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“Golden Fleece’ awards beginning in 1975 for
the ‘‘biggest or most ridiculous or most iron-
ic example of government waste;”’

Whereas William Proxmire worked end-
lessly to eradicate the world of genocide,
culminating in the ratification by the Sen-
ate of an international treaty outlawing
genocide;

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
William Proxmire, former member of the
United States Senate.

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate
communicate these resolutions to the House
of Representatives and transmit an enrolled
copy thereof to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it stand adjourned as a further mark
of respect to the memory of the Honorable
William Proxmire.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed without amendment
bills of the House of the following ti-
tles:

H.R. 4324. An act to amend the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act to reauthorize the predisaster
mitigation program, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4436. An act to provide certain au-
thorities for the Department of State, and
for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed with an amendment
in which the concurrence of the House
is requested, a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con. Res. 218. Concurrent resolution rec-
ognizing the centennial of sustained immi-
gration from the Philippines to the United
States and acknowledging the contributions
of our Filipino-American community to our
country over the last century.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles:

S. 1390. An act to reauthorize the Coral
Reef Conservation Act of 2000, and for other
purposes.

S. 2116. An act to transfer jurisdiction of
certain real property to the Supreme Court.

———

CERTIFYING EXPORT OF CERTAIN
MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT TO
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 109-74)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on International Relations and ordered
to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the provisions of
section 1512 of the Strom Thurmond
National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 1999 (Public Law 105-261), I
hereby certify that the export of 36
accelerometers to the People’s Repub-
lic of China’s Ministry of Railways, for
use in a railroad track geometry meas-
uring system, is not detrimental to the
U.S. space launch industry, and that
the material and equipment, including
any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from such export, will
not measurably improve the missile or
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space launch capabilities of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.
GEORGE W. BUSH.,
The White House, December 14, 2005.

———
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
ScHMIDT). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

ST. MARY’'S COUNTY HURRICANE
RELIEF FUND

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HOYER. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the extraordinary
efforts of Joe St. Clair, Tom Jarboe,
and Donald Cropp, founders of the St.
Mary’s Hurricane Relief Fund. That is
the county in which I live.

Following the devastation of Hurri-
cane Katrina, these three men orga-
nized the St. Mary’s Hurricane Relief
Fund to help the victims of the storm
in the small town of D’Iberville, Mis-
sissippi, located in the district of my
friend, Congressman Gene Taylor.

This October, Joe, Tom and Don
drove two tractor trailers stocked with
needed school supplies, book bags and
other goods the entire way to
D’Iberville. These items were collected
with the assistance of countless St.
Mary’s County businesses and volun-
teers. Literally, tens of thousands of
dollars of contributions.

The Hurricane Relief Fund’s work to
help D’Iberville did not stop when they
returned to St. Mary’s County. Since
their initial trip, the St. Mary’s Hurri-
cane Relief Fund has organized an
Adopt A Kid Campaign to ensure that
the children of D’Iberville had the re-
sources that they needed, facilitated
stationing a medical team in
D’Iberville, sent educational supplies
to Sacred Heart Catholic School, sent
80 first-aid kits to D’Iberville Health
Care Clinic and worked to fulfill the
needs of the community as requested
by D’Iberville officials.

This December, Joe, Tom and Don or-
ganized another massive donation
drive, Operation Mississippi Christmas,
this time to ensure that no child in
D’Iberville went without a present.

Last Friday, I visited with the orga-
nizers and a group of volunteers at a
warehouse as they loaded two addi-
tional tractor trailers bound for
D’Iberville. That is four tractor trail-
ers for these young people. I am proud
I was able to participate in this noble
effort by donating hundreds of duffle
bags filled with gifts.

When the trucks left for the gulf
coast on Saturday morning, they were
loaded with more than just presents,
and included among their cargo were
200 book bags loaded with school sup-
plies, 50 additional first-aid kits, cases
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of needed medical supplies for the
D’Iberville clinic, quilts donated by the
local Amish community, bicycles, hun-
dreds of duffle bags, 35 complete com-
puter systems with printers, cables, et
cetera, all donated by SmartCo,
defibrillator batteries and a charger
donated by St. Mary’s Hospital, a crit-
ical item for the medical clinic, and
1,160 Wal-Mart gift cards for the upper
middle and high school students.

On Sunday afternoon, the trucks
rolled into D’Iberville, completing the
approximately 16 hours and 1,000 mile
journey.

On Monday, D’Iberville Elementary
School held a pizza party as the pre-
sents were handed out and the goods
distributed to the grateful community.
At the end of the day, I received a call
from the group indicating they had ac-
complished their mission of handing
something to every school child, every
school child in D’Iberville.

St. Mary’s Hurricane Relief Fund has
organized an amazingly successful re-
lief effort, and I applaud its hard work.
I would like to personally and publicly
thank you, Joe St. Clair, Joe Cropp,
Tom Jarboe, Guy Curley, Reggie Town-
send, Ann Raley, Vince Whittles, the
St. Mary’s Chamber of Commerce, Fa-
ther John Ball and the St. Mary’s Trin-
ity Episcopal Parish, Technology Secu-
rity Associates, Larry Wise and the
folks at BAE Systems, Bo Bailey and
his son Tony for driving the trucks,
and the hundreds of additional contrib-
utors, volunteers and businesses that
contributed St. Mary’s Hurricane Re-
lief Fund’s drive to help D’Iberville,
Mississippi.

I am proud that my constituents, re-
alizing that they are part of a commu-
nity bigger than St. Mary’s County,
have sought to help our neighbors in
Mississippi during their time of need.
Their efforts surely for us all symbolize
the true meaning of compassion, and I
think it sets a great example of giving
in this holiday season.

Joe St. Clair and Don tell the story
of the children and their eyes gleaming
as they received these gifts. Joe St.
Clair, a crusty businessman about 55
years of age, telling me the story had
tears flowing down his cheeks.

Mr. Speaker, there is a lot of acri-
mony on this floor too often, and too
often we forget to remember our neigh-
bors and our friends. This is an exam-
ple of the best that is America.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———————

TODAY’S IRAQI ELECTION
Mr. OSBORNE. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to claim the
time of the gentleman from Indiana
(Mr. BURTON).
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Nebraska?

There was no objection.

Mr. OSBORNE. Madam Speaker, the
Iraqis voted today, and it is estimated
that approximately 10 million of 15 eli-
gible voters did vote. Women voted in
record numbers. The Sunnis partici-
pated in large numbers for the first
time. The vote completes the political
process in Iraq.

Last January, they elected an assem-
bly to draft a constitution. In August,
the constitution was completed. In Oc-
tober, the constitution was approved
by a large margin, about 70 percent of
the voters. Now a new government is
elected, and this was all done today
with relatively little violence as the
Iraqis went to the polls.

There is some other news that I
think is positive as well: School at-
tendance in Iraq is up by as much as 80
percent; 774 schools have been built or
renovated; 36,000 teachers have been
trained; and 142 health care facilities
have been built or are under construc-
tion. Nearly all young Iraqis have been
vaccinated for the first time. Satellite
dishes, newspapers, TV stations and
small businesses are developing and
springing up, and 211,000 Iraqi troops
have been trained and equipped.

Still, there are many who say that
there is no progress in Iraq, and I
would like to reflect on some com-
ments from a young soldier from Ne-
braska that I met in a recent trip to
the Middle East who said this. He said
it is important that we finish the job
there and not pull out prematurely be-
cause, if we do leave early, three things
will happen.

Number one, thousands of Iraqgis will
die, and we have promised them we
would not abandon them, and so we
will break a promise.

Secondly, we will encourage more
terrorism worldwide and in the U.S. as
well. It would inform the terrorists
that terrorism does work.

And lastly, 2,000-plus soldiers would
have died in vain. I think this is an im-
portant point to consider. As I have
talked to parents of soldiers who have
died, this is something that they do
not want to have happen. There was a
letter distributed today by Congress-
man JEFF MILLER from Bud Clay, and
it was written to President Bush upon
the death of his son, Staff Sergeant
Daniel Clay in Iraq. This is what Mr.
Clay wrote to President Bush, and I
quote, he said, ‘“We and many others
are praying for you to see this through.
As Lincoln said, ‘that these might not
have died in vain.””’

Included in the letter from Mr. Clay
was a letter from his son, and this let-
ter was written if he should happen to
be killed in combat, and it was written
to his family.
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And this is what Daniel Clay said. He
said, what we have done in Iraq is
worth any sacrifice. Why? Because it
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was our duty. That sounds simple, but
all of us have a duty. Duty is defined as
a God-given task. Without duty, life is
worthless. It holds no type of fulfill-
ment. The simple fact that our bodies
are built for work has to lead us to the
conclusion that God who made us put
us together to do His work. And then
he goes on, finally he says, I know
what honor is. It is not a word to be
thrown around. It has been an honor to
protect and serve all of you, meaning
his family. I faced death with the se-
cure knowledge that you would not
have to. This is as close to Christ-like-
ness as I can be. That emulation is
where all honor lives. I thank you for
making it worthwhile.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
ScHMIDT). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Mississippi
(Mr. TAYLOR) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

(Mr. TAYLOR of Mississippi ad-
dressed the House. His remarks will ap-
pear hereafter in the Extension of Re-
marks.)

———

SAVING FOR A RAINY DAY

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to speak out of
turn.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. SCHIFF) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, the
poet Longfellow once wrote: ‘“Thy fate
is the common fate of all; into each life
some rain must fall.”” How true this is.

We know that calamities will come
to our Nation. We know that terrorists
are trying to attack us again and that
Osama bin Laden wants to strike us
with weapons of mass destruction. We
know that in years to come hurricanes,
earthquakes, tornadoes, and other nat-
ural disasters will devastate our
shores, our towns, our homes, and most
terrible, our very lives.

We must prepare, not only with a
strong military and good infrastruc-
ture but also with a reserve of funds to
cushion the impact to our economy and
to meet the needs of the victims. Part
of being prepared is doing what many
families know as saving for a rainy
day.

America has seen both prosperity and
depressions, periods of unbridled
growth and periods of stubborn stagna-
tion. We have seen strong budget sur-
pluses and huge budget deficits.

While any economy has periodic cy-
cles of expansion and contraction, we
know that fiscally irresponsible poli-
cies of an administration or a Congress
can abbreviate an upturn or prolong a
downturn.

Today, a lack of revenue, uncon-
trolled spending and faulty planning
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have put our national debt so high that
putting our fiscal house in order seems
out of reach. I am here to tell you that
it is not out of reach. It will take time,
but it is possible and it must be done.

The Blue Dog Coalition has put to-
gether a comprehensive 12-point plan
to make needed reforms to our budget
process, and one of these critical re-
forms is the creation of a rainy-day
fund to set aside money for good times
to pay for disasters, which we know
will eventually come.

Madam Speaker, as you know, unlike
the Federal Government, States must
balance their budgets each year. In
tough times States must raise revenue
or cut spending. And generally, they
cannot put these decisions off for an-
other year or another generation. But
many States have been resourceful.
Forty-five of them, including my own
home State of California, have created
their own rainy-day funds. These funds
are still small, too small and the
States are in poor fiscal health. But
they have begun the process of plan-
ning for their own rainy days.

According to the Center on Budget
and Policy Priorities, since 2001, States
have used around $30 billion from their
rainy-day funds and general fund bal-
ances to help offset more than $250 bil-
lion in deficits.

Even during these weak economic
times, States must continue to main-
tain and grow the viability of their
rainy-day funds. In California we un-
derstand only too well that an earth-
quake, wildfire, or other calamity can
strike our State without notice; and
these funds will be crucial to helping
Californians deal with the crisis.

The Federal Government must also
be prepared for the Nation’s next crisis;
but, sadly, we are not. Even today, this
Congress struggles with the unprece-
dented task of rebuilding the gulf coast
after the worst natural disaster in our
Nation’s history.

Because the Federal Government
failed to make the proper investment
into the levees protecting New Orleans,
one of our prized cities now lies in
ruins. If we had had the foresight to es-
tablish a national rainy-day fund prior
to Katrina, immediate fiscal decisions
of this Congress could have been so
much less painful, the cuts so much
less devastating, and we would not
have to go so far deeper into debt to
come to the aid of our fellow citizens.

Imagine also that if Congress prop-
erly invested each year into the rainy-
day fund, the interest from this fund
could be used to make needed infra-
structure improvements, the same type
of improvements that could have saved
the city of New Orleans from such dev-
astating flooding.

Congress has so far provided more
than $62 billion in emergency funds to
respond to Hurricane Katrina, but we
know that so much more will be need-
ed. So much more was spent after Sep-
tember 11 and still our Nation’s needs
are not met.
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