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In recent years, especially since 9/11,
Congress has been totally negligent in
its duty to protect U.S. citizens from
Federal Government encroachment on
the rights of privacy. Even prior to 9/
11, the Echelon worldwide surveillance
system was well entrenched, moni-
toring all telephones, faxes, and e-
mails.

From the 1970s forward, national se-
curity letters were used sparingly in
circumventing the legal process and
search warrant requirements. Since 9/
11 and the subsequent passage of the
PATRIOT Act, however, the use of
these instruments has skyrocketed
from 300 annually to over 30,000. There
is essentially no oversight nor under-
standing by the U.S. Congress of the
significance of this pervasive govern-
ment surveillance. It is all shrugged off
as necessary to make us safe from ter-
rorism. Sacrificing personal liberty
and privacy, the majority feels, is no
big deal.

We soon will vote on the conference
report reauthorizing the PATRIOT
Act. Though one would argue there has
been a large grass-roots effort to dis-
credit the PATRIOT Act, Congress has
ignored this message. Amazingly, over
391 communities and seven States have
passed resolutions highly critical of
the PATRIOT Act.

The debate in Congress, if that is
what one wants to call it, boils down to
whether the most egregious parts of
the act will be sunsetted after 4 years
or 7 years. The conference report will
adjust the numbers, and Members will
vote willingly for the ‘‘compromise’’
and feel good about their effort to pro-
tect individual privacy.

But if we are honest with ourselves,
we would admit that the fourth amend-
ment is essentially a dead letter. There
has been no effort to curb the abuse of
national security letters nor to com-
prehend the significance of Echelon.
Hard-fought liberties are rapidly slip-
ping away from us.

Congress is not much better when it
comes to protecting against the ero-
sion of the centuries-old habeas corpus
doctrine. By declaring anyone an
enemy combatant, a totally arbitrary
designation by the President, the gov-
ernment can deny an individual his
right to petition a judge or even speak
with an attorney. Though there has
been a good debate on the insanity of
our policy of torturing prisoners, hold-
ing foreigners and Americans without
charges seems acceptable to many. Did
it never occur to those who condemn
torture that unlimited detention of in-
dividuals without a writ of habeas cor-
pus is itself torture, especially for
those who are totally innocent? Add
this to the controversial worldwide
network of secret CIA prisons now
known of for 2 years and we should be
asking ourselves what have we become
as a people. Recent evidence that we
are using white phosphorus chemical
weapons in Iraq does nothing to im-
prove our image.

Our prestige in the world is slipping.
The war is going badly. Our financial
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system is grossly overburdened, and we
spend hundreds of hours behind the
scenes crafting a mere $5 billion spend-
ing cut while pretending no one knows
we can spend tens of billions in off-
budget supplemental bills, sometimes
even under unanimous consent.

It is time we consider the real pur-
pose of government in a society that
professes to be free: protection of lib-
erty, peaceful commerce, and Kkeeping
itself out of our lives, our economy,
our pocketbooks, and certainly out of
the affairs of foreign nations.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
DEFAZIO) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DEFAZIO. addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

IRAQ

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take my Special
Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr.
MCDERMOTT) is recognized for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker,
when it comes to Iraq, the President
and his administration continue to act
like cowboys in a western movie. When
will they learn? And until they do,
there will be no solution in Iraq.

The President stampeded the Amer-
ican people into a flawed, futile, and
fatal war; and this administration
keeps applying B-movie mentality to
real-life suffering. We have taken sides
in a war-torn nation, inadvertently
backing the Kurds and Shiites to the
detriment of the Sunnis.

This is not some clan fight on a
movie set that will get solved with a
new sheriff riding into town pro-
claiming peace and progress. But that
is what the administration’s current
strategy seems to be. Despite demands
by Iraqi Sunni leaders that American
forces stop new military operations,
the fighting continues unabated. And
like Vietnam, the latest administra-
tion tactic is to announce body counts,
as if that will promote confidence
among the American people. That same
tactic was used during Vietnam. It did
not work then, and it will not work in
Iraq. If anything, this latest tactic will
only deepen American resentment to
this war because the American people
know they are only being told part of
the story.

The Rumsfeld command is happy to
announce the number of insurgents
killed or captured, but they do not talk
much about the innocent Iraqi civil-
ians killed or wounded. They are not
announcing those numbers every day.
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Why not? If they killed or captured 80
insurgents, how many civilians were
injured or wounded in the process? Why
do they not tell us the whole story?

Iraq is an urban guerilla warfare, and
our brave soldiers should not be fight-
ing a house-to-house war that puts
them in maximum danger all the time.
There is no front line in Iraq because
every road is the front, every house is
the front, and every footstep is along
the front line. There is no safe haven
for our soldiers. Danger is everywhere
no matter where they sleep, no matter
what they eat, no matter how much
they try to forget this war for even a
moment.

And the administration calls this
progress. The American people see it as
a paralysis of leadership. The President
stampeded the Congress into a do-or-
die scenario, and now our soldiers keep
dying in the wrong place at the wrong
time and for the wrong reason.

When was the last time the President
even mentioned Osama bin Laden, the
terrorist who is supposed to have start-
ed this whole thing, this war on terror?

The White House has built an under-
ground bunker to keep out reality. The
truth cannot penetrate those walls of
denial, fortified with Presidential
speeches to carefully selected audi-
ences. Now the President is beginning
to say that he is not responsible for the
war in Iraq. The record is clear, Mr.
Speaker: this war was started by this
President and his war cabinet. They
got what they wanted. They got more
than they can handle. And every new
pronouncement from the White House
bunker widens the gulf between admin-
istration rhetoric and Iraq reality.

Reality may be missing in action at
the White House, but reality is front
and center with the American people.
Another Presidential speech with yet
another spin on why the President
wants this war will not do anything to
stabilize Iraq, promote peace, or create
democracy.

We are just learning about the latest
catastrophe. Now Americans soldiers
have to launch operations to uncover
hundreds of Sunnis abused, tortured,
and malnourished in a prison run by
the people we put in power.

Imposing our will is a prescription
for civil war and ethnic scandals in
Iraq. Imposing a Western blueprint on
a Middle Eastern culture will under-
mine any attempt at real peace. Iraq
needs the benefit of a Middle Eastern
solution, a cultural process that has
worked for thousands of years. Many in
the Middle East know this. Many have
tried to tell us. But we will not listen.
Their will, not ours, will define democ-
racy in Iraq. If we are serious about an
election in Iraq, we have to stop the
provocations.

America is at a crossroads: stability
or continued occupation of Iraq. The
Rumsfeld command now admits Amer-
ican soldiers could be there for a dec-
ade or more. That is occupation, and
nobody outside the administration fa-
vors it. Ten more years of house-to-
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house guerilla fighting is a failed mis-
sion and a guarantee of more U.S. lives
lost. 2,056 flags draped over 2,056 cof-
fins; 2,056 honor guards and 2,056 griev-
ing families paying respects of a grate-
ful Nation. And we are still counting.

Mr. President, you have to change
the course.

There’s a difference in a President leading
the nation through a time of crisis and this
President misleading the nation into precipi-
tating a crisis. We have a crisis. We need a
leader. We need a plan to return U.S. soldiers
to U.S. soil, not a decade from now, but right
now.

Announce a pull-out date and pull back the
troops to their camps.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair would remind Members to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

———

HONORING LCPL DANIEL
FREEMAN SWAIM

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to take my Special Order
at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise with a
very heavy heart today to express the
condolences of a grateful Nation and to
honor the life of Lance Corporal Daniel
Freeman Swaim, who passed away on
November 10, 2005, while serving in
Iraq.

A native of Yadkinville, North Caro-
lina, Lance Corporal Swaim spent his
childhood dreaming about becoming a
Marine. In fact, his one unfaltering
goal in life was to serve his country.
Lance Corporal Swaim achieved his
dream when he joined the U.S. Marine
Corps last summer after graduating
with high honors from Forbush High
School.

Lance Corporal Swaim was a loving
and caring son. He leaves behind his
parents, Michael and Rebecca Swaim,
and many friends throughout the com-
munity. May God bless them and com-
fort them during this very difficult
time.

We owe this brave soldier and his
family a tremendous debt of gratitude
for his selfless service and sacrifice.
Our Nation could not maintain its free-
dom and security without heroes like
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Lance Corporal Swaim who make the
ultimate sacrifice. Americans, as well
as Iraqis, owe their liberty to Mr.
Swaim and his comrades who came be-
fore him.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in hon-
oring Lance Corporal Daniel Swaim.
May God bless him.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
addressed the House. His remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

HONORING THE SERVICE OF THE
278TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGI-
MENT

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to take
my Special Order at this time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVIS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and honor
the brave men and women who serve
our country as part of the 278th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment as they re-
turn home to a State and Nation grate-
ful for their service.

The 278th Armored Cavalry Regiment
is one of two armored cavalry regi-
ments still in existence. The 278th is
known as the Tennessee Cavalry and is
headquartered in Knoxville, Tennessee.
The other ACR is part of the regular
Army.

The 278th was formed and reorga-
nized on June 21, 1977, from units and
elements of the 278th Infantry Brigade.
Additionally, units of the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions of the 117th Infantry Regi-
ment and several other units of various
types from the Tennessee Army Na-
tional Guard were added to round out
this regiment. The regiment’s motto,
“I Volunteer, Sir,” is taken from a
time in Tennessee’s history that exem-
plifies the attitude of the men and
women who serve in America’s Armed
Forces. In 1846, a call went out for 2,800
volunteers from the State of Tennessee
to take part in the War with Mexico;
38,000 Tennesseeans answered the call,
earning the Tennessee Militia the ever-
lasting nickname of ‘“Volunteers.” It is
from this heritage that the 278th Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment’s motto, I
Volunteer, Sir,”” originated.

This Regimental Shoulder Patch was
derived using the green color tradition-
ally associated with cavalry and
armor. The three white stars are adapt-
ed from the Tennessee State flag. The
blue divisions allude to the Tennessee,
the Houlston, and the French Broad
rivers, environs of the regiment.
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In June of 2004, the regiment was
alerted and mobilized in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom III, the third
phase of the deployment of U.S. forces
to Iraq. In November of 2004, they de-
ployed from Camp Shelby, Mississippi.
This regiment took on a slightly dif-
ferent look for this mobilization. It be-
came referred to as the 278th Regi-
mental Combat Team, from which this
organization derives a portion of its
history. Soldiers of the 278th were pri-
marily assigned in the Diy’ Ala prov-
ince northeast of Baghdad near the Ira-
nian border. The regiment replaced the
30th Heavy Separate Brigade of the
North Carolina Army National Guard.

The sheer size and scope of their mis-
sion continues to impress me. Over
3,000 soldiers from the Tennessee Na-
tional Guard are assigned to this divi-
sion.
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And their mobilization for the war in
Iraq was the largest in Tennessee his-
tory since World War II. As it was in
World War II, their aim was to restore
basic freedoms to a people who had
been stifled under the oppressive re-
gime of a tyrant dictator, a dictator
who would torture and kill his own
people because they were different than
him, or because they had the audacity
to express themselves in one form or
another.

While in Iraq, the 278th, like all of
our men and women serving in the Mid-
dle East, played a major role in what
we all hope to be watershed moments
in a democratic Iraq’s history. The
278th provided security for the Iraqi
people as they participated in their
first election which took place this
past January. For this election, the
troops distributed, picked up, and de-
livered ballots. They again provided
their support, this time to the Iraqi
army, during the vote on the new Iraqi
constitution in October 2005. They also
helped restore the basic infrastructure
necessary to get the Iraqi economy on
its feet and give the Iraqi people a lit-
tle foundation upon which they can
make the country their own.

They helped open schools, dig wells,
improve roads and establish basic serv-
ices, like of electricity, water and sew-
ers. They also helped establish numer-
ous hospitals. Thanks to the renova-
tion and construction of work done by
the 278th, more than 50 schools were
ready for classes, nearly 70 water and
sewer projects were completed, as were
25 electricity and power projects, 8
health clinics were established, and 32
road projects were finished.

Of course, the most harrowing part of
their mission was the daily fighting
with insurgents that they encountered
in northeastern Iraq. While working to
suppress insurgency, the 278th con-
ducted 13,000 combat patrols, oversaw
the destruction of 340 weapon caches of
bomb-making materials and 275 stock-
piles of unexploded ordinances.

Additionally, despite constantly
being under attack, the men and
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