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seem to know no bounds. The year
began with the aftermath of the hor-
rendous tsunami in Southeast Asia,
only to be followed by a brutal hurri-
cane season which included hurricanes
Katrina and Rita.

While we in the United States have
rightly come to associate these hurri-
canes with the apocalyptic destruction
that they inflicted on our Gulf Coast
States, Hurricane Katrina and Hurri-
cane Rita also tore through much of
Mexico, Costa Rica, El1 Salvador, Gua-
temala, and Nicaragua. Some of the
worse loss of life as a result of these
storms occurred in Guatemala, where
more than a thousand men, women and
children were killed and where more
than 120,000 people had the normalcy of
their lives shredded to bits by the ava-
lanches of mud and debris.

The hurricanes brought similar
havoc in Mexico and Central American
countries. In Mexico, some 400 people
in southern states like Oaxaca were
forced to evacuate to shelters and up to
40 percent of the homes in popular
tourist destinations like Cancun were
severely damaged.

Mr. Speaker, as we continue to con-
tribute to the rebuilding and recovery
efforts in Mexico and in affected Cen-
tral American countries, we must en-
sure that our joint efforts to recon-
struct homes, health facilities, schools
and other buildings increase the likeli-
hood that these structures will with-
stand similar natural disasters which
are sure to come in the future.

Working with volunteers from two
organizations based in my congres-
sional district, I believe twin strategies
are necessary to help guarantee that
these structures are safe and strong. A
friend and neighbor of mine, David
Rivard, created an organization called
Codes and Safety for the Americas,
CASA, while his wife created an orga-
nization called Airline Ambassadors
International. David and Nancy Rivard
are extraordinary and exemplary citi-
zens, giving of their own time, energy,
effort, and resources to help our neigh-
bors in this hemisphere.

Mr. Speaker, we must ensure that re-
construction which is financed by the
United States taxpayer is less likely to
succumb to hurricane-force winds or be
built in mudslide-prone areas. Building
projects funded by USAID must be
models of quality construction. We also
must cultivate a culture of code com-
pliance in developing countries
through exchanges of building profes-
sionals, educational seminars, and
other expertise-sharing programs.

I look forward to working with the
administration and these two organiza-
tions in making the strategies a reality
in our rebuilding efforts around the
globe. In the meantime, today’s resolu-
tion achieves the objective of building
safe and sturdy dwellings by sup-
porting the adoption and implementa-
tion of disaster-mitigation techniques
by the governments and construction
sectors of countries which are prone to
natural disasters. I urge all my col-
leagues to support this resolution.
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | would like
to thank my colleague and Chairman of the
Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere,
Congressman BURTON, for sponsoring this im-
portant legislation mourning the loss of life re-
sulting from hurricanes and flooding in Central
America.

We are discussing this resolution as the
record fourteenth hurricane of the season,
Hurricane Epsilon, still rages. Although Hurri-
cane Epsilon has moved out to the Atlantic
where it poses no threat to land, we were not
so lucky with Hurricane Beta. This hurricane
slammed into Nicaragua in late October and
caused a great deal of damage, flooding and
forced evacuations in both Nicaragua and
neighboring Honduras. And Hurricane Wilma
left its imprint not only on Mexico but on our
own state of Florida, just one week before
Hurricane Beta hit.

This has been a difficult and trying hurricane
season throughout our hemisphere. And it has
been made even more difficult by the fact that
many Central American countries are still try-
ing to rebuild after hurricanes from previous
years, such as 1998’s devastating Hurricane
Mitch.

So | strongly support this resolution, which
expresses our heartfelt condolences and
deepest sympathies to the victims of flooding
and mudslides caused by the various hurri-
canes. It also pledges our support to the coun-
tries of Central America that have been hit
hardest by multiple hurricanes this year, and
our help in rebuilding their infrastructure and
economies.

And let’s be clear—the region will need not
only our help, but the help of the entire inter-
national community. Guatemala, El Salvador,
Mexico, Nicaragua, Haiti, Cuba and Costa
Rica were all hit by damaging winds and
drenching rains this hurricane season, causing
widespread destruction and flooding.

The magnitude of this devastation is stag-
gering. In Guatemala alone, the official death
toll is just over 670, although other sources
estimate that more than 2,000 people may
have perished and that hundreds are missing.
Across the region, tens of thousands of fami-
lies have been affected by these natural disas-
ters. Thousands of Central American families
have lost everything. They are in need of food,
clean water, clothes and shelter.

Just as Mexico and the countries of Central
America contributed to us during our time of
need after Hurricane Katrina, we should now
contribute to them.

So | am pleased that the US government,
particularly through USAID and the US Armed
Forces, has responded quickly with both initial
monetary and technical aid during this crisis.
While | encourage these efforts, we must be
sure to provide relief and long-term recon-
struction assistance to the affected commu-
nities.

Many of us on the Subcommittee were al-
ready concerned about poverty and inequality
in Central America and about proposed cuts to
core development funding for Central America.
| was pleased by the strong bipartisan support
the Subcommittee showed when almost every
Subcommittee Member joined me in sending a
letter in late October to the conferees on the
Foreign Operations bill urging them to restore
this funding.

While we continue the long-term fight to re-
duce poverty and inequality in Central Amer-
ica, we must also offer our condolences to the
victims of this most recent natural disaster.
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And | know that many of the victims’ fami-
lies live here in the United States. So | would
also like to acknowledge the actions of the US
Latino communities in DC, New Jersey, and
around the country, who quickly mobilized to
send money and aid to help the survivors. Our
diversity is our greatest strength and connects
us to almost every country in the world. When
tragedy strikes anywhere in the world, it also
is directly felt in the homes of US citizens who
still have family and friends in their countries
of origin.

Personally, | am deeply saddened by the
devastation and loss of life caused by massive
flooding, landslides, and hurricanes in Guate-
mala and throughout Central America. | would
like to express my deepest sympathies and
condolences to the victims and their families
and friends, both in Central America and here
at home.

| urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the concurrent
resolution, H. Con. Res. 280, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
the rules were suspended and the con-
current resolution, as amended, was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HUNGARIAN REVO-
LUTION

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 479) recognizing
the 50th Anniversary of the Hungarian
Revolution that began on October 23,
1956 and reaffirming the friendship be-
tween the people and governments of
the United States and Hungary, as
amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 479

Whereas on October 23, 1956, university stu-
dents marching through the streets of Buda-
pest were joined by workers and others until
their numbers reached some 100,000 Hun-
garian citizens protesting against the com-
munist government of Hungary and its domi-
nation by the Soviet Union, whereupon the
Hungarian Security Police opened fire on the
crowd and killed hundreds;

Whereas the Hungarian government under
Prime Minister Imre Nagy released political
prisoners, including major church leaders,
took steps to establish a multi-party democ-
racy, called for the withdrawal of all Soviet
troops from Hungary, announced Hungary’s
withdrawal from the Warsaw Pact, and re-
quested United Nations assistance in estab-
lishing Hungarian neutrality;

Whereas the Soviet Union launched a mas-
sive military counteroffensive against the
revolt on November 4, 1956, sending tens of
thousands of additional troops from the So-
viet Union and launched air strikes, artillery



December 6, 2005

bombardments and coordinated tank-infan-
try actions involving some 6,000 tanks which,
remarkably, the outnumbered and under-
equipped Hungarian Army and Hungarian
workers resisted for several days;

Whereas Prime Minister Imre Nagy was
seized by Soviet security forces despite as-
surances of safe passage for him to leave the
Yugoslav Embassy in Budapest where he
sought asylum, and he was taken to Roma-
nia and was subsequently tried and executed;

Whereas an estimated one thousand two
hundred Hungarians were tried and executed
by the post-1956 Hungarian government;

Whereas an estimated 200,000 Hungarians
fled their country in the aftermath of the
Soviet suppression of the Hungarian upris-
ing, and over 47,000 of these people eventu-
ally were able to settle in the United States,
where they have contributed to the cultural
diversity and the economic strength of this
country;

Whereas the uprising of the Hungarian peo-
ple in 1956 dramatically confirmed the wide-
spread contempt in which the Hungarians
held the Soviet Union and the underlying
weakness of the communist system imposed
by Soviet authorities in Central and Eastern
Europe, as well as the strength of popular
support for democratic principles and the
right of the Hungarian people to determine
their own national destiny;

Whereas on October 23, 1989, the Republic
of Hungary proclaimed its independence, and
in 1990 the Hungarian Parliament officially
designated October 23 as a Hungarian na-
tional holiday, indicating that the legacy of
the 1956 Revolution continues to inspire
Hungarians to this day;

Whereas the people of Hungary are begin-
ning a year-long celebration to mark the
50th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolu-
tion of 1956;

Whereas on March 12, 1999, the Government
of Hungary, reflecting the will of the Hun-
garian people, formally acceded to the North
Atlantic Treaty and became a member of
NATO and on May 1, 2004, Hungary became a
full member of the European Union; and

Whereas Hungary and the United States
continue to expand their friendship and co-
operation in all realms: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends the people of Hungary as
they mark the 50th anniversary of the 1956
Hungarian Revolution which set the stage
for the ultimate collapse of communism in
1989 throughout Central and Eastern Europe,
including Hungary, and two years later in
the Soviet Union itself;

(2) expresses condolences to the people of
Hungary for those who lost their lives fight-
ing for the cause of Hungarian freedom and
independence in 1956, as well as for those in-
dividuals executed by the Soviet and Hun-
garian communist authorities in the five
years following the Revolution, including
Prime Minister Imre Nagy;

(3) welcomes the changes that have taken
place in Hungary since 1989, believing that
Hungary’s integration into NATO and the
European Union, together with similar de-
velopments in the neighboring countries,
will ensure peace, stability, and under-
standing among the great peoples of the Car-
pathian Basin; and

(4) reaffirms the friendship and cooperative
relations between the governments of Hun-
gary and the United States and between the
Hungarian and American people.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. GALLEGLY) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS)
each will control 20 minutes.
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The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material on the resolution
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this is a resolution in-
troduced by the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS), the ranking mem-
ber on the Committee on International
Relations, and recognizes the 50th an-
niversary of the Hungarian Revolution
that began on October 23, 1956. It is es-
timated that 3,000 to 4,000 Hungarian
freedom fighters and 700 Soviet troops
were Kkilled during the uprising and
tens of thousands more were injured.
The resolution also reaffirms the
friendship between the people and gov-
ernments of the United States and
Hungary.

I am a cosponsor and strongly sup-
port H. Res. 479. The 1956 uprising by
the Hungarian people was one of the
most significant challenges to Soviet
domination of Central and Eastern Eu-
rope during the Cold War. The crack-
down by Soviet forces led to more than
200,000 Hungarians fleeing their coun-
try as refugees.

The brutality of the Soviet military
action weakened both the standing and
moral authority of the Soviet Union
and Communist Party that were active
in Western Europe. The 1956 Hungarian
uprising was a pivotal event in the
Cold War which eventually led to the
downfall of the Soviet Union and the
worldwide communist movement.

I urge passage of the resolution and
commend Mr. LANTOS for bringing at-
tention to this very important and his-
torical event.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support
of House Resolution 479. The 1956 Hun-
garian uprising against Soviet occupa-
tion and domination was the defining
event for Hungary in the 20th century.
It continues to be a critical element of
the Hungarian people’s identity and
the defining moment in the world’s
perception of Hungary well into the
21st century.

The 1956 Hungarian Revolution was
also a decisive event for the Soviet
Union, for the United States, and for
the entire world during the Cold War.

Beginning this fall and continuing
through November of 2006, the Hun-
garian people in Hungary and wherever
they live around the globe are proudly
celebrating the 50th anniversary of
their 1956 fight for freedom, democracy,
and independence.

Mr. Speaker, the Hungarian struggle
for freedom and recognition as an inde-
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pendent nation among the nations of
the world has been long and difficult.
In 1848, the Hungarian people united in
the fight to assert their independence
from the Hapsburg Empire, only to
have their liberty denied by Russian
troops which came to the aid of Aus-
tria. Although Hungary was given a
measure of autonomy in the Austro-
Hungarian monarchy, it was not until
the end of World War I that it became
a fully independent state, though with
considerably reduced territory.

After independence, Hungary suffered
increasingly authoritarian govern-
ments, fell into the Nazi Germany
sphere of influence, was eventually oc-
cupied by Nazi Germany military
forces, and at the end of World War II
was occupied by the Soviet Army,
when it began nearly a half century of
Soviet communist domination.

One of the brightest moments in the
Hungarian struggle for freedom and
independence came in October 1956
when university students, workers, and
Hungarians of all walks of life rallied
against the Soviet occupation of their
country.
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The local allies of the Soviets fought
against the popular uprising, but So-
viet troops initially withdrew from Bu-
dapest. The reform government of
Prime Minister Imre Nagy took steps
to establish a multiparty democracy,
called for the removal of all Soviet
troops, announced Hungary’s with-
drawal from the Warsaw Pact and re-
quested United Nations aid in estab-
lishing Hungarian neutrality.

The Kremlin saw the events in Hun-
gary as a fatal danger to communist
dominance of Central Europe and their
international status. Soviet troops
were ordered into Budapest. Massive
aerial and artillery bombardments and
6,000 Soviet tanks were launched
against the city. Struggling against
overwhelming odds, the Hungarian
workers and students continued the
fight, but in the end, they were over-
come by the crushing Soviet force.

The black and white television and
newsreel pictures of the fight for Buda-
pest seen by the American people and
the entire world were one of the most
powerful and enduring images of the
entire Cold War. In many ways, the
Hungarian Revolution of 1956 defined
the Cold War.

The uprising of the Hungarian people
dramatically confirmed the widespread
contempt in which the Soviet Union
was held even by its supposed allies.
The uprising exposed the underlying
weakness of the Communist system im-
posed by the Soviet Union, and it was
a spectacular demonstration of the
strength of support for democracy and
the right of peoples to determine their
own national destiny.

The revolution of 1956, Mr. Speaker,
remains a defining element of the iden-
tity of the Hungarian people. In the
late 1980s, as the Soviet noose around
Hungary and the other Soviet-domi-
nated countries of Central Europe
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began to loosen, the Hungarian people
again returned to the events of 1956 to
express their love for freedom and their
desire for independence.

In 1989, the official rehabilitation and
public reburial of Prime Minister Imre
Nagy who was tried and executed by
the Soviets for his role in 1956 was a
key marker of the reassertion of Hun-
garian independence. At the same time,
the rehabilitation of other individuals
who played a role in 1956 and the public
celebration of the uprising itself were
important in affirming Hungarian sov-
ereignty.

One of the most important symbolic
Hungarian actions during this time
was the government decision to for-
mally designate October 23 the date on
which the Hungarian uprising began, as
a national holiday of the Republic of
Hungary.

It is significant, Mr. Speaker, that
one of the key events bringing down
the Berlin Wall and bringing an end to
the Soviet Union and its dominance of
Central Europe was the Hungarian de-
cision in August of 1989 to open the
Hungarian border with Austria to East
German citizens.

East Germans who could not pass
through the Berlin Wall could travel
through Hungary and after August 1989
could go to Austria and then to West
Germany. More than any other event,
this bold Hungarian initiative led to
the collapse of the East German com-
munist regime and the opening of the
Berlin Wall.

Mr. Speaker, as Hungarians in Hun-
gary and around the world mark the
half century since the 1956 Hungarian
Revolution, it is so appropriate that we
in the United States Congress, on be-
half of the American people, join in af-
firming the significance of that event,
and that we express the condolences of
the American people to those who lost
their lives and their futures in their
fight for freedom and liberty.

The changes that have transformed
Hungary and its people in the last 15
years, the entry of Hungary into
NATO, its accession to the European
Union, its embrace of a free, open and
democratic society are possible be-
cause of what happened a half a cen-
tury ago.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this resolution
which affirms our friendship and co-
operation with the Hungarian govern-
ment and the Hungarian people.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, 1
would just like to conclude by again
commending my good friend from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS) for his leadership
and his passion on this resolution, and
join with him in urging our colleagues
to support the resolution.

Mr. Speaker, I have no further speak-
ers and would yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ADERHOLT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from

California (Mr. GALLEGLY) that the
House suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution, H. Res. 479, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further

proceedings on this question will be
postponed.
———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 6 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 6:30 p.m.

——
[ 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. CULBERSON) at 6 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H. Res. 438, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 535, by the yeas and nays;

H. Res. 479, by the yeas and nays.

The first and third electronic votes
will be conducted as 15-minute votes.
The second vote in this series will be a
5-minute vote.

——————

URGING MEMBER STATES OF THE
UNITED NATIONS TO STOP SUP-
PORTING RESOLUTIONS THAT
UNFAIRLY CASTIGATE ISRAEL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
pending business is the question of sus-
pending the rules and agreeing to the
resolution, H. Res. 438.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) that the House suspend
the rules and agree to the resolution,
H. Res. 438, on which the yeas and nays
are ordered.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 400, nays 1,
not voting 31, as follows:
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Abercrombie
Ackerman
Aderholt
Akin
Alexander
Allen
Andrews
Baca
Bachus
Baird
Baker
Baldwin
Barrett (SC)
Barrow
Bartlett (MD)
Barton (TX)
Bass

Bean
Beauprez
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Berry
Biggert
Bilirakis
Bishop (GA)
Bishop (NY)
Bishop (UT)
Blumenauer
Blunt
Boehlert
Boehner
Bonilla
Bonner
Bono
Boozman
Boren
Boswell
Boucher
Boustany
Boyd
Bradley (NH)
Brady (PA)
Brady (TX)
Brown (OH)
Brown (SC)
Burgess
Burton (IN)
Butterfield
Buyer
Calvert
Camp
Cannon
Cantor
Capito
Capuano
Cardin
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carter

Case

Castle
Chabot
Chandler
Chocola
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coble

Cole (OK)
Conaway
Conyers
Cooper
Costa
Costello
Crenshaw
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Davis (AL)
Davis (CA)
Dayvis (IL)
Davis (KY)
Davis (TN)
Davis, Jo Ann
Davis, Tom
Deal (GA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
DeLauro
DeLay
Dent
Diaz-Balart, L.
Dicks
Dingell
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[Roll No. 609]

YEAS—400

Doggett
Doyle
Drake
Dreier
Duncan
Edwards
Ehlers
Emanuel
Emerson
Engel
English (PA)
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans
Everett
Farr
Fattah
Feeney
Ferguson
Filner
Fitzpatrick (PA)
Flake
Foley
Forbes
Fortenberry
Fossella
Foxx
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Gallegly
Garrett (NJ)
Gerlach
Gibbons
Gilchrest
Gillmor
Gingrey
Gohmert
Gonzalez
Goode
Goodlatte
Gordon
Granger
Graves
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Grijalva
Gutknecht
Hall
Harman
Harris
Hart
Hastings (FL)
Hastings (WA)
Hayes
Hayworth
Hefley
Hensarling
Herger
Herseth
Higgins
Hinojosa
Hobson
Hoekstra
Holden
Holt
Honda
Hooley
Hostettler
Hoyer
Hulshof
Hunter
Hyde
Inglis (SC)
Inslee
Israel
Issa
Istook
Jackson (IL)
Jackson-Lee
(TX)
Jefferson
Jenkins
Jindal
Johnson (CT)
Johnson (IL)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jones (NC)
Kanjorski
Keller
Kelly
Kennedy (MN)
Kennedy (RI)
Kildee
Kilpatrick (MI)
Kind

King (IA)
King (NY)
Kingston
Kirk
Kline
Knollenberg
Kolbe
Kucinich
Kuhl (NY)
LaHood
Langevin
Lantos
Larson (CT)
Latham
LaTourette
Leach
Lee
Levin
Lewis (CA)
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (KY)
Linder
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Lofgren, Zoe
Lowey
Lucas
Lungren, Daniel
E.
Lynch
Mack
Maloney
Manzullo
Marchant
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul (TX)
McCollum (MN)
McCotter
McCrery
McDermott
McGovern
McHenry
McHugh
McIntyre
McKeon
McMorris
McNulty
Meehan
Meek (FL)
Meeks (NY)
Melancon
Menendez
Mica
Michaud
Millender-
McDonald
Miller (FL)
Miller (MI)
Miller (NC)
Miller, Gary
Miller, George
Mollohan
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (KS)
Murphy
Musgrave
Myrick
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal (MA)
Neugebauer
Ney
Northup
Norwood
Nunes
Nussle
Oberstar
Obey
Ortiz
Osborne
Otter
Owens
Oxley
Pallone
Pascrell
Pastor
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Pence
Peterson (MN)
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