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students as they apply these leadership prin-
ciples and become peer mentors and role
models in our community.

——————

GULF ISLANDS NATIONAL
SEASHORE GRANT RECOGNITION

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. MILLER of Florida. | rise today to recog-
nize Gulf Islands National Seashore for receiv-
ing a grant from the National Park Foundation
and Unilever.

Unilever's Recycling at Work competitive
grants program funds enhancement projects
such as seating, boardwalks, overlooks, pull-
outs and educational/interpretive displays
using sustainable lumber throughout the Na-
tional Park System. The projects highlight the
environmental leadership of the National Park
Service in demonstrating how people may live
more lightly on the land through the use of
sustainable materials and techniques.

In Northwest Florida, Gulf Islands National
Seashore is proud to be a part of this pro-
gram. As a result of the generous grant, the
park will construct the only accessible nature
trail on the seashore. This trail will be a uni-
versal design boardwalk made of recyclable
materials which will not only enhance the visi-
tors’ experience, but will also protect the frag-
ile underbrush of the forest.

Mr. Speaker, this grant, in conjunction with
the Florida National Trails Association’s hard
work and manpower, will greatly benefit all
those who visit Northwest Florida’s scenic
wonders. |, along with Northwest Florida, am
very appreciative of Unilever's generosity.

————

INTRODUCING THE MEDICARE
MENTAL HEALTH MODERNIZA-
TION ACT OF 2005

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the Medicare Mental Health Modernization Act
of 2005. Medicare’s mental health coverage is
woefully inadequate. Instead of the standard
20 percent coinsurance payment required of
beneficiaries, mental health services require a
50 percent copayment. Further, only limited
community-based treatments are covered and,
unlike treatment for physical iliness, there is a
190-day lifetime cap on mental health hos-
pitalization days. The bill we are introducing
today eliminates this blatant mental health dis-
crimination under Medicare and modernizes
the Medicare mental health benefit to meet to-
day’s standards of care.

One in five members of our senior popu-
lation displays mental difficulties that are not
part of the normal aging process. In primary
care settings, over a third of senior citizens
demonstrate symptoms of depression and im-
paired social functioning. Yet only one out of
every three mentally ill seniors receives the
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mental health services he/she needs. Older
adults also have the highest rate of suicide of
any segment of our population. In addition,
mental illness is the single largest diagnostic
category for Medicare beneficiaries on dis-
ability. There is a critical need for effective and
accessible mental health care for the Medicare
population. Recent research has found a di-
rect relationship between treating depression
in older adults and improved physical func-
tioning associated with independent living. Un-
fortunately, the current structure of Medicare
mental health benefits is inadequate and pre-
sents multiple barriers to access of essential
treatment. This bill addresses these problems.

The Medicare Mental Health Modernization
Act of 2005 is a straightforward bill that im-
proves Medicare’s mental health benefits as
follows:

It reduces the discriminatory co-payment for
outpatient mental health services from 50 per-
cent to the 20 percent level charged for most
other Part B medical services.

It eliminates the arbitrary 190-day lifetime
cap on inpatient services in psychiatric hos-
pitals.

It improves beneficiary access to mental
health services by including within Medicare a
number of community-based residential and
intensive outpatient mental health services
that characterize today’s state-of-the-art clin-
ical practices.

It further improves access to needed mental
health services by addressing the shortage of
qualified mental health professionals serving
older and disabled Americans in rural and
other medically underserved areas by allowing
state licensed marriage and family therapists
and mental health counselors to provide Medi-
care-covered services.

Similarly, it corrects a legislative oversight
that will facilitate the provision of mental health
services by clinical social workers within
skilled nursing facilities.

It requires the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to conduct a study to exam-
ine whether the Medicare criteria to cover
therapeutic services to beneficiaries with Alz-
heimer's and related cognitive disorders dis-
criminates by being too restrictive.

The push for mental health parity is ongo-
ing. We've made important strides forward for
the under-65 population. Twenty-three states
have already enacted full mental health parity
and the Federal Employees Health Benefits
Plan was improved in 2001 to assure that all
federal employees and members of Congress
are provided mental health parity. In April
2002, President Bush called for Congress to
enact legislation to provide equivalence for pri-
vate sector health insurance coverage of men-
tal and physical conditions (though he has yet
to endorse any legislation to achieve that
goal).

What has been too-often missing from this
overall mental health parity debate is the fact
that the Medicare program continues to fail to
meet the mental health needs of America’s
seniors and those with disabilities. That’'s why
we've introduced the Medicare Mental Health
Modernization Act. That's also why this bill
has received support from numerous mental
health advocacy and provider organizations in-
cluding: the National Alliance for the Mentally
lll, the Federation of Families for Children’s
Mental Health, the American Association of
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Geriatric Psychiatry, the American Psycho-
logical Association, the American Association
for Marriage and Family Therapy, the Amer-
ican Mental Health Counselors Association,
and the Clinical Social Work Federation.

It is past time for us to take action with re-
gard to Medicare’s inadequate mental health
benefits. Over the years, Congress has up-
dated Medicare’s benefits for treatment of
physical illnesses as the practice of medicine
has changed. The mental health field has un-
dergone many advances over the past several
decades. Effective, research-validated inter-
ventions have been developed for many men-
tal conditions that affect stricken beneficiaries.
Most mental conditions no longer require long-
term hospitalizations, and can be effectively
treated in less restrictive community settings.
This bill recognizes these advances in clinical
treatment practices and adjusts Medicare’s
mental health coverage to account for them.

The Medicare Mental Health Modernization
Act of 2005 removes discriminatory features
from the Medicare mental health benefits and
helps facilitate access to up-to-date and af-
fordable mental health services for our elderly
and disabled. | encourage my colleagues to
support its passage into law.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF STEVE LA MANTIA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Steve La
Mantia, Junior Achievement of Laredo Busi-
ness Hall of Fame Laureate.

Mr. La Mantia grew up in McAllen, Texas,
with his three brothers and sisters. He de-
scribes himself as having “grown up farming”
on his family’s farm on Mines Road. From an
early age, he loved sports, and the persist-
ence and competition that sports embody
have become guiding values in his life.

He graduated from McAllen high school,
where he played football, and attended college
at Texas A&M, where he served as a referee.
As a businessman, Mr. La Mantia has been
tremendously dedicated to giving back to the
educational community. Since 1991, he has
been raising money for the Hispanic Scholar-
ship Fund. In 2002, his family founded
STARS: South Texas Academic Rising Schol-
ars. STARS now provides students from the
lower 22 counties of South Texas scholarship
money to attend the college of their choice.

Mr. La Mantia is one of his community’s
most successful businessmen, working as
Vice President and part owner of L&F distribu-
tors in Laredo. His work is a testament to the
power of family businesses to thrive and cre-
ate growth for our communities.

Mr. Steve La Mantia is a loyal Texan, a
dedicated volunteer and philanthropist, and an
exemplary businessman. | am happy that he
has been chosen to receive the Laredo Junior
Achievement Hall of Fame award, and | am
proud to have had the chance to recognize
him here today.
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90TH COMMEMORATION OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in re-
membrance of the Armenian Genocide—one
of the most horrific tragedies of the 20th cen-
tury. Beginning on April 24, 1915, leaders of
the Ottoman Empire began murdering thou-
sands of Armenian people. By 1923, the num-
ber of Armenians murdered was over 1.5 mil-
lion. Yet, in spite of irrefutable evidence, the
United States of America and the Republic of
Turkey have consistently refused to officially
acknowledge that the Armenians were victims
of genocide.

The Armenian Genocide is a historical event
that cannot be denied or forgotten. It is vital
for Turkey to recognize that this tragedy took
place on its soil. Turkey should follow the ex-
ample of Germany in its swift commendation
and acknowledgement of the Holocaust. It is
also equally vital for the United States to offi-
cially recognize the Armenian Genocide, just
as many other governments have.

In 2000 the European Parliament officially
recognized the Armenian Genocide. The fol-
lowing year the French Parliament recognized
it as well. Many attempts have also been
made by the U.S. Congress to officially recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide. These attempts,
however, have been scuttled by successive
administrations for fear of disrupting our stra-
tegic relationship with Turkey. While | certainly
value Turkey’s friendship, as a world leader,
the U.S. must officially acknowledge the Arme-
nian Genocide. Not doing so sets an ex-
tremely poor example for the rest of the world
and denies the victims of this horrific tragedy
the proper reverence they deserve.

———

90TH COMMEMORATION OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join
with Armenians throughout the United States,
Armenia, and the world in commemorating the
90th anniversary of the Armenian genocide,
one of the darkest episodes in Europe’s recent
past. This week, members and friends of the
Armenian community gather to remember April
24, 1915, when the arrest and murder of 200
Armenian politicians, academics, and commu-
nity leaders in Constantinople marked the be-
ginning of an 8-year campaign of extermi-
nation against the Armenian people by the
Ottoman Empire.

Between 1915 and 1923, approximately 1.5
million Armenians were killed and more than
500,000 were exiled to the desert to die of
thirst or starvation. The Armenian genocide
was the first mass murder of the 20th century,
a century that was sadly to be marked by
many similar attempts at racial or ethnic exter-
mination, from the Holocaust to the Rwandan
genocide and now the ongoing genocide in
Darfur, Sudan.
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In the 90 years since the beginning of this
genocide, we have learned the importance of
commemorating these tragic events. In 1939,
after invading Poland and relocating most
Jews to labor or death camps, Hitler cynically
defended his own actions by asking, “Who re-
members the Armenians?” Just a few years
later, 6 million Jews were dead. Now is the
time when we must answer Hitler's question
with a clear voice: We remember the Arme-
nians, and we stand resolved that genocide is
a crime against all humanity. We must remem-
ber the legacy of the Armenian genocide and
we must speak out against such tragedies to
ensure that no similar evil occurs again.

While today is the day in which we solemnly
remember the victims of the Armenian geno-
cide, | believe it is also a day in which we can
celebrate the extraordinary vitality and
strength of the Armenian people, who have
fought successfully to preserve their culture
and identity for over a thousand years. The
Armenian people withstood the horrors of
genocide, two world wars, and several dec-
ades of Soviet dominance in order to establish
modern Armenia. Armenia has defiantly rebuilt
itself as a nation and a society—a triumph of
human spirit in the face of overwhelming ad-
versity.

It is my firm belief that it is only by learning
from and commemorating the past can we
work toward a future free from racial, ethnic,
and religious hate. By acknowledging the Ar-
menian genocide and speaking out against the
principles by which it was conducted, we can
send a clear message: never again.

—

ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. SUE W. KELLY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 6) to ensure jobs
for our future with secure, affordable, and re-
liable energy.

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Chairman, | regret that |
missed last week’s votes during House con-
sideration of the Energy Policy Act of 2005
due to a death in my family. | wanted to take
this opportunity to talk about some of the im-
portant issues which came up during this de-
bate.

For the past several years, fluctuating and
high energy prices have caused a severe bur-
den on American consumers and businesses.
Without a comprehensive energy policy in
place our economic and national security con-
tinues to be affected. Unfortunately, the bill
passed by the House falls short regarding
some very important issues, and | wanted to
take an opportunity to state my concerns on
this matter.

| remain opposed to drilling in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, ANWR, and will con-
tinue to support the removal of this provision
from a final energy bill. | have continually sup-
ported amendments, similar to the one offered
by Mr. MARKEY which protects ANWR from ex-
ploration and development. Drilling in the Arc-
tic would do little to address our country’s
long-term energy needs, and the cost to a crit-
ical environmental asset would be substantial.
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| also support the amendment offered by
Reprentative CAPPS regarding MTBE contami-
nation. As we now know, this highly-soluble
additive is contaminating our water and posing
a threat to our communities by leaking out of
underground storage tanks and from gasoline
spills and spreading rapidly into groundwater.
The current circumstances demonstrate that
our reliance on MTBE has resulted in harmful
side-effects. We need energy policies which
promote the use of cleaner burning fuels that
do not endanger our water supply. By phas-
ing-out the use of MTBE and allowing states
to pursue alternative courses to meeting
strong clean air standards, significant strides
might be made in our effort to create sensible,
well-rounded environmental policies. The
Town of Wappinger and the Village of
Pawling, two water providers in my district,
have filed suit against oil companies because
of MTBE contamination of their drinking water
sources. I've also heard from residents in the
Town of Highlands, who have expressed to
me their opposition to a proposal that would
retroactively apply the product liability waiver
to October 1, 2003. | opposed this provision
when it was included in the energy bill consid-
ered by the House in the last Congress. My
colleague, Mrs. CAPPS offered a sound
amendment which would ensure that the oil
and chemical industries remain fully liable in
order to ensure that public health and safety
are protected. Though the amendment unfor-
tunately failed, | will continue to work with my
colleagues on this provision to ensure my
communities are protected.

The time has come to reform our Corporate
Average Fuel Economy, CAFE, standards for
vehicles. As my record indicates, | have con-
sistently voted in favor of amendments which
will do just that. This year, my colleague from
New York, Mr. BOEHLERT offered a smart
amendment to increase the fuel economy of
America’s vehicles to 33 miles per gallon by
2015. America’s cars and trucks consume
over 8 million barrels of oil per day and are a
major source of the heat-trapping pollution that
causes global warming. We could safely
achieve 33 miles per gallon and not only save
American consumers money at the gas pumps
but curb global warming emissions.

The encouragement of a more domestic
production of oil with incentives such as a
streamlined permit process, promotes a great-
er refining capacity to bring more oil to market,
and increases the gasoline supply by stopping
the proliferation of expensive regional boutique
fuels. The nation needs to reduce its dan-
gerous dependence on foreign oil. Mr. WAX-
MAN’s amendment advances this policy by al-
lowing new domestic oil and gas exploration
and development by authorizing expansion of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve’s capacity to
1 billion barrels.

We need a clean fuels program that will
help reduce smog in afflicted areas, primarily
the eastern half of the country, which has the
greatest smog problems. More than 150 mil-
lion Americans live in areas where EPA has
determined that ground-level ozone or smog
levels are high enough to cause serious health
problems. | continue to be a supporter of the
Clean Smokestacks Act, which calls for signifi-
cant emission reductions for sulfur dioxide,
mercury, nitrogen oxide and carbon dioxide,
and have made it clear to the EPA my opposi-
tion to any modifications to the Clean Air Act
which will increase pollution.
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