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ED ROYBAL 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. HUNTER. I thank my friend for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, when I came out to 
speak about another issue that was 
very important to me, I did not realize 
that we were doing 1-minutes on our 
great friend Ed Roybal. 

I just wanted to add my voice as a 
Californian who came to Congress and 
was subject to Ed Roybal’s kindness 
and goodness and great sense of court-
liness and courtesy, that he will be 
deeply missed. Because the fabric of Ed 
Roybal is what makes this House run 
and gives us civility in difficult times. 
What a wonderful, fine gentleman and 
what wonderful treatment he accorded 
all of us in the California delegation, 
Republican and Democrat. 

f 

ED ROYBAL 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
join my colleagues to reflect upon the 
life and service of Ed Roybal. I had a 
great privilege in that I served all of 
the time that he and I served together, 
from 1981 until his retirement. 

I had the opportunity to serve on two 
of the appropriations subcommittees 
with Congressman Roybal. First on the 
Labor Health Subcommittee, on which 
I now serve with his daughter LUCILLE 
who does an extraordinary job and of 
whom I know he is extraordinarily 
proud. I then served with him as well 
on the Treasury Postal Subcommittee, 
a subcommittee that was very impor-
tant to me in my district because of 
my Federal employees. 

I was a young, new Member. Ed Roy-
bal was a mentor. Ed Roybal was some-
one who had great experience and wis-
dom and who taught me much as a 
Member of the House of Representa-
tives. He taught me about commitment 
to people and keeping people upper-
most in our minds as we considered the 
policies before the House and before 
the Appropriations Committee. 

I was privileged to work with Ed 
Roybal. I was privileged to learn from 
Ed Roybal. I was privileged to know a 
gentleman, an American, a proud Mexi-
can-American, and an American who 
made a difference. 

LUCILLE, as you sit there and listen 
to us talk, and you and I have talked 
before, I know that you are extraor-
dinarily proud to be the daughter of an 
American who made a difference, of a 
Mexican-American who made his peo-
ple proud, of a Californian who rep-
resented his State well. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise to 
honor the memory and the record of a 

great American, my friend and mentor, 
Chairman Ed Roybal. 
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SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POE). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 4, 2005, and under a 
previous order of the House, the fol-
lowing Members will be recognized for 
5 minutes each. 

f 

REPUBLICAN CREDIBILITY 
DROWNING IN SEA OF RED INK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, today 
House Republicans had the audacity to 
claim that they are getting tough on 
spending, that they are restoring fiscal 
discipline. But I say to my friends on 
the other side of the aisle, who do you 
think you are kidding? Do you not 
think the American public is watching 
what you have done? 

Just this morning, USA Today re-
ported on our Nation’s dire fiscal con-
ditions, quoting experts on both sides 
of the aisle. 

For example, the newspaper said: ‘‘To 
hear Comptroller General David Walk-
er tell it, the United States can be lik-
ened to Rome before the fall of the em-
pire. Its financial condition is ‘worse 
than advertised.’ It has a ‘broken busi-
ness model.’ It faces deficits in its 
budgets, its balance-of-payments, its 
savings, and its leadership.’’ 

The leadership, of course, of this city 
and this country is a Republican Presi-
dent, a Republican-led Senate, and a 
Republican-led House. 

Mr. Speaker, I have been a proud 
Member of this body for 25 years. For 
17 of those years, a Republican has oc-
cupied the White House. I would sug-
gest to my colleagues, there is one per-
son and only one person in America 
that can stop spending in its tracks, 
and that is the President of the United 
States. No single Member of Congress, 
no single member of the Senate, but a 
President can say ‘‘no’’ to spending. So 
when Presidents lament spending, they 
lament what they have done. 

Here is the reality, Mr. Speaker: in 
every single one of those 17 years, this 
country has had substantial deficits. 
Let me repeat that: 17 years of Repub-
lican leadership and 17 straight years 
of deficits. 

The Republican budget reconciliation 
bill would only perpetuate that record 
of irresponsibility and recklessness. 
Why? Because the net effect of their 
reconciliation package would add $20 
billion additional deficits in this coun-
try. Five years ago, the Bush adminis-
tration and this Republican Congress 
inherited from a Democratic President 
a 10-year budget surplus of $5.6 trillion 
and four consecutive budget surpluses 
from the Clinton administration. 

I call your attention to this chart: 
budget deficits, fiscal year 1982, the 
first fiscal year for which Ronald 
Reagan was responsible, to fiscal year 
2006, which is the current year we are 
budgeting for. Look at that, 17 straight 
years of Republican deficits, with no 
exception. 

Now the Republicans come to the 
floor and they say, oh, my goodness, we 
have had Iraq. We have, but when Ron-
ald Reagan said it was good morning in 
America, when he said the economy 
was doing extraordinarily well and 
that America was back and had an 
overwhelming reelection based upon 
that premise, guess what? We had a 
deficit of $212 billion. The next year we 
had a deficit of $221 billion. So the def-
icit picture you see on this chart is un-
blemished straight deficits until Bill 
Clinton is elected President of the 
United States. 

Then Bill Clinton, as you can see on 
this chart, introduced an economic 
plan on this floor, and I will get to 
that. 

President Bush had promised the 
American people that he would proceed 
with tax relief without fear of budget 
deficits, even if the economy softens. 
You will see he was dead flat wrong. So 
when you hear these Republicans make 
representations about what they are 
going to do, look at the 17 years Ron-
ald Reagan said he was going to bal-
ance the budget. He did not do it. 
George Bush the First said he was 
going to balance the budget. He did not 
do it. The present President of the 
United States said we can adopt his 
economic program and we would pay 
off the national debt, we would not 
spend a nickel of Social Security, and 
we would not spend a nickel of Medi-
care. He was wrong, or I might say, he 
misrepresented politely every one of 
those points, and has run up deficits of 
157, 377, 412, 319 and $323 billion. 

That record is one that ought to be 
rejected. Democrats have been united 
in rejecting those proposals. We will 
continue to take that posture. 

At the same time, Republicans have raised 
the debt limit not once, but twice, not three 
times—but four times in four years; $450 bil-
lion in 2002, $984 billion in 2003, $800 billion 
in 2004, and $781 billion this year. 

The interest payments on the national debt 
are now the fastest growing category of 
spending in our budget. 

So today, when Republicans say that they 
want to restore fiscal discipline, we must re-
spond: You have lost all credibility on this 
issue. 

President Bush has not vetoed one—not 
one—spending bill. 

Republicans rammed a prescription drug bill 
through this Congress that they insisted would 
cost $395 billion. But they suppressed a more 
accurate estimate, and now that legislation is 
expected to cost $1 trillion. 

The budget reconciliation bills are the Re-
publican Party’s latest charade. 

They say that they are cutting spending by 
some $54 billion—including cuts of $12 billion 
to Medicaid, $14 billion to student loans, $1 
billion to food stamps and $5 billion to child 
support programs. 
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But they also plan to cut taxes on the 

wealthiest people in America by $70 billion. 
Anyway you cut it, this Republican majority 

intends to increase the deficit, not reduce it. 
Even Alan Greenspan, the Chairman of the 

Federal Reserve, is sounding the alarm. Re-
cently, he said: ‘‘You should not be cutting 
taxes by borrowing.’’ 

Fortunately, not all Republicans are willing 
to participate in this irresponsible fraud. 

Last Thursday, for example, Senator 
VOINOVICH told the Washington Post: ‘‘I do not 
know how anyone can say with a straight face 
that when we voted to cut spending last week 
to help achieve deficit reductions, we can now 
then turn around two weeks later to provide 
tax cuts that exceed the reduction in spending. 
That is beyond me, and I am sure the Amer-
ican people.’’ 

So I implore my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle: Demonstrate the courage of 
your convictions. 

Put the interests of the American people 
ahead of the interests of your political party. 

Oppose these irresponsible reconciliation 
bills. 

Join Democrats in fighting to restore fiscal 
discipline to our budget. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP 
OF COACH BILL SNYDER OF 
KANSAS STATE UNIVERSITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Kansas (Mr. MORAN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I am here this evening to honor a leg-
end at Kansas State University, its 
football program coach Bill Snyder. At 
a press conference earlier today, Coach 
Snyder announced his retirement as 
the head coach of the Kansas State 
Wildcats after 17 seasons. Coach Sny-
der leaves behind a legacy of success 
for a football program, a school, and a 
community that is stronger and better 
because of his tremendous leadership. 

Football is a great American tradi-
tion, and this tradition is alive and 
well in Manhattan, Kansas. This is 
Wildcat country, where during football 
season Powercat flags are proudly 
flown and where Saturdays are spent at 
Wagner Field cheering K-State to vic-
tories. 

But times were different when Coach 
Snyder took over the Kansas State 
football program in 1988. Sports Illus-
trated had identified K-State as the 
worst college football program in the 
Nation. Undeterred, Coach Snyder took 
on the challenge, and through hard 
work and determination performed 
what has been labeled as the ‘‘Miracle 
in Manhattan.’’ 

By 1993, K-State had achieved a vic-
tory in the Copper Bowl. During the 
next 10 seasons, they would advance to 
bowl games, including the Cotton 
Bowl, Fiesta Bowl, and a memorable 
defeat over first-ranked Oklahoma in 
2003 to seize the Big 12 Championship. 

With 135 victories, Coach Snyder is 
K-State’s all-time winningest football 
coach. He is credited with orches-
trating what many regard to be the 

biggest turnaround in college football 
history. As former Oklahoma and Dal-
las Cowboy coach Barry Switzer once 
said, ‘‘Bill Snyder isn’t the coach of 
the year, and he isn’t the coach of dec-
ade. He’s the coach of the century.’’ 

Coach Snyder’s successes on the field 
are matched by his achievements off 
the field. He has taught his players the 
value of a sound work ethic, attention 
to detail and respect that has helped 
them succeed during the game as well 
as in the classroom and in their lives. 

Coach Snyder has used his promi-
nence in the hearts of K-State fans to 
promote causes that have strengthened 
the Manhattan community and our en-
tire State of Kansas. No one could deny 
the pride that has risen following K- 
State University President John 
Wefald’s decision to hire Coach Snyder. 
The school’s growing athletic program, 
flourishing and succeeding student 
body, visionary administration and 
supportive alumni have all contributed 
to Kansas State University being one 
of our country’s premier institutions of 
higher education. 

On behalf of many grateful Kansans, 
I thank Coach Snyder for his contribu-
tions. It will be hard to imagine K- 
State football without this legendary 
coach, but I wish him and his family 
the very best. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California 
addressed the House. His remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
PROGRAM AND PLAN FINDER 
COMPLICATED FOR SENIORS 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take the time of 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
GEORGE MILLER) since I am next on the 
list. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

TRIBUTE TO ED ROYBAL 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, first, I 
missed the earlier discussion of Chair-
man Ed Roybal, but I had the privilege 
of serving with him for a number of 
years on the Transportation Com-
mittee, and he was a wonderful inspira-
tion to a young Member of Congress. I 
was much younger then, and I learned 
a good deal during his leadership and 
would say that he provided a tremen-
dous leadership and a legacy for Cali-
fornians and all Americans in terms of 
his investment in transportation infra-
structure for America. So my condo-
lences to the family. 

I rise tonight to discuss the Medicare 
prescription drug benefit. I went online 
today to see what seniors would experi-
ence. It is fairly extraordinary, mind- 
boggling, particularly given the fact 
that a large number of seniors have 
never experienced the Internet. 

Seventy-six percent of seniors have 
never been online. I have. It was still 
not easy. Twenty-six percent of people 
on Medicare have cognitive impair-
ments. Some of my detractors on the 
other side of the aisle might say I have 
that, but I do not. Three million have 
visual impairments. I wear corrective 
lenses. And 2.3 million reside in nurs-
ing homes. 

These are all extraordinary com-
plications for an unbelievably, unnec-
essarily complicated program. Why was 
it constructed this way? For two rea-
sons: the pharmaceutical industry and 
the insurance industry, not the 40 mil-
lion seniors and others who are eligible 
for Medicare in this country. The bill 
was designed by the Republicans to re-
ward their very, very generous contrib-
utors in the pharmaceutical and insur-
ance industry. 

The insurance industry is an indus-
try, of course, which is exempt from 
antitrust law. It can and does collude 
to set prices, exclude people and is 
quite profitable. Then, of course, the 
pharmaceutical industry is the most 
consistently profitable industry in the 
world. 

They are both given subsidies 
through this legislation. We could have 
done something much simpler, much 
less expensive. This plan will cost $1 
trillion over 10 years for the American 
taxpayers in addition to incredible 
sums for seniors, particularly those 
who make wrong choices. 

In my little survey, 41 plans came up; 
and in comparing three, it is going to 
take me all night if I wanted to com-
pare all 41. I keep going back to the 
screen that only allows three at a time. 
My annual costs would vary between 
$2,457 and $5,243; and, of course, the 
pharmaceutical companies can change 
the drug benefit weekly. Seniors can 
change the plan once a year, and you 
know what will happen if they have 
large claims during the year and they 
actually get a benefit? They will be dis-
allowed. They will not be allowed to re-
enroll in that plan by the private in-
surance sector next year. There is 
nothing that requires that they be re-
enrolled if they are willing to pay the 
premiums to get the benefits. 

We could have had the government, 
like we do with the VA, go out and ne-
gotiate the lowest price for prescrip-
tion drugs for the Nation’s 40 million 
Medicare eligible citizens. That would 
have saved billions of dollars; but the 
Republicans said, well, that is unfair, 
that is anticompetitive. Well, no, actu-
ally we are forming a buying group. We 
are using market power to negotiate 
lower prices. They say, no, we should 
give subsidies to the pharmaceutical 
industry and subsidies to the non-
competitive insurance industry. That 
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