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goes to bed hungry, and everyone has a home 
and hope.
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IN HONOR OF THE MONTEREY 
COUNTY HEAD START PROGRAM 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the 40th anniversary of the Monterey 
County Head Start Program. The program pro-
vides a comprehensive child development pro-
gram to preschool children whose families live 
below poverty level. The Monterey County 
Head Start Program is dedicated to serving 
and supporting the communities of Monterey 
County through educational development of 
children that fully prepare them for school and 
their experiences in life. 

The Monterey County Head Start Program 
originated in Castroville in June 1965 with the 
help of the Community Action Agency. The 
program expanded to Salinas and Seaside in 
1975 with grant support from the Monterey 
County Office of Education. Now, the Head 
Start Program operates 26 preschool centers 
in Monterey County, providing services to well 
over one-thousand children and their families. 
Their goal to provide the highest quality pro-
gram for the children and families in the coun-
ty has been very successful. 

Every child in the Head Start Program is 
provided the highest quality child development 
program based on the internationally ac-
claimed, research-based High Scope Cur-
riculum. Physical and dental examinations are 
given to each child, as well as an individual-
ized educational program to suit each child’s 
needs. The program also offers the Early 
Head Start Program which is designed to pro-
vide assistance to qualifying pregnant women, 
infants, and toddlers; as well as parent edu-
cation for nutrition, first aid, and self-suffi-
ciency skills. Truly, this is an inclusive pro-
gram that has enhanced the lives of so many 
residents in the 17th district. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate the 
Monterey County Head Start Program for forty 
years of outstanding service. The Head Start 
staff performs an exceptional job daily facili-
tating school readiness for children and fos-
tering lifelong independence and personal re-
sponsibility for low-income families. The Mon-
terey Head Start Program provided services to 
over thirty-thousand children and families in 
the rural and urban communities of Monterey 
County, and our community is immensely 
grateful for their contribution.

f 

TRIBUTE TO BILL HORNER, JR., A 
RESPECTED NEWSMAN 

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to note the passing of a distinguished gen-
tleman. Bill Horner, Jr., the former publisher of 
The Sanford Herald, was a great North Caro-
linian. He died last month after a 3 year battle 
with cancer, and is survived by a fine and lov-

ing North Carolina family. I ask permission to 
submit for the RECORD several newspaper re-
ports on this sad occasion.

BILL HORNER JR., 67, NEWSMAN WAS 
PUBLISHER OF THE SANFORD HERALD 

(From the Associated Press) 
SANFORD.—Bill Horner Jr., the middle man 

in a family tradition of publishing The San-
ford Herald, died Thursday of cancer, the 
newspaper reported. He was 67. 

Horner died in Sunset Beach, where he had 
moved after his retirement 7 years ago. 

Beginning in the 1960s, William Edward 
Horner Jr. worked in all departments of the 
paper before he finally followed in the foot-
steps of his father, Herald founder W.E. 
Horner, as publisher in 1991. 

He retired April 1, 1998, when the news-
paper was sold to Paxton Media Group, a 
family-owned company based in Paducah, 
Ky. His son, Bill Horner III, is the current 
publisher. 

Horner was born in Sanford and graduated 
from Sanford Central High School. As a 
youth, he delivered the Herald on his bicycle 
and later spent afternoons and evenings 
working in the mailroom. 

He earned an English degree at UNC-Chap-
el Hill in 1959, working in the newspaper in-
dustry during the summers. 

Horner served 2 years in the Navy after 
graduation, then returned to the Herald at 
the behest of his father, who told his son he 
would start as a printer’s devil.

‘‘I had some idea of what a printer’s devil 
was,’’ Horner wrote in 1980, ‘‘and it didn’t 
sound nearly as flashy as being a lieutenant 
(jg) in the U.S. Navy.’’ 

But he came home nevertheless, working 
in the print shop and then moving on to 
other parts of the newspaper, including the 
newsroom. 

He gradually assumed a greater role in the 
management of the newspaper, taking over 
major decisions about the business upon 
W.E. Horner’s semiretirement in 1966 at the 
age of 65. 

‘‘Bill was very kind and supportive to me 
over the years, and I always considered him 
more of a friend than as my boss,’’ said R.V. 
Hight, who began work at The Herald in 1979 
as sports editor and now serves as special 
projects editor. 

‘‘He loved this newspaper and was a strong 
leader as both general manager and pub-
lisher. I am grateful to have known Bill, and 
I shall miss him.’’ 

In addition to his son, he is survived by his 
daughter, Belinda Horner Cooper of Hamp-
stead; close friend Carol Bowman of Sunset 
Beach; sisters Louise Horner Bowles of 
Greensboro and Nancy Horner Hulin of Caro-
lina Beach; four grandchildren; and two 
nieces and a nephew. 

The family asks that, in lieu of flowers, 
people consider making donations to the 
Lower Cape Fear Hospice & LifeCareCenter, 
10 Doctors Circle, Suite 4, Supply, NC, 28432, 
or to the charity of their choice. 

A memorial service is scheduled for 11 a.m. 
Tuesday at St. Luke United Methodist 
Church. 

[From the Sanford Herald] 
FORMER HERALD PUBLISHER, 67, DIES 

SUNSET BEACH.—Former Herald Publisher 
Bill Horner Jr., who oversaw the newspaper’s 
conversion from ‘‘hot-type’’ to ‘‘cold-type’’ 
offset printing, died Thursday of complica-
tions following a three-year battle with can-
cer. 

William Edwin Horner Jr., 67, was the son 
of Herald founder W.E. Horner, who died in 
1994, and father of current publisher Bill 
Horner III. A memorial service is planned for 
11 a.m. Tuesday at St. Luke United Meth-
odist Church, where Horner was a member. 

The Rev. Bob Yandle, a friend of Horner’s for 
many years, will officiate. 

Diagnosed with esophageal cancer in the 
fall of 2001, Horner underwent surgery for the 
disease on two occasions and was in remis-
sion for a time, but the cancer returned and 
his health declined steadily in the last year. 

In addition to his son, he is survived by his 
daughter, Belinda Horner Cooper, of Hamp-
stead, and her husband Billy; his special 
friend Carol Bowman of Sunset Beach; sis-
ters Louise Horner Bowles of Greensboro and 
Nancy Horner Hulin of Carolina Beach; and 
grandchildren William E. ‘‘Zachary’’ Horner 
IV, Addison Horner and Karis Horner, chil-
dren of Bill III and his wife, Lee Ann. Also 
surviving are nieces Cheryle Hulin Brown of 
Knightdale and Laura Bowles Warren of 
McLean, Va., and nephew Jim Hulin of 
Jamestown. 

In addition to his father, Horner was pre-
ceded in death by his mother, Nannie An-
drews Horner, in 1978. 

Horner was born in Sanford and graduated 
from Sanford Central High School, com-
pleting his high school degree while working 
afternoons and evenings in the mailroom of 
The Herald. Upon turning 12 years old, he 
took a bicycle paper route that served 125 
customers in a section of downtown Sanford 
near the family home. Following high 
school, he attended the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, earning a degree in 
English in 1959. 

During his college years, he stayed close to 
the newspaper business—working one sum-
mer as a reporter for The Raleigh Times, the 
now-defunct sister newspaper of The News & 
Observer, and another selling subscriptions 
door-to-door in rural Kentucky for The (Lou-
isville) Courier-Journal. 

After his graduation from Chapel Hill, 
Horner—who was a part of the Reserve Offi-
cer Training Corps during his college years—
was commissioned as an ensign and called up 
for a two-year hitch with the Navy. He spent 
most of that time aboard the aircraft carrier 
U.S.S. Forrestal as chief disbursement offi-
cer on the ship’s supply officer staff. 

Horner wrote in the 50th anniversary edi-
tion of The Herald in 1980 that while aboard 
the Forrestal, his duties ranged ‘‘from being 
disbursing officer in charge of the ship’s fi-
nances and safes, in which I kept more than 
$7 million in cold, hard cash, to being an as-
sistant stores officer when about all I had to 
do was check storerooms to make sure the 
pliers, wrenches and ballpoint pens were 
counted correctly.’’ 

Eventually promoted to the rank of lieu-
tenant (junior grade), Horner was about to 
disembark in Naples, Italy and fly back to 
Norfolk, Va., for mustering out when he 
wrote he ‘‘received THE letter from the ‘old 
man’—not the Navy one, the Herald one.’’ 

Horner said his father detailed plans in the 
letter for his son to come back to the news-
paper to formally learn the trade—beginning 
with the job of ‘‘printer’s devil’’ in the news-
paper’s ‘‘back shop,’’ and then learning to 
operate a linotype machine, before moving 
to the other departments of the operation. 

‘‘I had some idea of what a printer’s devil 
was,’’ Horner wrote in 1980, ‘‘and it didn’t 
sound nearly as flashy as being a Lieutenant 
(jg) in the U.S. Navy.’’ 

By then, he was married to his first wife, 
the former Shirley Prendergast, whom he 
met in the Navy, and Horner eventually 
worked his way through all departments of 
the newspaper, even serving as interim edi-
tor for a period in 1964. 

One of his experiences that same year as a 
reporter, he’d later say, showed him the im-
portance of a newspaper’s role in the commu-
nity. 

He was assigned to cover a gathering of the 
local chapter of the Ku Klux Klan, which was 

VerDate jul 14 2003 05:37 May 12, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A11MY8.052 E11PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E945May 11, 2005
active in Lee County at the time. After being 
searched for weapons and a camera, Horner 
was allowed to enter the area where the Klan 
was preparing for a cross burning. He furi-
ously scribbled notes about what he saw, and 
when it was all over with, he headed back to 
his car. ‘‘I got stopped by one of the Klan’s 
security guards on the way out,’’ he’d later 
say. ‘‘They searched me again and found my 
notebook. They wanted to see what I had 
written, so I showed it to them—but I handed 
them my notebook upside down. One of the 
guards looked at it for awhile—nobody could 
read my handwriting except me—and gave it 
back and said, ‘OK, you can go.’ I came back 
and wrote the story.’’ 

Horner gradually assumed a greater role in 
the management of the newspaper, espe-
cially upon W.E. Horner’s ‘‘retirement’’ in 
1966 at the age of 65. The elder Horner never 
really left the business, keeping an office 
and writing the ‘‘Good Afternoon’’ column 
nearly every day until the mid-1980s. But he 
did leave the major decisions about the busi-
ness to his successor. The son eventually 
succeeded the father as publisher in 1991 and 
retired on April 1, 1998, when the newspaper 
was sold to Paxton Media Group, a family-
owned company based in Paducah, Ky. 

‘‘Bill was very kind and supportive to me 
over the years, and I always considered him 
more of a friend than as my boss,’’ said R.V. 
Hight, who began work at The Herald in 1979 
as sports editor and now serves as special 
projects editor. ‘‘I shall forever be indebted 
to Bill for hiring me and for the encourage-
ment he gave me over the years. He loved 
this newspaper and was a strong leader as 
both general manager and publisher.’’ 

‘‘I am grateful to have known Bill and I 
shall miss him.’’ 

Robert Stone worked at The Herald for 44 
years, retiring in 1996. 

‘‘He understood that a local newspaper is 
all about local news,’’ Stone said of Horner. 
‘‘And I think, really and truly, he understood 
better that the employees were the impor-
tant part of the organization. 

Charlie Welborn, a partner with the ac-
counting firm of Davenport, Marvin, Joyce & 
Co., was a best friend of Bill Horner III and 
eventually became the newspaper’s account-
ant—and a close friend of Bill Jr.’s as well. 

‘‘Bill was a very successful businessman 
who carried on the tradition of The Herald 
that was founded by his father,’’ Welborn 
said. ‘‘I enjoyed the business relationship 
that we had, but more importantly he was a 
very good friend. I visited him often at the 
beach and he was always interested in the 
news from Sanford/Lee County. He would 
reminisce about his career, family and 
friends. I will miss him greatly and feel that 
I am a better person for having known him.’’ 

A former member of the Kiwanis Club of 
Sanford and the Rotary Club of Sanford, 
Horner was a lifelong member of the General 
Alumni Association of UNC and was also ac-
tive on the boards of directors of several 
local organizations, including Southern Na-
tional (and later BB&T) Bank.

He served a term as a director for the 
North Carolina Press Association—an orga-
nization for which both his father (in 1939) 
and son (in 2002) both served as president—
and was a member of St. Luke United Meth-
odist Church. 

Horner moved to Sunset Beach a few 
months after his retirement and became ac-
tive as a member of the board of directors of 
the Providence Home Family Emergency 
Teen Shelter in Southport, and played a key 
role in the organization’s fund-raising ef-
forts. 

He enjoyed sailing and for many years held 
a private pilot’s license and built and flew 
his own remote-control airplanes. He was an 
experienced gardener and ham radio oper-

ator, and once talked to explorer and adven-
turer Thor Hyerdahl during one of 
Hyerdahl’s ocean-crossing raft trips, as well 
as to King and Queen Hussein of Jordan. He 
enjoyed reading and classical music and was 
a keen observer of current events and world 
politics. 

In lieu of flowers, the family has requested 
friends consider making donations or memo-
rials to the Lower Cape Fear Hospice & 
LifeCareCenter, 10 Doctors Circle, Suite 4, 
Supply, N.C., 28432, or to the charity of their 
choice. 

Arrangements are by Brunswick Funeral 
Services in Shallotte and Rogers-Pickard 
Funeral Home. The family will receive 
friends following the memorial service at the 
home of Bill Horner III. 

[From the Dunn Daily Record] 
STATE LOSES RESPECTED NEWSMAN 

Please allow us to note the passing of a 
friend and colleague in North Carolina’s 
newspaper community. Bill Horner Jr., 
former publisher of The Sanford Herald in 
neighboring Lee County, died Thursday after 
a three-year battle with cancer. 

At just 67, Mr. Horner died in Sunset 
Beach, where he had moved after his retire-
ment seven years ago. 

Having grown up in a newspaper family, 
Mr. Horner stayed close to the business dur-
ing his college years, working one summer as 
a reporter for The Raleigh Times, the now-
defunct sister newspaper of The News & Ob-
server, and another selling subscriptions 
door-to-door in rural Kentucky for The (Lou-
isville) Courier-Journal. 

After graduating from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1959, Mr. 
Horner—who was part of the Reserve Officer 
Training Corps during his college years—was 
commissioned as an ensign and called up for 
a two-year hitch with the Navy. He spent 
most of that time aboard the aircraft carrier 
U.S.S. Forrestal as chief disbursement offi-
cer on the ship’s supply officer staff. 

After his military service, he returned to 
The Herald at the behest of his father, Her-
ald founder W.E. Horner, who told his son he 
would start as a printer’s devil. 

He worked in the newspaper’s print shop 
and then moved on to other parts of the 
newspaper, including the newsroom. He 
gradually assumed a greater role in the man-
agement of the newspaper, taking over major 
decisions about the business upon his fa-
ther’s semi-retirement in 1966 at the age of 
65. 

Having worked in every department of the 
paper, Mr. Horner took over as publisher in 
1991. He retired on April 1, 1998, when the 
newspaper was sold to Paxton Media Group, 
a family-owned company based in Paducah, 
Ky. His son, Bill Horner III, is the current 
publisher. 

Bill Horner Jr. was a respected newspaper 
man who built on the success of his father. 
Under Bill Horner Jr., the newspaper made 
strides in technology and in its community 
service, consistently winning awards from 
the North Carolina Press Association. 

‘‘Bill was very kind and supportive to me 
over the years, and I always considered him 
more of a friend than as my boss,’’ said R.V. 
Hight, who began work at The Herald in 1979 
as sports editor and now serves as special 
projects editor. ‘‘He loved this newspaper 
and was a strong leader as both general man-
ager and publisher. I am grateful to have 
known Bill and I shall miss him.’’ 

Another longtime Herald staffer, Robert 
Stone, worked at the newspaper for 44 years, 
retiring in 1996. 

‘‘He understood that a local newspaper is 
all about local news,’’ Mr. Stone said. ‘‘And 
I think, really and truly, he understood bet-

ter that the employees were the important 
part of the organization. 

With his passing, the Sanford community—
and that state’s newspaper community—has 
lost a dear and respected friend.
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CONGRESSMAN KILDEE RECOG-
NIZES AMERICAN RED CROSS 
EVERYDAY HEROES 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I stand before 
you today on behalf of one of our country’s 
most honored and respected organizations, 
the American Red Cross. Each year, the Gen-
esee-Lapeer Chapter of the Red Cross ac-
knowledges individuals who have shown tre-
mendous courage, kindness, and selflessness 
through acts of goodwill and heroism. Twenty-
five such people will be honored May 13, at 
the 2005 Salute to Everyday Heroes. 

Everyday Heroes are chosen by the Red 
Cross from several categories: Fire, Law En-
forcement, Emergency Medical Response, 
Community Good Samaritan, Youth Good Sa-
maritan, Adult Good Samaritan, and Work-
place Good Samaritan. Nominees are selected 
for acts of bravery related to fire, rescue, and 
lifesaving, and are awarded to those who live 
in Genesee or Lapeer Counties, or if the res-
cue occurred in one of the two counties. 

Deputy Lawrence Fields is this year’s Law 
Enforcement Everyday Hero, and Lieutenant 
John Speck is the Emergency Medical Re-
sponse Hero. 

Good Samaritan Awards will be given to: 
The Honorable Judge Duncan Beagle (Com-
munity), Robert Duffy (Workplace), Deputy 
Dave McDonald, Christopher Tanner, Jerry 
Scheddel, and Raymond Hile (Adult), and Mat-
thew Harris (Youth). 

Those receiving the Fire Everyday Hero 
Award include: Tony Windham, Chad McBride, 
Jim Bennett, Jasen Stevens, Firefighters Ed-
ward Reynolds, Jeffery George, Jeremy Gil-
bert, Michael Gist, Robert Parrish, Michael 
Rose, Tony Terry, and Robert Winford, Lieu-
tenants Yaskuo Hall and Martin Juarez, and 
Captain Raymond Barton. 

A special Spirit of Heroism award will be 
given posthumously to Ms. Cherica McLemore 
of Flint. Ms. McLemore’s life was tragically cut 
short last January, as a car struck her after 
she stopped to help victims of another crash. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud these courageous 
men, and the life of this caring young woman, 
for all they have done for others. Through their 
actions, they gave a priceless gift—a second 
chance at life. Their contributions are deserv-
ing of the highest respect, and I ask my col-
leagues in the 109th Congress to please join 
me in recognizing them for who they truly 
are—heroes.
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RECOGNIZING ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ 
BURGER 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize longtime community resident Robert 

VerDate jul 14 2003 05:37 May 12, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A11MY8.056 E11PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-17T11:12:13-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




