
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH10190 November 15, 2005 
resolution (H. Res. 515) of inquiry re-
questing the President of the United 
States to provide to the House of Rep-
resentatives certain documents in his 
possession relating to the anticipated 
effects of climate change on the coast-
al regions of the United States, which 
was referred to the House Calendar and 
ordered to be printed. 

f 

MEDICARE 

(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, this 
year marks the 40th year of Medicare. 
Two years ago, the 108th Congress 
passed significant legislation that 
filled in a missing link in Medicare. 
That missing link was the missing part 
of prescription drugs. 

Significant changes in the Medicare 
program are going to result in more 
services, more coverage, and more re-
sponsiveness from a program that, 
quite frankly, no longer lived up to 
what it needed to do, which is taking 
care of our seniors in a timely fashion, 
allowing them access to prescription 
drugs on a timely basis. 

Mr. Speaker, a lot of people are com-
plaining that there are too many plans 
and it is too complex. Two years ago 
we heard the opposite, that not enough 
plans would show up, and that it would 
be a default position that would only 
be offered to Medicare beneficiaries. 

The situation is complex because 
health care is complex, but these are 
important decisions. I urge people over 
this holiday season coming up to sit 
down with their mothers and fathers, 
to sit down with the Medicare bene-
ficiaries in their families and help 
them work through this process. I 
think we will find this to everyone’s 
betterment. 

f 

PERMISSION TO FILE CON-
FERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 3058, 
TRANSPORTATION, TREASURY, 
HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOP-
MENT, THE JUDICIARY, THE DIS-
TRICT OF COLUMBIA, AND INDE-
PENDENT AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
agers on the part of the House have 
until midnight, November 15, 2005, to 
file the conference report to accom-
pany H.R. 3058. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Michigan? 

There was no objection. 

f 

ED ROYBAL 

(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 

honor the life of Ed Roybal, a member 
of this House of Representatives, and 
also to honor the work that his daugh-
ter, my colleague, LUCILLE ROYBAL-AL-
LARD, does in this House. 

Ed Roybal for many of us was a path- 
maker. He was the first Mexican Amer-
ican on the City of Los Angeles City 
Council, and he was the first Mexican 
American from California to this House 
of Representatives. He is probably best 
known for his work in civil rights and 
his work on behalf of all people in Cali-
fornia. Tonight, we honor him. We 
honor him, because for many of us he 
was an inspiration, an inspiration that 
told us that we could be a politician, 
that we could be a legislator, that we 
could be a leader from our community. 

I hope that this House will remember 
the great work of that appropriator, Ed 
Roybal. 

f 

ED ROYBAL 

(Ms. SOLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I too wish 
to associate my words with our col-
leagues from California and honor the 
great legend, Congressman Ed Roybal. 
I had the privilege of knowing of his 
work. I worked with his daughter also 
when she was a member of the assem-
bly. Ed Roybal in the tradition of His-
panic politics really led the way for so 
many of us by creating an activism and 
participation that cannot be compared 
anywhere. 

He started NALEO, National Associa-
tion of Latino Elected Officials, and 
also was very much an advocate on 
health care. One of his major com-
prehensive health care centers is in 
East Los Angeles, and it stands there 
as a tribute to the work that he did 
tirelessly for the people in poverty, for 
the elderly, for seniors and helped es-
tablish the school of gerontology at 
USC and UCLA. 

He has been a wonderful individual 
role model for many of us, fighting dis-
crimination. He fought against Dodger 
Stadium in East L.A. in Chavez Ravine 
when developers wanted to displace 
low-income Mexican Americans back 
in that era. 

He is someone who will be strongly 
remembered by many of us. I know 
that his daughter serves very proudly 
representing his district, and I know 
that legacy will continue on. He is 
someone who fought for immigrants 
when it was not popular, was someone 
who fought for civil rights, for edu-
cation and for equal treatment and 
also for AIDS education and awareness. 

He was truly a pioneer and someone 
to this very day whose very history can 
be repeated here through, I think, the 
leadership of his daughter as well as 
other members of the Hispanic Caucus, 
which he was the first individual to 
start. He served as our Chair for that 
congressional caucus that now has 
been in operation, I would say, for 
more than 20 years, if not more. 

Mr. Speaker, with that, I would just 
pay tribute to the Roybal family and 
also to their daughter who serves with 
us here. 

f 

b 1930 

ED ROYBAL 

(Mr. GRIJALVA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to add my voice of homage and 
respect that we all have for Congress-
man Ed Roybal. 

Our entire Nation, and Latinos in 
particular, owe Congressman Roybal a 
huge debt of gratitude. We can mani-
fest our gratitude by holding true to 
the integrity, the values, the fairness 
that Congressman Roybal represented 
in this Chamber. 

We can also repay Congressman Roy-
bal by insisting that all Americans 
have an equal voice and demanding 
truth as a guiding principle in our gov-
ernment. 

I would not be here to celebrate the 
life of Ed Roybal if he had not blazed a 
path to which all of us aspire to follow 
in our political lives. Indeed, Congress-
man Roybal’s shoes cannot be filled, 
but we can all stay on the path. 

My sincere respect and pesame to the 
Roybal family and my thanks to Con-
gressman Roybal for sharing the possi-
bilities and raising our expectations. 
Congressman Roybal established our 
Hispanic Caucus as a founder; NALEO, 
an organization that represents Latino 
elected officials; but more importantly 
he broke the stereotypes about 
Latinos’ place in our Nation and in our 
political life, that we no longer are just 
observers in this process but empow-
ered participants. And for that all 
Americans should be grateful. We 
should honor and celebrate a life well- 
served, a life well-dedicated and a life 
well-spent. 

f 

U.S. DOES NOT CONDONE TORTURE 

(Mr. HUNTER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, around 
the world right now American troops 
are being disserved by a mistake pro-
mulgated by the American and inter-
national news media to the effect that 
American law allows torture. That is 
the lie that is being propagated by 
electronic and written news media 
around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, we have the law here. It 
is title 18, section 2340A; and I want to 
read it. It says, ‘‘Whoever outside the 
United States commits or attempts to 
commit torture shall be fined under 
this title or imprisoned not more than 
20 years, or both, and if death results 
to any person from conduct prohibited 
by this subsection, shall be punished by 
death or imprisoned for any term of 
years or for life.’’ 

That law was signed by then Presi-
dent Bill Clinton on September 13, 1994. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:57 Nov 16, 2005 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00028 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15NO7.055 H15NOPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H10191 November 15, 2005 
The United States does not allow tor-
ture. It is against the law to torture 
people, and if you torture someone to 
death you may be executed. 

f 

CONGRESSMAN EDWARD ROYBAL 

(Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, this evening I 
honor and celebrate the life of former 
Representative Edward Ross Roybal. 

Edward Roybal is a role model and a 
hero to us all. Congressman Roybal 
was a founding member of the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus, the National 
Association of Latino Elected and Ap-
pointed Officials, and the Congres-
sional Hispanic Caucus Institute. 

Much is owed to him for his foresight 
and leadership in establishing these or-
ganizations. Today, these organiza-
tions are among the leading voices for 
the Latino community. 

I quickly want to share a story that 
I think epitomizes Ed Roybal’s life in 
the House. In 1982, he opposed a com-
prehensive immigration reform bill 
that had many bad provisions and 
many punitive provisions in it. He 
threatened to offer more than 100 
amendments to the bill and demand a 
recorded vote on each amendment if 
the bill was brought to the floor. 

Fortunately for him and the Latino 
community, the House leaders backed 
down from this battle. This also is a 
clear example of how much respect 
folks had for this man because he stood 
up for what was right. The powers that 
be recognized him for his leadership. 

In June of 1984, this bill was brought 
up again; and this time he offered 
seven amendments to amend the bill. 
His actions showed his relentless com-
mitment and passion for immigration 
and its human impact on the Latino 
community. 

Today, we face a similar challenge 
defending those seeking a better life. It 
is my hope that Members will remem-
ber his courage and integrity when we 
debate this matter. 

Mother Teresa once said, ‘‘I slept and 
I dreamed that life is all joy. I woke 
and I saw that life is all service. I 
served and I saw that service is joy.’’ 
Ed Roybal serves as a shining example 
of the profound impact that one person 
can have on his or her community and 
country. He is a model for selflessness 
and eternal optimism, and I wish to 
honor him this evening. 

‘‘Blessed is the leader who seeks the best 
for those he serves.’’ For over a quarter of a 
century, the people of California had such a 
leader in Edward Roybal. As we all know, the 
name Ed Roybal has become synonymous 
with leadership and integrity in the local and 
national political arena. Indeed, Ed Roybal 
was blessed for selflessly giving his energy 
and love and for dedicating his life to those 
most in need. Let us honor and celebrate his 
life’s work in public service. 

Through his life, Edward Ross Roybal was 
a tireless champion of the most vulnerable— 

the elderly and sick in the country. That is why 
in 2001 President Clinton awarded Congress-
man Roybal the Presidential Citizens Medal 
for ‘‘exemplary deeds of service for our Na-
tion.’’ 

Edward Roybal graduated from the Univer-
sity of California Los Angeles and South-
western University, where he studied law. 
After working for the California Tuberculosis 
Association, he served in the U.S. Army dur-
ing World War II from April 1944 to December 
1945. 

Edward Roybal was first elected to the 
House in 1962. Early in his congressional ca-
reer, he served on various committees where 
he distinguished himself for his leadership. In 
1971, Congressman Roybal was selected to 
serve on the Appropriations Committee, where 
he remained for the rest of his tenure in the 
House. He was a powerful advocate for fund-
ing education, civil rights, and health pro-
grams. Most notably, he was one of the first 
Members of Congress to press for HIV/AIDS 
research funding. 

Representative Roybal also served on the 
Select Committee on Aging, serving as chair 
from 1985 to 1993. In 1980, he led a cam-
paign for the restoration of funds to programs 
for the elderly. In 1982, he was successful in 
maintaining the Meals on Wheels program. 

After Congress, former Representative Roy-
bal used his leftover campaign funds to found 
a non-profit research agency dedicated to im-
proving the quality and effectiveness of health 
and human services to older persons, now 
called the Edward R. Roybal Institute for Ap-
plied Gerontology at the California State Uni-
versity—Los Angeles campus. Clearly, Roybal 
was committed to public health issues that af-
fected the most vulnerable. To this end, in 
1999 the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) 
honored Congressman Roybal’s support for 
public health programs by naming its main 
campus in Atlanta in his honor and awarding 
him its Champion of Prevention Award. 

Congressman Roybal was also a founding 
member of the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus, the National Association of Latino Elected 
Officials, and the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus Institute. Much is owed to him for his fore-
sight and leadership in establishing these or-
ganizations. Today, these organizations are 
among the leading voices for the Latino com-
munity. 

Mother Teresa once said, ‘‘I slept and I 
dreamed that life is all joy. I woke and I saw 
that life is all service. I served and I saw that 
service is joy.’’ Ed Roybal serves as a shining 
example of the profound impact one person 
can have on his or her community and nation. 
He is a model for selflessness and eternal op-
timism. Ed Roybal is a role model and a hero 
to us all. 

f 

EDWARD ROYBAL 
(Ms. WATERS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATERS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay my respects to Edward R. Roybal. 

Congressman Roybal was a true lead-
er. He opened the doors for Hispanics 
and minorities in so many ways. He 
was the first Hispanic to serve on the 
City Council for the City of Los Ange-
les. He should have been the first to 
serve on the County Board of Super-
visors. 

He went on to be elected to the Con-
gress of the United States, where he 
distinguished himself as a courageous 
defender of minorities, senior citizens, 
and the poor. As the Chairman of the 
Select Committee on Aging, he de-
fended Social Security and Medicare, 
both of which are now under attack. He 
also worked to expand access to health 
care and improve long-term care. 

He was a gentle man. He was a man 
of impeccable integrity. He was a man 
whose face reflected what he really 
cared about and who he really was. I 
will never forget those huge eyes and 
the way he looked at you. You knew 
you had to handle yourself a certain 
way in his presence. You had to handle 
yourself in a proper way. He was a very 
dignified man. 

I shall never forget how I felt each 
time I was in his presence; and a testa-
ment to who he was and what he cared 
about certainly is reflected here today 
in his daughter, LUCILLE ROYBAL-AL-
LARD. 

f 

ED ROYBAL 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I, too, 
would like to rise to honor the life of 
Ed Roybal, a great Member of this 
House with whom I had the pleasure of 
serving for many years when I first 
came here back during the 1980s. I 
would have to say that no one fought 
harder for health care, particularly for 
senior citizens and Social Security and 
Medicare, than the great congressman 
from the State of California, Mr. Roy-
bal. 

He had a quiet strength about him 
and great dignity, and he treated Mem-
bers with such graciousness. I certainly 
remember how he treated me when I 
first came to the House as a new Mem-
ber. There were only 24 women serving 
in the House at that time. I think it is 
fair to say we have come a long way 
since then, but Ed Roybal is someone 
who especially was kind to the women 
and to the new Members, and I shall 
never forget him for that. 

He helped me in my own campaign 
when I was running for reelection in 
my district back in the mid-1980s when 
there was an effort made to distort 
votes on Social Security and Medicare, 
and Ed Roybal came to set the record 
straight. 

I would like to extend to his daugh-
ter, who I know he is smiling on today 
as she serves here in this Congress, and 
to his entire family the greatest sym-
pathy from the people of Ohio who 
thank him for the efforts toward which 
he dedicated his life. I know that the 
senior citizens who continued to re-
ceive Social Security and Medicare 
during the decades of the 1980s and 
1990s and now into the 21st century 
have Ed Roybal to thank for that. 

Condolences to the entire Roybal-Al-
lard family on the passing of this great 
American gentleman and lawmaker. 
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