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keen interest in sign language. She is abso-
lutely committed to her students, getting to
know them outside of school and treating
them as members of her family. She works
constantly to provide her students with better
communication skills and confidence in them-
selves. She is a tremendous contributor to her
community and to her students, and | am hon-
ored to have the chance to recognize her here
today.

———————

INTRODUCTION OF THE
SPORTSMANSHIP IN HUNTING ACT

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, today |, along with
Representative CHRIS SHAYS and 17 other
members, introduced the Sportsmanship in
Hunting Act of 2005. This bill, similar to a bill
| introduced last congress, gets at an issue
that many would be surprised to learn even
occurs: the “hunting” of an animal inside an
enclosed area, a fence. By halting the inter-
state shipment of captive exotic mammals for
the purpose of being shot in a fenced enclo-
sure for entertainment or for trophy, the bill we
introduced today will lead to significant reduc-
tions in “canned hunt” operations.

At more than 1,000 of these commercial
“canned hunt” operations around the country,
trophy hunters pay a fee to shoot captive ex-
otic mammals—animals that have often lived
their lives being fed by hand and thus have no
fear of humans. Simply stated, there could be
no easier target. Canned hunting ranches
know this and can therefore offer guaranteed
trophies, touting a “No Kill, No Pay” policy.

Who supports canned hunt operations? Not
rank-and-file hunters. In fact, in a poll of their
readership described in the July 2003 issue,
the editors of Field and Stream magazine re-
ported that 65 percent of sportsmen oppose
canned hunts. Additionally, lifelong hunters in
Montana, including members of the Montana
Bowhunters Association, spearheaded a state
ballot initiative in 2000 that led to a ban on
shooting animals in fenced enclosures. In ad-
dition to Montana, 23 states have full or partial
bans on canned hunts for mammals. The mo-
mentum to address canned hunt operations is
no surprise given that an element of hunting
that so many sportsmen hold dear, that of the
“fair chase,” is absolutely absent under
canned hunt conditions. The time is long over-
due for the federal government to participate
in efforts to end this despicable practice.

By halting the interstate transport of non-in-
digenous mammals used in canned hunts, the
Sportsmanship in Hunting Act will curb a prac-
tice so egregious that hunters and animal ad-
vocates alike view it as unfair and inhumane.
This bill is supported by numerous local and
national groups representing more than ten
million Americans.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | encourage my col-
leagues to join me in putting a lid on canned
hunts.
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REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF DR.
SAMUEL PROCTOR MASSIE

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commend the outstanding life of
Dr. Samuel P. Massie, who passed away at
the age of 85 on April 10, 2005.

Dr. Massie, a chemistry professor, was the
first African American to teach at the U.S.
Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.

As a young graduate student, Dr. Massie
worked on the Manhattan Project where he
and other scientists made liquid compounds of
Uranium for the making of an atomic bomb.
He also conducted pioneering silicon chem-
istry research and investigated antibacterial
agents. Dr. Massie held the patent for chem-
ical agents effective in battling gonorrhea. Ad-
ditionally, he received awards for research in
combating malaria and meningitis, worked on
drugs to fight herpes and cancer and devel-
oped protective foams against nerve gases.

Dr. Massie was a former professor at sev-
eral historically black colleges including my
alma mater, Fisk University. Dr. Massie was
instrumental in encouraging African American
and other minority students to pursue science
careers.

Samuel Proctor Massie Jr. was born in
North Little Rock, Arkansas, the son of two
schoolteachers. It is purported that he could
read at a third grade level by the time he en-
tered the first grade. He graduated high school
at the age of 13 and went on to graduate
Summa Cum Laude in chemistry from Arkan-
sas Agricultural, Mechanical and Normal Col-
lege (now the University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff) in 1936. He then received a Master’s
degree in Chemistry from Fisk University in
1940.

| met Dr. Massie when | was a student at
Fisk University, where he was teaching phys-
ical chemistry. It was an extremely difficult
class and as a boy who had received an edu-
cation in the rural, segregated south, all of this
was unfamiliar territory. | was failing his class
and Dr. Massie came to me and said, “Young
man, you’re going to fail this class, sign this
card and drop the class.” | did, and Dr.
Massie credits himself as the reason | became
a lawyer.

Dr. Massie was a remarkable chemist,
academician, and friend. His accomplishments
are too many to mention and the lives he’s im-
pacted too numerous to count. He will forever
be remembered for his character and his ex-
traordinary work.

———
HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF GAYLE RHOADES, SAN

MARCOS HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER
OF THE YEAR

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the countless contributions of Gayle
Rhoades, San Marcos High School Teacher of
the Year.
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Gayle Rhoades has a Bachelor of Science
degree from Mississippi State University. She
has been teaching Academic Biology and Pre-
AP Biology at San Marcos High School for the
past four years. She combines tough discipline
and dedication to helping individual students
into an effective teaching strategy.

Ms. Rhoades has recently proved herself in
one of her school’s toughest assignments, as
a teacher in the PASS program. PASS is a
program for second and third year freshman
repeaters. Many of the students in the pro-
gram have persistent attendance and dis-
cipline problems, and are resistant to authority
and advice. Ms. Rhoades has dealt with these
students with firmness and patience, and her
efforts have paid off. Many of her students
credit her with putting them on a path to grad-
uation and success in the face of considerable
odds.

Ms. Gayle Rhoades has been a tremendous
role model and source of support for her stu-
dents, and an excellent resource for her
school system and community. She has taken
up challenging assignments without complaint,
and changed numerous lives for the better.
She represents the best of our public edu-
cation system, and | am proud to have the op-
portunity to recognize her here.

———

DEATH TAX REPEAL
PERMANENCY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 13, 2005

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 8, the Death Tax Re-
peal Permanency Act of 2005. This bill would
put an end to the estate tax, commonly re-
ferred to as the death tax.

My only disappointment in voting to elimi-
nate the death tax this year is that we must
again wait for the Senate to follow suit. The
House has already voted to permanently re-
peal this tax in both the 107th Congress and
the 108th Congress. Unfortunately, the Senate
has not been able to pass this permanent re-
peal.

| am very pleased, however, that the House
has once again listened to the people and will
try to nail the coffin shut on the death tax.
Asking families to pay taxes on what is left be-
hind when a loved one dies is simply not the
right way for a government to collect taxes.

Throughout our history, Americans have
worked vigorously to achieve great success
despite extraordinary hardships. Farmers have
tilled the earth, inventors have exercised their
ingenuity, builders have constructed, entre-
preneurs have established businesses, and in
the process of becoming successful, wealth is
created. When a person successfully pursues
a dream and wisely manages resources over
a lifetime, the federal government should not
reward those accomplishments by seizing a
significant portion of what he intended to pass
along to the family.

As is often the case, family farmers or small
business owners make plans to pass the fam-
ily business to their children after they die. Un-
fortunately, due to burdensome death taxes,
there are countless examples of families who
have been forced to sell the business or pur-
chase it back from the government.
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As a result, a business that has been in a
family for generations can be lost overnight
because of the enormous burden of the death
tax. And when a business leaves its family
roots, there can be a loss of pride in the fun-
damental traditions that helped make the busi-
ness successful. This is not the legacy parents
want to leave their children and grandchildren.

Aside from the harmful effects the death tax
has on family small businesses, there is an in-
herent injustice in re-taxing assets. Because
taxes have already been paid on accumulated
gains over a lifetime, the death tax constitutes
a double taxation. Re-taxing a person’s assets
when they die is equivalent to purchasing from
the government what already belongs to a
family.

Resources that otherwise would have been
utilized to hire more employees or invest in
capital are underused when families are
forced to make alternative plans for dealing
with the death tax. This results in fewer jobs
and a less robust economy.

According to the Joint Economic Committee,
the death tax results in a reduction of stock in
the economy by nearly $500 billion. When
businesses cease to grow efficiently, fewer
jobs are made available to the unemployed.

South-central Kansas has experienced sev-
eral years of high unemployment following the
economic downturn after 9/11. We must do all
we can to help bring jobs back to those who
need them. Permanently eliminating the death
tax is one way we can help the economy fully
rebound, which means more high-quality,
high-paying jobs for Americans.

Because small businesses are so important
in providing jobs for Americans, the death tax
is a tax on jobs. Small, family-owned busi-
nesses are especially vulnerable to the death
tax because most small-business owners have
the entire value of their business in their es-
tate.

According to one study, more than 70 per-
cent of family businesses do not survive the
second generation, and 87 percent do not
make it to the third generation. The threat of
the death tax forces small-business owners to
pay for expensive ‘“estate planning” just to
keep the business in the family. Instead of
helping families maintain and grow their small
businesses, the Federal Government will be
able to seize about half the business unless
the death tax is repealed.

| urge my colleagues to join me today in
once again voting to end this tax that has
caused so much harm to so many American
families.

——
RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND
WORK OF OFFICER STEVEN
ZOURKAS

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 19, 2005

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in honor and remembrance of Steven
Zourkas, devoted husband, father, brother,
friend and dedicated public servant. Mr.
Zourkas’ commitment to the safety of resi-
dents defined his four-year tenure of out-
standing public service as a police officer with
the Village of Niles. He also served as an evi-
dence technician with the North Regional
Major Crimes Task Force.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Mr. Zourkas graduated from Niles North
High School. A former paramedic, Mr. Zourkas
joined the Niles Police Department four years
ago and rose to become one of the depart-
ment’'s top auto accident investigators. The
Niles Village Board recently honored Zourkas
at their March 22, 2005, meeting for helping to
solve a burglary.

Friends and colleagues said they will re-
member Mr. Zourkas for his tremendous per-
sonality and utmost dedication to his job. Mr.
Zourkas died after losing control of his police
car to avoid hitting a pedestrian. Mr. Zourkas
saved a man’s life but in the process lost his
own. Mr. Zourkas is believed to be the first
Niles police officer to die in the line of duty.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
in honor, gratitude and remembrance of Mr.
Steven Zourkas. As a police officer, Mr.
Zourkas dedicated his professional life to the
safety of his officers and the security and
safety of the entire Village of Niles. | extend
my deepest condolences to his beloved wife,
Ivy; his beloved sons, Andrew and John; his
beloved parents, Anthony and Elaine Zourkas;
his beloved brothers, Anthony and George;
and also to his extended family and many
friends. His courage and kindness will live on
forever within the hearts and memories of his
family, friends, and the public he so faithfully
served.

| commend my Colleagues’ attention to the
article remembering Mr. Zourkas, which was
published in the Niles Journal on April 13,
2005.

[From the Niles Journal, Apr. 13. 2005]
“HE'LL BE SORELY MISSED”—NILES POLICE
REMEMBER FIRST OFFICER TO DIE IN LINE
OF DUTY

(By Michael Sebastian)

During a damp and cool Tuesday morning
more than 250 squad cars from various Illi-
nois police departments followed a somber
procession through Niles to Elmwood Ceme-
tery in River Grove where the first Village of
Niles police officer to die in the line of duty
was laid to rest.

Niles police Officer Steven Zourkas, 33, was
killed early last Friday (Apr. 8) while trav-
eling in his squad car west along Golf Road.
Zourkas was heading to a disturbance call
that was reportedly between a cab driver and
passenger at Omega Restaurant, 9100 W. Golf
Rd., when he lost control of his squad car
and crossed over into the east bound lanes of
traffic on Golf Road. The car slid to a violent
halt in the Highland Towers condominium
parking lot after it turned over on its pas-
senger side and struck two parked cars. The
accident, which occurred in the 8800 block of
Golf Road, snarled traffic last Friday morn-
ing for hours. Emergency workers crowded
the scene as radio and television news heli-
copters hovered above.

Officials said Officer Zourkas died at the
scene from injuries associated with the acci-
dent. He was 33 years old and a member of
the Niles Police Dept. for the past four
yvears. He is survived by his wife and a five
month old son. Officials would only say
Zourkas was from a ‘‘far northwest suburb.”

As accident investigators from the Cook
County Sheriff’s office continue to piece the
morning’s events together, reports have indi-
cated that Zourkas swerved his squad car to
avoid a pedestrian who was stepping off the
curb on Golf Road as the officer approached.
Although this could not be confirmed with
police by press time, Niles Mayor Nicholas
Blase said this pedestrian came to the Niles
Police Dept. last week to tell officials he was
the man that stepped from the curb.
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Niles police Sgt. James Elenz noted last
week that Zourkas was among the depart-
ment’s top auto accident investigators.

Flags have flown at half staff in Niles since
the tragic accident occurred last Friday.
Black and purple cloth is draped over the en-
trance to the Niles Police Station, at Touhy
and Milwaukee Avenues, in honor of
Zourkas. Niles police personnel are also
wearing black armbands in memory of their
fallen member.

Friday’s accident marks the first time in
Village of Niles history that a police officer
died in the line of duty. Village Manager
Mary Kay Morrissey said social workers and
grief counselors have been available to help
those mourning Zourkas’ death. Members of
the second and third shifts have shuffled
their schedules so the officers who worked
with Zourkas during the first shift, which
lasts into the morning’s wee hours, can begin
coping with the loss. According to Blase, a
female officer at the department is con-
tinuing to help Zourkas’ wife as she mourns
the loss of her husband.

‘“He was one of those very well liked po-
liceman—exceptionally so,” Mayor Blase
said.

Members of the police department are de-
scribing Zourkas as man with a tremendous
personality who was very dedicated to his
job.

“Everyone liked him,” Blase said about
Zourkas. ‘‘He was a very able guy and be-
cause of that the tragedy intensifies.

‘“So many people are grieving.

‘‘He’1l be sorely missed.”

The funeral held Tuesday was an appro-
priate send-off for Zourkas, said Niles fire
Deputy Chief Barry Mueller, who, along with
numerous others from the village, attended
the ceremonies. Two fire engines from Elm-
wood Park crossed their ladders at the en-
trance of the cemetery in River Grove. A
large American flag was draped from the lad-
ders. Later, about 25 bagpipers played,
Mueller said.

Village Manager Mary Kay Morrissey said
being part of the enormous line of mourners
driving from the funeral mass to the ceme-
tery was unlike anything she’d ever seen be-
fore. Squad cars with their lights activated
stretched as far as most in the procession
line could see. Blase estimated that at least
one hundred Illinois police departments,
probably more, were represented during the
funeral. Some downstate communities sent
representatives to the ceremony, he said.

Streets in each community the funeral
procession passed were blocked by various
police departments, officials said. Even
ramps leading to and from I-90 were blocked
to make way for the mourners.

Morrissey praised the Niles Police Dept.
for organizing the funeral during this dif-
ficult time. ‘“‘There’s certain protocol you
follow when someone is killed in action,”
Morrissey explained. “I’'m very proud of the
way the police came together.”’

Visitation took place at Colonial
Wojciechowski Funeral Home, 8025 W. Golf
Rd., on Monday (Apr. 11). Tuesday the line of
mourners proceeded from the funeral home
to St. Isaac Jogues Church at 8149 Golf Road
for a funeral mass. Various lanes of traffic
on Golf Road were blocked-off Tuesday from
about Washington Avenue to Milwaukee Av-
enue, according to Morrissey. Streets leading
into Golf Road were also closed, officials
said.

The funeral procession traveled from St.
Isaac Jogues south along Milwaukee Avenue
to Touhy Avenue so Zourkas could once
more pass the Niles Police Dept. The car
then drove along Touhy Avenue to Cum-
berland then south to Belmont Avenue and
the cemetery.
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