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assured that their financial reporting will be of
the caliber they are entitled to.

With the continued help of their Chief Exec-
utive Officer Buddy Turman, | am confident
that the FICP A will continue to build upon its
legacy from the last 100 years and allow the
profession of accounting to maintain its promi-
nent role in our society. Mr. Speaker, on be-
half of the United States Congress, | am proud
to recognize the 100th Anniversary of the Flor-
ida Institute of Certified Public Accountants.

———

REGARDING: TEJANO SINGER
LAURA CANALES

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | join my fellow
Texans—and many around the Southwest and
the nation in paying special tribute to Laura
Canales, a very special artistic pioneer, and a
talented South Texan, who accomplished
great things throughout her lifetime of per-
forming.

Before there was the phenomenon of
Tejano giant Selena, there was Laura
Canales, who paved the way for a number of
Tejano artists in the late 20th Century. She
contributed much to our culture and to the
music industry, and became known as the
“Barbara Streisand of Tejano music” and as
“Reina de la Onda Tejana,” (queen of the
Tejano wave).

Tejano is a popular type of music in Texas
and the Southwest that has become a huge
industry with its own category in the Grammy
Awards. Tejano is a combination of rock-n-roll
and German Conjunto music. Some of the cul-
tural influences on Tejano music include:
Anglo, African, German, and ltalian.

Tejano was originally dominated by male
performers and it was nearly impossible for
women to break through in this genre. Laura
Canales, with her unique voice and love of
performing, became the first woman to enjoy
real success in the world of Tejano, and was
honored as the first woman to be inducted into
the Tejano ROOTS Hall of Fame in Alice,
Texas. This museum is the only one that is
entirely dedicated in honoring great Tejano
music figures.

Laura’s influence on Tejano music became
readily apparent during the 1970’s and 1980’s.
With her distinctive voice and popularity, she
released various albums that became hits, in-
cluding her debut album, Si Vivi Contigo. Her
numerous accomplishments include a dozen
Tejano music awards, including Female Vocal-
ist of the Year, Female Artist of the Year, and
Female Entertainer of the Year. This
Kingsville, Texas, native also understood the
value of education, earning a bachelor's de-
gree in clinical psychology from Texas A&M
University and pursuing a master’s degree.

Laura Canales proved that a woman could
be successful in the Tejano music industry

. she broke the gender barriers that ex-
isted at the dawn of the emergence of popular
Tejano . . . and she and paved the way for
future, female Tejano performers.

This Tejano legend and daughter of South
Texas will truly be missed, although she will
live on in her music, to be enjoyed by many
future connoisseurs of Tejano. | ask my col-
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leagues to join me in keeping her family—and
her many fans—in our thoughts and prayers at
this difficult time.

———————

IN HONOR OF THE CITY OF
HOBOKEN, NEW JERSEY

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the city of Hoboken, New Jersey, on
its sesquicentennial celebration. The people of
Hoboken will be commemorating this event
with a series of activities throughout the spring
and summer. Last weekend, the community
held its 150th Anniversary Parade on April 16,
2005.

Located on the shore of the Hudson River,
Hoboken is known for its lively atmosphere
and rich history. The area was developed al-
most single-handedly by Colonel John Ste-
vens, who bought the land for $90,000 in
1784. On March 28, 1855, it was incorporated
as a city. The late nineteenth century brought
a sharp increase in immigration due to Hobo-
ken’s proximity to Ellis Island and, by 1890,
over 40 percent of the population was foreign-
born. Hoboken developed and grew as a man-
ufacturing hub with shipbuilding as the primary
industry. The 20th century also brought the
development of public transportation and the
railroads, ferries, and Port Authority Trans-
Hudson, PATH, Tube that transformed Hobo-
ken into a bustling transportation center. The
city piers soon became a focal point for trans-
Atlantic commerce. More than three million
Americans passed through Hoboken on their
way to or from World War I. In the past few
decades the shipyards have closed as Hobo-
ken has transformed from an industrial area
into an affluent neighborhood full of young
professionals and known for its variety of res-
taurants and vibrant nightlife.

The birthplace of Frank Sinatra, Hoboken
also claims such famous citizens as photog-
rapher Dorothea Lange and painter Willem de
Kooning. Additionally, it boasts many notable
firsts, including the first ice cream cone, the
first steamboat, the first locomotive, and the
first brewery. Many also believe that the first
organized baseball game was played on Ho-
boken’s Elysian Fields in 1846.

In order to commemorate its momentous
sesquicentennial  birthday, Hoboken has
planned a wide variety of celebrations that will
serve to honor the progress and development
of the past 150 years. Some of these activities
include the creation of a time capsule, the
painting of a historical mural, an anniversary
gala and fundraiser, an evening concert se-
ries, and a spaghetti dinner block party. Hobo-
ken will also host a vintage baseball festival
and an arts and music festival.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring the city of Hoboken on its 150th an-
niversary. This momentous occasion allows us
to reflect on the city’s colorful past and look
towards its promising future with hope and en-
thusiasm. | am proud to be a resident of this
community, and | congratulate the people of
Hoboken on making this city a wonderful place
to call home.
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EQUAL PAY DAY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today in recognition of working
women across America and in support of the
Paycheck Fairness Act.

Every April, supporters of equal pay mark
our progress on this issue by noting the time
of year in which women’s wages “catch up” to
the wages paid to men from the previous year.
Although we have made great strides in wom-
en’s equality, women still earn $.76 for each
dollar that men earn. In my home state of Min-
nesota, that number is $.72. In real terms, this
means that women and their families are
being shortchanged thousands of dollars a
year.

Minnesota women have the highest labor
force participation in the nation and edu-
cational attainment continues to grow. With
this remarkable increase in women’s participa-
tion in the economy, more and more families
are reliant on women’s paychecks to make
ends meet. If we are serious about ensuring
fairness for all, about leaving no child behind,
and about helping families achieve financial
stability now and in the future, then Congress
must act to address this significant wage gap.

For this reason, | am proud to be a cospon-
sor of the Paycheck Fairness Act. This bill will
take concrete steps to eliminate gender-based
wage discrimination. It will provide for en-
hanced outreach and training programs for
employers, allow employees to share salary
information, and give women the opportunity
to sue for punitive damages under the Equal
Pay Act. It is my hope that the Administration
and the Republican leadership will make a se-
rious effort to address this discrimination this
Congress.

Along with wage disparity, we must continue
to focus on issues of work place safety, equal
treatment, and career advancement. As a
woman, a mother, and a Member of Con-
gress, | will continue to fight for equal pay,
quality health care, safe work environments,
and education opportunities for girls and
women to ensure that they can pursue the
American dream.

————

RECOGNIZING EDWARD A.
MITCHELL

HON. DALE E. KILDEE

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
rise before you today to honor Edward A.
Mitchell, of Flint, Michigan, my hometown. On
Wednesday, April 20, the Food Bank of East-
ern Michigan will honor Mr. Mitchell’s selfless
contributions and dedication to improving the
quality of life for thousands of residents of
Genesee County.

A native of Flint, Edward Mitchell graduated
from Central High School in 1947, and later
studied at Flint Junior College. At the age of
18, Ed began what became a 50-year career
with the Flint Journal, starting out as an Ad
Services employee. A year later, he became
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an Outside Sales Representative, and in 1958,
he was promoted to Assistant Classified Ad-
vertising Manager. On April 9, 1984, Ed be-
came Advertising Director for the Journal, and
ultimately became Assistant to the Publisher,
a position he held until his retirement.

In addition to his tenure at the Flint Journal,
Ed became a tireless advocate for civic pride
and responsibility. He has been a vital part of
more than 26 community organizations, includ-
ing Big Brothers/Big Sisters and the United
Way of Genesee County, among many others.
He served on the Boards of such groups as
Goodwill Industries and the Lions Club, and as
Chair of four organizations including the Cen-
ter City Club and the Food Bank of Eastern
Michigan.

A member of the Food Bank’s Board of Di-
rectors since 1991 and its Executive Com-
mittee since 1995, Ed has also acted as
Nominating Chair from 1995-1997, and
served on the Food Bank’s Presidential
Search Committee in 1994. Ed was elected
Board Chairman in 1998, the position he holds
to this day. During his time on the Board, the
Food Bank has grown from distributing 2.6
million pounds of food in 1991 to 15.2 million
pounds in 2004, providing emergency food
services to more than 110,000 Genesee
County residents, half of who are under the
age of 17 or over the age of 65. Under Ed’s
leadership, the Food Bank has received sev-
eral awards, and has been a national model
for similar programs. In 2002, America’s Sec-
ond Harvest recognized the Food Bank of
Eastern Michigan as the nation’s best.

Mr. Speaker, it is with a tremendous amount
of gratitude that | appear before you today to
recognize my colleague, my constituent, and
my friend, Edward Mitchell. For over 45 years,
he has diligently worked to promote, protect,
defend, and enhance human dignity, and he
exemplifies the very best of what our society
has to offer. | would also like to recognize
Ed’s wife Valia, their three daughters, and
their seven grandchildren, and | ask my col-
leagues in the 109th Congress to join me in
wishing them all the best of luck in all their fu-
ture endeavors.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, on the evening of April 19, | missed three
Rollcall votes. | respectfully request the oppor-
tunity to record my position on Rollcall votes.
It was my intention to vote “yes” on Rollcall
No. 109 H.R. 683, Trademark Dilution Revi-
sion Act of 2005. “Yes” on Rollcall No. 110
H.J. Res. 19, providing for the appointment of
Shirley Ann Jackson as a citizen regent of the
Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institu-
tion. “Yes” on Rollcall No. 111 H.J. Res. 20,
providing for the appointment of Robert P.
Kogod as a citizen regent of the Board of Re-
gents of the Smithsonian Institution

At this time | would ask for unanimous con-
sent that my positions be entered into the
RECORD following those votes or in the appro-
priate portion of the RECORD.
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STATEMENT IN HONOR OF MARLA
RUZICKA

HON. NANCY PELOSI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay trib-
ute to Marla Ruzicka who was tragically killed
on Saturday in Iraq at the age of 28. Marla’s
courageous work on behalf of civilian victims
of war demonstrated the compassion of the
American people and extended a hand in
friendship to the people of Irag and Afghani-
stan. Marla gave so much of herself in her
short life; it grieves us to think how much
more she had to give. She devoted her life to
making the lives lost count. Marla’s death is a
loss to the world.

Ms. Ruzicka was born in Lakeport, Calif.
and came to San Francisco at the age of 17
to start her career at Global Exchange. During
her time with Global Exchange, she worked
with African AIDS victims, Palestinian refu-
gees, and Nicaraguan campesinos. When her
work took her to Afghanistan during the war to
remove the Taliban, she came face to face
with the human costs of the conflict and dedi-
cated the remainder of her life to aiding the ci-
vilian victims of war.

Two years ago, Ms. Ruzicka founded the
Campaign for Innocent Victims in Conflict.
With little staff and scarce funding, she suc-
cessfully lobbied Congress for $2.5 million to
help Afghan war victims. The fund has since
grown to $7.5 million, and she has secured
$10 million for Iraqi victims.

Ms. Ruzicka worked not just in Washington,
but on the literal frontlines of the conflicts. In
Iraq, she was the leader of more than 150 vol-
unteers who went door-to-door to compile a
list of civilian casualties to determine the civil-
ian cost of the war. She was a fierce advocate
for the victims’ families, serving as the point of
contact between affected Iraqi civilians and
the U.S.-led forces. Ms. Ruzicka helped direct
aid where it was most needed, and she
helped many Iraqi families begin to pick up the
pieces of their shattered lives.

On April 16, Ms. Ruzicka was on her way to
visit another Iraqi family devastated by the
conflict when a suicide bomber attacked a
nearby U.S. convoy. She died in the blast.

Mr. Speaker, Marla Ruzicka reminded us of
the immense scale of human suffering that
war brings. She gave her time, her energy,
and ultimately her life to help ease the suf-
fering of its victims. She is an inspiration to
people around the world.

| hope that it is a comfort to her parents,
Clifford and Nancy, her brothers and sisters,
and all her family and friends, that so many
people share their loss and are praying for
them at this sad time.

IN HONOR OF LINDA SMITH
HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Linda Smith for her years of dedi-
cated service and outstanding commitment to
the labor movement. Mrs. Smith received the
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Labor Person of the Year Award, sponsored
by the AFL-CIO, at the annual Labor Awards
Breakfast on Sunday, April 17, 2005.

For 25 years, Mrs. Smith has been a mem-
ber of the Communication Workers of America
(CWA) Local Union 1082. During that time,
she has demonstrated strong leadership skills
as president of the Local 1082 for the past
eight years and as an elected member of the
executive board for ten years. Mrs. Smith is
known by her fellow Local 1082 members for
her willingness to volunteer her time and help
in whatever capacity necessary to support the
union, and her perseverance and self-sacrifice
cannot be measured.

When she is not involved with the Local
1082, she is serving as vice-president of the
Middlesex County AFL-CIO Labor Council
and as a labor representative to the Middlesex
County Workforce Investment Board. Addition-
ally, she is a committee person for the Frank-
lin Township Democratic Organization.

Apart from her involvement with labor and
community groups, Mrs. Smith has worked for
25 years at the Middlesex County Board of
Social Services. A graduate of Somerset
County Vocational & Technical High School,
she has also studied at the George Meany
Center for Labor Studies and Rutgers Univer-
sity. She is the mother of three sons and lives
in Somerset.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
honoring Linda Smith for her active participa-
tion in the CWA and her exemplary service to
her fellow union members throughout the
years.

————
INTORDUCTION OF THE SOCIAL
SECURITY NUMBER PRIVACY

AND IDENTITY THEFT PREVEN-
TION ACT OF 2005

HON. E. CLAY SHAW, JR.

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 20, 2005

Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, the use of Social
Security numbers is rampant. When Social
Security numbers were created in 1936, their
only purpose was to track a worker’s earnings
so that Social Security benefits could be cal-
culated. But today, we literally have a culture
of dependence on Social Security numbers.

Businesses and governments use the num-
ber as the primary way of identifying individ-
uals. All of us know how difficult it is to con-
duct even the most mundane transactions
without having to provide our Social Security
number first. It's no wonder identity theft has
become the fastest growing white collar crime.

Worse yet, terrorists, including those re-
sponsible for the September 11th attacks, mis-
use SSNs in order to assimilate into our soci-
ety.

Barely a day goes by without hearing more
examples of the truly devastating effects of
identity theft. During a hearing of the Ways
and Means Subcommittee on Social Security
hearing, we learned about a widow whose
husband died in the September 11th attacks
on the World Trade Center—an illegal immi-
grant used her deceased husband’s Social
Security number to get a driver’s license and
to work. We also heard about individuals
whose credit was ruined, who were arrested
for crimes they did not commit, and who spent
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