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area around the community; selected
KIOWATA as the marketing name for the
water and financed the entire project through
private funds.

Because of this team effort, The Longford
Water Company is now ready to produce,
market and distribute KIOWATA water. Ac-
cording to Wava Kramer, president of the
board of managers, the company has raised
the real estate tax base of the city, provided
local employment and contributed to the posi-
tive image of the Longford community.

Ms. Kramer also noted the entire effort has
resulted in other benefits. “Langford water has
been long known as nature’s finest gift to Kan-
sas,” said Kramer. “Another gift is that the
process of creating Longford Water Company
has brought our community together. Our town
is small in size but big in spirit.”

For rural communities to survive and pros-
per into the future, citizens must be willing to
create their own opportunities for success.
The Longford Water Company is an example
of how hard work, innovation, professional
management and community pride can create
just such an opportunity.

Citizens throughout the First Congressional
District of Kansas are working together to en-
hance the quality of life in their communities.
Longford Water Company, LLC is a success
story that demonstrates how teamwork and
creative thinking can make a positive dif-
ference in rural America.

———

HONORING DELTA COLLEGE
PRESIDENT DOCTOR PETER D.
BOYSE

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, Mr. CAMP, Mr.
STUPAK and | rise together to pay tribute to Dr.
Peter D. Boyse, a visionary educator who will
retire July 31, 2005, after 17 years of dedi-
cated service to Delta College and the com-
munity it serves. Friends and colleagues will
gather June 10 to honor his dedication and his
many accomplishments.

Dr. Boyse came to Delta College in July
1988 as executive vice president and became
president in January 1993. During his tenure,
Delta College has completed a $26 million
renovation of its computer and science labora-
tories, and its library, and a $42 million ren-
ovation and addition to its Technical Trade
and Manufacturing Complex. These renova-
tions place Delta College on the cutting edge
of training for tomorrow’s jobs in the sciences
and in manufacturing.

Delta College, which serves the people of
Bay County, Midland County and Saginaw
County, as well as many others from sur-
rounding counties in Mid-Michigan, has grown
to be one of our Nation’s leading community
colleges under the guidance of Dr. Boyse.
Support for Delta College within that commu-
nity is demonstrated by the passage of a re-
newal of an operating millage with an unprec-
edented 70 percent approval.

Dr. Boyse’s visionary leadership has
brought about growth in both the size and
stature of Delta College. Through its Cor-
porate Services arm, the college has helped
people all across the United States to grow
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and succeed in their careers. His influence as
an administrator and a leader in the field of
higher education will be felt for many years to
come.

Mr. Speaker, we ask that all of our col-
leagues in the U.S. House of Representatives
join us today in recognizing Dr. Peter D.
Boyse for his exceptional leadership. His guid-
ing hand has helped shape Delta College into
a truly world class institution of higher edu-
cation. We wish Dr. Boyse all the best in re-
tirement and hope for his continued involve-
ment in our community.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ERICH R.
WEBER, OWNER OF WEBER’S
BAKERY

HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the memory of a member of my
community who truly exemplified the dedica-
tion and hard work required of his ancient pro-
fession.

As the longtime owner and operator of a
popular Chicago neighborhood bakery, Erich
R. Weber never knew an easy day.

For many years, the Chicago native would
begin his workday at 2 a.m., breaking by mid-
afternoon to have dinner with his family, then
returning to the bakery later in the evening.
Family members said that in addition to keep-
ing the business side running, he was also the
baker behind many of the pastries that dis-
appeared quickly from the shelves.

“He was first and foremost a baker,” said
his son Michael. “He wore his whites every
day.”

Mr. Weber, age 71, the longtime owner of
Weber's Bakery on the Southwest Side, died
April 7, 2005.

Mr. Weber graduated from St. Rita High
School in 1951. He received a bachelor’s de-
gree in baking science and management from
Florida State University in Tallahassee in
1955. That same year he married his wife of
49 years, Bernadine, a fellow student.

Mr. Weber learned to bake from his father,
a German immigrant, who founded the bakery
in Chicago in 1930. Originally on Kedzie Ave-
nue, the bakery moved in the 1940s to 63rd
Street, and in 1979 to 7055 W. Archer Ave. in
the Garfield Ridge neighborhood.

After serving 2 years in the Air Force during
the late 1950s, Mr. Weber returned to Chi-
cago, where he joined his father at the bakery.
For several years, father and son served as
co-presidents of the Chicago Lawn Chamber
of Commerce.

“With his college background, my father
brought an understanding of the business end
of things,” said Mr. Weber’s son, Michael, who
now owns and operates the bakery. “He was
technology wise and willing to take chances.”

Family members said that when more His-
panic residents moved into the bakery’s neigh-
borhood, Mr. Weber introduced more ethnic
pastries such as tres leche cake, or three milk
cake, which became popular with his cus-
tomers.

“He was very good at adapting to the
changing needs and times of the neighbor-
hood, but he never gave in to trends,” his son
said.
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The father of seven sons, including his late
son, David, Mr. Weber often sought the help
of family at the bakery, especially during holi-
days.

“One of my fondest memories is of Dad and
me rolling hundreds of loaves of bread during
Holy Week at Easter time, and all before the
sun came up,” said his son Michael. “It was
a chance to be alone with him and just talk.”

After retiring in 1996, Mr. Weber spent
much of his time traveling with his wife and
enjoying winters at his home in Naples, FL.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my heartfelt condo-
lences to Mrs. Weber and Mike Weber, as
well as Mr. Weber's five other sons, Mark,
Paul, Phillip, Stephen and Kurt; his brother,
Gilbert; and his 21 grandchildren.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF BARBARA KEMPER-NOLAN

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Barbara
Kemper-Nolan, Saegert sixth grade teacher.

Ms. Kemper-Nolan is a sixth grade teacher
specializing in resource math and language
arts. She has two years of teaching experi-
ence in the Seguin Independent School Dis-
trict, five years as an instructional aide and
one year as a substitute. With her short time
at Saegert she has already started to make an
impact on her students.

Ms. Kemper-Nolan has a Bachelor of
Science in Psychology, a Master of Coun-
seling from Arizona State University, and a
Special Education Alternative Certification in
grades prekindergarten through twelve.

When Ms. Kemper-Nolan was asked, “why
would someone choose to work with some of
the most challenging students who are faced
with daunting intellectual and emotional obsta-
cles,” she quickly replied that “there is no
greater feeling than watching the light go on in
the eyes of a child, especially a child who has
given up on him or herself . . . one teachable
moment at a time.”

Through her initiative, energy, and audacity,
Ms. Kemper-Nolan proves to be an exemplary
teacher, and a blessing to the people in her
community. She has an excellent career
ahead of her, and | wish her the best of luck.

IN MEMORY OF STAR NUCKOLLS
HON. RALPH M. HALL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. HALL. Mr. Speaker, the greatest sad-
ness for most of us is the loss of a child, and
today | want to honor the life and help pre-
serve the memory of Star Nuckolls of Sulphur
Springs, Texas, whose life ended on February
7. Star was four years old. Her life and her
struggle captured the hearts of hundreds in
her community and throughout the Nation, and
today we celebrate the joy and inspiration she
brought to so many.

Star was first diagnosed with cancer in June
2004 and received numerous medical treat-
ments during the six months prior to her
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death. Specialists at MD Anderson Medical
Center in Houston performed the necessary
surgery and follow-up treatments for a stage
four cancer. The citizens of Sulphur Springs
and members of the First Baptist Church ral-
lied in support of Star, her parents Steve and
Kari, and sister Saylor. Sean Huffman, editor
of The Christian News Monthly, wrote and
published a moving article about Star and the
strength and faith demonstrated by Star’s par-
ents.

Star was a beautiful and vibrant young girl
who demonstrated a capacity to live with en-
thusiasm and joy despite her serious illness.
She never understood all that was happening
to her and certainly could not comprehend the
outpouring of support from friends and strang-
ers alike. But her parents did. Their Sunday
School class provided groceries so they
wouldn’t have to shop. Someone mowed their
yard every week. Weyerhauser in Dallas do-
nated purple stars with Star's name on them
that were sold to help defray out-of-pocket
medical expenses. These stars were displayed
all around Sulphur Springs in a show of sup-
port. Steve and Kari’'s employer, Farm Bureau
Insurance, donated enough to cover a weekly
chemotherapy drug that was not covered by
their medical insurance. And the prayers that
were lifted for Star and her family are count-
less.

Throughout this difficult time, Kari and Steve
demonstrated an unshakeable faith in God
and a strength beyond belief. Star may have
lost her battle with cancer, but she was vic-
torious in life. Star unknowingly strengthened
the faith of her family, brought a community
together in love and support, and captured the
hearts of many throughout the Nation. As we
adjourn today in the House of Representa-
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tives, let us do so in loving memory of the life
of Star Nuckolls. May her short but remarkable
life continue to bless her family and commu-
nity and all those whose hearts she touched.

———

FIFTIETH JUBILEE OF REVEREND
I.J. JOHNSON

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this month our
community celebrates the fiftieth jubilee of
Reverend |.J. Johnson is the pastor of St.
Mark’s Missionary Baptist Church in Toledo,
Ohio.

Amazingly, Reverend Johnson entered the
ministry at age twelve. By nineteen, he began
pastoring in his home state of Alabama. He
received his Bachelor of Theology degree
from Easonian Baptist Seminary in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, and served four churches
until coming to Ohio in 1955. In July of that
year, he was invited by Dr. Israel Walker to
conduct a revival at St. Mary’s Baptist Church.
During this visit he met the woman who would
become his wife. On August 26, 1958, Rev-
erend Johnson and Mother Betty Rae Johnson
were married. Together they raised four chil-
dren: Reverend C.L. Johnson, Reverend Mi-
chael Johnson. Denisee Williams and Angela
Taylor.

In October of 1955, Pastor Johnson founded
and organized St. Mark’s Missionary Baptist
Church. Started with just three members, the
church grew over the half-century to more
than 2,000 souls.
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Enjoying a well-earned reputation as a spir-
itual leader, Pastor Johnson has been invited
to conduct revivals in Alabama, Georgia, Flor-
ida, Indiana, Louisiana, Michigan, Minnesota,
New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio,
South Carolina, and Tennessee. All of this in
addition to his ministry at St. Mark’s. He has
established a yearly fellowship with Historical
First Baptist Church of Toronto, Ontario, Can-
ada. In 1981, Pastor Johnson invited Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Sr. to St. Mark’s, at which time
the first album recorded by the church choir
was dedicated. The album was entitled “Our
Day Will Come.”

Many of our area ministers count Pastor
Johnson as mentor. Perhaps the greatest tes-
tament to his nurturing ability is the fact that
both of his sons are now preachers in their
own right. Not only ministers, but many in our
community have been beneficiaries of his
counsel. Truly a community leader, Pastor
Johnson served as president of the Baptist
Ministers Conference for eight years. Other
associations include the Fairside Community
Organization, Northwestern Ohio Missionary
Baptist Association, Lucas County Mental
Health Board, Interracial Interfaith Committee,
Evangelical Board of the National Baptist Con-
vention, and NAACP. A welcome advisor,
Reverend Johnson has also been specially
recognized by our area’s elected leaders.

Reverend Johnson’s charismatic leadership,
dynamic example, personal spirituality, and
careful teachings have brought many people
to live their lives in the steps of Jesus Christ.
He embodies God’'s teachings as written in
Matthew, 4:19; “Follow me, and | will make
you fishers of men.”
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