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chairman and the ranking member of 
the full committee. I certainly want to 
thank the chairman of the sub-
committee and Mr. DAVIS, our ranking 
member, and the gentleman from Utah. 

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to urge my 
colleagues to support H.R. 4107, legisla-
tion I introduced to honor a great 
woman, Lena K. Lee. H.R. 4107 would 
designate the facility of the United 
States Postal Service located at Druid 
Station in Baltimore, Maryland, the 
Maryland State Delegate Lena K. Lee 
Post Office Building. It is very inter-
esting to note, Mr. Speaker, that this 
post office is actually located within 
about three blocks from where Dele-
gate Lena K. Lee lives. 

As an individual whose intellect, gen-
erous spirit, and rare devotion aided 
her in making momentous contribu-
tions to the great State of Maryland, 
the Honorable Lena K. Lee is worthy of 
this exceptional distinction. Born a 
coal miner’s daughter, Delegate Lee 
rose to prominence as a master legis-
lator, teacher, union leader, and a law-
yer by blazing a trail of distinguished 
public service. 

She received her B.S. degree from 
Morgan State College in 1939, and her 
master’s degree from New York Univer-
sity in 1947. Before entering the polit-
ical arena, Delegate Lee served as a 
teacher, and a very good one at that, 
and a elementary school principal in 
the Baltimore City public school sys-
tem. In 1952, she became the third 
woman to receive her law degree from 
the University of Maryland Law 
School. 

In 1967, Delegate Lee went on to 
serve her community on a much larger 
scale when she began a 15-year term as 
the first African American female law-
yer in the House of Delegates. During 
her tenure, she dedicated her energy 
and talents towards eradicating social 
inequalities and advocating for wom-
en’s rights. 

Mr. Speaker, Delegate Lee, like the 
great Rosa Parks, was an individual 
who demonstrated the power of one. 
She was a champion of justice and a 
dynamic legislator who used her skills 
to selflessly better the world around 
her. Among her many accomplish-
ments, she succeeded in assisting Mor-
gan State College achieve university 
status and in saving the Orchard Street 
Church, a site of the Underground Rail-
road, from destruction. It is also inter-
esting to note that that same building 
now is used to house the Baltimore 
branch of the Urban League. She also 
successfully fought for the construc-
tion of a new Provident Hospital, now 
called Liberty Medical Center, and the 
creation of no-fault divorce in the 
State of Maryland. 

As one of the founders of the Women 
Legislators of Maryland and the Mary-
land Legislative Black Caucus, Dele-
gate Lee further displayed her resolve 
to lead and not follow. 

Because of her tireless efforts, she 
has been the recipient of numerous 
honors, including the Presidential Ci-

tation from the National Association 
For Equal Opportunity in Higher Edu-
cation, as well as membership in the 
Maryland Women’s Hall of Fame, a 
very, very high honor. 

Though Delegate Lee is now in the 
winter years of her life at age 99, her 
legacy will live on in the lives of those 
she has touched. She cleared the path 
to opportunities previously inacces-
sible to many bright and talented Afri-
can Americans. 

On a more personal note, in the sum-
mer of 1982, I received a call from this 
woman, known only to me by her rep-
utation. Delegate Lee said something 
that would change the course of my 
life. She said, ‘‘I’m going to retire from 
the House of Delegates. I’m looking for 
someone to take my place. I’m looking 
for a female lawyer, so that we will 
still have one in the House.’’ And then 
she went on to say that I have decided 
to choose you. She said, ‘‘I know you’re 
a lawyer and I know you’re not a fe-
male, but’’ in her words, ‘‘you will do.’’ 

In the days that followed, although 
she was not feeling very well phys-
ically, Delegate Lee walked door to 
door with me, introducing me to voters 
and helping to raise campaign funds. 
The first 1982 campaign for the Mary-
land House of Delegates was not an 
easy one, and I often expressed my 
doubts to Delegate Lee. The question is 
not whether opportunities will come in 
life, she often said. The question is 
whether you are prepared to take ad-
vantage of them; and I think that you 
are prepared. 

While her eloquent words resonated 
in my heart, the way she lived her life 
was her most compelling lesson. In no 
uncertain terms, Delegate Lena K. Lee 
was my first and my very best teacher 
in public life, and for that I will go to 
my grave being grateful. 

Mr. Speaker, the postal facility 
named in honor of this distinguished 
lady will serve to signify to the citi-
zens of Maryland and of this great 
country and generations yet unborn 
that the leadership and noteworthy 
achievements of even one committed 
citizen can enrich and empower our 
communities and indeed our Nation. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in offer-
ing their support to this important leg-
islation. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am indeed delighted that Delegate 
Lee was willing to accept our esteemed 
colleague, even though he was not a 
woman. And I think that she has been 
vindicated. 

As a member of the House Govern-
ment Reform Committee, I am pleased 
to join my colleague in consideration 
of H.R. 4107, legislation naming a post-
al facility in Baltimore, Maryland, 
after Lena K. Lee. 

b 1445 
This measure, which was introduced 

by my good friend and colleague Rep-

resentative Elijah Cummings on Octo-
ber 20, 2005, and unanimously reported 
by our committee on November 16, 
2005, enjoys the support and cosponsor-
ship of the entire Maryland delegation. 

Prior to entering State politics, Lena 
Lee was a teacher and elementary 
school principal in the Baltimore City 
public school system. In 1967, she began 
a 16-year term as the first African- 
American female lawyer to serve in the 
House of delegates. During her term in 
the House of Delegates, Delegate Lee 
worked hard on eradicating social in-
equities and stood strong in support of 
women’s rights. Delegate Lee also as-
sisted Morgan State College achieve 
university status and saved the Or-
chard Street Church, an underground 
railroad site, from destruction. She ad-
vocated for the health of Maryland 
prisoners and aided in the reconstruc-
tion of the New Provident Hospital. 

Delegate Lee’s incredible leadership 
in improving the lives of Baltimore 
citizens and preserving cultural and 
educational landmarks made her the 
recipient of numerous awards, honors 
and citations, including the Presi-
dential citation from the National As-
sociation For Equal Opportunity in 
Higher Education and the membership 
in the Maryland Women’s Hall of 
Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Representa-
tive CUMMINGS for seeking to honor 
this very accomplished citizen. Naming 
the Druid Station in Baltimore is a 
fine way to recognize the legacy of the 
Honorable Lena K. Lee, and I urge 
swift passage of this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I urge all 
Members to support passage of H.R. 
4107, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PETRI). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Utah 
(Mr. CANNON) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4107. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the bill 
was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CENTENNIAL OF 
SUSTAINED IMMIGRATION FROM 
PHILIPPINES TO UNITED STATES 
AND ACKNOWLEDGING CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF FILIPINO-AMER-
ICAN COMMUNITY 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 218) 
recognizing the centennial of sustained 
immigration from the Philippines to 
the United States and acknowledging 
the contributions of our Filipino-Amer-
ican community to our country over 
the last century. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 218 

Whereas the peoples of the Philippine ar-
chipelago have a long and proud history, and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:48 Nov 16, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H13DE5.REC H13DE5C
C

O
LE

M
A

N
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
71

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH11344 December 13, 2005 
today, as the Republic of the Philippines, 
embrace democracy, occupy a central stra-
tegic position in Asia and the Pacific, and 
nurture a rich and diverse cultural heritage; 

Whereas the United States and the Phil-
ippines have enjoyed a long and productive 
relationship, including the period of United 
States governance between 1898 and 1946, and 
the period post-independence starting in 
1946, during which the Philippines has taken 
its place among the community of nations 
and has been one of our country’s most loyal 
and reliable allies internationally; 

Whereas the bonds between our two coun-
tries have been strengthened through sus-
tained immigration from the Philippines to 
the United States; 

Whereas the 2000 census counted almost 2.4 
million Americans of Filipino ancestry liv-
ing in all parts of our country, including the 
top two States: California, with almost 1.1 
million Filipino Americans, and Hawaii, 
with some 275,000; 

Whereas the contributions of Filipino 
Americans to the United States include 
achievement in all segments of our society, 
including, to name a few, labor, business, 
politics, medicine, media and the arts; 

Whereas Filipino Americans have espe-
cially served with distinction in the Armed 
Forces of the United States throughout the 
history of our long relationship, from World 
Wars I and II through the Korean War, the 
Vietnam War, the Gulf War, and today in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq; 

Whereas within the United States, Filipino 
Americans retained many of their country’s 
proud cultural traditions and contribute im-
measurably to the diverse tapestry of to-
day’s American experience; 

Whereas Filipino Americans have also 
maintained close ties to their friends and 
relatives in the Philippines and in doing so 
play an indispensable role in maintaining 
the strength and vitality of the U.S.-Phil-
ippines relationship; 

Whereas both the Filipino experience in 
the United States and the resultant ties be-
tween our two great countries began in ear-
nest in 1906, when 15 Filipino contract labor-
ers arrived in the then-Territory of Hawaii 
to work on the islands’ sugar plantations, 
the beginnings of an emigration from the 
Philippines to Hawaii which, during the sub-
sequent century, has sometimes exceeded 
60,000 a year, making Filipinos the largest 
immigrant group from the Asia-Pacific re-
gion; 

Whereas 1906 also saw the first class of two 
hundred ‘‘pensionados’’ arrive from the Phil-
ippines to obtain United States educations 
with the intent of returning, although many 
later became United States citizens and 
helped form the foundation of today’s Fili-
pino-American community; 

Whereas the story of America’s Filipino- 
American community is little known and 
rarely told, yet is the quintessential immi-
grant story of early struggle, pain, sacrifice, 
and broken dreams, leading eventually to 
success in overcoming ethnic, social, eco-
nomic, political, and legal barriers to win a 
well-deserved place in American society; 

Whereas our Filipino-American commu-
nity will recognize a century of achievement 
in the United States in 2006 through a series 
of nationwide celebrations and memorials 
honoring the centennial of sustained immi-
gration from the Philippines; and 

Whereas this centennial is for all Ameri-
cans of whatever ethnic origin to celebrate 
both with and in order to understand and ap-
preciate our Filipino-American community, 
but also as a remembrance of the struggles 
and triumphs of all of our predecessors and 
in honor of our common national experience: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) recognizes the centennial of sustained 
immigration from the Philippines to the 
United States; 

(2) acknowledges the achievements and 
contributions of Filipino Americans over the 
past century; and 

(3) requests that the President issue a 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe this milestone with 
appropriate celebratory and educational pro-
grams, ceremonies and other activities. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. CANNON) and the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise in support of House Concurrent 

Resolution 218 introduced by the gen-
tleman from Hawaii (Mr. CASE). This 
resolution would recognize the centen-
nial of sustained immigration from the 
Philippines to the United States and 
acknowledge the contributions of our 
Filipino-American community to our 
country over the last century. 

According to the 2000 census, there 
are 2.4 million Filipino-Americans cur-
rently residing in the United States. 
Two of the most concentrated States 
being California with 1.1 million Fili-
pino-Americans and the State of Ha-
waii with over 250,000. The United 
States and the Philippines have built a 
lasting relationship starting with the 
period of United States governance be-
tween 1898 and 1946. After its independ-
ence in 1946, the Philippines have prov-
en to be one of this country’s most 
local international allies. 

The contributions to the United 
States of Filipino-Americans are seen 
in all facets of our society. They have 
served in the armed forces, in World 
War I, World War II, the Korean War, 
the Vietnam War, the Gulf War, and 
the current fight against terrorism in 
both Iraq and Afghanistan. Their rich 
culture and ideals have also surfaced in 
our society by their contributions to 
the arts, politics, medicine and many 
other areas. 

In December 2005, the Filipino Cen-
tennial Celebration Commission in Ha-
waii will begin a year-long observance 
of the 100th anniversary of the first 
Filipino arrivals in the State. The first 
15 Filipino immigrants arrived in Hon-
olulu on December 6, 1906, and pres-
ently, the Filipino and part-Filipino 
component of the State population is 
now roughly 23 percent. 

More and more, Filipinos and Ameri-
cans of Filipino ancestry are assuming 

positions of power and responsibility in 
the State and in the private sector. 
Filipinos have made their mark on 
United States soil since they started 
arriving 100 years ago, and the momen-
tum continues to make that mark even 
greater and will continue to do so in 
the years to come. 

I urge all Members to join me in rec-
ognizing the numerous contributions 
that the Filipino-American population 
has made in the United States and cel-
ebrate the centennial of sustained im-
migration from the Philippines to the 
United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. CASE), 
the sponsor of this legislation. 

Mr. CASE. Mr. Speaker, colleagues 
and fellow Americans, aloha and 
mabuhay. 

I rise today to provide richly de-
served recognition in the Halls of our 
Nation’s Congress for a great people 
and culture whose century-old journey 
on our shores has personified the very 
essence of our American experience. I 
speak in strong support of H. Con. Res. 
218 which I introduced with the co- 
sponsorship of many like-minded col-
leagues to recognize the centennial of 
sustained immigration from the Phil-
ippines to our country and to acknowl-
edge the incredible contributions of 
Filipino-Americans to our country over 
the last century. And I do so with great 
pride and deep humility as the rep-
resentative of the congressional dis-
trict with the most Filipino-Americans 
and the State with the largest percent-
age of Filipino-Americans nationally 
and with sincere gratitude to my co-
sponsors, to Government Reform Chair 
DAVIS and Ranking Member WAXMAN, 
to the gentlemen from Utah and Illi-
nois, and to our collective leadership 
for bringing this measure to this floor 
expeditiously. 

Mr. Speaker, those whose heritage 
lies in the great archipelago of the 
Philippines have journeyed to our 
country and lived among us for cen-
turies. But the modern day Filipino- 
American immigrant experience which 
has given rise to our current day Fili-
pino-American community traces its 
roots to December 1906 when 15 Fili-
pino contract laborers, or sakadas, ar-
rived from Luzon aboard the ship Doric 
and began work in the sugar cane fields 
of Keaau on the Island of Hawaii. 

In the same year, the first class of 
pensionados arrived from the Phil-
ippines to gain an education with the 
intent of returning home, although 
many stayed on. 

These early sakada and pensionado 
roots sparked a sustained emigration 
from the Philippines to the United 
States which, over the last century, 
has numbered upwards of 60,000 a year, 
marking Filipinos as our second larg-
est immigrant group from the Asia-Pa-
cific region. Many continued to emi-
grate to Hawaii to work in the sugar 
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fields. The Hawaii Sugar Planters As-
sociation records reflect over 125,000 
immigrants from the Philippines up to 
the year 1946 alone, and they form the 
base of today’s 275,000 Filipino-Ameri-
cans living in Hawaii, well over 20 per-
cent of our total population. As pre-
viously noted, it is not just my State 
which has benefited from the growth 
and maturity of our Filipino-American 
community, which now numbers 2.4 
million nationwide, including 1.1 mil-
lion in California alone. 

But it is in Hawaii where the full ex-
tent of the trials and tribulations and 
accomplishments and successes of Fili-
pino-Americans has played out over 
the past century. Early generations 
worked long and back-breaking hours 
to bring the means to bring their fami-
lies to Hawaii. And then those genera-
tions fought for basic rights and bene-
fits on the plantations of Hawaii. And 
then they began to move beyond the 
plantations into other aspects of Ha-
waii society and to take advantage of 
the equalizing opportunity of edu-
cation. And then those generations 
who benefited from the foundation of 
their forefathers built a broader base in 
the political, economic and social fab-
ric of Hawaii until, a century later, the 
successes, both individually and collec-
tively, are everywhere. 

Just some of the past few decades in 
Hawaii alone: Benjamin Cayetano, 
Governor; Benjamin Menor, Mario 
Ramil, and Simeon Acoba, justices of 
the Hawaii Supreme Court; Daniel 
Kihano and Robert Bunda, speaker of 
the Hawaii State House and Senate, re-
spectively; Angela Baraquio, Miss 
America; Antonio Taguba, general, 
United States Army; Eduardo Malapit 
and Lorraine Rodero-Inouye, mayors; 
Emme Tomimbang, TV news anchor; 
Benny Agbayani, professional baseball 
player. 

These are just some of the more rec-
ognizable names, for Hawaii’s Filipino- 
Americans are succeeding like their 
mainland counterparts throughout the 
full range of our society, from our mili-
tary where Filipino-Americans have 
demonstrated decades of bravery and 
loyalty to our country and have one of 
the highest enlistment rates, to the 
professions, entertainment, business 
and well beyond. 

Last weekend, Hawaii’s Filipino- 
American community and its many ad-
mirers and friends kicked off a year-
long celebration of its centennial under 
the leadership of the Filipino Centen-
nial Celebration Commission, Elias 
Beniga, chair. This weekend, we will 
dedicate a marker to the original 
sakadas at Keaau, where it all began. 
And nationally, our Smithsonian is un-
dertaking a yearly celebration as well, 
titled the Filipino American Story, a 
Century of Challenge and Change, with 
commemorative events, exhibits and 
educational opportunities here in 
Washington, D.C., and at other sites 
nationally. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that neither 
the original sakadas nor many who fol-

lowed them here could have envisioned 
what the last century reaped for them 
and theirs, nor that we would all stand 
here today and over the next year to 
commemorate an incredible century, 
nor that we would collectively look 
forward with such eager anticipation 
to the story our Filipino-American 
community will write over the next 
century. Yet that is exactly what we 
are doing and should do for this is the 
story not just of Filipino-Americans, 
but the story of our America. Mahalo, 
dios ti agnina, and salamat po. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, 2006 marks the centen-
nial anniversary of sustained immigra-
tion from the Philippines which dem-
onstrates a warm friendship between 
the two nations on opposite ends of the 
world. The Philippines and the United 
States have enjoyed a long history of 
friendship and cooperation, including 
nearly a half century of American con-
trol of the archipelago which came to a 
close in 1947. 

Now independent, the Philippines re-
main one of our strongest allies in the 
Asian-Pacific region. In 1906, a handful 
of sugar cane workers immigrated from 
the Philippines to the then U.S. terri-
tory of Hawaii. Later that year, the 
first group of pensionados arrived to 
earn degrees from American institu-
tions. Some pensionados returned 
home to the Philippines to apply their 
knowledge, but many remained in the 
United States. Combined with the in-
flux of sugar cane workers, these Fili-
pino immigrants established a vibrant 
Filipino-American community. 

A century of sustained immigration 
has persisted since 1906, and in some 
years, more than 60,000 Filipinos have 
immigrated to the United States. Ha-
waii and California house the majority 
of the nearly 2.5 million Filipinos who 
live in the United States, although 
strong communities thrive in other 
parts of our Nation, such as New York, 
New Jersey and Chicago. 

Filipino-Americans now represent 
the largest immigrant community 
from the Asia-Pacific region who live 
in the United States. Filipino-Ameri-
cans have made major contributions to 
the arts, labor, business, politics, medi-
cine, media and other areas. 

In addition, Filipino-Americans have 
served with honor in the United States 
Armed Forces in every war since World 
War I. They are a valued part of Amer-
ican society. 

So I ask my colleagues to join me in 
recognition of the centennial anniver-
sary of sustained immigration of Fili-
pinos to the United States. Let us also 
recognize the vibrant history of the 
Filipino-American community in the 
United States. Their sustained immi-
gration truly marks a century of 
achievement, and I commend the gen-
tleman from Hawaii (Mr. CASE) for 
seeking to recognize the contributions 
of this great part of our population. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support and as a co-
sponsor of House Concurrent Resolu-
tion 218, a resolution that recognizes 
the centennial of sustained immigra-
tion from the Philippines to the United 
States and acknowledges the contribu-
tions of our Filipino-American commu-
nity to our country over the last cen-
tury. The mark that the Filipino- 
American community has made on my 
district is immeasurable. It is a privi-
lege to live with and to serve such a 
culturally rich and vibrant commu-
nity. 

As the premier gateway from Asia, 
the Bay Area has been the starting 
point for many Filipino immigrants in 
America. I am truly proud that many 
Filipino-Americans decided to make 
the Bay Area their permanent home. I 
represent one of the largest popu-
lations of Filipino-Americans in the 
United States, and I would like to rec-
ognize two of the many shining lights 
from our community. 

Mr. Speaker, my dear friend Alice 
Bulos has worked tirelessly in the com-
munity at large and with the Filipino- 
American community in particular. 
After immigrating to the United States 
in the late 1970’s, Alice became an out-
spoken leader among Filipino-Ameri-
cans. She tirelessly worked to urge Fil-
ipino-Americans to become politically 
active. With her husband, she founded 
the Filipino American Grassroots 
Movement, a voter registration drive 
that sought to involve Filipinos in the 
political process. 

Alice became one of the most visible 
members of the community when she 
was appointed by President Clinton to 
serve on the Federal Council on Aging 
in 1993. In 1998, she was again called 
upon to serve on the Commission on 
the Status of Women by the San Mateo 
County board of Supervisors. Earlier 
this year, the board appointed her to 
another term. 

I am proud to count Alice as a friend, 
and her work has made the Peninsula a 
better place and strengthened the Fili-
pino-American community throughout 
the United States. 

Alex Esclamado left his homeland to 
pursue a better life and has been inspi-
rational in my district and across 
America with his newspaper, the Phil-
ippine News. Mr. Esclamado began pub-
lishing the paper out of his garage, and 
from the beginning has worked to pub-
lish original content with staff-written 
reports. His operation has grown by 
leaps and bounds. He no longer drives 
across the country handing out his 
newspaper; the Philippine News is now 
available for delivery in 47 states and is 
distributed through retailers in many 
of the largest cities in the nation. I am 
proud to say that the newspaper calls 
my district home. 

Mr. Speaker, these are but two of the 
many extraordinary individuals in the 
Filipino-American community. The vi-
brancy of my district can be directly 
attributed to our diversity, and I am 
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proud to celebrate 100 years of sus-
tained immigration that has so influ-
enced the Bay Area and all of the 
United States. I urge all of my col-
leagues to join me in stridently sup-
porting this legislation. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of House Concurrent Resolution 
218, which recognizes the centennial of sus-
tained immigration from the Philippines to the 
United States and acknowledges the contribu-
tions of our Filipino-American community to 
our country over the last century. What started 
out as a few hundred migrant farm workers in 
California and Hawaii has grown into the sec-
ond largest Asia Pacific American ethnic group 
in the United States today, and a cornerstone 
of the foundation of our nation. 

Since they first set foot in the United States 
in 1587, Filipinos have made extraordinary 
contributions to our nation’s economy, history, 
politics, and culture. Larry Itliong and the often 
overlooked Filipino farm workers worked hand- 
in-hand with Cesar Chavez to form the United 
Farm Workers. Together, they were respon-
sible for the movement that improved working 
conditions for farm workers in California, and 
indeed throughout our nation. Former Los An-
geles Rams Quarterback, Roman Gabriel, 
actor Rob Schneider, and Allan Pineda Lindo, 
better known as Apl of the Black Eyed Peas, 
are just some of the Filipino-Americans who 
continue to raise the profile of Filipino-Ameri-
cans in the fields of athletics, arts and enter-
tainment. On my home island of Guam, Fili-
pino-Americans are important leaders in our 
business community, several have served in 
our local legislature, and countless others 
have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Today, the contributions of the Filipino- 
American community remain strong throughout 
the United States, and are particularly evident 
in the Pacific Islands that are a part of the 
American family. Filipino-Americans have 
made the most out of the last 100 years since 
their ancestors arrived in Hawaii. They have 
moved up from the sugarcane plantations to 
assume prominent positions in public office. 
They have, at various times, served as Mem-
bers of the Hawaii House of Representatives, 
State Senators, Cabinet Members, an even 
Governors. 

However, perhaps the most significant Fili-
pino-Americans are the working professionals 
who continue to provide for their families while 
lending their strength to the community at 
large. They are teachers and farmers, lawyers 
and medical professionals whose work ethic 
and determination truly embody the spirit of 
the American dream. 

At a time when we are proud to stand up 
and say that we are American, we must not 
overlook the individual pieces upon which our 
nation stands. The contributions of the Fili-
pino-American community to our country are 
significant, and it is right that we salute all that 
they have done for our nation. 

On this occasion, let us recognize the his-
torical significance of sustained immigration 
from the Philippines to the United States. On 
Guam, I want to say ‘‘Maraming Salmat Po’’ to 
our Filipino-American community. Today, the 
Filipino Community of Guam (FCG) is an or-
ganization comprised of over 70 individual 
community groups through which several thou-
sand Filipino-Americans contribute to our is-
land. I join my colleagues in recognizing and 
honoring their accomplishments, and those of 
their Kababayan throughout the United States. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to express my support for H. Con. 
Res. 218, recognizing the centennial of sus-
tained immigration from the Philippines to the 
United States and acknowledging the contribu-
tions of our Filipino-American community to 
our country over the last century. 

The United States and the Philippines have 
a relationship full of tradition and history and 
both countries have a shared commitment to 
global peace, security, and prosperity. Cur-
rently, there are over 2 million Filipino-Ameri-
cans, the second largest Asian-American com-
munity in the U.S. These Filipino-Americans 
have made significant contributions in many 
areas including education, religion, business, 
labor, and the arts. 

Dating back to World War II, when the 
United States and the Philippines fought side 
by side against Japan in the Pacific, Filipino- 
Americans have served with dignity and brav-
ery in the United States Armed Forces. Today, 
many Filipino-American soldiers are fighting 
overseas in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

The Philippines is working closely with the 
United States to win the global war on terror. 
Ongoing Philippines initiatives to improve and 
expand international counterterrorism coopera-
tion encourage even better levels of commu-
nication between our two countries. 

I will continue to work with leaders in the Fil-
ipino-American community to ensure that rela-
tions between the United States and the Phil-
ippines continue to grow and prosper in the 
21st Century. I urge all of my colleagues to 
support H. Con. Res. 218. 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H. Con. Res. 218, a resolution rec-
ognizing the centennial of sustained immigra-
tion from the Philippines to the United States 
and acknowledging the contributions of our Fil-
ipino-American community to our country over 
the last century. 

Filipinos, as part of the Spanish galleons, 
first reached America as early as 1587, land-
ing in Morro Bay, California. In 1763, the first 
permanent Filipino settlement was established 
in Southern Louisiana near Barataria Bay. 

A mass emigration of Filipinos to the United 
States began in 1906. Some Filipinos known 
as pensionados or government scholars came 
for the purpose of furthering their education 
and training in the United States, but most 
were poor Filipinos who came to work for Ha-
waii sugarcane and pineapple plantations, 
California and Washington asparagus farms, 
Washington lumber and Alaska salmon can-
neries. 

Today there are over 2,300,000 Filipino 
Americans living in the United States. They 
and their forebears have made countless eco-
nomic, cultural, social and other notable con-
tributions to our nation. 

They, for example, played pivotal roles as 
labor leaders organizing unions and strategic 
strikes to improve working and living condi-
tions in the 1920’s. Filipinos have influenced 
the corporate landscape as CEOs and com-
puter software engineers. Filipinos have won 
Olympic gold medals as members of U.S. 
Olympic teams and served as Miss America. 
Furthermore, Filipinos have made strides po-
litically, helping to increase the diversity of 
America’s leadership. Benjamin J. Cayetano, 
in 1994, became the first Filipino American 
and only the second Asian Pacific Islander 
American elected Governor of a state of the 
Union. 

In addition to these contributions, we should 
also recognize Filipinos who answered Presi-
dent Franklin D. Roosevelt’s call to arms in 
World War II. At the war’s outbreak, Filipino 
Americans were barred from joining the armed 
forces. But in 1942, President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt issued a military order calling all or-
ganized military forces of the government of 
the Philippines into the service of the armed 
forces of the United States. Filipinos re-
sponded, serving under direction of the United 
States’ Military and fighting side by side with 
the Americans in Europe and Asia. Other Fili-
pinos contributed as civilians involved in the 
mobilization efforts during the war. At the end 
of the war, Filipinos had earned the accept-
ance and admiration of the American public. 

The Filipino veterans fought with gallantry 
under the most difficult conditions during the 
war and played a heroic role in defending 
freedom under the American Flag. However, 
the Recession Act of 1946 diverted Filipino 
soldiers of the veteran status and, con-
sequently, the veterans’ benefits. The Immi-
gration Act of 1990 gave 150,000 Filipino vet-
erans of World War II the opportunity to mi-
grate to the United States and a chance to ful-
fill an American Dream as promised by Presi-
dent Roosevelt. Although this is a step in the 
right direction, granting equitable benefits for 
Filipinos that fought with America in World 
War II would be an excellent way to recognize 
contributions Filipino-Americans have made to 
our country, since we all benefit from the free-
dom won in that war. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this important piece of legis-
lation. 

Mr. FARR. I rise in strong support of H. 
Con. Res. 218 that commemorates the sub-
stantial achievements of Filipino-Americans to 
our nation’s history. My district, comprised of 
Santa Cruz, Monterey and San Benito coun-
ties in California, owes a particularly large 
debt to the Filipino-American community. 

Starting in the late 1890’s, Chinese, Japa-
nese and Filipino farm laborers were the en-
gine for the development and growth of the 
Salinas Valley agricultural industry. Farm labor 
work on strawberry and peach farms was 
often back-breaking; laborers rose at dawn 
and worked until dusk, and were generally 
paid very poorly. 

Additionally, Filipino immigrants were often 
treated horribly and harshly discriminated 
against. Filipino farm workers formed the first 
organized group in the early history of the 
United Farm Workers Union. Despite these 
deplorable working conditions and societal ob-
stacles, over the last hundred years, Filipino- 
Americans on the Central Coast of California 
have enriched the quality of life for all Califor-
nians and for our nation as a whole. For ex-
ample, the Filipino Community Club of the 
Monterey Peninsula is an energetic non-profit 
community based centers in my district and 
serves as a cultural and civic hub for Filipinos 
living on the Central Coast. 

I am proud to represent a large and vibrant 
Filipino population and commend their centen-
nial of accomplishments to the United States. 
Mabuhay! 

b 1500 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 

further speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PETRI). The question is on the motion 
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offered by the gentleman from Utah 
(Mr. CANNON) that the House suspend 
the rules and agree to the concurrent 
resolution, H. Con. Res. 218. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE LOS ANGE-
LES GALAXY ON THEIR VICTORY 
IN THE 2005 MAJOR LEAGUE SOC-
CER CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 574) congratulating the 
Los Angeles Galaxy on their victory in 
the 2005 Major League Soccer cham-
pionship. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. RES. 574 

Whereas on November 13, 2005, the Los An-
geles Galaxy won the 2005 Major League Soc-
cer (MLS) championship by defeating the 
New England Revolution 1–0 in MLS Cup 
2005, in Frisco, Texas; 

Whereas the Galaxy’s victory in MLS Cup 
2005 was the team’s second MLS champion-
ship in the last four years, the first also won 
over the New England Revolution in a 1–0 
victory in MLS Cup 2002; 

Whereas the victory in the MLS Cup gave 
the Galaxy their second major championship 
of 2005, the first won by defeating FC Dallas 
in the Lamar Hunt U.S. Open Cup champion-
ship game in September; 

Whereas the owner of the Los Angeles Gal-
axy, Anschutz Entertainment Group, has 
made the Galaxy the model MLS club 
through sound management and by instilling 
a team-first philosophy; 

Whereas Galaxy’s success is a result of 
contributions by the entire team, including 
players Chris Albright, Benjamin Benditson, 
Pablo Chinchilla, Mubarike Chisoni, Steve 
Cronin, Ednaldo da Conceicao, Landon Dono-
van, Todd Dunivant, Michael Enfield, Josh 
Gardner, Herculez Gomez, Guillermo Gon-
zalez, Alan Gordon, Ned Grabavoy, Kevin 
Hartman, Ugo Ihemelu, David Johnson, Cobi 
Jones, Quavas Kirk, Tyrone Marshall, Paulo 
Nagamura, Joseph Ngwenya, Michael Nsien, 
Guillermo Ramirez, Troy Roberts, Marcelo 
Saragosa, Josh Saunders, Michael Umana, 
and Peter Vagenas; 

Whereas head coach Steve Sampson, and 
assistant coaches Afshin Ghotbi, Billy 
McNicol, and Ignacio Hernandez, Head Ath-
letic Trainer Ivan Pierra, Team Adminis-
trator Anthony Garcia, and Equipment Man-
ager Raul Vargas led the Galaxy to their sec-
ond MLS championship by stressing team-
work and determination; 

Whereas the Galaxy went undefeated dur-
ing the 2005 MLS playoffs, advancing to the 
MLS Cup by defeating the top-seeded San 
Jose Earthquakes and the Colorado Rapids 
in the Western Conference playoffs and scor-
ing seven goals and allowing just one over 
the span of four games, which included three 
shutouts; 

Whereas the Galaxy’s ability to win this 
season despite several player absences due to 
call-ups by the United States men’s national 
team is a testament to the skill of the coach-
ing staff and the desire of the team to play 
with pride for the city of Los Angeles; 

Whereas midfielder Guillermo Ramirez, 
who scored the game-winning goal of MLS 
Cup 2005 in overtime, was selected as the 
game’s Most Valuable Player, joining fellow 

Guatemalan and 2002 MLS Cup MVP Carlos 
Ruiz as the only Galaxy players ever to win 
this prestigious award; 

Whereas the Galaxy have the most devoted 
and spirited fans who contributed to eight 
sold out home games and brought the aver-
age home game attendance to 24,000 people 
this season; 

Whereas the Galaxy continue to captivate 
a growing and diverse audience from across 
Southern California; and 

Whereas all of Southern California is proud 
of the accomplishments of the Los Angeles 
Galaxy team, the entire Galaxy organiza-
tion, and the dedicated and faithful Galaxy 
fans throughout the 2005 MLS season: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) congratulates the Los Angeles Galaxy 
on their victory in the 2005 Major League 
Soccer championship; and 

(2) recognizes the dedication and teamwork 
of all the players, coaches, and staff of the 
Galaxy, all of whom were instrumental in 
helping the Galaxy win their second MLS 
Cup championship. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. CANNON) and the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. DAVIS) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise with some jealousy 
in support of House Resolution 574, in-
troduced by the distinguished gen-
tleman from California (Mr. BECERRA). 
This resolution would congratulate the 
Los Angeles Galaxy on their victory in 
the 2005 Major League Soccer cham-
pionship. It is my hope that the Salt 
Lake Real may someday emulate the 
Galaxy. 

The second MLS title for the club, 
the 1–0 win over the New England Rev-
olution in extra time, marked the 
dominance of one of the most experi-
enced and talented teams in Major 
League Soccer. Although a veteran 
squad, the beginning of the season was 
plagued with inconsistent play in 
which the team fought to recover. The 
ups and downs of the season, however, 
did not stop the Galaxy from concen-
trating on reaching the title contest. 

After a loss in the regular season fi-
nale, the Galaxy made one of the most 
impressive runs in playoff history. 
They knocked off the number one seed 
in the West in the first round and then 
took the road to beat Colorado. Fi-
nally, when reaching the champion-
ship, they took out the number one 
seeded team in the East with a thrill-
ing goal from Guillermo Ramirez in the 
first overtime period. Now qualified for 
two international tournaments next 

season, the Galaxy has a chance to re-
peat as MLS champions, as well as a 
chance to give their fans and sup-
porters an even more exciting and sat-
isfying season. 

I urge all Members to join me in con-
gratulating the Los Angeles Galaxy in 
their successful and momentous season 
by adopting House Resolution 574. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, on November 13, 2005, 
the Los Angeles Galaxy of Major 
League Soccer became only the third 
team in Major League Soccer history 
to win the MLS cup more than once. 
The storied history of the Galaxy has 
included an impressive five appear-
ances in the MLS cup, championship 
and two victories. The Galaxy is one of 
the premier teams in Major League 
Soccer and has made the playoffs in all 
nine seasons of MLS history. 

The Galaxy is beloved by their fans 
and boasts one of the strongest fan 
bases in the league. Over 88,000 fans 
jammed the stadium and hills around 
the stadium to watch their team in an 
exhibition match with Mexican League 
team Chivas USA in what is being 
dubbed as the Super Classico. The Gal-
axy not only came away victorious but 
showed the crowd that professional 
soccer has come into its own in the 
United States. 

The Galaxy overcame significant 
odds to win this title. They lost players 
to injury and to the U.S. national 
team, but the team persevered. The 
Galaxy recorded an amazing three 
shut-out victories on the way to their 
second MLS cup, and they outscored 
their opponents in the playoffs by a 
margin of seven goals to just one. This 
was truly a dominating performance by 
the Galaxy. They represented the City 
of Los Angeles and their fans with 
honor, and so I encourage this body to 
recognize their accomplishments by 
supporting this resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not believe that I 
am going to have any other requests 
for time, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. CANNON. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
thank the gentleman from California 
(Mr. BECERRA) for having introduced 
this bill, and I urge Members to sup-
port adoption of House Resolution 574. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. CANNON) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the House resolution, H. Res. 
574. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the reso-
lution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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