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out on his own and start his own business.
Along with my late mother, Joan, as book-
keeper, the Portman Equipment Company
began modestly, with two salespeople and two
mechanics. The company was started with
borrowed funds, and it took a few years to
turn a profit.

Today, the company employs over 400 peo-
ple, handles multiple lines and services, and is
one of the largest material handling distribu-
tors in the United States. Dad would tell you
that's because he hired outstanding people,
which is true, but it is also because he is a
good leader and a hardworking entrepreneur.

He was the first equipment dealer in the
country to recognize the importance of oper-
ator safety and mechanic education. In 1972,
Dad initiated a training operation, now called
the “Learning Center,” which offers twenty in-
dustry courses, has instructed over 80,000
students worldwide, and is the largest regional
training site for Caterpillar and Mitsubishi fork-
lifts. Portman Equipment Company, now run
by my brother, William C. “Wym” Portman llI,
is now one of the country’s largest Cat Lift
Truck distributors, and was listed as one of
Cincinnati’s top 100 privately held firms twelve
times.

Dad always recognized the importance of
giving back through community service. In
1975, he became the first small
businessperson to chair the Greater Cincinnati
United Way campaign. He was the first chair
to visit all 105 agencies that received United
Way funding, and fundraising set a new
record. He has served on the boards of United
Way; Community Chest & Council; the Greater
Cincinnati Chamber of Commerce; and the
Greater Cincinnati Foundation. He has held
leadership positions with the Cincinnati Busi-
ness Committee; the Federal Reserve Bank of
Cleveland’s Small Business Advisory Council;
the Hamilton County Regional Airport Author-
ity; and chaired the Chamber’s first Leadership
Cincinnati class, which is one of the country’s
most prestigious leadership development pro-
grams.

In all his business and community endeav-
ors, he was strongly supported by my mother,
Joan, who herself was an accomplished civic
leader. Among her accomplishments, she was
named a Cincinnati Enquirer Woman of the
Year in 1979, and was the recipient of the
Jacob E. Davis Volunteer of the Year Award
of the Greater Cincinnati Foundation.

Our family, including my wife, Jane; brother,
Wym; sister-in-law, Jan; sister, Ginna; brother-
in-law Allan; and Dad’s nine grandchildren; are
proud of all of Dad’s accomplishments, and
congratulate him on being named a Great Liv-
ing Cincinnatian.

————

CONGRATULATING HISTORY DAY
SCHOLARS

HON. GEORGE MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, the nation was relieved that on Janu-
ary 7, Edgar Ray Killen was arraigned for the
1964 murder of three civil rights martyrs—An-
drew Goodman, Michael Schwerner, and
James Chaney. The brutal murders of these
three men, who were registering African-Amer-
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ican voters in Mississippi during the 1964
Freedom Summer campaign, helped to galva-
nize the civil rights movement in the nation
and centuries of legal and de facto mistreat-
ment of our fellow citizens.

In 1967, Killen was one of several men
charged with violating the advocates’ civil
rights, but an all-white jury failed to convict
Killen and only lightly sentenced 7 of the men
involved. Prosecution in connection with the
1964 killings lay dormant for 40 years and
would have continued to do so had Sarah
Siegel, Allison Nichols, and Brittany Saltiel,
students at Chicago’s Stevenson High School,
not prompted a reopening of the case.

Mr. Speaker, these young women chose the
1964 Goodman-Schwerner-Chaney case as
the subject of their project for the National His-
tory Day competition last year. As many of our
colleagues know, NHD programs target over
half a million students throughout this country,
promoting the teaching and study of American
history. Entries to its yearly contest are cho-
sen at the school, city and state level and con-
sist of presentations of topics in American his-
tory based on themes developed by NHD.
Students may prepare research papers,
storyboards, video documentaries or perform-
ances on their subject.

The reopening of this long-dormant civil
rights case demonstrates the NHD’s dramatic
impact on American historical literacy, and il-
lustrates better than any other development
the impact of the study of history on student
understanding of and ability to affect world
events. Through the creation and promotion of
dynamic, participation-driven programs, NHD
has changed the way that teachers present
American history. Students who engage in
NHD programs enjoy a boost in historical lit-
eracy and interest in matters of key historical
interest.

Mr. Speaker, | am also very pleased that
the Congress recently authorized federal sup-
port for the National History Day program.
Under P.L. 108-474, the Secretary of Edu-
cation may award grants to the NHD program,
and we are very hopeful that he will do so. |
know that we are joined in that wish by thou-
sands of administrators, teachers, students
and historians around the country who share
our pride in NHD and in the work of these,
and many other talented young students. With
the added support of federal funding, NHD will
be able to expand its commendable work of
promoting historical literacy in our nation’s
schools.

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Sarah, Allison and Brittany for their work
in publicizing the Goodman-Schwerner-
Chaney case. Their research has not only im-
proved our understanding of history; it has
helped make history.

———

THE LIBERATION OF NAVASSA
AND DESECHEO ISLANDS BEGINS
ANEW

HON. NICK J. RAHALL II

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. RAHALL. Mr. Speaker, regardless of the
fact that the Federal Government holds land in
trust for the American people, sadly it appears
that what the people own, the people may not
necessarily ever get to use.
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Last year, | informed this House of the case
of two tiny islands in the western Carribean. It
is a story worth repeating.

Navassa and Desecheo islands have inter-
esting histories, but | doubt most Americans
even know they exist, let alone that the is-
lands are, in fact, part of our very own coun-
try.

The story of Navassa Island is a classic tale
of American capitalism. It came to be part of
America in the late 1800’s through the mining
and sale of petrified bird guano, yes, guano,
as fertilizer. It is also the site of one of our Na-
tion’s early, ugly labor disputes. Over time,
guano went out of fashion, but the outpost
served a new purpose for 80 years, as a light
source to guide ships through the islands of
the Caribbean. In 1996, with the advent of
new technologies, the lighthouse went dark.
The property, however, remained part of the

Eventually that island and Desecheo Island,
a former military training range, were incor-
porated into the National Wildlife Refuge sys-
tem. The designation rightfully recognizes the
unique qualities of the two islands, which are
rich in uncommon plant and animal life. But, in
turn, it has also led to their being essentially
fenced off from the people who own them, the
American public. For in fact, today, the Fish
and Wildlife Service bars legal access to these
two islands apparently under any cir-
cumstance.

That might be the end of the story, were it
not for a group of Ham radio operators, who,
after having been granted special use access
to these public lands for 20 years, were sud-
denly denied permission to visit the islands to
broadcast.

Indeed, for no sensible reason, the Fish and
Wildlife Service, the same agency that had
been granting access to these radio operators,
arbitrarily reversed course and denied permits
for a non-controversial recreational activity that
had been approved for two decades of re-
sponsible and uneventful public use.

Not only did the agency cut off these broad-
casters, it did so even after they agreed to as-
sume all liability, to submit to any regulation or
permit condition, and even to pay all adminis-
trative, management and travel costs for the
Federal agency to remove all financial and
logistical hurdles.

It has also come to my attention recently
that Ham radio operators have also been de-
nied access to the Farallon National Wildlife
Refuge located off the California coast 28
miles from San Francisco, even though this
refuge allows access by special use permits.
Moreover, there are eight broadcast antennae
already on one of the islands that provide
radio communications and the transmission of
weather and seismic information to the main-
land.

This is an instance of outrageous adminis-
trative arrogance to deny permits for a rec-
reational use that has been shown to be
harmless to fish and wildlife. Public recreation
at our National Wildlife Refuges is as much a
part of the history of Refuge System as the
critters themselves.

The Secretary of the Interior has been given
congressional authority to grant special use
permits for just such circumstances, when a
public use is not incompatible with the pur-
pose of the refuge. Yet, for some reason that
escapes me, this Secretary will not budge. In
the case of these two islands, the Secretary’s
discretionary powers amount to guano.
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Such hubris cannot be allowed to stand un-
challenged. Along with my colleague, the
chairman of the Resources Committee, RICH-
ARD POMBO, | am introducing today legislation
to address this deplorable situation and to re-
store the public’s right of access to its Federal
public lands. The liberation of Navassa and
Desecheo Islands begins today.

This legislation would accomplish two main
goals. First, it would require the Fish and Wild-
life Service to provide public access, use of,
and recreational opportunities to resolve this
particular dispute. Second, the legislation
would require the Service to establish at least
one period of time each year for public access
to each refuge.

Of great importance to me, language au-
thorizing the Service to specify use periods
and to attach reasonable permit restrictions in
order to protect resources and public safety
should provide adequate flexibility to balance
the competing interests of resource protection
and public recreation.

Another benefit of this legislation will be to
help harmonize existing use policies at these
refuges with three other remote refuges in the
Pacific, Baker Island, Johnson Island and Jar-
vis Island. These three refuges, all accessible
by way of special use permits, show plainly
that controlled public recreational access is
possible even at extremely remote and fragile
refuges.

In fact, the ham radio operators were suc-
cessful in securing a permit to visit Baker Is-
land as recently as 2002. In fairness, the
same access should be provided to Navassa
Island and Desecheo.

| am fully aware of the Service’s need to
balance public access with the Refuge Sys-
tem’s overall “wildlife first” mission.

The Service cannot, however, be allowed to
selectively choose to implement those parts of
its authority it favors but ignore those require-
ments to provide for public recreation which
are clearly stated in existing law.

| urge members to support this important
legislation.

———

CONGRATULATING RAMSEY COUN-
TY COMMISSIONER SUSAN HAIGH
AS THE NEW EXECUTIVE DIREC-
TOR OF TWIN CITIES HABITAT
FOR HUMANITY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate Ramsey County
Commissioner Susan Haigh on being named
the new Executive Director of Twin Cities
Habitat for Humanity. Ms. Haigh will assume
this new position after she leaves her seat on
the County Board on February 1st.

For the past ten years, Commissioner Haigh
served on the Ramsey County Board, cham-
pioning affordable housing and improving the
quality of life for the families of Ramsey Coun-
ty. Currently she chairs the Board’s Human
Services and Workforce Solutions Committee
where she has advocated for families through-
out Ramsey County. Before serving in her
elected office, Haigh worked in the Ramsey
County Attorney’s Office, serving as chief legal
counsel to the County Board, chief deputy
prosecutor and managing attorney.
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Throughout her years of service, Commis-
sioner Haigh has put the families of Ramsey
County first. As county commissioner, Ms.
Haigh led the creation of the Housing Endow-
ment Fund, a $5 million incentive program to
spur construction of affordable rental housing.
This kind of valuable experience will help Twin
Cities Habitat address the increasing chal-
lenges of affordable housing development.

Commissioner Haigh brings fresh vision and
wisdom of experience to Habitat for Humanity.
| have had the privilege of working with her,
and | know that she is deeply committed to af-
fordable housing issues. Ms. Haigh believes in
Habitat's mission of helping to build strong
homes and strong families.

Over the years, Twin Cities Habitat for Hu-
manity has helped nearly 600 families become
owners of quality, affordable housing. | am
confident that Ms. Haigh will continue this
record of success.

It has been a privilege to work with Sue,
and | wish her the best of luck on her new po-
sition.

———

RECOGNIZING VICTOR O. WOY

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Victor O. Woy for his 32 years of
committed service to the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike Commission. His presence with the Com-
mission will be sorely missed.

A lifelong resident of Everett, PA, Victor
began his journey through the Pennsylvania
Turnpike Commission as a clerk. After proving
himself as a capable worker and quietly earn-
ing recognition for his incomparable perform-
ance on the job, Mr. Woy’s distinguishing loy-
alty was acknowledged as he became a Con-
struction Manager. Working tirelessly to over-
come the obstacles of having to learn and
master continually changing technology, Victor
flourished in this position, where he remained
until December 9, 2004, and was awarded the
Senior Inspector-in-Charge of the Year award
in 1999.

To the enjoyment of local citizens, Mr.
Woy’s spirit and dedication has translated into
every aspect of his life. He remains actively in-
volved with his church and various projects in
and around Everett, as well as spending time
with his wife, five children and five grand-
children. His uncompromising sense of duty to
the community in which he lives has been a
source of inspiration.

In the 32 years that Mr. Woy has had a sig-
nificant hand in the operations, the Turnpike
Commission has become a more efficient or-
ganization, making a strong impact on the
State. He has demonstrated an unyielding en-
thusiasm and care for the Commission which
he has served. For his incomparable gen-
erosity, service to the Pennsylvania Turnpike
Commission, and unabated commitment to ex-
cellence, Victor O. Woy deserves the highest
recognition. He has left behind a legacy as an
outstanding manager, incorporating leadership
skills, innovative solutions to problems, and an
efficient work ethic.

As a pillar of strength within his community
of Everett, Mr. Woy has been a role model
and leader who is admired by many. His con-
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tributions will not go unnoticed by the business
for which he worked nor the community in
which he lives. | would like to congratulate Mr.
Woy on his accomplishments, and | wish him
the best of luck in his retirement.

——————

TRIBUTE TO WALTER W. PORTER,
JR.

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 25, 2005

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
call to your attention the life and work of a
man who | am proud to represent in Congress
and prouder still to call a friend, Walter W.
Porter, Jr. | have worked with Walter closely
over the years and can say without reserva-
tion Mr. Speaker, that you would be hard
pressed to find an individual more committed
to improving the lives of those in his commu-
nity than Walter Porter.

A life-long resident of my hometown,
Paterson, New Jersey, Walter Porter has had
an extensive career in public service. Matricu-
lating from the Paterson Public School Sys-
tem, Walter met and married his wife Mildred
shortly after graduating from Eastside High
School. Walter Porter's life has long been
intertwined with public service. His selfless de-
votion to others began when he entered into
the Army to fight in World War Il. As an Infan-
try Combat Officer, Water earned a Bronze
Star, Combat Infantry Badge and Purple Heart
for his heroic actions.

Upon returning from the frontlines of the
Battle of the Bulge, Walter joined the Paterson
Police Department. It was during his tenure as
a motorcycle officer that Walter came to be
known around town as a “straight shooter and
a man of the people.” The knowledge and ex-
periences Walter gained on the streets of
Paterson laid the foundation for the many suc-
cessful years of public service ahead.

Remaining in the law enforcement sector,
Walter transferred to the Passaic County Pros-
ecutor's Office where he rose to the rank of
Captain. After a long and successful tenure
with the Prosecutor's Office, Walter retired in
1979. However, he would not rest on his lau-
rels. The year following his retirement, Walter
ran for a seat on the Passaic County Board of
chosen Freeholders.

After a successful bid for Freeholder, Walter
began to work diligently on behalf of the peo-
ple of Passaic County. Throughout his tenure
on the Board of Chosen Freeholders Walter
Porter has been a steady supporter of the law
enforcement community, veterans groups and
the senior citizen community of Passaic Coun-
ty

Chosen by his colleagues on the Freeholder
Board, Walter has served four one-year terms
as Freeholder Director. Additionally, he has
served on each of the committees within the
Freeholder Board. His professional demeanor
and commitment to good government earned
Walter the moniker, “Dean of the Board of
Freeholders.”

Walter’s tireless devotion to serving the peo-
ple of Passaic County extends far beyond his
life as a public official. He is a co-founder of
the Boys & Girls Club of Paterson, a Life
Member of Elks Lodge #60 and a member of
several veterans’ organizations.
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