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quelled three mutinies, and he au-
thored a signal book that was used to 
communicate between ships. 

On February 22, 1797, President 
George Washington conferred the first 
naval commission in the United States 
Navy on John Barry and gave him the 
rank of captain. 

Captain Barry served as commodore 
of the U.S. Navy under three Presi-
dents: Washington, Adams, and Jeffer-
son. As commander of the first naval 
squadron, Commodore Barry was enti-
tled to fly a pendant, which made him, 
in essence, the Nation’s first naval flag 
officer. 

Commodore Barry’s last day on ac-
tive duty was March 6, 1801, but he con-
tinued to remain the head of the Navy 
until his death on September 12, 1803. 

This resolution, Mr. Speaker, is an 
effort to honor Commodore John Barry 
for his outstanding contributions to 
the Continental Navy and for his ex-
traordinary accomplishments as the 
Nation’s first flag officer of the United 
States Navy. 

Mr. Speaker, I again thank the gen-
tlewoman from Virginia (Mrs. DRAKE) 
for her support of this resolution. I 
want to thank my colleagues and urge 
support for this resolution. 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise in support of H.J. Res. 38, a resolution 
which honors and recognizes Commodore 
John Barry as the first flag officer of the 
United States Navy. 

An American merchant marine captain and 
native of County Wexford, Ireland, John Barry 
volunteered for the Continental Navy during 
the American Revolution. During his 17 years 
of service, Commodore Barry’s naval expertise 
was instrumental in defeating the British as 
well as building and leading our new Nation’s 
infant Navy. In addition, he commanded the 
first U.S. Naval squadron, served as the sen-
ior officer in the U.S. Navy (the equivalent of 
the current position of Chief of Naval Oper-
ations) under Presidents George Washington, 
John Adams, and Thomas Jefferson, and su-
pervised the construction of the USS United 
States. 

Throughout his career, from taking com-
mand of the Lexington to participating in the 
victorious Trenton and Princeton campaigns, 
Barry’s contributions to the American war ef-
fort were monumental. Dubbed the ‘‘Father of 
the American Navy,’’ Commodore Barry con-
tinued his service to our country by super-
vising the construction of the first Naval frig-
ates and urging the creation of the Depart-
ment of the Navy. 

I urge the House of Representatives to pass 
H. J. Res. 38 and recognize Commodore John 
Barry as the first flag officer of the United 
States Navy. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, if I 
have no more speakers, and I do not 
think that I do at this time, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DRAKE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Virginia (Mrs. 
DRAKE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the joint resolution, H.J. 
Res. 38. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the joint 
resolution was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 

Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 327. An act to allow binding arbitra-
tion clauses to be included in all contracts 
affecting land within the Gila River Indian 
Community Reservation. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which concurrence of 
the House is requested: 

S. 449. An act to facilitate shareholder con-
sideration of proposals to make Settlement 
Common Stock under the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act available to missed 
enrollees, eligible elders, and eligible persons 
born after December 18, 1971, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL AWARD ACT 
REAUTHORIZATION 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the Senate 
bill (S. 335) to reauthorize the Congres-
sional Award Act. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. 335 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. REAUTHORIZATION OF THE CON-

GRESSIONAL AWARD ACT. 
(a) EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENTS REGARD-

ING FINANCIAL OPERATIONS OF CONGRESSIONAL 
AWARD PROGRAM; NONCOMPLIANCE WITH RE-
QUIREMENTS.—Section 104(c)(2)(A) of the Con-
gressional Award Act (2 U.S.C. 804(c)(2)(A)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘and 2004’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009’’. 

(b) TERMINATION.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 108 of the Con-

gressional Award Act (2 U.S.C. 808) is amend-
ed by striking ‘‘October 1, 2004’’ and insert-
ing ‘‘October 1, 2009’’. 

(2) SAVINGS PROVISION.—During the period 
of October 1, 2004, through the date of the en-
actment of this section, all actions and func-
tions of the Congressional Award Board 
under the Congressional Award Act (2 U.S.C. 
801 et seq.) shall have the same effect as 
though no lapse or termination of the Board 
ever occurred. 

(c) TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS.—The Congres-
sional Award Act is amended— 

(1) in section 103 (2 U.S.C. 803)— 
(A) in subsection (a)(1) (B) and (C), by 

striking ‘‘a a local’’ and inserting ‘‘a local’’; 
and 

(B) in subsection (b)(3)(B), by striking 
‘‘section’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘subsection’’; and 

(2) in section 104(c)(2)(A) (2 U.S.C. 
804(c)(2)(A)), by inserting a comma after 
‘‘1993’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) and the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 335. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Today, the House considers S. 335, a 

bill which would reauthorize the Con-
gressional Award Act. The Congres-
sional Award program was established 
by PL 96–114 in 1979 to promote initia-
tive, achievement, and excellence 
among youths aged 14 to 23. Award re-
cipients complete a self-designed pro-
gram of challenging, but achievable, 
goals in four program areas: voluntary 
service, personal development, physical 
fitness, and expedition/exploration. 

Program participants can work to-
ward a Congressional Award certificate 
or medal. In either category, there are 
three achievement levels: gold, silver, 
and bronze. Minimum requirements 
must be met regarding the number of 
hours devoted to each of the four pro-
gram areas, total hours worked toward 
the award, and the duration of the par-
ticipant’s efforts. 

Senators and Representatives present 
the awards at local, city, or State cere-
monies. It was my great pleasure to 
make a presentation of the silver 
award recently in my district to Cam-
eron Harris. Cameron exemplifies all 
the positive aspects of the Congres-
sional Award. Making that presen-
tation was one of the highlights of my 
first year in Congress. 

Gold medal recipients are recognized 
each year at the Congressional Award 
Gold Ceremony at the U.S. Capitol, and 
I look forward to making a presen-
tation in the near future to Cameron. 

In 2000, the Congressional Award Act 
was amended by PL 106–533 to establish 
a congressional recognition for excel-
lence in arts education. This act estab-
lished a nine-member congressional 
board to recognize schools that pro-
mote excellence in arts education. 

The Congressional Award program is 
administered by the Congressional 
Award Board, which is a nonprofit 
503(c)(3) private-public partnership 
that is statutorily prohibited from re-
ceiving Federal funds. In lieu of Fed-
eral funding, the board is supported by 
charitable contributions and is author-
ized to receive in-kind services from 
the Federal Government, including free 
office space and an annual audit by the 
General Accountability Office, GAO. 

b 2100 
S. 335 maintains current law by con-

tinuing the prohibition on Federal 
funding and provides a straight reau-
thorization that extends current law 
in-kind services for another 5 years. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume, and I 
rise in support of S. 335, the bill to re-
authorize the Congressional Award 
Act, and I am proud to be an original 
cosponsor of the House companion bill. 

This public-private partnership gives 
the opportunity to young people to set 
and achieve personally challenging 
goals that build character and foster 
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community service, personal develop-
ment, and citizenship. To earn a Con-
gressional Award, as the gentlewoman 
from North Carolina said, participants 
set and achieve individual goals in the 
areas of public service, personal devel-
opment, physical fitness and expedi-
tions. 

We in New Jersey are particularly 
proud of the Congressional Award be-
cause the sponsor of the bill originally, 
26 years ago, here in the House of Rep-
resentatives, was Representative Jim 
Howard of New Jersey. The award is so 
good because all young people are 
equally able to earn the Congressional 
Award because the goals set are based 
on individual interests and ability. The 
young person is not selected to receive 
the Congressional Award; she or he 
earns it. 

The Congressional Award facilitates 
neighborhood networks, enabling dis-
advantaged youth to become part of a 
community. It attracts youth from all 
backgrounds. The Congressional Award 
program fits nicely with extra-
curricular activities in schools and var-
ious youth programs, including Key 
Clubs, Service Clubs, Scouting, 4–H, 
and so forth. I have seen the program 
provide an opportunity for young peo-
ple to learn from adults who will en-
courage and support them along the 
way to earning the Congressional 
Award. 

The award program looks to teach-
ers, guidance counselors, leaders of 
school and youth groups to spread the 
word about the program. The award 
can act as an important component for 
the personal development of young peo-
ple. The program establishes a sense of 
self-confidence and helps enhance prob-
lem-solving skills. And perhaps the 
most important lesson, certainly one of 
the most important lessons that people 
can learn, is how to set achievable 
goals and then how to achieve them. 

Created by Congress 26 years ago, the 
Congressional Award receives no Fed-
eral funding. It is fully funded by char-
itable contributions. However, Con-
gress has assisted the program by au-
thorizing the U.S. Mint to strike med-
als presented to the recipients. Mem-
bers of the House and of the Senate 
recognize their constituents who earn 
Bronze, Silver and Gold medals. The 
winners of the Gold Medal Award par-
ticipate in a ceremony here in Wash-
ington held annually. 

This year, the number of Gold Medal 
recipients represented more than 25 
States. The 12th Congressional District 
of New Jersey, my district, is pleased 
and proud to have 1,004 active partici-
pants, more than any other district in 
the country. There were five Gold Med-
alists from the 12th District in 2005. 
There is already a Gold Medalist ap-
proved for 2006, and I expect more. I 
look forward to presenting the awards 
to them and to dozens of Bronze and 
Silver Award winners. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Congressional Award Act. 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, I proudly rise 
today in support of the re-authorization of the 

Congressional Awards Program and to ex-
press my appreciation for the outstanding ben-
efits it brings to my constituents and commu-
nity. Congress established The Congressional 
Award in 1979 to recognize initiative, achieve-
ment and service in young people. The ena-
bling legislation (Public Law 96–114) estab-
lished the Congressional Award as a private- 
public partnership, receiving all funding from 
the private sector. 

Program participants choose what they will 
do to earn the award based on their own inter-
ests and abilities. Participants are honored for 
achieving their goals. Participants earn 
Bronze, Silver and Gold Congressional Award 
Certificates and Bronze, Silver and Gold Con-
gressional Award Medals. Each award level 
involves setting goals in four program areas: 
Volunteer Public Service, Personal Develop-
ment, Physical Fitness, and Expedition/Explo-
ration. 

Members of Congress usually present the 
Award in a ceremony within their Congres-
sional District, but the highest award, the Con-
gressional Award Gold Medal, is presented in 
the Capitol in Washington, DC. I have been 
delighted to present 8 Gold Medals to con-
stituents over the last 4 years. Not only have 
I seen young people from my district partici-
pate in the program, but many adults, teach-
ers, guidance counselors, youth leaders, and 
friends have served as Congressional Award 
advisors and mentors. 

Regardless of the situation, youth can earn 
the Congressional Award. The program is 
open to young people from 14- to 23 years old 
and it accommodates people with special 
needs or disabilities. There are no minimum 
grade point average requirements. Participants 
must select an unrelated adult to act as their 
advisor. There are more than 13,000 young 
people presently working to earn a Congres-
sional Award—a number that is growing rap-
idly. 

The Congressional Award is about chal-
lenge. Awards are earned—not won. Partici-
pants work entirely at their own pace over an 
extended period of time so that the value of 
volunteer service, staying fit, learning new 
skills and exploring new places and activities 
are made part of the young person’s lifestyle. 
The Congressional Award fosters service, ini-
tiative and achievement. The Award builds 
leadership, confidence and self-esteem in 
countless young people as they grow into 
product citizens in all walks of life. 

For those who sincerely want to promote 
positive activities among the youth of our Na-
tion the Congressional Award Program is an 
ideal national vehicle. That so few Members of 
the House and the Senate sponsor candidates 
is a shameful tragedy. Certainly the program 
would not be experiencing its present fiscal 
difficulties if the private sector discerned that 
their Washington legislators really cared. We 
are missing a golden opportunity to do a great 
amount of good at a very low cost. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of the 
Congressional Award Program as a significant 
instrument in our efforts to reach out to young 
people across the Nation and encourage them 
to get involved in community service. I encour-
age my colleagues to support the Congres-
sional Award not only by re-authorizing the 
program for another 5 years, but also by 
Members becoming involved in their districts. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to 
support a congressional program that builds 

character and fosters community service, per-
sonal development and citizenship in young 
Americans—the Congressional Award pro-
gram. Established in 1979, the Congressional 
Award is the highest honor Congress bestows 
upon young people. 

Any interested, motivated youth age 14 to 
23 may participate. The Congressional Award 
adapts to meet the needs of each participant. 
Students set goals according to their own in-
terests and level of abilities. Congressional 
award recipients represent the best of Amer-
ica. They are required to have committed to 
bettering themselves and to giving back to the 
communities in which they reside. It is the 
making of fulfilling of that commitment that 
makes these young people so extraordinary. 

Over 650 young people in Mississippi are 
actively pursuing a Congressional Award. 
Many of these participants are currently in-
volved with Hurricane Katrina relief efforts as 
a part of their volunteer service commitment. 
Last year 15 Mississippi youths earned the 
Congressional Award Gold Medal by serving 
over 400 hours of volunteer community serv-
ice and 200 hours each in personal develop-
ment and physical fitness. 

2005 Gold Medal recipient William Fleming 
of Vardaman, MS, says this of his experience: 
‘‘I gained a renewed sense of accomplishment 
and self worth that cannot be replaced. I got 
all of this from the activities that I completed 
in the Congressional Award program.’’ 

Participation in this program is growing rap-
idly. Over 2,700 Congressional awards were 
earned in fiscal year 2005—an increase of 
100 percent from just 5 years ago. On June 
22, 2005, Members of Congress presented 
242 young people with Gold Medals—our 
highest number to date. In 2006, that number 
will most likely exceed 300. As a long time 
supporter of the Congressional Award, I en-
courage my fellow colleagues to reauthorize 
this outstanding program. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CONAWAY). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
Senate bill, S. 335. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TO PROVIDE CERTAIN AUTHORI-
TIES FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the bill (H.R. 4436) to provide 
certain authorities for the Department 
of State, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 4436 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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