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of thousands of voters, predominantly from mi-
nority and Democratic precincts, had to wait
hours or were disenfranchised altogether due
to unprecedented long lines, expected chal-
lenges, get-out-the-vote disinformation, elec-
tronic voting irregularities and questionable
practices in tallying provisional ballots and
completing the recount. This must spur us to
action, to accomplish effective, bipartisan elec-
toral reform—the kind we should already have
implemented following the 2000 Presidential
Election.

| look forward to hearing the outcome of the
ongoing GAO investigation into the reported
irregularities in our latest Presidential Election,
including possible voter intimidation and fraud.
We must continue our legislative efforts, fol-
lowing in the footsteps of The Help America
Vote Act, which became law in October 2002,
to fulfill our responsibility as elected officials to
ensure the right of every individual citizen to
have their vote counted. We must support the
Election Assistance Commission as it re-
sponds quickly to reports of irregularities and
possible fraud in the 2004 Presidential Elec-
tion by holding hearings on voting systems
standards, registration databases, and provi-
sional balloting. We also must address allega-
tions of inaccurate results from electronic vot-
ing machines by supporting legislation to re-
quire such machines to produce a paper trail
that can be used in the event of a recount. We
must continue to act this session to ensure an
election process that, in 2008, will maintain in-
tegrity as well as the public’s confidence.

———
RECOGNIZING THE 150TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LOUISVILLE

BOARD OF INDEPENDENT INSUR-
ANCE AGENTS

HON. ANNE M. NORTHUP

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 150th anniversary of the Lou-
isville Board of Independent Insurance Agents.

The story of the Louisville Board began on
February 15, 1854 when a dozen of the city’s
leading insurance officials met to organize the
Board of Underwriters. The organization’s first
constitution stated that it was formed
in view of the benefits resulting from uni-
formity in the rates of insurance, in the con-
ditions under which insurances should be
made, in the principles and practices of ad-
justing losses, and in view also of elevating
the character of insurance transactions. . . .

In 1858, the Louisville Board presented the
city of Louisville with its first steam-powered
fire engine. At a cost of $5,000, the money to
purchase the fire engine was donated from in-
surance companies and local merchants.

In 1896, Louisville Board members played a
prominent role in the creation of a state insur-
ance association within Kentucky. This organi-
zation still operates today as the Independent
Insurance Agents of Kentucky. Additionally,
Louisville Board members played an instru-
mental role in the creation of a national
agents’ association.

In 1951, the Louisville Board inaugurated a
series of monthly luncheon forums, which con-
tinue to this day.

Mr. Speaker, the Louisville Board has been
a valued partner in our community for the past
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150 years. | congratulate them on a historic
anniversary and wish them continued success
in the future.

———

CONGRATULATING THE PEOPLE
OF UKRAINE ON RECENT PRESI-
DENTIAL ELECTIONS

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | join my col-
leagues in congratulating the people of
Ukraine on their free and fair election that ele-
vated Victor Yushchenko to the office of Presi-
dent. | have joined my colleagues in extending
an invitation to President Yushchenko to ad-
dress the Congress.

Just days before the elections, | traveled to
Ukraine for the ninth time. On November 21,
Ukraine held a run-off election for the office of
President between Victor Yushchenko and
Victor Yanukovych. International observers im-
mediately found widespread fraud and de-
clared the election invalid. Immediately fol-
lowing these events, supporters of the opposi-
tion party took to the streets to demand a re-
count or a new vote in what has been dubbed
the “Orange Revolution.” The Ukrainian Su-
preme Court agreed and called for new elec-
tions. Our six member Congressional delega-
tion added our voices for a free and fair revote
in the Presidential elections to be held Decem-
ber 26 in that nation of nearly 50 million peo-
ple.

My first journey to Ukraine inspired a three-
decade long quest that now explodes in the
hearts of the people of Ukraine. The momen-
tum of the opposition party in Ukraine is with
the young. They crowded into the streets of
Kiev. They blazed a trail on email. They are
building a new future for Ukraine and this
election cycle has been a transformational mo-
ment for them.

Ukraine was host to thousands of election
observers from around the world, and from
within Ukraine, with the purpose of preventing
the abuses that characterized the earlier elec-
tions, particularly manipulation of mobile voting
stations and absentee voting. Laws had been
passed in parliament to avoid these pitfalls.
However, election observers were critical in
assuring a fair vote.

| continue to ponder how much Ukraine has
changed in my lifetime. When | first drove into
Ukraine in 1973, there were no other cars on
the road other than military vehicles. Today,
though far from an open society, Ukraine is
making major strides toward developing lib-
erty’s institutions. The impact of this election in
inspiring the next generation of Ukraine’s
youth cannot be underestimated. There is
enormous fervor among the young people.
Their free assembly is allowed in many re-
gions of the nation.

As Co-Chair of the Congressional Caucus, |
look forward to building strong ties between
our nations. Just a few weeks ago, the Con-
gress held a videoconference with members of
the Ukrainian parliament, the Rada. As part of
our 1999 agreement, we will continue to hold
these discussions, both in person and via vid-
eoconference. Our relationship has just begun
to blossom. | am very hopeful for Ukraine and
her people.
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RANCHO CORRAL TIERRA
GOLDEN GATE NATIONAL
RECREATION AREA BOUNDARY
ADJUSTMENT ACT—H.R. 296

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce important legislation to expand the Gold-
en Gate National Recreation Area, the Rancho
Corral de Tierra Golden Gate National Recre-
ation Area (GGNRA) Boundary Adjustment
Act, H.R. 296. This legislation will protect and
preserve an extraordinary landscape and
make a valuable addition to the National Park
System at a fraction of the cost to the Federal
government.

The Golden Gate National Recreation Area
is a national treasure preserving historic sites
and open space as well as providing recre-
ation in the midst of a densely populated
urban area. It is one of our nation’s most
heavily used national parks. H.R. 296 would
adjust the boundary of the GGNRA to permit
the inclusion of lands directly adjacent to exist-
ing parkland as well as nearby lands along the
Pacific Ocean. The upper parcels of land offer
spectacular vistas, sweeping coastal and bay
views and stunning headland scenery. Includ-
ing these lands would also protect the impor-
tant habitats of several species of rare or en-
dangered plants and animals.

The addition of 4,700 new acres to the
GGNRA will be accessible to more than 6 mil-
lion people who live within an hour’s drive of
the park and will provide national park pro-
grams and experiences to millions of national
and international visitors. An expansive tract of
4,076 acres known as Rancho Corral de Tier-
ra includes the dramatic ascent of Montara
Mountain from the sea, 2,000 feet in just over
1 mile. It is a spectacular sight not duplicated
anywhere else in the Park and in few other
places on the California coast.

With this legislation, Rancho Corral de Tier-
ra will be preserved through a tripartite part-
nership between the National Park Service,
California State Parks and the Peninsula Open
Space Trust. For the Rancho Corral de Tierra
property, we will seek 50 percent of the acqui-
sition costs from the federal government and
50 percent through state and private contribu-
tions. The other properties will be donated by
the State of California.

The current landowner of the Rancho Corral
de Tierra is the Peninsula Open Space Trust
(POST). They purchased the entire Rancho
Corral de Tierra site for $29.75 million to save
the site from development and to preserve this
important natural area. POST is a local land-
conservancy trust in the San Francisco Bay
Area and has a remarkable track record.
POST has offered to donate significant funds
towards the federal acquisition of the Rancho
Corral de Tierra property through private con-
tributions. The dedicated foresight and tireless
efforts of POST led by its President Audrey
Rust had enabled us to bring this legacy to
our National Park.

My legislation enjoys strong local support.
The Golden Gate National Recreation Area
and Point Reyes National Seashore Citizens
Advisory Commission adopted a resolution en-
dorsing this legislation and supporting the ad-
dition of these areas into the GGNRA after
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holding a public hearing and receiving public
comment from local residents. The San Mateo
County Board of Supervisors passed a resolu-
tion supporting enactment of this legislation.
The legislation has the strong support of local
environmental advocacy and preservation
groups. The proposed additions were studied
by POST in accordance with National Park
Service criteria and in consultation with Na-
tional Park Service staff. The study found that
the land meets the criteria for additions to
units of the National Park Service. The study
found that the properties would preserve sig-
nificant natural, scenic and recreational re-
sources that are equal to or are unparalleled
in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area.

Preserving our country’s unique natural
areas is one of our highest national priorities,
and it is one of my highest priorities as a
Member of Congress. We must save these
unique and rare areas for our children and
grandchildren today or they will be lost for-
ever. Adding these new lands to the GGNRA
will provide greater recreational opportunities
for the public to enjoy and will protect these
fragile natural areas from encroaching devel-
opment or other inappropriate uses which
would destroy the scenic beauty and natural
character of this key part of the California
coast.

| first introduced this legislation in the 107th
Congress. Throughout that Congress and dur-
ing the subsequent 108th Congress, signifi-
cant progress has been made on this bill.
Concerns were raised and have been thor-
oughly addressed throughout its consideration.
| am hopeful now that the House will expedi-
tiously move this bill to enactment. | am
pleased once again to be joined by Senator
FEINSTEIN in introducing similar legislation in
the Senate. Her leadership and support on
this issue as a member of the Senate Energy
Committee has been invaluable to this bill’s
progress. | am also proud to be joined by
many members of the Bay Area Congres-
sional delegation in their continued support of
this bill, including Ms. PELOSI, Mr. GEORGE
MILLER of California, Ms. LEE, Mrs. TAUSCHER,
Mr. THOMPSON of California, Mr. STARK, Mrs.
WOOLSEY, Mr. HONDA.

| strongly urge my colleagues’ consideration
and support of the Rancho Corral de Tierra
Golden Gate National Recreation Area Bound-
ary Adjustment Act.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had |
been present for the following vote on Thurs-
day, January 6, 2005, | would have voted as
follows: Rollcall Vote 7: | would have voted
“Nay” on agreeing to the objection to the cer-
tification of the Ohio electoral votes. While | do
not protest the outcome of the Ohio electoral
votes, irregularities in the 2000 and 2004 elec-
tions, especially in Florida and Ohio, make it
clear that we need to do a lot more to give
voters confidence that every vote is accurately
counted. The 2004 State of Washington gu-
bernatorial race shows how narrow the out-
come of a race can be even with millions of
votes cast. The 109th Congress must act to
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ensure that no future elections are mired in
controversy and that the United States pro-
vides a clear and strong example of democ-
racy.

———

COMMENDING GARY FRONTIERS
SERVICE CLUB

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate the birth of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and reflect on his life and work, we are re-
minded of the challenges that democracy
poses to us and the delicate nature of liberty.
Dr. King’s life, and, unfortunately, his untimely
death, reminds us that we must continually
work and, if necessary, fight to secure and
protect our freedoms. Dr. King, in his courage
to act, his willingness to meet challenges, and
his ability to achieve, embodied all that is
good and true in the battle for liberty.

The Gary Frontiers Service Club, founded in
1952, sponsors this annual memorial break-
fast. This year the Gary Frontiers Service Club
will pay tribute to four local individuals who
have unselfishly contributed to improving the
human condition of others in the City of Gary
for decades. Those individuals, who will be
named Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Marchers at
this year’s breakfast, include Dr. Clarence W.
Boone, Sr. MD, Richard Comer, Dharathula
(Dolly) Millender, and Sgt. Louis Stewart. Mr.
Johnathan Comer will be honored with the Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major Award. Mr.
Comer has dedicated his life to fighting for
civil rights. These distinguished individuals
from Indiana’s First Congressional District will
be recognized during the 26th Annual Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. Breakfast on Monday, Jan-
uary 17, 2005, at the Genesis Convention
Center in Gary, Indiana. The invited guest
speaker will be The Honorable Mitch Daniels,
Governor of the State of Indiana.

This year the Gary Frontiers Club also will
honor Richard Grey, the Post Tribune’s North
Lake editor and columnist for his outstanding
service to the Gary Frontiers Service Club,
Inc. in publicizing the Martin Luther King Jr.
Marchers and Drum Major Awards. Richard
passed away on November 25, 2004 at the
age of 53. Mrs. Audrey Grey will accept his
award. Ms. Sydney Eastern, a senior at Wirt
High School in Gary, Indiana will be honored
for receiving first place among all participants
in the State of Indiana in the 2005 Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Essay Contest. Ms. Gloria
Griffin is Sydney’s teacher. Though very dif-
ferent in nature, the achievement of these indi-
viduals reflects many of the same attributes
that Dr. King possessed, as well as the values
he advocated. Like Dr. King, these individuals
saw challenges and rose to the occasion.
Each one of the honored guests’ greatness
has been found in their willingness to serve
with “a heart full of grace and a soul gen-
erated by love.” They set goals and worked to
achieve them.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending
the Gary Frontiers Service Club President, Mr.
Floyd Donaldson, Oliver Gilliam, Melvin Ward,
Clorius L. Lay, and all other members of the
service club for their initiative, determination
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and dedication to making Northwest Indiana a
better place for all who live and work there.

———

IN HONOR OF JOEL BROOKS RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE AMERICAN
JEWISH CONGRESS

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Joel David Brooks retirement
as the Executive Director of the Southwest
Region for the American Jewish Congress. |
join my fellow colleagues in honoring the 40
years of service that Mr. Brooks has given to
the local community and the rest of the world.

| am honored to give my complements to a
man who has pursued the improvement of
human rights for people all across the globe.
He has played such a great role in improving
lives and families, as | encourage others to
continue his dedication to the betterment of
our fellow man.

| congratulate the Brooks family on this mo-
mentous occasion. | wish Mr. Brooks a well-
earned retirement, and am sure that he will be
successful in all of his future endeavors during
his retirement.

———

TRIBUTE TO WILEY PRICE, JR.,
AFRICAN-AMERICAN RADIO PIO-
NEER

HON. WM. LACY CLAY

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Wiley Price, Jr., an African-American
radio Pioneer, for his being posthumously in-
ducted into the Greater St. Louis Association
of Black Journalists’ Hall of Fame, on Sep-
tember 25, 2004.

In 1944, Mr. Price joined radio station
WTMV, becoming the first African-American
radio disc jockey to work on the air in St.
Louis. In the words of St. Louis writer and
media historian, Bernie Hayes:

“Wiley Price was one of the most original
and imaginative announcers of the 20th cen-
tury. He was far before his time for some, but
right on time for us. He was a leading figure
in the postwar radio movement, and devel-
oped a unique, distinctive delivery and set the
standard for those of us who came later. He
brought the sound of Black American music to
millions of white teenagers while giving hun-
dreds of artists their first recognition.”

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Price crusaded against the
lack of respect and recognition for an entire
people. He led his listeners to a new musical
level and his influence spread over many gen-
erations, touching different people of all races.
The fact that he has been inducted into an-
other “Hall of Fame” is proof of the depth of
his influence.

His religious background and his broad ap-
preciation for jazz and blues allowed him to
bring great things to music and the entertain-
ment industry.
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