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how Air Force chaplains can pray, and if ap-
proved, those guidelines may well be imple-
mented throughout the entire DoD. We be-
lieve that the Air Force’s suppression of reli-
gious freedom is a pervasive problem 
throughout our nation’s Armed Forces, and 
it has come to our attention that in all 
branches of the military it is becoming in-
creasingly difficult for Christian chaplains 
to use the name of Jesus when praying. 
There are currently no laws or regulations 
that prohibit chaplains from praying accord-
ing to their respective denominations or dif-
ferent faiths, and we are deeply concerned 
that chaplains are now being instructed on 
what to say when they pray. 

Throughout our nation’s history, chaplains 
not only have remained an integral part of 
our military, but they also have always 
prayed according to their faith tradition; 
and Christian chaplains have always been 
able to pray using the name of Jesus. We be-
lieve that if Christian chaplains are chosen 
to pray before a professional setting, then 
they—as with the chaplain of any other 
faith—have a constitutional right to adhere 
to the religious expressions of their faith. 
Praying in the name of Jesus is a funda-
mental part of Christian belief and to sup-
press this form of expression would be a vio-
lation of religious freedom. 

The current demand in the guidelines for 
so-called ‘‘no-sectarian’’ prayers is merely a 
euphemism declaring that prayers will be ac-
ceptable only so long as they censor Chris-
tian beliefs. Current surveys in the military 
indicate that upwards of 80 percent of sol-
diers identify themselves as Christians, and 
such censorship of Christian beliefs is a dis-
service not only to Christian chaplains, but 
also to the hundreds of thousands of Chris-
tian soldiers in the military who look to 
their chaplains for comfort, inspiration, and 
support, just as our military soldiers of 
other faiths look to the chaplains of their 
faith. 

While some military members may find 
certain prayers to be offensive and wrongly 
claim that they are not non-pluralistic, we 
believe these restrictions raise constitu-
tional issues involving the Establishment. 
Free Exercise and Free Speech Clauses of the 
First Amendment (There are numerous other 
offensive provisions throughout the proposed 
guidelines. including the onerous provision 
that chaplains can only speak of their faith 
with officers—the ‘‘peer to peer’’ provision). 
Officially inhibiting or defining what chap-
lains can and cannot say in effect establishes 
an official religion and burdens our mili-
tary’s chaplains’ right of free speech. 

We are requesting that you, as Commander 
and Chief, protect by Executive Order the 
constitutional right of military chaplains to 
pray according to their faith. 

With deep concern, 
Walter B. Jones, Sam Johnson, Joseph 

Pitts, John Hostettler, Trent Franks, 
Joel Hefley, Scott Garrett, Robert 
Aderholt, Virginia Foxx, Dave Weldon, 
J. Gresham Barrett,Randy Neugebauer, 
Jo Ann Davis, Michael Bilirakis, Frank 
R. Wolf, John Culberson, Henry Brown, 
Melissa Hart, Steve Chabot, Louie 
Gohmert. 

Jeb Hensarling, Virgil H. Goode, Jr., Rob 
Bishop, Darrell Issa, Spencer Bachus, 
Michael E. Sodrel, Ron Lewis, Steve 
King, W. Todd Akin, Robin Hayes, Don-
ald Manzullo, Marilyn Musgrave, Mark 
Souder, Mike McIntyre, K. Michael 
Conaway, Jim Ryun, Charles W. ‘‘Chip’’ 
Pickering, J. Randy Forbes, Todd 
Tiahrt, Ron Paul. 

Katherine Harris, Tom Price, Sue 
Myrick, Bob Beauprez, Roger Wicker, 
Howard P. ‘‘Buck’’ McKeon, Jeff Mil-
ler, Gil Gutknecht, Rodney Alexander, 

John Sullivan, Joe Wilson, John R. 
Carter, Mike Rogers, Bob Inglis, Luis 
Fortuño, Bobby Jindal, Michael Turn-
er, Michael McCaul, Wally Herger, C. 
L. ‘‘Butch’’ Otter, Michael C. Burgess, 
Dan Burton, Phil Gingrey. 

Mr. Speaker, a couple of other points 
and then I will start closing. 

For 4 years I have heard from chap-
lains around this Nation in letter, 
meeting with them in person, by tele-
phone, and they have told me just how 
concerned and disappointed they are 
that they do not have the freedom. Let 
me at this time read a letter from a 
marine major written to me in May of 
this year, getting ready to go to Iraq. 
He is in Iraq tonight, and I hope and 
pray that all of our men and women in 
uniform are safe. 

He said: ‘‘Dear Congressman Jones, I 
am a member of the military, and 
there is something that I think you 
should know. 

‘‘Before my last change of command, 
my chaplain came to me and asked if I 
minded if he mentioned Jesus in his 
prayer given at the start of the cere-
mony. I was surprised by the question 
since the prayer was for me and my 
family and we are Christian and we 
specifically desired he do so. He alluded 
to the fact that he and other chaplains 
have been asked not to mention Jesus 
Christ. This startles and frightens me 
that one’s faith is being infringed upon 
even within our own military. I strong-
ly believe in religious freedom, and I 
hope you understand my grave con-
cerns about forces that would try to 
limit it. 

‘‘I hope you can find support to stop 
this intolerance that is creeping into 
all walks of life. Sincerely.’’ 

This, again, is a marine major who is 
in Iraq fighting for freedom for the 
Iraqis and for those in Afghanistan. 

Mr. Speaker, the last letter I want to 
make reference to is from a chaplain in 
the United States Army, and he wrote: 
‘‘Thank you for your interest in ending 
the religious persecution that exists in 
our military today. I am a chaplain in 
the United States Army, and I can tell 
you in all honesty that religious perse-
cution is taking place in the Army on 
a daily basis. The persecution centers 
on Christian chaplains praying in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Addi-
tionally, I have personally been subject 
to heavy-handed intimidation by a sen-
ior chaplain.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, there is story after 
story after story that I could share 
with the Members on the floor tonight, 
but because of time, I can only give 
those two situations. But this is a 
grave situation that we in Congress, 
like the young man tonight from Cali-
fornia that was sworn in, Mr. CAMP-
BELL, hold up our hand to protect the 
constitutional rights of the people of 
this great Nation. Please, Mr. Speaker, 
as I close, I ask that we in this Con-
gress defend the first amendment right 
of all of our chaplains. 

And I close by asking God to please 
bless our men and women in uniform 
and God continue to bless America. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. WYNN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. WYNN addressed the House. His 
remarks will appear hereafter in the 
Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF PORTLAND’S WOMEN’S 
SOCCER TEAM FOR WINNING THE 
NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent to take the 
Special Order time of the gentleman 
from Maryland (Mr. WYNN). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, we 
have had a great deal of give and take 
on the floor this evening, important 
issues that we have discussed through-
out the day. But I am pleased this 
evening to rise to recognize the out-
standing accomplishments of the wom-
en’s soccer team for the University of 
Portland, which this last weekend won 
their second national championship in 
the last 3 years. The Lady Pilots fin-
ished the season undefeated. They set a 
single-season attendance record, or 
rather their rabid fans did, over 40,000, 
the first time this has ever happened. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a very solid pro-
gram that was built by the late Clive 
Charles, the legendary soccer coach, a 
solid foundation that has made a tre-
mendous difference for women’s soccer 
in our State of Oregon and around the 
country. 

It is my pleasure to extend congratu-
lations to President Bill Beauchamp, 
Coach Garrett Smith, and the players: 
the 2005 College Cup MVP for the of-
fense, Christine Sinclair; the defensive 
MVP, Cori Alexander; and College Cup 
all tournament team members, Steph-
anie Lopez, Angie Woznuk, Megan 
Rapinoe, and Lindsey Huie. They are 
truly a work of art to watch, the cama-
raderie, the spirit, the drive and deter-
mination of this team. It has per-
formed at an outstanding level for over 
a dozen years now. 

Somewhere in heaven I know the late 
Clive Charles is smiling, and in Port-
land the entire community is cheering. 

f 

POLITICAL PROGRESS IN IRAQ 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 65 
years ago today our Nation was at-
tacked by enemies of freedom, and we 
heeded the call to action. The Greatest 
Generation battled tyranny and then 
led the effort to help Europe rebuild. 

On September 11, 2001, another day 
that will live in infamy in our Nation’s 
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history, our mission once again became 
clear. On that day 4 years ago, Islamic 
fanatics killed 3,000 souls, but would 
have delighted in killing 10 or 100 times 
that number. Our shores and subse-
quently those of our allies were at-
tacked. 

Collectively, we resolved to root out 
and eliminate the scourge of evil re-
sponsible for these threats. And as a 
global leader, refusing to be victimized 
and surrender to those who seek our 
destruction, the United States assumed 
the responsibility, as it has done many 
times before, to protect not just our 
homeland but, in the words of Woodrow 
Wilson, to make the world safe for de-
mocracy. 

And so it is that for freedom’s sake 
we must fulfill our mission in Iraq. 

I am proud that my stepson, Douglas 
Lehtinen, and his fiancee, Lindsay Nel-
son, are serving as marine officers in 
Iraq, flying F–18s. The men and women 
in their squadron are proud of their 
mission of victory in Iraq. 

Vice President DICK CHENEY summed 
things up quite appropriately on Tues-
day of this week when he addressed our 
troops in Fort Drum, New York. He 
said, ‘‘Were we to leave, Iraq would re-
turn to the rule of tyrants and become 
a massive source of instability in the 
Middle East.’’ 

b 1845 

Our mission is not easy. But our ef-
forts and the noble sacrifice of our fine 
troops are yielding results. The 
naysayers and the fatalistic, those who 
question the ability of our U.S. forces 
to succeed refuse to acknowledge the 
political and psychological trans-
formation that is taking place in Iraq, 
and the long-term positive impact that 
our efforts in Iraq will have in helping 
to curtail the spread of Islamic extrem-
ist and jihadist activities. 

Today, Saddam Hussein is on trial 
for his crimes against humanity. And 
most of the villainous heirs to his leg-
acy have been neutralized. Together 
with our Iraqi allies, we are prevailing 
against a brutal insurgency and assist-
ing the people of Iraq in their efforts to 
create a truly representative free mar-
ket Arab democracy in a region pol-
luted with despotic regimes. 

Tangible examples of success include, 
in January, the people of Iraq held 
their first free democratic election for 
the transitional national assembly. 
The turnout for this election was as-
tonishing. Roughly 8.5 million Iraqis 
risked their lives to participate. 

This was followed by the drafting of 
a new constitution. The debate on the 
various provisions in the Constitution 
was a perfect example of how the Iraqi 
people are exercising those funda-
mental freedoms protected from a 
Democratic society. 

Today, the Iraqi people prepare for 
elections next week that will continue 
Iraq’s transformation from a brutal to-
talitarian state to a free and Demo-
cratic Nation. But it is not just our ob-
servations that tell the story of the 

progress that we are making and the 
need to forge ahead. 

Iraqis themselves are expressing opti-
mism as shown by a survey last month 
by the International Republican Insti-
tute. This survey indicated that 56 per-
cent of Iraqis thought that things 
would be better in 6 months. Just the 
other day, The Washington Post quoted 
an Egyptian democracy advocate who 
was an early opponent of the war in 
Iraq, admitting that any way you look 
at it, toppling Saddam Hussein has 
unfrozen the Middle East he said, just 
as Napoleon’s 1798 expedition did. Elec-
tions in Iraq forced the theocrats and 
the autocrats to put democracy on the 
agenda, he said. 

Not least significantly, Mr. Speaker, 
Iraq’s quest for liberty has had an in-
teresting ripple effect throughout the 
region. For example the Syrians have 
been significantly pushed back in Leb-
anon, and Assad’s tyrannical regime 
has been impressively weakened. 

To those who claim that we need to 
pack up and depart, mission incom-
plete, who demand the need for bench-
marks and the transfer of authority, I 
say open your eyes. For 2 years, we 
have been doing just that. Setting 
benchmarks and meeting them. 

Benchmarks relating to the transfer 
of authority. Benchmarks for Iraqis to 
take helm of leadership positions, for 
elections to choose a national assem-
bly. Benchmarks to select a constitu-
tion. My colleagues, let us recall the 
words of former President Ronald 
Reagan, who said, the ultimate deter-
minant in the struggle now going on 
for the world will be but a test of wills 
and ideals, a trial of spiritual resolve 
for the values we hold, the beliefs we 
cherish, and the ideals to which we are 
dedicated. With freedom on our side, 
we cannot fail. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCAUL of Texas). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FILNER) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

PROGRESS IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, Iraq’s 
final general election will be held a 
week from tomorrow, December 15. 
Iraqis have paid a great price to get to 
this point. 30 years under Saddam Hus-
sein, the last 21⁄2 years, thousands of 
Iraqi have died in a conflict. 

The United States has paid a great 
price. Over 2,000 of our finest soldiers 
have been killed, many more have been 
wounded, billions of dollars have been 
spent, some have said this is a quag-
mire, some have compared it to Viet-
nam. And yet, I think it is appropriate 

to mention at this time that progress 
has been made. 

Now I will mention several areas in 
which considerable progress has been 
made. First of all, in the area of edu-
cation, 774 schools have been built or 
renovated since the conflict began. We 
see an 80 percent increase in attend-
ance in schools in Iraq. Most of these 
increases are due to young women who 
have never attended school previously. 

We have had 36,000 teachers trained 
in Iraq since the conflict began. In the 
area of health care, 17 hospitals either 
have been built or are currently under 
construction. 142 health clinics are 
under construction today or have been 
completed. And 3.2 million children 
under the age of 5 have been vac-
cinated. This is roughly 97 to 98 per-
cent of that population. 

As far as the economy is concerned, 
we see many small business starting to 
spring up. Cell phones, satellite dishes, 
newspapers, television stations are ap-
parent at every turn. And there are 1 
million more automobiles today in Iraq 
than prior to the conflict. So the econ-
omy is not perfect, but it is getting 
better. 

As far as the government, we have 
mentioned many times that the con-
stitution, of course, has been written 
out, approved October 15 by more than 
70 percent of the people. The Sunnis 
voted in large numbers. And now the 
election is December 15. 

As far as the plan to get out of Iraq, 
the exit strategy, we often hear that 
there is no plan. The plan has been 
very clear from almost day one to train 
and equip 270,000 Iraqis. To date we are 
at 211,000 Iraqis trained and equipped. 
There are many areas of Iraq that are 
totally under Iraqi control with no 
U.S. forces present or even as back-ups. 

This is something that oft times is 
not reported. So this is a critical time. 
We often hear people say, well, the 
Iraqis want us to leave. I think that is 
true. They would like to see us out of 
there. But if you ask them, they will 
tell you, not yet. Not at this point. Not 
at this turning point. 

So I think that we have all of this 
discussion now going on about our pull-
ing out. And this discussion to the ef-
fect that we are losing, that we cannot 
win. These comments go world-wide, 
and they are made by policy makers, 
often here in Washington. And they 
certainly carry weight in the Middle 
East. And I would like to make an ob-
servation from the world of athletics, 
something I know a little bit about. 
There are some principles of competi-
tion that I think apply, not just to ath-
letics, but to military conflict as well. 

And I would say, first of all, number 
1, never tell your team that you cannot 
win. You would not tell them that be-
fore the game, you would not tell them 
at half time, you would not tell them 
in the fourth quarter that they cannot 
win and that they are not winning, be-
cause there is such a thing as self-ful-
filling prophecy. 

This is something that no coach 
would do, nobody who is responsible 
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