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What a great thrill it was to join them the 

next day in the streets of Yerevan when they 
were celebrating their great victory. Ninety-
eight percent of the people who voted cast 
their ballots in favor of independence. It was 
a wonderful experience to be there with them 
when they danced and sang and shouted, 
‘‘Ketse azat ankakh Hayastan’’—long live free 
and independent Armenia! That should be the 
cry of freedom-loving people everywhere.
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COMMEMORATING THE 90TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this Sunday, 
April 24th, marks the 90th anniversary of the 
beginning the Armenian Genocide. I rise today 
to commemorate this terrible chapter in human 
history, and to help ensure that it will never be 
forgotten. 

On April 24, 1915, the Turkish government 
began to arrest Armenian community and po-
litical leaders. Many were executed without 
ever being charged with crimes. Then the gov-
ernment deported most Armenians from Turk-
ish Armenia, ordering that they resettle in what 
is now Syria. Many deportees never reached 
that destination. 

From 1915 to 1918, more than a million Ar-
menians died of starvation or disease on long 
marches, or were massacred outright by Turk-
ish forces. From 1918 to 1923, Armenians 
continued to suffer at the hands of the Turkish 
military, which eventually removed all remain-
ing Armenians from Turkey. 

We mark this anniversary of the start of the 
Armenian Genocide because this tragedy for 
the Armenian people was a tragedy for all hu-
manity. It is our duty to remember, to speak 
out and to teach future generations about the 
horrors of genocide and the oppression and 
terrible suffering endured by the Armenian 
people. 

We hope the day will soon come when it is 
not just the survivors who honor the dead but 
also when those whose ancestors perpetrated 
the horrors acknowledge their terrible respon-
sibility and commemorate as well the memory 
of genocide’s victims.

Sadly, we cannot say humanity has pro-
gressed to the point where genocide has be-
come unthinkable. We have only to recall the 
‘‘killing fields’’ of Cambodia, mass killings in 
Rwanda, ‘‘ethnic cleansing’’ in Bosnia and 
Kosovo, and most recently, the unspeakable 
horrors in Darfur, Sudan to see that the threat 
of genocide persists. We must renew our com-
mitment never to remain indifferent in the face 
of such assaults on innocent human beings. 

We also remember this day because it is a 
time for us to celebrate the contribution of the 
Armenian community in America—including 
hundreds of thousands in California—to the 
richness of our character and culture. The 
strength they have displayed in overcoming 
tragedy to flourish in this country is an exam-
ple for all of us. Their success is moving testi-
mony to the truth that tyranny and evil cannot 
extinguish the vitality of the human spirit. 

The United States has an ongoing oppor-
tunity to contribute to a true memorial to the 

past by strengthening Armenia’s emerging de-
mocracy. We must do all we can through aid 
and trade to support Armenia’s efforts to con-
struct an open political and economic system. 

Adolf Hitler, the architect of the Nazi Holo-
caust, once remarked ‘‘Who remembers the 
Armenians?’’ The answer is, we do. And we 
will continue to remember the victims of the 
1915–23 genocide because, in the words of 
the philosopher George Santayana, ‘‘Those 
who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.’’
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COMMEMORATING THE 90TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, as a proud 
member of the Congressional Caucus on Ar-
menian Issues, and the representative of a 
large and vibrant community of Armenian 
Americans, I rise to join my colleagues in the 
sad commemoration of the Armenian Geno-
cide. 

Today we declare to people living in every 
comer of our globe that the Turkish and Amer-
ican governments must finally acknowledge 
what we have long understood: that the un-
imaginable horror committed on Turkish soil in 
the aftermath of World War I was, and is, an 
act of genocide. 

I strongly believe that the tragic events that 
began on April 24, 1915, which are well 
known to all of us, should be part of the his-
tory curriculum in every Turkish and American 
school. On that dark April day, more than 200 
of Armenia’s religious, political and intellectual 
leaders were arrested in Constantinople and 
killed. Ultimately, more than 1.5 million Arme-
nians were systematically murdered at the 
hands of the Young Turks, and more than 
500,000 more were exiled from their native 
land. 

On this 90th anniversary of the beginning of 
the genocide, we lend our voices to a chorus 
that grows louder with each passing year. We 
simply will not allow the planned elimination of 
an entire people to remain in the shadows of 
history. The Armenian Genocide must be ac-
knowledged, studied and never, ever allowed 
to happen again. 

The parliaments of Canada, France and 
Switzerland have all passed resolutions affirm-
ing that the Armenian people were indeed 
subjected to genocide. The United States 
must do the same. I will not stop fighting until 
long overdue legislation acknowledging the Ar-
menian Genocide finally passes. 

Of course, an acknowledgment of the geno-
cide is not our only objective. I remain com-
mitted to ensuring that the U.S. government 
continues to provide direct financial assistance 
to Armenia. Over the years, this aid has 
played a critical role in the economic and polit-
ical advancement of the Armenian people. 

Additionally, it is clearly in our national inter-
est to foster peace and stability in the South 
Caucasus region. We in Congress need to 
renew our commitment to Section 907 of the 
Freedom Support Act, which denies assist-
ance to Azerbaijan until it ends its stranglehold 
on the embattled region of Nagorno-Karabagh. 

We will not stand by as the Armenian people 
are threatened yet again. 

On this solemn day, our message is clear: 
the world remembers the Armenian genocide, 
and the governments of Turkey and the United 
States must declare—once and for all—that 
they do, too.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the victims of one of history’s 
most terrible tragedies, the Armenian Geno-
cide. 

April 24, 1915 is remembered and solemnly 
commemorated each year by the Armenian 
community and others throughout the world. 
On that day, Armenian religious, political, and 
intellectual leaders were arrested in Constanti-
nople, taken to the interior of Turkey and mur-
dered. From 1915 through 1923, Armenians 
that lived under Ottoman rule were systemati-
cally deprived of their property, freedom, and 
dignity. In addition, one and a half million Ar-
menians were massacred, with 500,000 more 
deported. 

Despite the efforts of some to minimize the 
scope and deny the occurrence, the Armenian 
Genocide is a historical fact. In my district, 
there is a significant population of Armenian 
survivors and their families that showed heroic 
courage and a will to survive. Many of the sur-
vivors of the genocide came to the United 
States, where they and their descendants 
have contributed to our society in countless 
ways. With faith and courage, generations of 
Armenians have overcome great suffering and 
proudly preserved their culture, traditions, and 
religion and have told the story of the geno-
cide to an often indifferent world. It is through 
their unforgettable tragedy that we are able to 
share in their history and strong heritage. The 
history of the Armenian Genocide must never 
be forgotten. As Members of Congress and 
people of conscience, we must work to over-
come the indifference and distortions of his-
tory, and ensure that future generations know 
what happened. 

Mr. Speaker, it is impossible to imagine an 
evil more forceful than the efforts to systemati-
cally wipe out a people and a culture as well 
as individual lives. Denying that genocide took 
place when there are recorded accounts of 
barbarity and ethnic violence is an injustice. 
This was a tragic event in human history, but 
by paying tribute to the Armenian community 
we ensure the lessons of the Armenian geno-
cide are properly understood and acknowl-
edged. I am pleased my colleagues and I 
have this opportunity to ensure this tragedy is 
remembered.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. MARK E. SOUDER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to remem-
ber the 90th anniversary of the Armenian 

VerDate jul 14 2003 01:35 Apr 23, 2005 Jkt 039060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A21AP8.039 E22PT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE740 April 22, 2005
Genocide of 1915–1923. We are familiar with 
these events. Hundreds of thousands of men, 
women, and children were driven from their 
homes, starved, beaten, and shot. Govern-
ment-orchestrated intimidation, government-
sponsored deportations, and government-per-
petrated slaughter are the hallmarks of the Ar-
menian Genocide. They are also the hallmarks 
of other genocides with which we are all too 
familiar. 

The Armenian Genocide was the first geno-
cide of its kind, but it was not the last. It has 
served as a model of the Holocaust in Europe, 
the Killing Fields of Cambodia, and religiously 
motivated atrocities in Sudan. We look regret-
fully and sorrowfully at the slaughter of so 
many in these cases, as well we should. 
These events demonstrate man’s inherent sin-
fulness and the evil that comes so easily. No 
one denies the events in Europe, Asia, and 
Africa happened. Anyone rejecting these mass 
slaughters is themselves rejected. And yet, 
many suffer some kind of incredulity when it 
comes to the Armenian Genocide. We de-
mand the perpetrators of these other geno-
cides are made to account for their actions, 
but not the Armenian Genocide. 

Photographs and eye witness accounts 
point overwhelmingly and undoubtedly to the 
massacre of over one million human beings, 
but no one has ever been held accountable. 
Ninety years after these events, the perpetra-
tors are no longer living. In this world, they 
can no longer be held responsible for their ac-
tions. Their heirs, however, should be made to 
acknowledge the deeds of their fathers. But 
they are not. 

Modern Turkey has made Armenian Geno-
cide denial into an article of faith. Genocide 
denial is taught in schools, and is supported 
by the government. Anyone who deviates from 
the official line is considered a traitor. Indeed, 
the government of Turkey works feverishly to 
prevent any government from recognizing the 
Armenian Genocide. Recognition by the legis-
lative bodies of France, Italy, Switzerland, and 
Russia has been met with harsh criticism from 
the Turkish government.

In 2000, only intense lobbying and ruthless 
pressure from Turkey prevented this House 
from recognizing the Armenian Genocide. It is 
shameful that the United States House of 
Representatives refuses to reaffirm the Arme-
nian Genocide. Official American records on 
the Armenian Genocide are considered to be 
the most extensive in the world, and yet we 
refuse to reaffirm what already has been ac-
knowledged to be the first genocide of the 
Twentieth Century. In past eras, American offi-
cials, including US Ambassador Henry Mor-
genthau and President Ronald Reagan, boldly 
declared the savage butchery in eastern 
Anatolia and the Caucuses to be genocide. 

By allowing Turkey to deny its past actions, 
we take a step backwards. By not reaffirming 
the events of ninety years ago, we do not live 
up to the ideals of our country. I reaffirm the 
Armenian Genocide in the House of Rep-
resentatives. I know that it happened. I re-
member.

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF KIMBERLY BRANN, BARNES 
MIDDLE SCHOOL TEACHER OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Kimberly 
Brann, Barnes Middle School Teacher of the 
Year. 

Kimberly Brann graduated from Southwest 
Texas State University, receiving her Bachelor 
of Business Administration in Accounting and 
Finance. 

She has ten years of experience working in 
the business world. Ms. Brann worked in both 
commercial banking in San Antonio and in-
vestment banking in New York before becom-
ing a teacher. Her unique and practical per-
spective helps to prepare our students for ac-
quiring the skills they need for success. 

Kimberly Brann has spent the last eight 
years teaching. She currently works at Seguin 
Independent School District, teaching math at 
Barnes Middle School. Having formerly taught 
fourth grade in the same district, she has 
watched some of her former students grow up 
through middle school. 

It is an honor to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Kimberly Brann. Her passion for edu-
cation helps to insure that our students re-
ceive excellent and practical training that will 
help them succeed in the future.
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN CADDELL 

HON. ROBERT E. (BUD) CRAMER, JR. 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor one of North Alabama’s most influential 
leaders, Mr. John Caddell. Mr. Caddell, who 
will turn 95 on Saturday, is a popular lawyer 
in Decatur, Alabama who has done a great 
deal to help further the quality of life for all in-
dividuals in our community. 

Still active in his law firm of Harris, Caddell, 
and Shanks, Mr. Caddell has always found 
time to share his thoughts on important com-
munity issues. He has been recognized for his 
leadership and commitment by the Kiwanis 
Club, the Chamber of Commerce, the Ala-
bama Academy of Honor, and the University 
of Alabama. 

Mr. Caddell is a board member and volun-
teer for many community organizations. He 
has served as a trustee for the University of 
Alabama system, First National Bank of Deca-
tur, the Alabama State Democratic Executive 
Committee, and the Decatur General Hospital 
Foundation amongst others. He is also an 
elder and a Deacon for the First Presbyterian 
Church of Decatur. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Caddell’s family and 
friends in Decatur are gathering today to cele-
brate his 95th birthday with a surprise party. I 
rise, on behalf of everyone in North Alabama 
to thank him for everything he has done for 
the area and wish him a happy, healthy 95th 
year.

NATIONAL MINORITY CANCER 
AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate National Minority Can-
cer Awareness Week, which is taking place 
this week, April 17 to 23, 2005. 

Despite remarkable advances in cancer re-
search, prevention, and treatment, minority 
groups disproportionately fall victim to cancer. 
In honor of this year’s National Minority Can-
cer Awareness Week, we must make a strong 
commitment to support public health programs 
dedicated not only to improving awareness in 
communities of color but to finding a cure for 
cancer and guaranteeing access to quality 
health care. 

Minority populations have higher chances of 
developing life-threatening diseases like can-
cer, and poorer chances of early diagnosis, 
optimal treatment, and survival. Minorities face 
significant barriers to accessing health care, 
including the lack of adequate health insur-
ance; unequal access to research, clinical 
trials, and treatment; and cultural and linguistic 
barriers. This unequal treatment is an unac-
ceptable form of discrimination. We must 
eliminate health disparities affecting minorities 
by breaking down the barriers to access to 
quality health care. 

Minority health disparities affect all Ameri-
cans. While minorities make up only about 
one-third of the U.S. population, they rep-
resent more than half of uninsured Americans. 
According to the Agency for Healthcare Re-
search and Quality, by the year 2050 nearly 1 
in 2 Americans will be a member of a racial 
or ethnic minority. It is critical that we act now 
to eliminate health disparities and to reduce 
the number of uninsured Americans. The cost 
of inaction will mean more preventable ill-
nesses and deaths, higher health care costs, 
and lost productivity. 

As we recognize National Minority Cancer 
Awareness Week, I hope that we will also 
work to expand public outreach and education 
efforts, accelerate medical research, and 
strengthen Medicaid and other public health 
programs. 

Finally, we must also make a commitment 
to provide access to affordable, comprehen-
sive and quality health care for all Americans, 
regardless of their race, gender, income or ge-
ographic location. As the only industrialized 
nation in the world that does not guarantee 
access to health care as a right, it is time for 
a change.
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STRENGTHEN SOCIAL SECURITY 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of strengthening Social Security 
through ownership and saving. 

Right now, we have an opportunity to let 
Americans own a piece of their retirement sav-
ings by strengthening Social Security through 
voluntary personal accounts. 
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