ Whether it is Social Se-
curity or Medicare or drugs or what-
ever, it always has got to be private. 

Republicans claim government, the 
one they control, is incapable of ad-
dressing America’s needs. They proved 
it down in Louisiana. They proved it 
themselves. Their tortured logic says 
that we can wage war, but we cannot 
solve the health care crisis. 

Pick up the newspaper, and the con-
clusion is inescapable. There are no 
more tomorrows. The health care crisis 
is real and a present danger to the 
American people and the U.S. econ-
omy, much more than this war on ter-
ror. 

Especially hard hit is the manufac-
turing sector. Employees throughout 
the country are bracing for plant clos-
ings or wage and benefit cuts. We came 
out here and did pensions again today. 
We continue to do it to the workers. 

Companies like General Motors and 
Ford cite the cost of providing health 
care coverage as a major factor in their 
current financial crises. So quietly be-
hind the scenes here on Capitol Hill, 
the domestic auto industry has been 
talking to lawmakers about a bailout. 
They are looking for tens of billions of 
dollars next year and say it is required 
to save the auto industry and thou-
sands of family wage jobs. 

I am a strong supporter of America’s 
labor movement and a strong supporter 
of family wage jobs. And if a company 
treats its employees right, I strongly 
support them as well. That might 
make me a candidate for supporting an 
auto bailout. But it really makes me 
wonder why Republicans will not join 
Democrats and fight for its family 
from within, a health care system that 
is destroying people, business, and our 
way of life. 

Republicans say, let the market fix 
it. Well, we have done that. And the 
special interests have said stay out of 
it because people like me want this Na-
tion to guarantee health coverage for 
everybody. Lobbyists make a living in 
this town out of spinning the tale of us 
against them and how we have to do it 
individually, and we cannot do it as a 
country. 

Well, I will enter into the RECORD a 
letter that sets the record straight and 
give us a chance to finally confront 
America’s health care crisis. This let-
ter was sent separately to the Cana-
dian government by the Ford Motor 
Company, General Motors, Daimler 
Chrysler and the union representing 
auto workers in late 2002. 

The so-called big three U.S. car com-
panies put their full support behind 
publicly, publicly, funded health care 
in Canada. Let me read some excerpts. 
‘‘Canada’s publicly funded health care 
system provides essential and afford-
able health care services for all Cana-
dians, regardless of their income. For 
both employers and workers in the 
auto industry, it is vitally important 
that the publicly funded health care 
system be preserved and renewed.’’ 

The letter sent by GM, Ford, and 
Daimler Chrysler, concludes: ‘‘In addi-
tion to reinforcing the quality and ac-
cessibility of health care for all Cana-

dians, these measures would also help 
to ensure the long-run success of the 
Canadian auto industry.’’ There is a 
business reason to do it. That is the 
U.S. auto industry acting outside the 
United States. It is time for them to 
act inside the United States and for us 
to act. 

H.R. 1200 provides universal health 
care with guidelines for Federal Gov-
ernment decisions by local government 
and health care by the private sector. 

My Democratic friends have other 
ideas. There is more than one idea how 
to do this. We ought to get them on the 
table. It is time for the Republican ma-
jority to make health care a priority. 
It is time for the auto industry to sup-
port a solution that is morally respon-
sible and economically urgent: health 
care. Every American has a right. 

Madam Speaker, we have been talk-
ing about it, and we have not done any-
thing. It is it time to stop talking 
about Christmas trees and start talk-
ing about health care for all Ameri-
cans. 

SEPTEMBER 10, 2002. 
Canada’s publicly funded health care sys-

tem provides essential and affordable health 
care services for all Canadians, regardless of 
their income. Publicly funded health care 
also enhances Canada’s economic perform-
ance in several important ways. 

The auto industry is Canada’s most impor-
tant export industry; it directly employs 
over 150,000 Canadians in high-wage jobs, 
supports hundreds of thousands of other 
spin-off jobs, produces $90 billion worth of 
shipments per year, and generates billions of 
dollars in tax revenues for all levels of gov-
ernment in Canada. The success of this in-
dustry has been crucial to Canada’s eco-
nomic progress over the past decade. Can-
ada’s health care system has been an impor-
tant ingredient in the auto industry’s per-
formance. 

Workers in the auto industry, and in the 
many manufacturing and service industries 
which supply automakers, benefit directly 
from access to public health care services. 
Thanks to this system, they are healthier 
and more productive. Employers in the auto 
industry, meanwhile, enjoy significant total 
labour cost savings because most health care 
services are supplied through public pro-
grams (rather than through private insur-
ance plans). 

The public health care system signifi-
cantly reduces total labour costs for auto-
mobile manufacturing firms, compared to 
the cost of equivalent private insurance serv-
ices purchased by U.S.-based automakers; 
these health insurance savings can amount 
to several dollars per hour of labour worked. 
Publicly funded health care thus accounts 
for a significant portion of Canada’s overall 
labour cost advantage in auto assembly, 
versus the U.S., which in turn has been a sig-
nificant factor in maintaining and attracting 
new auto investment to Canada. 

Canada’s publicly funded health care sys-
tem is now facing demographic, techno-
logical, and fiscal pressures. The erosion of 
publicly funded health care through meas-
ures such as the delisting of currently-cov-
ered services, the imposition of user fees, the 
failure of the public system to keep up with 
the changing nature of health care, and new 
costs such as prescription drugs and home- 
care, will impose significant costs on auto-
motive employers and undermine the 
attractiveness of Canada as a site for new 
automotive investment. 
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For both employers and workers in the 

auto industry, it is vitally important that 
the publicly funded health care system be 
preserved and renewed, on the existing prin-
ciples of universality, accessibility, port-
ability, comprehensiveness, and public ad-
ministration. The system needs a secure 
multi-year funding base from government, 
and must be expanded to cover an updated 
range of services (including prescription 
drugs and home care services) that reflects 
both the evolving nature of medical science 
and the emerging needs of our population. 

To this end, Ford Motor Company and 
CAW-Canada jointly urge the federal and 
provincial governments to take appropriate 
actions to preserve the public health care 
system, secure its funding base, and mod-
ernize the range of services which it covers. 
In addition to reinforcing the quality and ac-
cessibility of health care for Canadians, 
these measures would also help to ensure the 
long-run success of Canada’s auto industry. 

ALAIN BATTY, 
President and Chief Executive Officer, Ford 

Motor Company of Canada, Limited. 
BASIL ‘‘BUZZ’’ HARGROVE, 

National President, CAW-Canada. 
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A FREE IRAQ 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take my 
Special Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
appreciate the opportunity to be recog-
nized on the floor of this United States 
Congress and the opportunity to ad-
dress the Members. 

As I sit here and listen to this discus-
sion that has gone on tonight, I would 
kind of like to unravel some of this 
from the top down and little bit. And, 
again, the lamentations come down 
about all the things that are going 
wrong in the world and particularly a 
list of things that are allegedly going 
wrong in Iraq. 

My colleagues might notice that my 
finger is purple today. And it is purple 
in celebration and in solidarity with 
the freedom of the Iraqi people. The 
people have gone to the polls three 
times in this calendar year, and each 
time they said it could not be done, 
and each time they did an even better 
job. The January 30 election that elect-
ed the interim government that has 
now put together the constitution; the 
October 15 election that ratified the 
constitution; and then today’s election 
that concluded today, December 15 by 
their calendar, that has now elected a 
new general assembly that will select 
from them a prime minister. And he 
will be seated in March, and they will 
be the most sovereign, the most rep-
resentative Arab country in the world. 
Imagine that, Madam Speaker, sitting 
at the United Nations with Iraq having 
the most integrity because they rep-
resent the real people in their govern-
ment. 

The argument came from the gentle-
woman that there were no weapons of 
mass destruction and that was alleg-
edly the only reason that we went 
there. When did this country give up on 
liberation, Madam Speaker? Did we 
give up on this when we went to the 
Philippines after the USS Maine was 
sunk in Havana Harbor? We had the 
Spanish-American War that took place, 
and the USS Maine is still at the bot-
tom of the harbor in Havana. But the 
Filipino people were liberated by the 
United States Marine Corps, and today, 
the Filipinos are grateful that the 
Americans came and liberated them, 
and we carried over there our way of 
life, our free enterprise system, our 
property rights concept, an educational 
system, an English language. And 
today, they are a prosperous people be-
cause they were liberated by Ameri-
cans in 1898. 

And look at the liberation that took 
place in the Civil War, Madam Speak-
er. There the war was about States’ 
rights. It was about saving the Union. 
Abraham Lincoln’s efforts were focused 
on saving the Union. And then, later on 
in the war, he signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. No one thought too 
much of it at the time. Now we remem-
ber that as the war to free the slaves. 

So sometimes we have to have a list 
of reasons why we have to go to war, 
Madam Speaker. And this is a war that 
has freed 25 million Iraqi people, 25 
million Afghanis, has established the 
lodestars for the Arab world to follow 
this democracy that is going to be now 
a prosperous Iraq, and that can bring 
freedom to the entire Arab world, 
which brings peace to most of the 
world as we know it and eliminates the 
habitat for terrorists throughout the 
world. 

This is a very, very noble thing that 
this country has done. It is a very, very 
noble sacrifice on the part of the 2,100 
and more Americans who have sac-
rificed their lives for the freedom of 
the Iraqi people, for the safety of the 
American people. 

It is not a terrorist center there un-
less you want to say a grave center for 
terrorists. They are taking 3,000 terror-
ists off the street every month between 
killed and captured. That is far more 
than the casualties that we are taking. 
Saddam Hussein was killing his own 
people at the rate of 182 per day, 
Madam Speaker. That adds up to over 
100,000 Iraqis that are alive today that 
would not be if Saddam Hussein were 
still running his torture chambers, still 
running his plastic shredder machine, 
and with weapons of mass destruction, 
real gas weapons of mass destruction, 
killing his own people. This adds up to 
a humanitarian effort that is not un-
surpassed in the world but unsurpassed 
by other countries aside from the 
United States of America. 

The argument that we are using dol-
lars to purchase propaganda in the 
Iraqi newspapers. Good night. How far 
do you to go to make an argument 
against the American people? Maybe 

we ought to spend these tax dollars to 
try to get the real news printed in the 
New York Times or the Washington 
Post, Madam Speaker. If that is what 
it takes, that is what we ought to do 
because part of this war is to defend 
our troops and our military. And I am 
tired of listening on this floor, and I 
did not hear it happen tonight, of peo-
ple that say, ‘‘I support our troops but 
I oppose the war.’’ That means they op-
pose their mission, and they are asking 
soldiers to put their lives on the line 
for a mission that they do not believe 
in. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. EMANUEL) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. EMANUEL addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

FOREIGN-HELD DEBT 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take my Special 
Order at this time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, there 
are some things that Congress and the 
President can really do something 
about. And one of those is the manage-
ment of our Federal accounts. 

The news today reports in USA 
Today, Oil imports help push the trade 
gap to record highs. Every time I see 
the fact that we are importing more oil 
than finding ways to become more en-
ergy independent here at home, I say 
to myself, there is something that 
America really can do but is not doing. 

The New York Times reported, and I 
include this in the RECORD, today that 
the U.S. trade deficit indeed has hit 
record highs, threatening U.S. growth. 
We are going deeper and deeper into 
debt every day with imports climbing 
much faster than exports. The Amer-
ican people know this. One can hardly 
find anything made in this country 
anymore. In fact, the trade deficit is so 
huge, it is now three-quarters of $1 tril-
lion and rising and, with it, our foreign 
indebtedness. This widening gap is 
likely to reduce our overall growth as 
a country. 

Now, our thirst for imported petro-
leum as a part of this increase rose 13 
percent. And the Secretary of Treasury 
is living in another world when he says 
the reason that we are going into hock 
is because other nations are not grow-
ing fast enough, when, in fact, other 
nations are the very countries that are 
lending us money to make up this gap. 

The New York Times says a growing 
number of economists worry that the 
United States has become locked into 
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