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Genocide of 1915–1923. We are familiar with 
these events. Hundreds of thousands of men, 
women, and children were driven from their 
homes, starved, beaten, and shot. Govern-
ment-orchestrated intimidation, government-
sponsored deportations, and government-per-
petrated slaughter are the hallmarks of the Ar-
menian Genocide. They are also the hallmarks 
of other genocides with which we are all too 
familiar. 

The Armenian Genocide was the first geno-
cide of its kind, but it was not the last. It has 
served as a model of the Holocaust in Europe, 
the Killing Fields of Cambodia, and religiously 
motivated atrocities in Sudan. We look regret-
fully and sorrowfully at the slaughter of so 
many in these cases, as well we should. 
These events demonstrate man’s inherent sin-
fulness and the evil that comes so easily. No 
one denies the events in Europe, Asia, and 
Africa happened. Anyone rejecting these mass 
slaughters is themselves rejected. And yet, 
many suffer some kind of incredulity when it 
comes to the Armenian Genocide. We de-
mand the perpetrators of these other geno-
cides are made to account for their actions, 
but not the Armenian Genocide. 

Photographs and eye witness accounts 
point overwhelmingly and undoubtedly to the 
massacre of over one million human beings, 
but no one has ever been held accountable. 
Ninety years after these events, the perpetra-
tors are no longer living. In this world, they 
can no longer be held responsible for their ac-
tions. Their heirs, however, should be made to 
acknowledge the deeds of their fathers. But 
they are not. 

Modern Turkey has made Armenian Geno-
cide denial into an article of faith. Genocide 
denial is taught in schools, and is supported 
by the government. Anyone who deviates from 
the official line is considered a traitor. Indeed, 
the government of Turkey works feverishly to 
prevent any government from recognizing the 
Armenian Genocide. Recognition by the legis-
lative bodies of France, Italy, Switzerland, and 
Russia has been met with harsh criticism from 
the Turkish government.

In 2000, only intense lobbying and ruthless 
pressure from Turkey prevented this House 
from recognizing the Armenian Genocide. It is 
shameful that the United States House of 
Representatives refuses to reaffirm the Arme-
nian Genocide. Official American records on 
the Armenian Genocide are considered to be 
the most extensive in the world, and yet we 
refuse to reaffirm what already has been ac-
knowledged to be the first genocide of the 
Twentieth Century. In past eras, American offi-
cials, including US Ambassador Henry Mor-
genthau and President Ronald Reagan, boldly 
declared the savage butchery in eastern 
Anatolia and the Caucuses to be genocide. 

By allowing Turkey to deny its past actions, 
we take a step backwards. By not reaffirming 
the events of ninety years ago, we do not live 
up to the ideals of our country. I reaffirm the 
Armenian Genocide in the House of Rep-
resentatives. I know that it happened. I re-
member.
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Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Kimberly 
Brann, Barnes Middle School Teacher of the 
Year. 

Kimberly Brann graduated from Southwest 
Texas State University, receiving her Bachelor 
of Business Administration in Accounting and 
Finance. 

She has ten years of experience working in 
the business world. Ms. Brann worked in both 
commercial banking in San Antonio and in-
vestment banking in New York before becom-
ing a teacher. Her unique and practical per-
spective helps to prepare our students for ac-
quiring the skills they need for success. 

Kimberly Brann has spent the last eight 
years teaching. She currently works at Seguin 
Independent School District, teaching math at 
Barnes Middle School. Having formerly taught 
fourth grade in the same district, she has 
watched some of her former students grow up 
through middle school. 

It is an honor to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Kimberly Brann. Her passion for edu-
cation helps to insure that our students re-
ceive excellent and practical training that will 
help them succeed in the future.
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Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of North Alabama’s most influential 
leaders, Mr. John Caddell. Mr. Caddell, who 
will turn 95 on Saturday, is a popular lawyer 
in Decatur, Alabama who has done a great 
deal to help further the quality of life for all in-
dividuals in our community. 

Still active in his law firm of Harris, Caddell, 
and Shanks, Mr. Caddell has always found 
time to share his thoughts on important com-
munity issues. He has been recognized for his 
leadership and commitment by the Kiwanis 
Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the Ala-
bama Academy of Honor, and the University 
of Alabama. 

Mr. Caddell is a board member and volun-
teer for many community organizations. He 
has served as a trustee for the University of 
Alabama system, First National Bank of Deca-
tur, the Alabama State Democratic Executive 
Committee, and the Decatur General Hospital 
Foundation amongst others. He is also an 
elder and a Deacon for the First Presbyterian 
Church of Decatur. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Caddell’s family and 
friends in Decatur are gathering today to cele-
brate his 95th birthday with a surprise party. I 
rise, on behalf of everyone in North Alabama 
to thank him for everything he has done for 
the area and wish him a happy, healthy 95th 
year.

NATIONAL MINORITY CANCER 
AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate National Minority Can-
cer Awareness Week, which is taking place 
this week, April 17 to 23, 2005. 

Despite remarkable advances in cancer re-
search, prevention, and treatment, minority 
groups disproportionately fall victim to cancer. 
In honor of this year’s National Minority Can-
cer Awareness Week, we must make a strong 
commitment to support public health programs 
dedicated not only to improving awareness in 
communities of color but to finding a cure for 
cancer and guaranteeing access to quality 
health care. 

Minority populations have higher chances of 
developing life-threatening diseases like can-
cer, and poorer chances of early diagnosis, 
optimal treatment, and survival. Minorities face 
significant barriers to accessing health care, 
including the lack of adequate health insur-
ance; unequal access to research, clinical 
trials, and treatment; and cultural and linguistic 
barriers. This unequal treatment is an unac-
ceptable form of discrimination. We must 
eliminate health disparities affecting minorities 
by breaking down the barriers to access to 
quality health care. 

Minority health disparities affect all Ameri-
cans. While minorities make up only about 
one-third of the U.S. population, they rep-
resent more than half of uninsured Americans. 
According to the Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality, by the year 2050 nearly 1 
in 2 Americans will be a member of a racial 
or ethnic minority. It is critical that we act now 
to eliminate health disparities and to reduce 
the number of uninsured Americans. The cost 
of inaction will mean more preventable ill-
nesses and deaths, higher health care costs, 
and lost productivity. 

As we recognize National Minority Cancer 
Awareness Week, I hope that we will also 
work to expand public outreach and education 
efforts, accelerate medical research, and 
strengthen Medicaid and other public health 
programs. 

Finally, we must also make a commitment 
to provide access to affordable, comprehen-
sive and quality health care for all Americans, 
regardless of their race, gender, income or ge-
ographic location. As the only industrialized 
nation in the world that does not guarantee 
access to health care as a right, it is time for 
a change.
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Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of strengthening Social Security 
through ownership and saving. 

Right now, we have an opportunity to let 
Americans own a piece of their retirement sav-
ings by strengthening Social Security through 
voluntary personal accounts. 
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Most Americans might be surprised to know 

that their Social Security isn’t very secure at 
all. As the system stands today, your Social 
Security check is controlled by Congress. And 
when you die, your benefits are taken away, 
regardless of how long or how much you’ve 
paid into the system. 

That’s a bum deal for Americans. 
If instead, we let younger workers create 

voluntary personal retirement accounts with a 
small portion of their Social Security money, 
more Americans could build a nest egg that 
the government could never ever take away. 
These savings could be passed on to future 
generations. 

Mr. Speaker, voluntary personal accounts 
will help low- and middle-income Americans 
accumulate wealth and save for their future. I 
ask for your support.
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Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Downingtown, Pennsylvania Area 
Chamber of Commerce on the occasion of its 
60th anniversary. 

The Downingtown Area Chamber of Com-
merce was established in 1945 and then later 
incorporated in 1947. Throughout the past 
sixty years, the Chamber of Commerce has 
worked diligently to represent, assist, and 
grow the Downingtown business community 
and, in turn, has become one of the most re-
spected business organizations in Chester 
County, Pennsylvania. 

For the past 60 years, the Downingtown 
Area Chamber of Commerce has worked to 
unify and sustain the business community in 
the area. The Chamber has continually 
worked hard to maintain a strong economic 
base in Downingtown and continues to main-
tain and provide an environment that is ap-
pealing not only to businesses and merchants, 
but also to residents. Because of these strong 
initiatives demonstrated by the Downingtown 
Chamber of Commerce and its solid reputation 
for facilitating economic growth in the area, 
the Chamber has been instrumental in culti-
vating Downingtown as ‘‘The Good Neighbor 
Community.’’

Today, there are approximately 350 mem-
bers of the Downingtown Area Chamber of 
Commerce. The members are comprised of 
small business owners, industrial companies, 
professionals, residents, and organizations in-
terested in supporting the activities and prin-
ciples of the Downingtown community. More-
over, the members are interested in economic 
prosperity for their community. The Chamber 
works conscientiously to make sure that 
Downingtown thrives and prospers. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in honoring the Downingtown Area 
Chamber of Commerce for its drive and dedi-
cation over the past 60 years to provide the 
citizens of Downingtown with a community that 
is economically prosperous and building on its 
past successes for a brighter future.

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF LYTLE INDEPENDENT 
SCHOOL DISTRICT SUPER-
INTENDENT MICHELLE C. SMITH 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the important contributions of Lytle Inde-
pendent School District Superintendent 
Michelle Carroll Smith. 

Ms. Smith is a product of her hometown 
school system. She was raised on a farm in 
Lytle, Texas and graduated from Lytle high 
school. She graduated from The University of 
Texas at San Antonio with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in Elementary Education. Then, after 
completing her Master’s degree in Education 
Administration, she became Principal at the el-
ementary school. She later became Assistant 
Superintendent, and in December 2002, she 
became the Superintendent of Lytle Inde-
pendent School District. 

Ms. Smith’s family has been in the Lytle 
school district for many years: her father Al-
fred Carroll graduated in 1961, and her grand-
mother Theresa Carroll graduated in 1940 
from Lytle High School. Her children Trenton 
and Macy also plan to carry on the family tra-
dition and graduate from Lytle High School in 
2013 and 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, Lytle Independent School Dis-
trict Superintendent Michelle Carroll Smith is a 
model of community involvement, and I am 
pleased to have this opportunity to publicly 
thank her.
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TRIBUTE TO CATHY ANDERSON 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of North Alabama’s most compas-
sionate and dedicated leaders, Mrs. Cathy An-
derson. Cathy is currently the CEO and Presi-
dent of Woody Anderson Ford in Huntsville, 
Alabama. 

Mrs. Anderson was recently awarded the 
prestigious Ford ‘‘Salute to Dealers’’ Award. 
The Salute to Dealers Award was established 
to demonstrate Ford Motor Company’s com-
mitment to its dealers that improve the lives of 
those in need in their communities. I have 
known Cathy for many years and cannot think 
of anyone who deserves this award more than 
her. 

Before she joined her late husband at his 
Ford dealership, Cathy was a state social 
worker who worked with abused children and 
their families. Her work has gone a long way 
in providing an effective system for interven-
tion and treatment. She continues her work 
with children today as a strong supporter of 
the National Children’s Advocacy Center in 
Huntsville. 

Cathy is also on the forefront of meth-
amphetamine prevention in North Alabama. In 
2004, she hosted a methamphetamine edu-
cational forum for hospitality workers in Madi-
son County. Cathy understood that a number 
of meth labs are found in hotel and motel 

rooms and organized this forum to help point 
out the signs of meth abuse and teach others 
what they can do to help eradicate meth in the 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, Cathy’s work with children and 
methamphetamine abuse is quite remarkable 
and has helped raise the overall quality of life 
in North Alabama. I consider it a great privi-
lege to have worked with Cathy on a wide va-
riety of issues and to call her my friend. 

On Friday, April 22, the North Alabama 
community will gather to honor and celebrate 
all of Cathy’s achievements. I rise today, to 
join in their celebration and to congratulate her 
on behalf of everyone in North Alabama.
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RECOGNIZING THE 9TH ANNUAL 
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HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 21, 2005

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Saturday, April 
23rd, marks the culmination of Youth Pride 
Month in Washington, DC with our Ninth An-
nual Youth Pride Day. 

Youth Pride Day occurs every April in 
Washington, DC. It is the annual celebration 
for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
(LGBT) young people, which has brought over 
15,000 youth together since its start in 1997. 
The celebration has grown from just 900 par-
ticipants in 1997 to over 2,500 young people 
last year. Youth Pride Day has evolved from 
a single day into a series of events which now 
make April Youth Pride Month. These events 
include a prom, poetry readings, a film screen-
ing, an awards reception, and, on Saturday, 
the First Annual DC Youth Pride College Fair, 
the nation’s largest LGBT college fair as well 
as Youth Pride Day itself. 

The Youth Pride Alliance sponsors Youth 
Pride Day. The Alliance was founded in 1996, 
and its mission is to celebrate the dignity and 
courage of all young people as they discover 
their identities as gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, or straight. 

The Alliance challenges society to stop 
hate, violence, fear, isolation, and denial as it 
reminds us that LGBT youth in our nation’s 
Armed Forces, do so under the policy of 
‘‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.’’ While they have sworn 
to defend the United States with their lives, 
they must suffer the hate, fear, isolation, and 
denial this demonstrably untenable policy en-
genders. 

We, who live in our nation’s capital, feel a 
special affinity to any group that has been de-
nied the full rights and privileges of United 
States citizenship most Americans consider 
their birthrights. I remind the House that 
Washingtonians, who pay the second highest 
taxes in America, do so without full voting rep-
resentation. 

I ask this House to join with me in wel-
coming all those attending Youth Pride Day.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RAHM EMANUEL 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I was not 
present in the chamber last night to cast my 
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