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sides of the aisle for his expertise, organiza-
tional ability, and exceptional diplomatic skills. 

During his distinguished career, Larry—as 
he is known by his friends—managed relations 
with foreign embassies in Washington and 
consulates throughout the United States, han-
dling issues of accreditation, privileges and im-
munities under international law. As a senior 
career officer in the bureau, he resolved sen-
sitive cases involving diplomatic immunity, rec-
ognition of foreign officials, and establishing 
and breaking relations. He also organized par-
ticipation of foreign government representa-
tives in major national events, leading a team 
which arranged for more than 80 delegations 
from abroad and 180 ambassadors rep-
resenting foreign governments to attend the 
State Funeral of former President Reagan. Mr. 
Dunham represented the State Department on 
television and radio broadcasts, in meetings 
with Congressional staff, journalists, and as an 
expert witness. He served as a speaker to 
groups including the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, National Association of 
Secretaries of State, Smithsonian Associates, 
spouses of new foreign ambassadors, and 
consular corps throughout the United States. 
Among the awards he received were the Su-
perior Honor Award for outstanding service in 
upholding international legal principles; Meri-
torious Honor Awards for initiative and leader-
ship in monetary conservation and improve-
ment in efficiency, and for outstanding mana-
gerial skills in restructuring work and improv-
ing service; the Secretary’s Certificate of Rec-
ognition; the Commanders’ Cross, Austria; and 
the Order of Queen Isabella, Spain. 

A graduate of George Mason University 
School of Law, Mr. Dunham and his lovely 
wife Deborah reside in Annandale, Virginia. 
He is being honored on Friday, April 22, 2005 
at an event at the DACOR-Bacon House in 
Washington, D.C. which will be attended by a 
number of ambassadors representing nations 
which he has assisted during his career. 

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues here in 
the U.S. House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Larry Dunham on his retirement 
and in expressing our appreciation for his 
many years of exemplary service to our Na-
tion.
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Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor Billy Paul Carneal, a Springfield, Ten-
nessee, native who has dedicated his life to 
public service and the past 111⁄2 years as the 
executive director of the Springfield-Robertson 
County Chamber of Commerce. Billy Paul has 
decided to retire from the chamber, and I want 
to thank him for all he has done for his com-
munity, which I have the honor of representing 
in this esteemed body. 

Billy Paul has served as a teacher in Rob-
ertson County, a school principal and adminis-
trator in nearby Cheatham County, the mayor 
of Springfield and a volunteer firefighter. In ad-
dition, he currently serves as a Robertson 
County commissioner. Billy Paul’s contribu-

tions to his community can be traced to his 
grandfather, R.W. Darke, who was a member 
of both houses of the Tennessee General As-
sembly and the city clerk for Springfield. 

Billy Paul’s service as a public school teach-
er and administrator is especially admirable. 
He says he became an educator because his 
teachers in high school and college served as 
excellent role models for him. He then passed 
his own passion for case history and govern-
ment to a new generation. Today, his former 
students are doctors, lawyers, public officials 
and teachers. 

As mayor of Springfield, Billy Paul was in-
strumental in changing the city’s form of gov-
ernment from three at-large commissioners to 
a board of mayor and aldermen, with a city 
manager to oversee operations. He says the 
decision to seed the change in government 
was one of the toughest he made as mayor. 

Billy Paul’s latest contribution to his commu-
nity involved a very successful tenure as the 
executive director of the chamber. In this ca-
pacity, he improved immensely the quality of 
life for Robertson County residents. But Billy 
Paul did not do all this alone. He had help 
from many in the community, and he had the 
love and support of an understanding wife and 
family. He attributes the support of his wife, 
Pat, and their three children for his accom-
plishments. Billy Paul, I wish you well in your 
future endeavors and thank you for your serv-
ice to a community you obviously cherish.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF AMANDA JENNER, BRIESE-
MEISTER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Amanda 
Jenner, Briesemeister Middle School Teacher 
of the Year. 

Amanda Jenner received a Bachelor of 
Science in Elementary Education with a spe-
cialization in math from Southwest State Uni-
versity. 

Ms. Jenner, who is also a former graduate 
of Seguin High School, understands the 
unique needs of her students. She prefers to 
look at every new day as an opportunity to 
learn from new experiences. As a teacher, she 
encourages her students to look at life’s chal-
lenges in new and creative ways. 

Math is important for success in later life, 
and Ms. Jenner believes that it is important to 
make the subject practical and even fun. She 
believes in the importance of having a good 
sense of humor and reaching students on a 
personal level. 

I am proud to have had the chance to rec-
ognize Briesemeister Middle School’s Teacher 
of the Year, Amanda Jenner. Her unique 
teaching style and personal approach help to 
create a healthy learning atmosphere for our 
children.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, during the day of April 20, I traveled to 
Rhode Island to attend the Funeral Wake of 
Providence Police Officer Allen. During this 
time I missed several rollcall votes. 

I respectfully request the opportunity to 
record my position on rollcall votes. 

It was my intention to vote: ‘‘no’’ on rollcall 
No. 112, H. Res. 219. I would have voted ‘‘no’’ 
because this rule and this bill represent an un-
funded mandate that shifts $30 billion in clean-
up costs of MTBE pollution in the drinking 
water supply to State and local governments. 
‘‘Yes’’ on rollcall No. 113, H. Con. Res. 126: 
expressing the condolences and deepest sym-
pathies of the Congress in the aftermath of the 
recent school shooting at Red Lake High 
School in Red Lake, Minnesota. ‘‘Yes’’ on roll-
call No. 114, H. Res. 208: recognizing the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh and Dr. Jonas Salk on the 
fiftieth anniversary of the milestone discovery 
of the Salk polio vaccine, which has virtually 
eliminated the disease and its harmful effects. 

At this time I would ask for unanimous con-
sent that my positions be entered into the 
RECORD following those votes or in the appro-
priate portion of the RECORD.
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OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Nicholas P. Godici, a distin-
guished public servant who is retiring after 
more than 32 years of exemplary service with 
the United States Patent and Trademark Of-
fice (USPTO). In 2000, Commissioner Godici 
was appointed by the Secretary of Commerce 
as the first Commissioner for Patents under 
the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999. 
That Act rechartered the USPTO and made 
the most significant changes to the U.S. pat-
ent system since the Patent Act of 1952. 

As Commissioner for Patents, Commis-
sioner Godici effectively oversaw an organiza-
tion that employs more than 3,700 patent ex-
aminers who review and process over 
350,000, patent applications each year. He 
was instrumental in the drafting and imple-
mentation of the USPTO’s 21st Century Stra-
tegic Plan which is a comprehensive, ongoing 
effort to increase productivity in patent proc-
essing time, enhance patent quality, and pro-
mote electronic filing and processing. 

Commissioner Godici began his career on 
June 25, 1972, as a patent examiner and his 
steady leadership and commitment to the pat-
ent system have earned him international rec-
ognition and the respect of his colleagues and 
the entire intellectual property rights commu-
nity. 

He was appointed to the Senior Executive 
Service in 1990 as Group Director of a patent 
examination organization. In 1997, Nick was 
selected to serve as the Deputy Assistant 
Commissioner for Patents responsible for all 
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aspects of the patent granting process. Since 
his appointment to Commissioner, he has rep-
resented the United States in a number of 
international negotiations involving intellectual 
property rights, and testified before Congress 
on a variety of patent issues and USPTO op-
erations. He was also the Acting Under Sec-
retary of Commerce for Intellectual Property 
and Acting Director of the USPTO from Janu-
ary to December 2001. 

I am honored to have this opportunity to 
publicly commend a dedicated public servant 
on the occasion of his retirement. Nicholas 
Godici embodies the excellence of our public 
servants, and I wish him all the best in his fu-
ture endeavors.
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CELEBRATING EARTH DAY—SEN-
ATOR GAYLORD NELSON’S LEG-
ACY 

HON. DAVID R. OBEY 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, Earth Day is a 
great day to call attention to the many environ-
mental public health challenges that face ev-
eryone on the planet. Established by Wiscon-
sin’s own Senator Gaylord Nelson on April 22, 
1970, it stands as an annual reminder that as 
human beings we should recommit ourselves 
to his vision of a world where we demonstrate 
a mutual respect for one another by not ‘‘foul-
ing the nest’’ and preserving the fragile planet 
we share. I submit for inclusion in the RECORD 
this statement from Senator Nelson on the oc-
casion of the 35th anniversary of Earth Day:

EARTH DAY 2005—A WAKE UP CALL 
(By Former Senator Gaylord Nelson—

Founder of Earth Day) 
The 35th anniversary of Earth Day is a so-

bering occasion. On previous anniversaries 
we have hailed this ‘‘new awakening’’ as mil-
lions around the world suddenly rose up and 
pledged their support for a new campaign to 
save the natural environment. 

In 1993 American Heritage magazine called 
Earth Day ‘‘one of the most remarkable hap-
penings in the history of democracy.’’ There 
has been progress, of course, particularly in 
public awareness of the critical role environ-
ment plays in our lives and in the education 
and training of new environmental leaders. 
Environment has become a major political 
issue. The public is prepared to support those 
measures necessary to forge a sustainable so-
ciety, if the President and the Congress have 
the vision to lead us to that goal. 

Unfortunately, the President and the Con-
gress have not stepped up to the challenge of 
providing national and world leadership on 
the environmental crisis. 

In fact, on some key issues, they are actu-
ally resisting or reversing progress made in 
the past 30 to 40 years. And without strong, 
sustained leadership from the President and 
Congress the urgent challenge to protect the 
environment and create a sustainable soci-
ety cannot succeed. Theodore Roosevelt 
made conservation a top priority for the Re-
publican party, and many members of his 
party carried that torch over the years. Re-
cently, however, the GOP leadership has 
abandoned this cause. There are many seri-
ous environmental problems confronting us. 
But two current environmental issues dram-
atize this failure of leadership—energy con-
servation, and population control. Both are 
critical to the sustainability of our society. 

In each case, there is not only a lack of wise 
national leadership but an apparent deter-
mination to turn back the clock. The sur-
render to special interests on these two 
issues makes a mockery of any claim to en-
vironmental awareness. 

Egged on by the President, the Senate on 
March 16 sneaked into the annual budget res-
olution a scheme to allow drilling for oil in 
the pristine Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, 
protected in 1960 at the urging of great envi-
ronmentalists such as Sigurd Olson, Justice 
William O. Douglas, and Wilderness Act au-
thor Howard Zahniser. The bill was signed by 
President Eisenhower. 

This is not just a sabotage of environ-
mental policy. It also undermines any hope 
for a wise energy policy. When all the evi-
dence calls for bold steps to conserve energy 
and develop alternative sources, this cynical 
action implies that we can burn all the oil 
we want and just move on to the next un-
tapped source, no matter where it might be. 

We are told it may be 10 years before a 
very modest amount of oil could be produced 
from this pristine refuge. And what would it 
cost in real terms? 

For the President to call for oil drilling in 
the Arctic Wildlife Refuge is like burning 
the furniture in the White House to keep the 
First Family comfortable. 

Equally critical is the failure of the Presi-
dent and Congress to confront the issue of 
population control, in our own rapidly grow-
ing country and the rest of the world. 

A ‘‘Rockefeller Report’’ in 1972, issued by 
the President’s commission on population 
growth, urged the U.S. to move vigorously to 
stabilize our population at about 200 million 
as rapidly as possible. Since then our popu-
lation has ballooned to 282 million, and is ex-
pected to reach 500 million between 2060 and 
2070. We are heading into a century in which 
we will double and triple our population in a 
short time. 

World-wide population projections are 
equally chilling. A series of international 
conferences have called for bold action to 
control population growth. 

Yet the United States in recent years has 
become an aggressive opponent of family 
planning programs in other countries, and 
we are now facing efforts by some ‘‘new con-
servatives’’ to impose similar restrictions at 
home. 

On previous Earth Days we have offered a 
solution: The President should set the stand-
ard by delivering a message to the Congress 
on the state of the environment, citing prior-
ities that need to be addressed. Congress 
then should hold hearings on these issues. 
This would produce a ‘‘national dialogue’’ on 
the sustainability of our environment, and 
provide a roadmap to the future. 

Without Presidential leadership and Con-
gressional hearings, we cannot claim to be 
taking seriously the most compelling threats 
facing our society. 

On environmental issues, our intelligence 
is reliable. Our scientists have the facts, if 
we will only listen. It is a ‘‘slam dunk’’ that 
we cannot continue on our present course. 
But without Presidential and Congressional 
leadership, even an enlightened public can-
not cope with the greatest challenge of our 
time.—Gaylord Nelson, Washington, DC 
April, 2005.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF BARBARA HANSON NELLERMOE 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Forty-fifth District Court Judge Barbara 

Hanson Nellermoe for her commitment to the 
Bexar County Community. 

For ten years, Judge Nellermoe has been 
representing clients in environmental, banking, 
securities, medical malpractice, and other 
types of commercial litigation. Helping others 
in times of need is Judge Hanson’s top priority 
and she has done a great job of it for the peo-
ple in her community. Rated A-V by the 
Martindale-Hubbell national legal directory, 
she has received such awards as the Presi-
dent’s Award for Outstanding Service to the 
San Antonio Bar Association and the Belva 
Lockwood Outstanding Lawyer Award from the 
Bexar County Women’s Bar Association. 

In addition to her total commitment to her 
current position as Forty-fifth District Court 
Judge, Barbara also serves on the board of di-
rectors for the College of the State Bar of 
Texas and is the Editor in Chief of San Anto-
nio Lawyer magazine. 

Judge Nellermoe is an irreplaceable citizen 
of Bexar County. I am pleased to have the 
chance to honor her here today.
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ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 90TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ERIC CANTOR 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, April 24th 
marks the anniversary of one of the most hor-
rible tragedies of the 20th century, the geno-
cide that was committed against the Armenian 
people by the Ottoman Empire. Over one mil-
lion people were forced into exile and lost their 
lives during this horrible tragedy that befell the 
Armenian people in 1915. 

The United States is proud of the strong ties 
we share with Armenia. Over the years many 
Armenian-Americans have helped to enrich 
and enhance our Nation’s character; we have 
remained committed to peace in the region 
and will continue to help Armenia with its eco-
nomic prosperity and strengthening of its de-
mocracy. 

On this day of remembrance I send my sol-
emn wishes to Armenians everywhere. I look 
forward to our nations working toward a future 
of peace, prosperity, and continued freedom.
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CONGRATULATING THE ONCOLOGY 
NURSING SOCIETY ON THEIR 
30TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHRISTOPHER SHAYS 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. SHAYS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to oncology nurses. Oncology nurses 
play an important and essential role in pro-
viding quality cancer care. These nurses are 
principally involved in the administration and 
monitoring of chemotherapy and the associ-
ated side-effects patients experience. As any-
one ever treated for cancer will tell you, oncol-
ogy nurses are intelligent, well-trained, highly 
skilled, kind-hearted angels who provide qual-
ity clinical, psychosocial and supportive care 
to patients and their families. In short, they are 
integral to our nation’s cancer care delivery 
system. 
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