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RECOGNIZING HOPKINSVILLE
COMMUNITY COLLEGE

HON. ED WHITFIELD

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Hopkinsville Community Col-
lege.

Learning does not end at high school and
whether you are 22 or 92, learning is lifelong.
Today, | want to bring to the attention of this
House that Hopkinsville Community College in
western Kentucky proudly celebrates 40 years
of higher education to the citizens of Christian
County and surrounding communities in the
First Congressional District.

Mr. Speaker, we need to make it easier for
Americans to receive necessary training, to
earn a degree, or to take specialized courses
that meet the demands of today’s job market
and help our fellow citizens achieve their full
potential. Community colleges like Hopkinsville
Community College are an essential part of
that effort.

Hopkinsville Community College bridges the
gap between people’s lives as they are and
their lives as they want them to be. Flexibility
and courses tailored to individual goals are
characteristic of this exceptional community
college.

Hopkinsville Community College has been a
significant contributor to the economic growth
and vitality of Hopkinsville and Christian Coun-
ty. The state of the art training and technology
center tailors course work to meet the de-
mands of high tech industry and specialized
training.

Hopkinsville Community College also offers
tremendous outreach to first generation col-
lege students through its Upward Bound/Trio
Programs highlighting the flexibility and oppor-
tunity that community colleges provide to both
traditional and nontraditional students.

Mr. Speaker, | was pleased to see that
President Bush has proposed in his 2006
budget providing $125 million to promote dual-
enrollment programs, so that high school stu-
dents can take college level courses and re-
ceive both high school and post-secondary
credit. This new initiative would provide incen-
tives to states so that high school students,
particularly low-income and minority high
school students, have a greater chance to re-
ceive a college education.

Hopkinsville Community College has also
partnered with Murray State University to open
a campus in Hopkinsville that offers transfer-
able college coursework that will count to-
wards a four year degree. All of these efforts
provide convenience, affordability, and flexi-
bility to more of our citizens.

In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, our community,
our state and our Nation are better because of
the educational opportunities offered by our
community colleges. Hopkinsville Community
College is proudly celebrating Forty Years of
higher education service and it is my honor to
bring their accomplishments before this
House.
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INTRODUCING THE NAVAJO NA-
TION HIGHER EDUCATION ACT
OF 20056

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Navajo Nation Higher Education
Act of 2005.

In 1868, the United States of America
signed a treaty with the Navajo Tribe of Indi-
ans to provide for the education of the citizens
of the Navajo Nation. At this time, the United
States government recognized the ftrust re-
sponsibility to serve the educational needs of
the Navajo people.

In 1968, the Navajo Nation created and
chartered the Navajo Community College as a
wholly-owned educational entity of the Navajo
Nation. In 1971, Congress affirmed this effort
by the Navajo Nation and enacted the Navajo
Community College Act. In 1997, the Navajo
Nation officially changed the name of the Nav-
ajo Community College to Diné College.

Mr. Speaker, the Navajo Nation Higher Edu-
cation Act reauthorizes the 1971 Navajo Com-
munity College Act and modernizes the statute
by including the mission statement and Navajo
education philosophy of Diné College. Diné
College educates students by applying the
principles of Diné philosophy to advance qual-
ity student learning through training of the
heart and the mind.

Over the years, facilities at Diné College
have deteriorated, creating serious health
safety risks to students, employees and the
public. This legislation provides funding to ad-
dress Diné College’s facility needs such as
modernization, repair and rehabilitation. In ad-
dition, this important legislation requires a sur-
vey and study of Diné College’s facility needs.

Finally, to ensure equitable funding for Diné
College, the Navajo Nation Higher Education
Act provides funding for Diné College separate
from the other tribal colleges and universities.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Navajo Nation Higher Education Act
of 2005. It is our government’s responsibility to
provide educational opportunities to the Nav-
ajo people in a safe and healthy environment.

GROUNDBREAKING OF EDWARDS,
COLORADO FREEDOM PARK

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to the ground breaking of
the Freedom Park Memorial located in Ed-
wards.

Once built, the Freedom Park Memorial will
feature a building and a lakeside memorial
park to celebrate freedom and to commemo-
rate the personal sacrifices of the men and
women who have served in our Armed Forces
and our emergency services.

The idea for the Freedom Park Memorial
originated with several local veterans, includ-
ing Buddy Sims, and has grown into a valley
wide grass roots effort including a steering
committee, the board of directors and their
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subcommittees, Eagle County community
leaders, the three county commissioners, busi-
ness professionals, military veterans, and
emergency service personnel from local police
and fire departments, and mountain rescue.

Mr. Speaker, the Freedom Park Memorial
will be used as an educational tool for visitors,
teachers, and students. It will feature a “Time
Wall” that will list the conflicts involving United
States forces since the Revolutionary War.
The Freedom Park will also commemorate
emergency responders. In addition, the names
of Eagle County residents who lost their lives
while serving in the armed forces will be in-
scribed in the Veterans Memorial; Eagle
County emergency responders who lost their
lives in duty will have their names inscribed at
the Emergency Responders Memorial.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing The Freedom Park Memorial
and to celebrate the personal sacrifices of the
men and women of Eagle County who have
served in our Armed Forces and our emer-
gency responders.

———

INTRODUCING THE AMTRAK REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2005 AND
THE RAIL INFRASTRUCTURE DE-
VELOPMENT AND EXPANSION
ACT FOR THE 21ST CENTURY

HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, today | join
Chairman YOUNG, Railroad Subcommittee
Chairman LATOURETTE, and Subcommittee
Ranking Member BROWN, in introducing two
bills: the Amtrak Reauthorization Act of 2005
and the Rail Infrastructure Development and
Expansion Act for the 21st Century (RIDE 21).

The Amtrak Reauthorization Act of 2005 will
provide Amtrak $2 billion for each of Fiscal
Years 2006 through 2008. RIDE 21 will pro-
vide $56 billion for new high-speed rail devel-
opment for passenger and freight rail improve-
ments. Last Congress, | joined Chairman
YOUNG, Subcommittee Ranking Member
BROWN, and the former Chairman of the Rail-
road Subcommittee, Congressman JACK
QUINN, in introducing these bills. The Trans-
portation and Infrastructure Committee re-
ported the bills, but unfortunately, no further
action was taken. This year, we have a new
Chairman of the Railroad Subcommittee. We
talked about what we wanted to do on Amtrak
and high-speed rail, and we all agreed that
these bills are the right approach.

The wrong approach is the President’s plan:
zero-out funding for Amtrak; eliminate the
high-speed rail program; and provide $360
million to the Surface Transportation Board to
run commuter operations should Amtrak shut
down. In short, the Administration’s plan is to
pass legislation that, if enacted, would destroy
Amtrak and our Nation’s intercity passenger
rail system.

The Administration, in a letter sent to the
Speaker of the House yesterday, said that
Amtrak has not evolved with the rest of the
transportation sector and that structural reform
is needed to make Amtrak a viable transpor-
tation alternative. Well, to the extent there is
any truth to allegations that Amtrak hasn’t
evolved like the rest of the transportation sec-
tor, there is a good explanation. For too many




April 15, 2005

years our Nation’s passenger railroad has
been treated as an unwanted stepchild. Year
after year, Congress has shortchanged Am-
trak. Even in the area of security, while we
have enacted legislation protecting airlines
from the threat of terrorist attacks, we have
done virtually nothing to protect our railroad in-
frastructure and those who rely on it.

Amtrak has survived despite a severe lack
of funding and an annual threat of elimination,
which has conditioned Amtrak to focus on sur-
vival. Railroads throughout the world receive
some government support to supplement the
revenues paid by passengers. The Administra-
tion has not accepted this and every year pro-
poses inadequate or no funding. A period of
uncertainty follows, at the end of which Con-
gress usually provides more than the Adminis-
tration has requested, but sometimes less
than Amtrak needs. | challenge anyone in this
Congress to name one company who can de-
velop and implement a 5-year capital and op-
erating plan without knowing if they’ll have any
money for it the following year. That company
would fail. That's not an option for Amtrak. It's
our responsibility to ensure that Amtrak sur-
vives.

Without Amtrak, millions of passengers—
many of who cannot afford to buy a plane tick-
et or for whom driving is impracticable—would
be stranded. Without Amtrak, millions of trav-
elers would be added to already congested
roads and airports. Amtrak’s 20,000 workers
would be out on the streets looking for new
jobs. Local economies and businesses that
have benefited from Amtrak’s service would
suffer. States already under tight budget con-
straints would be forced to figure out how to
pay for new service.

Without Amtrak, the Railroad Retirement
and Unemployment programs, which cover
employees of all railroads—freight and pas-
senger—would be in dire straights. According
to the Railroad Retirement Board, without the
participation of Amtrak, employer and em-
ployee payroll taxes would need to be in-
creased from the current 16 percent to 27 per-
cent in 2027. Those tax increases, however,
would ultimately be insufficient and serious
cash flow problems for Railroad Retirement
would begin in 2031.

Without Amtrak, cash reserves for the Rail-
road Unemployment Insurance Account would
be exhausted by 2006, and nearly $297 mil-
lion would have to be borrowed from the Rail-
road Retirement account to make up for
losses. The Board informs me that ultimately
Amtrak’s unemployment benefit costs would
be borne by other railroads.

Without Amtrak, the commuter operations
that serve millions of passengers along the
Northeast Corridor, Chicago, and the West
Coast would halt. These operations, which in-
clude SEPTA in Philadelphia and New Jersey
Transit, require the use of Amtrak infrastruc-
ture, such as catenaries. They also require the
continuation of Amtrak’s dispatching system.

Yet despite chronic underfunding, Amtrak
has had its successes. Under David Gunn’s
leadership, Amtrak has improved operations in
some markets and increased ridership to over
25 million passengers in 2004: an increase of
one million passengers from 2003 and a new
Amtrak record.

Ridership on short-distance routes in the
West is up 11.7 percent. The Pacific Surfliner,
serving Southern California, showed the larg-
est increase in ridership, with a gain of 26.3
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percent. Midwest trains experienced the next
largest increase in passengers.

Amtrak has also made significant progress
in rebuilding infrastructure and rolling stock
after years of deferred maintenance. In Fiscal
Years 2003 and 2004, 256,000 concrete ties
were laid; 2,755 bridge ties were replaced,;
266 miles of continuous welded rail were in-
stalled; 34 miles of signal cable were re-
placed; and 19 stations and 37 substations
were improved.

Amtrak’s mechanical department plowed full
steam ahead. In 2004, it remanufactured 180
passenger cars; rebuilt 51 wrecked cars and
locomotives; and made seven Superliner bag-
gage modifications in passenger cars.

Excess equipment was sold, unprofitable
services were eliminated, fares were lowered
on long-distance routes to increase ridership,
and a $71 million maintenance facility was
opened in a joint partnership between Amtrak
and the State of California.

In short, Amtrak is making progress, even
under a starvation budget. All of this progress
would halt under the Administration’s radical
so-called “reform” schemes.

Our Nation’s high-speed rail program is also
on the Administration’s chopping block. If the
United States is serious about maintaining our
status as the world’s leader in transportation
then we must tap into the potential of our rail
system. Even with continuing investments in
our highway and aviation systems, we can't
depend on our highways and airports alone.
We must strengthen our rail system by ex-
panding its capacity and improving reliability
for freight and passenger services.

| thank my colleagues, Chairman YOUNG,
Subcommittee Chairman LATOURETTE and
Ranking Member BROWN, for their dedication
to rail and | look forward to working with them
in moving these bills through the Transpor-

tation and Infrastructure Committee toward
final passage.

——
CONGRATULATING MS. LINDA

JONES ON RECEIPT OF THE 2004
PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR EX-
CELLENCE IN MATHEMATICS
AND SCIENCE TEACHING

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride and pleasure that | rise to honor Ms.
Linda Jones on the occasion of her being hon-
ored with the 2004 Presidential Award for Ex-
cellence in Mathematics and Science Teach-
ing.

This award, established in 1983, recognizes
outstanding science and mathematics teach-
ers in grades K—12 in all fifty states and each
of the four U.S. jurisdictions. This White
House award is currently recognized as the
nation’s highest commendation for elementary
and secondary math and science teachers.
During this year’s nomination process, 600 ap-
plications were submitted for this honor. Out of
that tremendous number of nominations, Linda
Jones was one of only 95 winners nationwide
and one of only two from the state of Ala-
bama.

Linda has been a distinguished member of
the Baldwin County, Alabama, school system
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for over 30 years. A native of Louisiana, she
graduated with a bachelor's degree from the
University of Southern Mississippi, and went
on to earn a master’s degree at the University
of South Alabama. Additionally, she received
an educational administration certificate from
Alabama State University. During the course
of her teaching career, she earned her Na-
tional Board certification and in 2001 was
awarded with Baldwin County’s Teacher of the
Year Award.

In an article which ran in the Mobile Reg-
ister acknowledging this award, students and
colleagues were interviewed and asked about
the impact Linda has made in their lives and
in the life of her school. To a person, each
singled out her ability to challenge their limits
and to achieve more than they could have
possibly imagined. Moreover, she was recog-
nized for going outside of the limits of her nor-
mal job description and work day to provide as
many opportunities for her students as pos-
sible.

Mr. Speaker, there are few individuals more
important to the development of our young
men and women in this country than those
who commit themselves to educating these
children. Ms. Linda Jones is an outstanding
example of the quality individuals who have
devoted their lives to the field of education,
and | ask my colleagues to join with me in
congratulating her on this remarkable achieve-
ment. | know her colleagues, her family, and
her friends join with me in praising her accom-
plishments and extending thanks for her many
efforts on behalf of the schoolchildren of Bald-
win County and the state of Alabama.

———

HONORING EARL WARREN MIDDLE
SCHOOL AND TWIN OAKS ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL FOR BEING
RECOGNIZED AS NATIONAL BLUE
RIBBON SCHOOLS

HON. RANDY “DUKE” CUNNINGHAM

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, | am
proud to rise today to recognize that two blue
ribbon schools in my 50th Congressional Dis-
trict of California are being honored as Na-
tional Blue Ribbon Schools for 2004. These
schools are:

Earl Warren Middle School, Solana Beach,
CA. The principal is Dr. Jeanne Jones, and
the superintendent of the San Dieguito Unified
School District is Dr. Peggy Lynch.

Twin Oaks Elementary School, San Marcos,
CA. The principal is Mrs. Carol Hayward, and
the superintendent of the San Marcos Unified
School District is Mr. Larry Maw.

There are over 100,000 public and private
schools in the United States and only 300 are
able to be recognized as a “National Blue Rib-
bon School” by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation, including the two above in California’s
50th Congressional District, and 39 in the
State of California. The No Child Left Be-
hind—Blue Ribbon Schools Program honors
public and private K-12 schools that either
demonstrate dramatic gains in student
achievement or are academically superior in
their states. It recognizes schools that have at
least 40 percent of their students from dis-
advantaged backgrounds that dramatically im-
prove student performance in accordance with
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