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Headquarters in Washington, D.C. Over the 
years, Brian had countless praiseworthy as-
signments that he fulfilled but two of his most 
notable duties include: Supervisor of the Dig-
nitary Protection JUMP TEAM and Internal Af-
fairs Desk Officer for the West and Southwest 
Regions, respectively. 

Brian was then appointed to his current po-
sition, Special Agent in Charge of the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Human Services, Of-
fice of Investigations for Region II in 1999. As 
Special Agent in Charge, he is responsible for 
enforcing a myriad of Federal Laws and man-
aging the Dignitary Protection efforts through-
out the States of New York, New Jersey, 
Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands (Re-
gion II). 

Mr. Smith’s spirit of service to our great na-
tion and his unwavering commitment to his fel-
low man is obvious to all those who know him. 
His military service has spanned two branches 
of the Armed Services, including a six year 
tour of duty in the U. S. Coast Guard Reserve. 
Additionally, Brian currently serves as a Major 
with the New York Guard, Civil Affairs Unit. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, the members of the Smith family, and 
myself in recognizing Chief Brian J. Smith for 
his outstanding service to the residents of 
New York and New Jersey. 
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COMMENDING VILLAGE OF OR-
CHARD PARK MAYOR PATRICIA 
A. DICKMAN FOR EXEMPLARY 
SERVICE TO HER COMMUNITY 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
call your attention to Patricia A. Dickman, a 
woman who after years of dedicated public 
service, will retire from her position as the Vil-
lage of Orchard Park Mayor in Erie County, 
New York. 

Mayor Dickman’s devotion to developing a 
better future for her community was evident 
early, as she chose to dedicate 12 years to 
the teaching profession, educating young peo-
ple. 

Over the last 30 years Mayor Dickman ex-
panded her dedication from working with youth 
to working with the community as a whole. 

Mayor Dickman’s government service is ex-
tensive. Prior to her election to the seat of 
Mayor, Ms. Dickman worked for 6 years on 
the Village of Orchard Park Planning Board, 
including 4 years as Chair. She also served as 
a Village of Orchard Park Trustee for 6 years 
and has led the Beautify Orchard Park Com-
mittee for over 24 years. 

Throughout her tenure as Mayor, Ms. 
Dickman has sat on several local boards and 
organizations including: the Erie County Sewer 
District III, the Southtown’s Sewer Agency, the 
Village Officials Association and the Erie 
County Governments Association. 

Though her accomplishments are too num-
bered to mention here today, some of the 
highlights of her service consist of contribu-
tions to local economic development through 
the ‘‘Façade’’ program and facilitation of infra-
structure projects including reconstruction of 
Route 240/277. At the same time, through the 
duration of her term, the Mayor has been suc-

cessful in maintaining the lowest tax rate in 
Erie County. 

It is with great pride and gratitude I stand 
here today to recognize Village of Orchard 
Park Mayor Patricia Dickman, a genuine pub-
lic servant and faithful community advocate, 
may her life in retirement be met with the 
many triumphs achieved in her years as 
Mayor. 
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FOR THE RELIEF OF THE PAR-
ENTS OF THERESA MARIE 
SCHIAVO 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JULIA CARSON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sunday, March 20, 2005 

Ms. CARSON. Mr. Speaker, the Schiavo 
family tragedy has touched the hearts of 
Americans across the country. This is a family 
that has for fifteen years intimately battled with 
what for most of us are distant fears. Now mil-
lions of us, in conversations at the office with 
our friends and colleagues and at the dinner 
table with our families, are trying to decide 
what we would do in their situation, what we 
would want for ourselves and for our loved 
ones. It is a conversation we need to have as 
a nation. But it is a question that will remain 
unsolved unless that time comes when our 
families are faced with tragedy as the Schiavo 
family has been. 

Today we can argue what we hope we 
would do in their situation, what we think we 
would want for ourselves, and what we think 
is right. But we do not know what it means to 
be a member of the Schiavo family. We in 
Congress can only pretend. 

Can any of us even imagine the agony that 
this family has weathered over the past fifteen 
years? Can any of us here in Washington pre-
tend to have the authority to decide which 
members of this family in Florida are ‘‘good’’ 
and which are ‘‘bad’’? I have listened to some 
of my colleagues condemn Michael Schiavo, a 
man they have never met and do not know, as 
wicked. Some of my colleagues have sug-
gested that this man they have never met, this 
man who has suffered immeasurably through 
this agonizing family tragedy, is motivated by 
selfishness and cruelty. Some have suggested 
he has no respect for life. Let us see these 
accusations for what they are: a sick and 
shameful attempt to destroy a man’s character 
and to tear apart a family, all in the name of 
political gain. 

My colleagues, this will be a day looked 
back upon with shame. It will be the day that 
100 Senators and 435 Members of Congress 
and one President, none of whom are mem-
bers of this family, none of whom have stood 
alongside Terri Schiavo over the hardships of 
the past 15 years, none of whom know her 
wishes, none of whom would have lifted a fin-
ger were it not for a sick sense of political op-
portunism at the expense of the family—it will 
be the day these 536 strangers decided that 
the family wasn’t good enough, that it was 
time for 536 strangers to decide, without any 
evidence or personal connection, what was 
good for a family they have never met. 

This is a choice we would never wish upon 
anyone, but which families must make be-
tween themselves and God alone. May Con-

gress never again pretend to be part of such 
a covenant. 
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TRIBUTE TO LANSDOWNE CHRIS-
TIAN CHURCH OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY 

HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay special tribute to the Lansdowne Christian 
Church of Baltimore County marking its 100th 
year of celebrating Memorial Day Services. 
The Church, which was placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1977 by the U.S. 
Department of Interior, is the only Church in 
the United States built to honor the men of the 
Grand Army of the Republic and the sacrifices 
they made to preserve the Union. 

On May 14, 1905, the first annual Memorial 
Service for the Grand Army was held at the 
Lansdowne Christian Church. Memorial Day 
was established in the wake of the Civil War 
to remember and pay homage to all those 
who had died in service to our nation. The 
Service on the last Sunday in May continues 
today. This year’s service will be held on May 
29, 2005, continuing a tradition for which 
Church members and the community should 
be very proud. 

Today, we are engaged in armed conflict in 
Iraq and in Afghanistan. Many of our soldiers 
have made the ultimate sacrifice, and it is im-
portant that we honor their commitment to 
freedom and democracy. 

I hope my colleagues in the U.S. House of 
Representatives will join me in saluting the 
Lansdowne Christian Church for making duty, 
service and dedication to our nation a central 
focus of church life. 
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RECOGNIZING KEN SLAVENS OF 
SAINT HELENA, CALIFORNIA 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize my dear friend, Ken 
Slavens, of Saint Helena, California, for his 21 
years of public service. His outstanding lead-
ership and commitment have helped to make 
my hometown the incredible community that it 
is today. 

Born and raised in Saint Helena, Ken’s ap-
preciation, love, and devotion to protecting 
and preserving this small, unique community 
are obvious from his many years of dedicated 
service. With an innate knowledge of his com-
munity and unyielding compassion, Ken was 
elected to the office of City Council in 1994. 
His energy, drive, and undeniable hard work 
are only a few of the many reasons that he 
was appointed as Vice Mayor in 1997. Shortly 
thereafter in 1999, Ken was elected Mayor of 
Saint Helena. 

Mr. Speaker, during his tenure on the City 
Council and as Mayor, Ken has been a strong 
advocate for Saint Helena on numerous 
boards throughout Napa County and Cali-
fornia. These include the Long Range Water 
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Task Force, Napa County Cities Mayors 
Council, the Association of Bay Area Govern-
ment, and the North Bay League of California 
Cities just to name a few. As Mayor, he tack-
led important and complicated issues ranging 
from job training and employment for the dis-
advantaged, to flood control and improving 
local water supplies. He also worked ardu-
ously with the Napa County Flood Control Dis-
trict to protect Saint Helena from dangerous 
and destructive winter flooding. He is also rec-
ognized for spearheading the creation of the 
new Saint Helena First Station. 

Mr. Speaker, Ken has even risked his own 
life on multiple occasions in order to protect 
his fellow citizens. From 1976 to 1978 he 
served as Captain of the Saint Helena Police 
Reserves. After his time with the Police De-
partment, he selflessly devoted the next seven 
years to the Saint Helena Volunteer Fire De-
partment. During his time there, his passion 
for protecting and serving the community 
earned him overwhelming respect and praise 
from his fellow fire fighters. As a result, he has 
been recognized as an Honorary Member of 
the Fire Department. 

When not working with the Native Sons of 
the Golden West, the Sierra Club, or other 
local organizations Ken and his wife Barbie 
look forward to cruising through the Napa Val-
ley on their Screaming Eagle Harley Davidson. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that we thank 
and honor Ken Slavens for his passion, dedi-
cation, and numerous contributions to this 
community. We wish him the best in all his fu-
ture endeavors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOE KNOLLENBERG 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Mr. KNOLLENBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the loss of Mrs. Terri 
Schiavo. 

On March 21, 2005, S. 686 passed the 
House of Representatives by a vote of 203– 
58. This was rollcall vote number 90. Unfortu-
nately, I was out of the country on official Con-
gressional business and unable to return for 
this emergency session. However, had I been 
present I would have voted in support of this 
legislation. 
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HONORING THE LATE MR. JAMES 
MCDOWELL 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Mr. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the late Mr. 
James McDowell. 

Mr. McDowell was a World War II B–17 pilot 
who flew 31 missions over Germany. On Jan-
uary 13, 1945, on his second mission over 
Mannheim, Germany, Mr. McDowell’s aircraft 
was hit by enemy fire. The heavy flak hit the 
cockpit floor and sent a piece of schrapnel 
through his clothing into his right calf. 

The severely damaged plane was unable to 
return to the base, and was forced to land at 

Manston England Air Base. Mr. McDowell was 
taken by the medics to the hospital, treated 
and released with a cane. The B–17 was so 
damaged that it never returned to action. 

Last year, Mr. McDowell and his family ap-
proached me about getting his long overdue 
Purple Heart. Unfortunately, before I was able 
to present the Purple Heart to him, Mr. 
McDowell passed away. 

Mr. Speaker, while it is unfortunate that Mr. 
McDowell is not alive to receive his Purple 
Heart, I know that his family will cherish the 
medal and his memory for the rest of their 
lives. Mr. McDowell’s story is emblematic of 
many who served in World War II and surely 
places him as a member of the ‘‘greatest gen-
eration.’’ 
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HONORING UNDERSHERIFF CURTIS 
L. WATSON 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, Mr. STARK and I rise 
today to honor the extraordinary contributions 
of Undersheriff Curtis L. Watson to the Ala-
meda County Sheriff’s Department over the 
past 34 years. Curtis joined the department in 
1970 and steadily climbed its ranks to become 
the undersheriff in 1993, providing excellent 
service throughout his tenure. 

In 1970, Curtis had just completed a tour in 
the United States Air Force. On the advice of 
his brother, he applied for the Alameda Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Department, where he was hired 
as a sheriff’s deputy and assigned to work at 
Santa Rita Jail. 

Curtis had worked his way up to the position 
of lieutenant at Santa Rita when he first made 
the acquaintance of Charles Plummer, the Al-
ameda County Sheriff, in 1987. Curtis’s com-
petence and confidence made a positive im-
pression on the sheriff, who would remember 
him when their paths crossed again a few 
years later. 

After advancing to captain and becoming 
the commanding officer of the North County 
Jail in Oakland, Curtis took the commander’s 
examination in April 1992, finishing with the 
highest score of any candidate and again 
catching the attention of Sheriff Plummer. By 
that time, Curtis had made such an impression 
that when the undersheriff position came open 
in 1993, Sheriff Plummer tapped him to fill it. 

With his promotion to undersheriff, Curtis 
became not only the highest-ranking African 
American in the Alameda County Sheriff De-
partment’s 152-year history but also the high-
est-ranking black sheriff’s official in the state 
of California. 

Curtis served as undersheriff from 1993 until 
his retirement on March 24, 2005. Only one 
other undersheriff in the entire history of the 
Alameda County Sheriff’s Department served 
longer than Curtis’s 12 years in the position. 

On the occasion of Curtis Watson’s retire-
ment, we would like to honor his contributions 
to law and order in Alameda County over the 
past 34 years. He has served with distinction 
and dedication, breaking down barriers and 
forging new paths. We salute him for his com-
mitment to justice and equality in our society, 
and we are certain that others will draw inspi-
ration from his accomplishments for genera-
tions to come. 

FOR THE RELIEF OF THE PAR-
ENTS OF THERESA MARIE 
SCHIAVO 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GIL GUTKNECHT 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Sunday, March 20, 2005 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, as an origi-
nal cosponsor of the first legislation introduced 
to protect the life of Terri Schiavo, I am 
pleased Members of Congress from both bod-
ies and from both sides of the aisle were able 
to come together to pass legislation that gives 
Terri Schiavo a chance at life. S. 868 will 
allow members of Terri’s family to file a claim 
in the U.S. District Court in Florida for an al-
leged violation of her Constitutional rights. Our 
Constitution states that no state shall ‘‘deprive 
any person of life, liberty, or property, without 
due process of law.’’ Yet Terri has never had 
her own attorney exclusively representing her 
interests in court. This action will finally give 
her that opportunity. Convicted criminals on 
death row are granted this right; should not an 
individual who has never been convicted of a 
crime? 

I understand issues involving long-term fam-
ily illness are areas in which Congress should 
tread softly, if at all. This is an extremely sen-
sitive area. But the facts of this case show 
that Terri’s parents and siblings are willing to 
care for her and bear her medical expenses. 
This is not someone in a coma or with a ter-
minal illness. Terri is awake and is able to see 
and hear and is often alert and interacts with 
her environment. We have a responsibility to 
protect the most vulnerable among us. Though 
we sometimes are led astray, every man, 
woman and child is precious in God’s eyes. 
Terri’s family must be given the opportunity to 
give her the treatment and care she deserves. 

It was vitally important that Congress pass 
this legislation; not just to protect Terri’s life, 
but also to avoid setting the disturbing prece-
dent of ending human life against the wishes 
of someone’s family and those willing to give 
her care. What kind of statement would we 
have been making to other incapacitated or 
disabled individuals who aren’t able to survive 
without the assistance of medical technology 
or the care of others? As many have stated, 
when it comes to life and death decisions we 
must always err on the side of life. 

I regret I was not available to vote for S. 
868. Had my vote been needed for passage, 
I would have returned immediately. 
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THE INVESTMENT TAX 
SIMPLIFICATION ACT OF 2005 

HON. DAVID DREIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, our position as 
the world’s leading economy is founded on the 
principle of entrepreneurship. This spirit in-
spires us to seek new and innovative products 
and services which enhance Americans’ lives 
by exploring bold business ventures. 

After two failed attempts to start an auto-
mobile manufacturing company, in 1903, 
Henry Ford and 11 business associates raised 
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