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They were regular citizens thrust into an ex-
traordinary conflict at a pivotal point in world 
history, and freedom’s future across the globe 
depended on their courage and character. 
They sacrificed and endured much in order to 
defeat tyranny and preserve liberty—over-
coming formidable enemies, the elements, and 
undoubtedly their fears. The freedoms we 
enjoy today are their legacy, and we must 
cherish and defend this legacy as they did. 

I have been very fortunate to meet quite a 
few of those in Southeastern Wisconsin who 
served during World War II, and every time I 
speak with them it is an inspiration. These he-
roes in our midst are a constant reminder of 
the tremendous difference that one person 
can make in this world. Because they con-
fronted evil and risked their lives to liberate 
occupied lands, countless individuals around 
the world were able to grow up enjoying the 
blessings of freedom, and America’s land and 
liberty were preserved. 

Later this week, some of these veterans will 
be commemorating the sixtieth anniversary of 
victory in World War II at a special ceremony 
in Franklin, Wisconsin. They should know that 
America has not forgotten their bravery and 
how they and those fighting beside them 
saved the free world. We will forever be in-
debted to them for their service to our country 
in its hour of need, and we will continue to 
draw strength from this example as we fight 
terrorism and other threats today and in the 
future.
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Thursday, April 21, 2005

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise in tribute 
to an organization with a great record of serv-
ice to the young people of the Sacramento 
Region. Ever since its inception in the 1980s, 
the Center for Youth Citizenship has worked 
tirelessly and successfully to enhance the sig-
nificance of citizenship and the importance of 
our laws and institutions to the young people 
of the local region. I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in saluting the Center for Youth Citi-
zenship (CYC), one of Sacramento’s most re-
spected community organizations. 

Founded in 1984, the Center for Youth Citi-
zenship’s mission is to have young people re-
spect one another, our institutions, and laws; 
have a working understanding of citizenship, 
its requirements and responsibilities; appre-
ciate the foundation and privileges of democ-
racy; and have the skills and character to be 
engaged and informed participants in every-
day community matters. To achieve these 
goals, CYC has reached out to a diverse 
group of school and community partners on 
award winning and recognized school and 
community programs such as the Gordon D. 
Schaber Mock trial & Moot Court Competition, 
Laws for Youth and Families, and California 
Conflict Resolution and Youth Meditation 
Project. 

Through its partnerships with a broad-based 
group of government, business and education 
leaders, CYC initiated the program, With Lib-
erty and Justice for All, in 2004. The program 
is designed to connect the generations and 

groups in the local communities and recommit 
them to the collective pursuit of equity, justice, 
and character. In its inaugural year, CYC, 
along with a coalition of local businesses, 
community groups, and school districts, at-
tracted a theater full of students to commemo-
rate the 50th Anniversary of the landmark Su-
preme Court decision of Brown v. Board of 
Education. As a result of the hard work of the 
CYC staff, hundreds of students were treated 
to a memorable and invaluable learning expe-
rience that will likely impact them for the rest 
of their lives. 

This year, CYC has once again brought to-
gether an impressive list of community entities 
to celebrate the second year of the With Lib-
erty and Justice for All community forum. The 
event theme for the 2005 program is ‘‘A Cele-
bration of Citizenship, Education, and Serv-
ice.’’ Education legend Jaime Escalante, 
profiled in the Academy Award nominated film 
‘‘Stand and Deliver, a group of Mr. Escalante’s 
former students, and acclaimed actor Edward 
James Olmos, who portrayed Mr. Escalante in 
the movie, are all scheduled to participate in 
a special screening of ‘‘Stand and Deliver’’ 
and participate in an important dialogue about 
the importance of citizenship, education, and 
service. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
the Center for Youth Citizenship. I would like 
to especially thank CYC’s Executive Director, 
Dr. Joe Maloney, and his great staff for their 
dedication and hard work. I am confident that 
the Center for Youth Citizenship will continue 
to yield tremendous benefits for the people of 
Sacramento. I ask all my colleagues to join 
with me in wishing the Center for Youth Citi-
zenship a successful 2nd annual With Liberty 
and Justice for All community forum and con-
tinued success in all its future endeavors.
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Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, April 24th marks 
the 90th commemoration of the Armenian 
genocide. On that day, Ottoman Turkish lead-
er Talaat Paskha uttered the frightening direc-
tive to ‘‘Kill every Armenian man, woman, and 
child without concern.’’ 

Between 1915 and 1921, more than 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians were slaughtered, approxi-
mately 80 percent of the population. Men were 
tied together with ropes, taken to the outskirts 
of their town and shot or bayoneted by death 
squads. Women were brutally raped and hun-
dreds of thousands were starved to death. 75 
percent of those who were forced into death 
marches perished, especially children and the 
elderly. And those who survived the ordeal 
were herded into the desert without water, 
thrown off cliffs, burned alive, or drowned. 

Ninety years after that first genocide of the 
20th century, it is hard for many Americans to 
conceive of a tragedy on such a scale. An 
equivalent massacre on U.S. soil would claim 
the lives of 236 million Americans. That’s 
every man, woman, and child in 48 of the 50 
United States. 

Some mistakenly believe that recent events 
make the Armenian tragedy seem long ago. 

To the contrary, its relevance has a height-
ened importance today. One week before Hit-
ler invaded Poland in the fall of 1939, he or-
dered his generals ‘‘to kill without pity or 
mercy all men, women, and children of Polish 
race or language. Only in such a way will we 
win the vital space that we need. Who still 
talks nowadays about the Armenians?’’ 

That is precisely why we must still talk 
about the Armenians today. And we must still 
talk about the Jews, and the Poles, and the 
Russians, and the Catholics, and the Tutsis, 
and the moderate Hutus, and the Sudanese 
whose lives have been lost to genocide. 

That is why this week’s commemoration 
here in the United States Congress and those 
events going on this week are so crucial. If the 
world fails to remember the Armenian geno-
cide of the early 20th century, we will have 
abandoned the collective commitment to fight 
the evils that communities have unleashed 
upon another. 

In these early years of the 21st century, Ar-
menians understand the War on Terror. It is a 
war they have now been fighting for ninety 
years. A war the world community still refuses 
to recognize. As we gather today to pay trib-
ute, it is time for the U.S. Congress to finally 
designate what we all know to be a case of 
genocide. While tragically it may not be last, it 
is time to correct the history in the minds of 
many and finally declare the Armenian geno-
cide the holocaust that it was.
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OF NEW YORK 
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Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I join today 
with many of my colleagues in remembering 
the victims of the Armenian Genocide. April 
24th will be the 90th anniversary of this 
human tragedy. 

From 1915 to 1923, the world witnessed the 
first genocide of the 20th Century. This was 
clearly one of the world’s greatest tragedies—
the deliberate and systematic Ottoman annihi-
lation of 1.5 million Armenian men, women, 
and children. 

Furthermore, another 500,000 refugees fled 
and escaped to various points around the 
world—effectively eliminating the Armenian 
population of the Ottoman Empire. 

From these ashes arose hope and promise 
in 1991—and I was blessed to see it. I was 
one of the four international observers from 
the United States Congress to monitor Arme-
nia’s independence referendum. I went to the 
communities in the northern part of Armenia, 
and I watched in awe as 95 percent of the 
people over the age of 18 went out and voted. 

The Armenian people had been denied free-
dom for so many years and, clearly, they were 
very excited about this new opportunity. Al-
most no one stayed home. They were all out 
in the streets going to the polling places. I 
watched in amazement as people stood in line 
for hours to get into these small polling places 
and vote. 

Then, after they voted, the other interesting 
thing was that they did not go home. They had 
brought covered dishes with them, and all of 
these polling places had little banquets after-
ward to celebrate what had just happened. 
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What a great thrill it was to join them the 

next day in the streets of Yerevan when they 
were celebrating their great victory. Ninety-
eight percent of the people who voted cast 
their ballots in favor of independence. It was 
a wonderful experience to be there with them 
when they danced and sang and shouted, 
‘‘Ketse azat ankakh Hayastan’’—long live free 
and independent Armenia! That should be the 
cry of freedom-loving people everywhere.
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Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, this Sunday, 
April 24th, marks the 90th anniversary of the 
beginning the Armenian Genocide. I rise today 
to commemorate this terrible chapter in human 
history, and to help ensure that it will never be 
forgotten. 

On April 24, 1915, the Turkish government 
began to arrest Armenian community and po-
litical leaders. Many were executed without 
ever being charged with crimes. Then the gov-
ernment deported most Armenians from Turk-
ish Armenia, ordering that they resettle in what 
is now Syria. Many deportees never reached 
that destination. 

From 1915 to 1918, more than a million Ar-
menians died of starvation or disease on long 
marches, or were massacred outright by Turk-
ish forces. From 1918 to 1923, Armenians 
continued to suffer at the hands of the Turkish 
military, which eventually removed all remain-
ing Armenians from Turkey. 

We mark this anniversary of the start of the 
Armenian Genocide because this tragedy for 
the Armenian people was a tragedy for all hu-
manity. It is our duty to remember, to speak 
out and to teach future generations about the 
horrors of genocide and the oppression and 
terrible suffering endured by the Armenian 
people. 

We hope the day will soon come when it is 
not just the survivors who honor the dead but 
also when those whose ancestors perpetrated 
the horrors acknowledge their terrible respon-
sibility and commemorate as well the memory 
of genocide’s victims.

Sadly, we cannot say humanity has pro-
gressed to the point where genocide has be-
come unthinkable. We have only to recall the 
‘‘killing fields’’ of Cambodia, mass killings in 
Rwanda, ‘‘ethnic cleansing’’ in Bosnia and 
Kosovo, and most recently, the unspeakable 
horrors in Darfur, Sudan to see that the threat 
of genocide persists. We must renew our com-
mitment never to remain indifferent in the face 
of such assaults on innocent human beings. 

We also remember this day because it is a 
time for us to celebrate the contribution of the 
Armenian community in America—including 
hundreds of thousands in California—to the 
richness of our character and culture. The 
strength they have displayed in overcoming 
tragedy to flourish in this country is an exam-
ple for all of us. Their success is moving testi-
mony to the truth that tyranny and evil cannot 
extinguish the vitality of the human spirit. 

The United States has an ongoing oppor-
tunity to contribute to a true memorial to the 

past by strengthening Armenia’s emerging de-
mocracy. We must do all we can through aid 
and trade to support Armenia’s efforts to con-
struct an open political and economic system. 

Adolf Hitler, the architect of the Nazi Holo-
caust, once remarked ‘‘Who remembers the 
Armenians?’’ The answer is, we do. And we 
will continue to remember the victims of the 
1915–23 genocide because, in the words of 
the philosopher George Santayana, ‘‘Those 
who cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it.’’
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COMMEMORATING THE 90TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN 
GENOCIDE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, as a proud 
member of the Congressional Caucus on Ar-
menian Issues, and the representative of a 
large and vibrant community of Armenian 
Americans, I rise to join my colleagues in the 
sad commemoration of the Armenian Geno-
cide. 

Today we declare to people living in every 
comer of our globe that the Turkish and Amer-
ican governments must finally acknowledge 
what we have long understood: that the un-
imaginable horror committed on Turkish soil in 
the aftermath of World War I was, and is, an 
act of genocide. 

I strongly believe that the tragic events that 
began on April 24, 1915, which are well 
known to all of us, should be part of the his-
tory curriculum in every Turkish and American 
school. On that dark April day, more than 200 
of Armenia’s religious, political and intellectual 
leaders were arrested in Constantinople and 
killed. Ultimately, more than 1.5 million Arme-
nians were systematically murdered at the 
hands of the Young Turks, and more than 
500,000 more were exiled from their native 
land. 

On this 90th anniversary of the beginning of 
the genocide, we lend our voices to a chorus 
that grows louder with each passing year. We 
simply will not allow the planned elimination of 
an entire people to remain in the shadows of 
history. The Armenian Genocide must be ac-
knowledged, studied and never, ever allowed 
to happen again. 

The parliaments of Canada, France and 
Switzerland have all passed resolutions affirm-
ing that the Armenian people were indeed 
subjected to genocide. The United States 
must do the same. I will not stop fighting until 
long overdue legislation acknowledging the Ar-
menian Genocide finally passes. 

Of course, an acknowledgment of the geno-
cide is not our only objective. I remain com-
mitted to ensuring that the U.S. government 
continues to provide direct financial assistance 
to Armenia. Over the years, this aid has 
played a critical role in the economic and polit-
ical advancement of the Armenian people. 

Additionally, it is clearly in our national inter-
est to foster peace and stability in the South 
Caucasus region. We in Congress need to 
renew our commitment to Section 907 of the 
Freedom Support Act, which denies assist-
ance to Azerbaijan until it ends its stranglehold 
on the embattled region of Nagorno-Karabagh. 

We will not stand by as the Armenian people 
are threatened yet again. 

On this solemn day, our message is clear: 
the world remembers the Armenian genocide, 
and the governments of Turkey and the United 
States must declare—once and for all—that 
they do, too.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the victims of one of history’s 
most terrible tragedies, the Armenian Geno-
cide. 

April 24, 1915 is remembered and solemnly 
commemorated each year by the Armenian 
community and others throughout the world. 
On that day, Armenian religious, political, and 
intellectual leaders were arrested in Constanti-
nople, taken to the interior of Turkey and mur-
dered. From 1915 through 1923, Armenians 
that lived under Ottoman rule were systemati-
cally deprived of their property, freedom, and 
dignity. In addition, one and a half million Ar-
menians were massacred, with 500,000 more 
deported. 

Despite the efforts of some to minimize the 
scope and deny the occurrence, the Armenian 
Genocide is a historical fact. In my district, 
there is a significant population of Armenian 
survivors and their families that showed heroic 
courage and a will to survive. Many of the sur-
vivors of the genocide came to the United 
States, where they and their descendants 
have contributed to our society in countless 
ways. With faith and courage, generations of 
Armenians have overcome great suffering and 
proudly preserved their culture, traditions, and 
religion and have told the story of the geno-
cide to an often indifferent world. It is through 
their unforgettable tragedy that we are able to 
share in their history and strong heritage. The 
history of the Armenian Genocide must never 
be forgotten. As Members of Congress and 
people of conscience, we must work to over-
come the indifference and distortions of his-
tory, and ensure that future generations know 
what happened. 

Mr. Speaker, it is impossible to imagine an 
evil more forceful than the efforts to systemati-
cally wipe out a people and a culture as well 
as individual lives. Denying that genocide took 
place when there are recorded accounts of 
barbarity and ethnic violence is an injustice. 
This was a tragic event in human history, but 
by paying tribute to the Armenian community 
we ensure the lessons of the Armenian geno-
cide are properly understood and acknowl-
edged. I am pleased my colleagues and I 
have this opportunity to ensure this tragedy is 
remembered.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

HON. MARK E. SOUDER 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, April 21, 2005

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to remem-
ber the 90th anniversary of the Armenian 
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