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Most recently, we came together to draft the 
Military Readiness Enhancement Act, historic 
legislation to repeal ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell’’ 
and replace it with a nondiscrimination policy. 
Because of SLDN’s staunch efforts to win sup-
port in Congress, I introduced the bill with 
more than fifty cosponsors on March 2, 2005. 
We now have more than eighty cosponsors of 
this bipartisan bill today. 

As SLDN celebrates its national dinner on 
May 7th, I commend the staff, board, and sup-
porters for their commitment and persever-
ance. Just as the advocacy of civil rights 
groups paved the way for desegregation in the 
military, I am confident that SLDN’s hard work 
will soon lead to the demise of the discrimina-
tory and counterproductive ‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell’’ policy. 

f 

‘‘THE BIG SHOTS WALK’’ 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 5, 2005 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
many Americans continue to be gravely em-
barrassed by our country’s failure to address 
in a forthright manner the abuse of human 
rights which occurred at Abu Ghraib prison 
under our control. Clearly the great majority of 
Americans who have served in Iraq are inno-
cent of any such pattern of abuse, but it is 
simply a defiance of common sense and the 
facts to hold accountable only a handful of 
low-level military personnel on the scene, 
while exonerating those in charge who are in 
various degrees culpable for either encour-
aging or allowing this to happen. 

Bob Herbert’s column in the New York 
Times on April 27 makes this point forcefully, 
noting that ‘‘under Commander in Chief 
George W. Bush, the notion of command ac-
countability has been discarded. In Mr. Bush’s 
world of war, it’s the grunts who take the heat. 
Punishment is reserved for the people at the 
bottom. The people who foul up at the top are 
promoted.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, our country deserves better of 
its leadership, and so do the men and women 
in the armed services who should not see a 
small number of their comrades held account-
able for their actions while those in charge 
suffer no such penalty. I ask that Bob Her-
bert’s thoughtful discussion of this matter be 
printed here. 

ON ABU GHRAIB, THE BIG SHOTS WALK 
(By Bob Herbert) 

When soldiers in war are not properly 
trained and supervised, atrocities are all but 
inevitable: This is one reason why the mili-
tary command structure is so important. 
There was a time, not so long ago, when 
commanders were expected to be account-
able for the behavior of their subordinates. 

That’s changed. Under Commander in Chief 
George W. Bush, the notion of command ac-
countability has been discarded. In Mr. 
Bush’s world of war, it’s the grunts who take 
the heat. Punishment, is reserved for the 
people at the bottom. The people who foul up 
at the top are promoted. 

It was a year ago today that the stories 
and photos of the shocking abuses at Abu 
Ghraib prison first came to the public’s at-
tention. It was a scandal that undermined 
the military’s reputation and diminished the 
standing of the U.S. around the world. 

It would soon become clear that the photos 
of hooded, naked and humiliated detainees 
were evidence of a much larger problem. The 
system for processing, interrogating and de-
taining prisoners at Abu Ghraib and else-
where in Iraq was dangerously out of con-
trol, and the command structure responsible 
for it had collapsed. Detainees were beaten, 
tortured, sexually abused and, in some in-
stances, killed. Many detainees should never 
have been imprisoned at all, as they had 
committed no offenses. 

So what happened? A handful of grunts 
were court-martialed, a Marine major was 
cashiered, and the Army plans to issue a new 
interrogation manual that bars certain 
harsh techniques. There was no wholesale 
crackdown on criminal behavior. 

We learned last week that after a high- 
level investigation, the Army had cleared 
four of the five top officers who were respon-
sible for prison policies and operations in 
Iraq. The fifth officer, Brig. Gen. Janis 
Karpinski of the Army Reserve, had already 
been relieved of her command of the military 
police unit at Abu Ghraib. (She has com-
plained, and not without reason, that she 
was a scapegoat for the failures of higher- 
ranking officers.) 

As Eric Schmitt wrote in The Times: ‘‘Bar-
ring new evidence, the inquiry by the Army’s 
inspector general effectively closes the 
Army’s book on whether the highest-ranking 
officers in Iraq during the Abu Ghraib prison 
scandal, should be held accountable for com-
mand failings described in past reviews.’’ 

This is the way atrocities are dealt with in 
Mr. Bush’s world of war. The higher-ups re-
sponsible for training, supervising and dis-
ciplining the troops—in other words, the big 
shots who presided over a system that ran 
shamefully amok—escaped virtually un-
scathed. 

The abuses at Abu Ghraib, which seemed 
mind-boggling at the time, turned out to be 
symptomatic of the torture, abuse and insti-
tutionalized injustice that have permeated 
the Bush administration’s operations in its 
so-called war against terror. Euphemisms 
like rendition, coercive interrogation, sleep 
adjustment and waterboarding are now wide-
ly understood. Yes, Virginia, it is the policy 
of the United States to kidnap individuals 
and send them off to regimes skilled in the 
art of torture. 

Two things are needed. First, a truly inde-
pendent commission, along the lines of the 
bipartisan 9/11 panel, should be set up to 
thoroughly investigate U.S. interrogation 
and detention operations and make rec-
ommendations to correct abuses. 

Second, the U.S. government should make 
it clear, beyond any doubt, that torture and 
any other inhumane treatment of prisoners 
is wrong, just flat wrong, and will not be tol-
erated under any circumstances. 

‘‘In our contemporary world, torture is 
like the slave trade or piracy was to people 
in the 1790’s,’’ said Michael Posner, executive 
director of Human Rights First, which is 
suing Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 
over the prisoner abuse issue. ‘‘Torture is a 
crime against mankind, against humanity. 
It’s something that has to be absolutely pro-
hibited.’’ 

If the president made it clear that men and 
women up and down the chain of command 
would be held responsible for the abuses that 
occur on their watch, the abuses would 
plummet. Instead, the message the adminis-
tration has sent is that its demands for ac-
countability will be limited to a few hapless, 
ill-trained grunts. 

The big shots who presided over behavior 
that has shamed America in the eyes of the 
world can count on this president’s embrace. 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE AICPA’S JOURNAL 
OF ACCOUNTANCY 

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR. 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 5, 2005 

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commend the Journal of Accountancy, the 
Journal of record for the accounting profes-
sion, on its 100th anniversary this year. 

The Journal of Accountancy, which is pub-
lished by the American Institute of Certified 
Public Accountants, is read by nearly 400,000 
readers each month. Its contents include offi-
cial releases of technical requirements for 
CPAs as well as news and information that 
enlighten readers about important relevant de-
velopments in and outside the profession and 
that enhance their professional competency. 

As a CPA, I am keenly aware of the value 
of this publication. CPAs play a vital role in 
our economy, and since 1905 the Journal of 
Accountancy has helped keep them informed 
about key business trends. 

I would like to acknowledge the significant 
contribution that the JofA has made during its 
first century and to recognize its editors, au-
thors and art and production staff for their 
hard work. I extend my best wishes to the 
JofA for its continued success. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO AND HON-
ORING 75 YEARS OF INDE-
PENDENT COMMUNITY BANKING 

HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 5, 2005 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota. Mr. Speaker, 
on May 9, 1930, a group of Minnesota com-
munity bankers held their first official meeting 
in Glenwood, Minnesota, in my district. The 
agenda that day was to focus on how to re-
spond to the broad challenges facing the na-
tion, as well as the specific challenges to com-
munity banks—the stock market crash the 
year before, a nation struggling to get back on 
its economic feet, a rash of bank foreclosures, 
and the rapid growth of chain banks. 

This meeting of 28 bankers grew from a 
one-state organization, focused on state 
issues, into today’s Independent Community 
Bankers of America (ICBA), the largest con-
stituency of community banks in the nation. 
2005 marks ICBA’s 75th anniversary. In 1962 
the bankers returned to their original mission 
and set up the Independent Community Bank-
ers of Minnesota (ICBM), to focus again on 
issues specific to Minnesota. 

This year also denotes a special milestone 
for the state association, ICBM. Minnesota 
Governor Tim Pawlenty proclaimed May 9th 
Independent Community Bankers of Min-
nesota Day, commemorating the founding of 
the only state association that exclusively 
serves the independent community banking in-
dustry. 

Initially, industry consolidation and interstate 
banking heightened the need for legislative 
representation of community bankers. Today 
that need remains strong as community banks 
continue to serve a vital role in our state and 
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national economies by consistently reinvesting 
deposits in the communities they serve in the 
form of agricultural, educational, small busi-
ness, real estate and consumer loans. More-
over, as industry consolidation continues, 
community banks stand out as the only finan-
cial institutions that keep control in local 
hands. 

ICBM serves nearly 300 statewide members 
through its unique programming. In addition to 
its annual convention, various publications and 
wide-ranging committees, ICBM offers valu-
able services and products through its partner-
ships and associate memberships; a tech-
nology tradeshow; legislative representation; 
education resources; and networking opportu-
nities. 

ICBM continues the tradition started 75 
years ago of innovation and community con-
cern while it partners with the Pohlad Family 
Foundation to offer T.E.A.M. (Training, Edu-
cating, And Mentoring) Future Bankers, a 
unique summer youth jobs program that intro-
duces students to community banking and in-
vests in the futures of the next generation of 
community bankers. This year, 75 interns will 
be hired statewide to work in this valuable pro-
gram. Every intern also will be invited as a 
guest of Twins owner Carl Pohlad at a base-
ball game on June 19th. 

On the political side, ICBM launched a sep-
arate non-profit in 2004 called Debate Min-
nesota, a unique effort to bring civility back to 
Minnesota politics by hosting a series of 
roundtable debates that focus on issues. The 
Star Tribune, the state’s largest daily news-
paper, in an editorial on Election Day 2004, 
had this to say about Debate Minnesota, 
‘‘Their concept for candidate debates is what 
made them stand out this year. The result was 
a series that drew considerable local media 
coverage, and expressions of appreciation 
from participants and observers alike. Debate 
Minnesota established a good name for itself 
in its first year. Debate Minnesota ought to be 
back, in more places and races in 2006.’’ 

From 28 original founders to a nationwide 
network of 5,000 banks, ICBA and ICBM con-
tinue to bring much-needed diversity and lead-
ership to the banking world as well as the 
communities in which their members serve. I 
would like to commend both organizations for 
their innovative spirit and community dedica-
tion, and wish them well on their journey to-
ward their 100th anniversary. 
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INTRODUCTION OF NATIONAL BIKE 
MONTH RESOLUTION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 5, 2005 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am introducing a resolution in support of Na-
tional Bike Month. The League of American 
Bicyclists has celebrated every May since 
1956 as National Bike Month. With this resolu-
tion, Congress will recognize the enormous 
role bicycling has in our lives. This month pro-
vides an opportunity to promote the benefits of 
cycling, appreciate those in the cycling com-
munity, and to encourage bicycle safety. 

Bicycling is one of the cleanest, healthiest, 
most efficient, and environmentally friendly 
modes of transportation that exists. It is the 

most efficient form of urban transportation in 
history. There are over 57 million adult cyclists 
in the United States, 5 million of whom choose 
to commute to work by bike. This transpor-
tation choice helps ease congestion on our 
roads and reduce environmental pollution 
while allowing cyclists to incorporate exercise 
into their everyday lives. In an age of high en-
ergy prices, overcrowded roads, and a grow-
ing obesity epidemic, biking is more important 
to the well being of our communities than ever 
before. 

Communities throughout the Nation have 
reaped the positive benefits of biking. Accord-
ing to the Bureau of Transportation Statistics, 
bicycles are second only to cars as a pre-
ferred mode of transportation. National Bike 
Month provides the opportunity to recognize 
the significant impact of this noble invention 
and to inform others of the healthy, environ-
mental, efficient, and neighborhood-friendly 
form of transportation. 

f 

ASIAN PACIFIC AMERICAN 
HERITAGE MONTH 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 3, 2005 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate, with my colleagues, the extraor-
dinary accomplishments of the Asian Pacific 
American (APA) community and to recognize 
the sacrifices they have endured. Their strug-
gle to find a place in America without preju-
dice and repression is a story that all Ameri-
cans should know, and I am pleased that the 
month of May has been set aside for Asian 
Pacific American Heritage Month. 

I am so proud to represent the 12th Con-
gressional District of California because its 
amazingly diverse population includes a large 
APA community, as well as the largest popu-
lation of Filipinos outside of the Philippines. 

Looking back over our history, it is heart-
ening to see the advances that the APA com-
munity has made as a whole, in spite of set-
backs and sometimes horrific treatment in our 
government’s name. One of the most compel-
ling stories came to an end earlier this year 
with the passing of my good friend Congress-
man Robert Matsui, with whom I served for 24 
years. His tragic and unexpected death struck 
a chord deep in the hearts of all those who 
served with him. His success story is 
quintessentially American, despite the fact that 
when he was young, the U.S. government de-
nied him the freedom bestowed to him under 
the Constitution. 

Mr. Speaker, even though his family had 
been in the United States for two generations, 
Bob and his family, like 114,000 other Ameri-
cans of Japanese descent, were rounded up 
and sent to detention camps. The courage it 
took, not only to survive and to prosper from 
this slap in the face to all Americans, but to go 
on to become part of the government in the 
hope of changing the government’s policies 
and working atmosphere is extremely com-
mendable. And change the atmosphere he 
did, passing the Japanese-American Redress 
Act, which produced an official apology from 
the Federal Government. He became one of 
the highest-ranking Asian Pacific Americans in 

Congress during the 108th while serving as 
the Chairman of the Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee. He exemplified 
the fight for freedom and liberty and he is 
sorely missed. We welcome Bob’s wife, and 
my friend DORIS, as she begins her Congres-
sional service. 

Many other Congressional colleagues of 
APA heritage have served our country with 
distinction. Currently there are over 300,000 
veterans of Asian or Pacific Islander decent, 
and while many served our country with dis-
tinction, no unit in the armed forces deserves 
more credit than the 442nd Regimental Com-
bat Team. Comprised solely of persons of 
Japanese background, this band of brothers 
was the most decorated unit for its size in 
U.S. history. My good friend and colleague, 
Senator DANIEL INOUYE earned the Medal of 
Honor fighting in the 442nd. 

As a group, the people of the APA commu-
nities are fighters, throwing off the second 
class citizenship that was foisted upon them 
during immigration battles throughout the 19th 
and 20th centuries to become among the 
highest achieving Americans. Half of all mem-
bers of the APA adult community have college 
degrees, compared with one quarter of the 
adult U.S. population is but one mark of excel-
lence. 

Mr. Speaker, although it is important to rec-
ognize the achievements made, this month will 
also allow us to renew our focus on the prob-
lems that face the APA community, problems 
like affordable housing, racial profiling, lan-
guage barriers and unfair immigration laws. 
One of the largest problems facing the Asian 
Pacific Community is the perception that the 
community is thriving without exception. With 
a record amount of those in the APA commu-
nity going to college, one would tend to think 
that way, but in reality there are large sections 
of the APA populations who have very little 
education, and who experience financial 
depths that no American should have to face. 
There remains a problem that must be ad-
dressed when language barriers contribute to 
leaving one out of ten Asian Pacific Americans 
in poverty. 

I continue to work with other members of 
the Congressional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus to create a better environment for 
Asian Pacific Americans in my Congressional 
District. I wrote H.R. 139, which helps to al-
leviate the nursing shortage seen throughout 
California and the nation by allowing Filipino 
nurses to use some of the unused employ-
ment-based immigrant visas. I am an original 
cosponsor of a bill that would authorize grants 
for institutions of higher education that serve 
disproportionately low income and under-
served Asian American and Pacific Islander 
students. During the 108th Congress, I was a 
cosponsor of a bill that would give Filipino 
Americans residing as legal aliens or citizens 
of the U.S. the same health and pension ben-
efits that all other veterans of World War II re-
ceive, as well as many other bills that support 
the APA community. 

The Bay Area is lucky to be home to one of 
the largest populations of Asian Pacific Ameri-
cans in the United States, particularly San 
Francisco and San Mateo County. For cen-
turies it has been one of the great gateways 
to America, just like St. Louis for those coming 
west. I thank San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsome and the members of the Board of 
Supervisors for their proclamation officially 
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