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monetizing the Social Security debt in
the future is one that they will deal
with fairly severely. But by making
that a known obligation, we are giving
the markets more comfort into what
our intentions are with regard to the
unfunded Social Security liability.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to close
with a quotation that was delivered in
this House some years ago: ‘‘Voluntary
contributory annuities by which indi-
vidual initiative can increase the an-
nual amounts received in old age. It is
proposed that the Federal Government
assume one-half of the cost of the old-
age pension plan, which ought ulti-
mately to be supplanted by self-sup-
porting annuity plans.”

These words were spoken in this
Chamber 70 years ago by Franklin
Delano Roosevelt, the father of Social
Security.

Mr. Speaker, it is our obligation to
deal with this problem this year. I ap-
plaud the President for pushing it on
the national agenda, and I look forward
to the debate.

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. PALLONE addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to speak out of order for
5 minutes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin?

There was no objection.

———

THE DREAM LIVES ON

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, 40 years ago
yesterday on March 7, 1965, events in
Selma, Alabama, became a seminal
moment for the advancement of civil
rights in our country. Last weekend, I
had the privilege to join one of my he-
roes, the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS), who was also one of the leaders
of the nonviolent civil rights move-
ment, to retrace his steps across the
Edmund Pettus Bridge where Amer-
ica’s long march to freedom met a
roadblock of violent resistance. The
day became known as Bloody Sunday.

By 1965, the cause of equality and
human dignity had already seen much
progress and setbacks: the Supreme
Court decision of Brown v. Board of
Education, Rosa Parks’s defiance on a
bus in Montgomery, the breaking of a
color barrier at Ole Miss, the historic
March on Washington, the assassina-
tions of Medgar Evers and President
Kennedy, the bombing deaths of four
little girls at the 16th Street Baptist
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Church in Birmingham, Alabama, the
Mississippi freedom summer, the pas-
sage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

But on this Bloody Sunday, about 600
people, young and old, put their lives
on the line and met the unbridled force
of racism for the most basic American
right, the right to vote and be full par-
ticipants in our democracy. The Ala-
bama State Patrol was waiting for
them at the other side of the Pettus
Bridge and attacked them with clubs,
tear gas, and dogs.

The gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
LEWIS) was beaten so badly he believed
he was going to die. The images were
captured on TV. When the movie
“Judgment at Nuremberg’ was inter-
rupted with the news, many people
watching the movie first thought that
it was a continuation of the movie de-
picting brutal Nazi oppression, until
they realized that this was happening
in America, right now. People’s shock
moved the political world.

One week after Bloody Sunday,
President Johnson spoke to the Nation.
In inspiring words, he said: ‘““At times,
history and fate meet in a single time
and a single place to shape a turning
point in man’s unending search for
freedom. So it was at Lexington and
Concord. So it was a century ago at
Appomattox. So it was last week in
Selma. Their cause must be our cause.”

Two weeks after Bloody Sunday, Dr.
Martin Luther King and the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) led 4,000 peo-
ple across the Pettus Bridge on their
54-mile march to Montgomery. Six
months later, President Johnson
signed the Voting Rights Act, pro-
claiming that the right to vote is the
most powerful instrument ever devised
for breaking down injustice and de-
stroying the terrible walls which im-
prison all people merely because they
are different from each other.

Soon the Voting Rights Act will be
up again before Congress for reauthor-
ization. We should do it sooner rather
than later. We should make it perma-
nent, rather than for short periods, so
we do not have to revisit the issue and
debate its provisions. Surely there is
enough common interest and bipar-
tisan support to accomplish this.

Their cause 40 years ago this week
still must be our cause to overcome
today. For as long as the power of
America’s diversity is diminished by
acts of discrimination and violence
against people just because they are
black, Hispanic, Asian, Jewish, Muslim
or gay, we still must overcome.

As long as the gap between rich and
poor continues to spread in our Nation,
with some and not all having access to
health care, we still must overcome.

As long as children of color are more
likely to live in poverty, die sooner,
and less likely to graduate high school
and go on to college, we still must
overcome.

As President Bush stated during his
recent trip to Europe: ‘“We cannot
carry the message of freedom and the
baggage of bigotry at the same time.
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All our nations must work to integrate
minorities into the mainstream of soci-
ety, and to teach the value of tolerance
to each new generation.”

President Clinton pointed out 5 years
ago at the Pettus Bridge that these
challenges already have existing
bridges waiting to be crossed. He said:
“These bridges stand on the strong
foundations of our Constitution. They
were built by our forebears through si-
lent tears and weary years. They are
waiting to take us to higher ground.”

But there is still much work to be
done. In the words of Martin Luther
King, Jr.: “Human progress never rolls
on the wheels of inevitability. It comes
through the tireless efforts of people
willing to be co-workers with God.”

We remember the event of 40 years
ago this week not only to honor the
courage, sacrifice and accomplish-
ments by those like the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) and so many
more, but also to rededicate ourselves
to their unfinished work: the pursuit of
justice, love, tolerance and human
rights, in our country and throughout
the world.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. WELDON of Florida addressed
the House. His remarks will appear
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 56 minutes.

(Mrs. MCCARTHY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

—

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MICA) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. MICA addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. CORRINE
BROWN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will
appear hereafter in the Extensions of
Remarks.)

———

HONORING INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, today is Inter-
national Women’s Day, a day we honor
women and their contributions to the
American way of life. American
women, from the frontier era to the
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space age, have steadily blazed the
trails and stayed the course to bring
recognition of the accomplishments of
women not only in the United States
but across the world and across the
seas.

Each of us can identify at least one
woman who forever marked our life in
a positive way. My grandmother lived
to her late nineties and was always the
most influential person in my life. In
the 1950s, after my grandfather was
killed by a drunk driver, she went to
work as a clerk in the ladies’ ready-to-
wear section of a department store; and
while she would have continued to
work there, they forced her to quit at
the age of 75.

She taught me the values of public
service, and this is why I have dedi-
cated my life to public service. She was
the most influential woman in my life.
All of us have people like that, women
who have influenced us in a positive
way. Those American women, they are
a rare breed.

In other countries, like Iraq, where I
recently traveled on a fact-finding mis-
sion, women recount the decades of
torture and execution and oppression
they experienced under the tyrant and
dictator Saddam Hussein. For most
women it has only been since our top-
pling of that vicious and murderous ty-
rant that they have been allowed to
pursue opportunities that we take for
granted, like employment. On the his-
toric election day, which I was privi-
leged to observe this year, for many
Iraqi women this was their first chance
to ever vote.

Yet as encouraging as these illustra-
tions are, millions of women are vic-
tims to a destructive force known as
domestic violence. In fact, in the
United States alone, according to the
National Domestic Violence Hotline,
nearly one-third of American women
report being physically or sexually
abused by a boyfriend or a husband at
some point in their life. Moreover, the
Department of Justice’s statistics show
that in 2003 alone 9 percent of all mur-
der victims were killed by their spouse
or their partners. Eighty percent of
those victims were females.
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Mr. Speaker, this is a serious prob-
lem, not just for our Nation’s women
but also for our Nation’s families. It is
a serious problem for children, children
that live in those homes with all of
that serious, serious turmoil.

Domestic  abuse scars children
through the images of violence and
fighting; the ramifications if they try
to intervene; the emotional anguish
they suffer for years. Domestic abuse
in some cases results in withdrawal or
unhealthy perfectionism, and in other
cases they act it out.

The American Psychological Associa-
tion Presidential Task Force on Vio-
lence and the Family concluded in 1996
that a child’s exposure to the father
abusing the mother is the strongest
risk factor for transmitting violent be-
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havior from one generation to the next.
In addition, the American Medical As-
sociation has calculated that family vi-
olence costs taxpayers in the range of
$5 billion to $10 billion a year in med-
ical expenses.

It is not only a family problem and a
criminal problem; it is a health issue.
Domestic violence costs us in police
and court costs, shelters, foster care,
sick leave, and nonproductivity.

As a former judge and founder of the
Congressional Victims’ Rights Caucus,
this epidemic is of great alarm to me.
I believe we must work to eliminate
this domestic abuse while protecting
the victims that have already resulted
from this trend.

Mr. Speaker, I hope that all of us on
this day, as we recognize the worth of
women, are determined to make sure
that they live in a safe environment in
their homes.

————

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GOHMERT). Under a previous order of
the House, the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. MALONEY) is recognized for
5 minutes.

(Mrs. MALONEY addressed the
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

————

IN HONOR OF TILLIE FOWLER,
FORMER MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Flor-
ida (Mr. CRENSHAW) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have b5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of this Special
Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, last
Wednesday we announced on the floor
of this House that our former col-
league, Tillie Fowler, had passed away
that day. She suffered a stroke on Mon-
day and went to the hospital and never
recovered from that. It was a sad day
for all of us, and there were so many
Members that served with Tillie that
wanted to honor her life and her
achievements that we asked for this
time tonight to celebrate her life, to
celebrate the contributions that she
made not only to her community, not
only to the State of Florida, but to the
Nation as a whole; and so that is why
we are here tonight.

Tillie Fowler was one of those unique
individuals that could balance so many
things in her life. I never had the
chance to actually serve with Tillie be-
cause we were from the same home-
town and while she served on the city
council at the local level, I was serving
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in the State government; and when she
left the Congress in 2000, I ran to take
her seat. But I knew her as a friend for
35 years, and I watched her involve her-
self in the community, and I watched
her get involved in local politics; I
watched her become a United States
House of Representative representative
from the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict. Through all of that, I saw the
way that she loved her children, the
way that she loved her husband, Buck,
and the way that she loved her commu-
nity.

I can remember so many times, as we
would come back, because she was in
Washington working with a large law
firm, that we would ride a plane here
and ride a plane back to Jacksonville
and her husband, Buck, was always
there at the airport to greet her and
give her a big hug. So I just think
there are so many people here that
cared so much about her, because not
only was she tough in what she tried to
do but, more than anything, she just
liked people. She cared about people,
whether they were important people or
just people she would see on the street.
She had a way of making everybody
feel at ease.

So, Mr. Speaker, I am saddened by
her death, but I am proud of the legacy
that she leaves behind her; and I know
that Members here tonight share in
that.

Mr. CRENSHAW. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to join with my colleagues in celebrating the
life and accomplishments of former Congress-
woman Tillie Kidd Fowler. Ms. Fowler passed
away suddenly last week but leaves a proud
legacy of achievement and integrity.

Tillie Fowler was born in 1942 and grew up
in Milledgeville, Georgia. Her father, state
Senator Culver Kidd, was a legendary Demo-
cratic political figure in the Georgia Legislature
for over 40 years and her mother, Katherine,
was active in the community. She received
both her bachelor's degree and law degree
from Emory University.

After law school, she moved to Washington,
DC and worked as a congressional staffer for
Representative Robert Stephens (D-GA) and
later as Counsel in the White House Office of
Consumer Affairs under President Richard
Nixon. In 1968, she married attorney L. Buck
Fowler and in 1971 moved to Jacksonville,
Florida. Shortly thereafter, she put her profes-
sional career on hold to raise her daughters,
Tillie Anne and Elizabeth. During this time she
served as the President of the Junior League
of Jacksonville (1982-83), chaired the Florida
Humanities Council (1989-91) and was active
in a number of other charitable organizations,
including the American Red Cross and Volun-
teer Jacksonville.

She returned to political public service when
she was elected to the Jacksonville City Coun-
cil in 1985. She became that body’s first Re-
publican and first woman President.

Tillie Fowler was elected to Congress in
1992, winning a seat that had been held by a
Democrat for 42 years. She secured an ap-
pointment to the House Armed Services com-
mittee, the only Republican woman on that
committee at the time. Her subcommittee as-
signments included Readiness, Personnel and
Military Construction. In 1997, she was ap-
pointed by the Speaker of the House to a task
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