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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

IN RECOGNITION OF MR. WILLIAM
SCHMIDT

HON. J. DENNIS HASTERT

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. HASTERT. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
congratulate Mr. William Schmidt, the Village
President of Hampshire, lllinois, on his more
than 40 years of service and devotion to the
Village and its residents. After arriving in
Hampshire in 1945, Mr. Schmidt taught history
at Hampshire High School for 23 years. His
commitment to his students and to the com-
munity’s young people is evident in his endur-
ing relationships with many of these individ-
uals.

Bill Schmidt began his public service in
1980 as a Village Board member. He was
subsequently elected to a 4-year term as Vil-
lage Trustee in 1981. First elected as Village
President in 1985, Mr. Schmidt was then
elected to four additional successive terms,
serving a total of 20 years as Village Presi-
dent.

During his tenure, Bill worked to ensure a
diversified tax base for the Village by expand-
ing the Village’s boundaries to include the |-
90 and U.S. 20 interchange, securing more
than $7 million in public investment that lever-
aged nearly $100 million in private investment,
and securing new businesses that created
more than 750 new jobs.

Bill and his late wife, Dorothy, have helped
to position Hampshire for a successful future
by building on the community’s history, values
and respect for each of its citizens. | would
like to extend my thanks to Bill Schmidt for his
many years of service and dedication to the
people of Hampshire, lllinois. The Village of
Hampshire is certainly fortunate to have bene-
fited from his talent and expertise for so many
years.

HONORING JOHANNA CLARK
HON. JIM GERLACH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. GERLACH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Johanna Clark, the Boyertown Out-
standing Student of the Year.

Johanna Clark is that special kind of student
who not only excels in her academic work at
school, but one who enthusiastically partici-
pates in all sorts of extracurricular activities.
Johanna is seen by many in such a positive
light that she is commonly described as car-
ing, effervescent, intelligent, and responsible.

Johanna has said that she lives to help
other people and make them happy. This is
clearly evident through the work she is in-
volved in. She is a member of the Boyertown
High School Key Club, Student Council, “In-
sight,” the high school cable television talk

show, the Boyertown Holiday House tour, peer
mediation, and the meth hotline mentoring
program. Johanna diligently provides support
for others while consistently demonstrating a
strong work ethic.

Johanna’s academic achievement is quite
impressive, with a current grade point average
of 4.01. She has taken honors English
courses since her freshman year and she
began taking both honors social studies and
science as a sophomore. As a senior, she has
added to her impressive academic schedule
by taking AP environmental science. And Jo-
hanna has been a member of the National
Honor Society since her junior year.

Johanna has future plans to attend
Millersville University where she will major in
early childhood education, elementary edu-
cation, and she then plans to get her certifi-
cation in English as a Second Language. Jo-
hanna has expressed interest in teaching sec-
ond grade upon graduation. As a high school
student, she has already gained considerable
experience working as a Sunday school teach-
ing assistant at St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Boyertown for many years. At St. John’s, Jo-
hanna also assists with the youth group,
serves as an acolyte, and helps out in the
nursery.

Johanna is the daughter of Jenny and
Fitzhugh Clark and is the third of four children.
Johanna’s family life has served as a source
of inspiration for her by instilling her with last-
ing values and an extraordinary work ethic.
She stated how grateful she was to have peo-
ple in her life who have inspired her, and in
particular, her grandmother, Jeanne Dill. Jo-
hanna says that “she is the most honest and
giving person | know. | have worked so hard
over the years to be like her as best as | could
and to make her proud . . . because of her,
in a big way, | am who | am today.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me today in honoring this tremendous young
lady. Johanna Clark is an inspiration to all
through her hard work and community service.
It is an honor to stand before you to recognize
and congratulate Johanna on her many im-
pressive accomplishments and to wish her the
very best of luck in the future.

——————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE
BETH SMITH

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the distinguished public service of
Hays County Justice of the Peace Beth Smith.

Beth Smith attended Austin Community Col-
lege and Southwest Texas State University,
studying Criminal Justice. She has set an ex-
ample for other law enforcement professionals
by continuously updating her educational cre-
dentials, working as a Campus Manager for

Austin - Community College and substitute
teaching for the Hays County Independent
School District. She was elected as the First
Mayor of Mountain City in 1984, and served in
that capacity for 14 years.

Judge Smith has been tremendously active
in the community. She is a member of the
Board of Directors of the Hays Caldwell Coun-
cil on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, and the Presi-
dent of the Gang Response Intervention Pro-
gram. She has held the position of Associate
Municipal Judge for the City of Kyle, and is
President of Hays County Rural Fire District

Ms. Smith is married to her husband Ever-
ett, and has three children. She was first elect-
ed to office in 1999, and represents Precinct
2 on the County Justice Court. She has been
especially zealous protecting the well-being of
Hays County youth, and has been consistently
involved with intervention programs to help
those most at risk.

Justice of the Peace Beth Smith is a tre-
mendous resource for her community, both as
a volunteer and a public official. She has
served her neighbors with distinction, and | am
honored to have the chance to recognize her
here today.

REGARDING CLEAN CRUISE SHIP
ACT OF 2005

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker many Americans
enjoy taking cruises, in large part because
they get to see some of the nation’s most
beautiful marine ecosystems. Because | want
to see these beautiful marine ecosystems pro-
tected for future generations to enjoy, | am in-
troducing The Clean Cruise Ship Act of 2005.

The Cruise Ship Industry has experienced
much success over the past few years. In fact,
the industry has grown an average of 10 per-
cent per year over the past 8 years, including
an almost 17 percent increase in 2000. Unfor-
tunately, as it grows, its potential to negatively
affect the marine environment grows as well.
Over a week’s time, a single 3,000 passenger
cruise ship, according to EPA and industry
data, generates a tremendous amount of
waste: Over 200,000 gallons of black water
(raw sewage) are created. Approximately 1
million gallons of gray water (runoff from
showers, sinks and dishwashers) are pro-
duced. More than 35,000 gallons of oily bilge
water (oil and chemicals from engine mainte-
nance that collect in the bottom of ships and
are toxic to marine life) are generated. Isn't it
reasonable to think that these ships should be
subject to the same wastewater regulations as
those governing municipalities of comparable
size? | think so.

While many cruise ship companies have en-
vironmental policies in place, many are vol-
untary with no monitoring or enforcement pro-
visions. Unfortunately, | am all too familiar with
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the down-side to voluntary agreements. In my
district a cruise ship—breaking its voluntary
agreement—illegally discharged into the Mon-
terey Bay National Marine Sanctuary in 2002.
Simply put, voluntary agreements between
cruise lines and states aren’t enough to en-
sure protection of our oceans. The public de-
serves more than industry’s claims of environ-
mental performance. We need a Federal law
and we need it now. It's time we strengthen
the environmental regulations and in so doing,
bring these floating cities in line with current
pollution treatment standards. The Clean
Cruise Ship Act of 2005 is the answer.

The legislation that | am introducing today,
which has bipartisan support and is endorsed
by over 30 local and national groups, plugs
existing loopholes in Federal laws, requires
ships to treat their wastewater wherever they
operate, and authorizes broadened enforce-
ment authority. Several states including Cali-
fornia, Alaska, Hawaii, Maine, and Washington
have enacted or are currently considering leg-
islation to better regulate various cruise ship
wastes—similar to the legislation | am intro-
ducing today. In fact, | am proud to report that
California is leading the country in protecting
its coastal waters from cruise ship pollution.
Passage of the Clean Cruise Ship Act of 2005
is one of the ways to provide all states with
the kinds of ocean and coastal protections that
the people of California, Alaska and Maine
benefit from. Enactment of this bill will protect
the tourism industry by making sure that the
beaches and oceans, two of the attractions
that make California the most visited state in
our country, will be protected from cruise ship
pollution. Simply put, this legislation ensures
two things: (1) a sustainable future for our
oceans, and (2) a sustainable future for the
cruise and tourism industry.

This legislation promotes the public interest
for all Americans. The public deserves clean
water—both in our inland waterways and in
our oceans. The Clean Cruise Ship Act of
2005, through its discharge standards, will
give the public what it deserves.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my col-
leagues to support this critically important leg-
islation.

———

INTRODUCING THE ELECTION
WEEKEND ACT OF 2005

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, in
2001, the National Commission on Federal
Election Reform released its report highlighting
a variety of reforms that need to occur in our
country’s faltering election system. While | did
not agree with all of the Commission’s views,
| did agree with the report’'s recommendation
to establish a federal holiday on Election Day.

Today, my good friend from California, Rep-
resentative Honda, and | are taking the Com-
mission’s recommendation one step further
and introducing the Election Weekend Act of
2005. Our bill changes our nation’s Election
Day from the first Tuesday after the first Mon-
day in November to the first consecutive Sat-
urday and Sunday in November. Furthermore,
it expresses the sense of Congress that pri-
vate sector employers provide their employees
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with one day off during Election Weekend to
allow them ample opportunity and time to cast
their ballot without having to leave work.

Each Election Day, employees are faced
with the difficult task of balancing their work
schedules with their family responsibilities,
while trying to find time to make it to the polls.
Our bill recognizes the undue amount of pres-
sure Americans face when trying to participate
in the democratic process. It acknowledges
the fact that a great deal of Americans are un-
able to leave their jobs in the middle of the
day and vote because our elections occur on
a Tuesday, a day when almost all Americans
are working.

As more and more Americans enter the
workforce, the choice they are forced to make
between working or voting has resulted in de-
creased voter turnout. Turnout is even smaller
in low and middle income communities where
individuals do not enjoy the luxury of taking a
three hour lunch to eat and vote. For many,
the hour they lose in wages when they go to
the polls may mean the difference between
paying the bills or flnding themselves out on
the street.

It is irresponsible of us to continue forcing
Americans to choose between a paycheck,
family time, or democracy. It is the Constitu-
tional privilege of every American to vote. In
moving our nation’s Election Day to the first
full weekend in November and extending it
from one day to two days, we recognize the
responsibility that we have to our constituents
and our democratic heritage. We should be
doing everything we can to protect the integ-
rity of our election system by not only encour-
aging Americans to vote, but making it more
convenient for them to do so.

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION OF BLACK AND WHITE
MEN TOGETHER

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the National Association of Black
and White Men Together (NABWMT), a gay,
multiracial, multicultural organization com-
mitted to fostering supportive environments
wherein racial and cultural barriers can be
overcome and the goal of human equality real-
ized, on the occasion of its 25th Anniversary
which it will celebrate this Friday evening, April
15th, with a reception in the Rayburn House
Office Building Foyer.

NABWMT began in September, 1980 with
an advertisement its founder, the late Michael
G. Smith, placed in The Advocate. From this
small advertisement NABWMT has grown into
a national 501(c)(3) organization with head-
quarters in Pittsburgh, PA and local chapters
in the major cities of the United States, includ-
ing Washington, DC.

The national and the local chapter engage
in educational, political, cultural and social ac-
tivities as a means of dealing with racism,
sexism, homophobia, HIV -AIDS discrimina-
tion, and other inequities. Among the more
prominent of these activities are the Discrimi-
nation Response System, a model program
which, | am proud to note, the DC Chapter

April 14, 2005

created, and the widely presented Multi-Ra-
cial, Multi-Cultural Workshop.

In the 1980’s, local chapters initiated AIDS
education and prevention programs that, in
1988, resulted in a million dollar grant from the
Centers for Disease Control, which made the
NABWMT the first openly gay organization to
receive federal funds to conduct a nation-wide
HIV education program. From this grant
NABWMT created the National Task Force on
AIDS Prevention. In 1992 the National Task
Force became a separate entity which con-
ducted trainings and workshops for every ac-
tive chapter in NABWMT. The Task Force cre-
ated HIV/AIDS educational models that com-
munity-based organizations, health depart-
ments, and activists used throughout the
United States and in countries from New Zea-
land to South Africa.

| ask the House to join me in congratulating
the National Association of Black and White
Men Together on its silver anniversary.

———

THE UNITED STATES SHOULD
WITHDRAW FROM UNESCO

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 14, 2005

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to intro-
duce a concurrent resolution expressing the
sense of the Congress that the United States
should withdraw from the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO).

Mr. Speaker, in 1984 President Ronald
Reagan withdrew the United States from
membership in UNESCO, citing egregious fi-
nancial mis-management, blatant anti-Ameri-
canism, and UNESCO’s general anti-freedom
policies and programs. President Reagan was
correct in identifying UNESCO as an organiza-
tion that does not act in America’s interest,
and he was correct in questioning why the
U.S. should fund 25 percent of UNESCO’s
budget for that privilege.

Since the United States decided to re-join
UNESCO in 2003, Congress has appropriated
funds to cover some 25 percent of the organi-
zation’s entire budget. But what are we getting
for this money?

UNESCO has joined the “International Net-
work for Cultural Policy” in seeking a UN
“global diversity initiative” by this year that
would restrict US export of some $70 billion
worth of movies, television programs, music
recordings, and other cultural products.

UNESCO sponsors the International Bacca-
laureate program, which seeks to indoctrinate
US primary and secondary school students
through its “universal curriculum” for teaching
global citizenship, peace studies and equality
of world cultures. This program, started in Eu-
rope, is infiltrating the American school sys-

tem.

UNESCO has been fully supportive of the
United Nations’ Population Fund in its assist-
ance to China’s brutal coercive population
control program.

UNESCO has designated 47 U.N. Bio-
sphere Reserves in the United States covering
more than 70 million acres, without Congres-
sional consultation.

Continued membership in UNESCO is a
blatant assault on our sovereignty and an in-
excusable waste of U.S. taxpayer dollars.
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