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Commissioner Weldon P. Cude is no
stranger to the needs of his community. In
1996, he was elected Pleasanton’s “Business
Person of the Year,” and has served as Direc-
tor of “The County Bank,” the “Atascosa
County Economic Development Corporation,”
and the “Atascosa County Appraisal Board.”

Since 1983 Mr. Cude has served as a pillar
of the business community. As an inde-
pendent business person, he has contributed
as President of both Premium Well Drilling In-
corporated and the Fat Cowboys Steakhouse.
He has also served his community as Vice
President for Goldwell Investments Incor-
porated. Employing over 150 employees, he
understands the values of hard work and dedi-
cation.

Commissioner Weldon P. Cude lives in
Atascosa with his wife Gayla Cude, and his
five daughters: Aubry, Stephanie, Jennie,
Lindsey, and Jessica.

It is a pleasure to recognize the accomplish-
ments of Commissioner Cude, his dedication
to the community has helped to make
Atascosa a better place to live and work.

Mr. Speaker, County Commissioner Weldon
P. Cude is an exemplary public servant. | am
proud to have the chance to thank him here
today for all he has done for his fellow Tex-
ans.

—————

HONORING THE LIFE AND BSAC-
RIFICE OF SERGEANT MICHAEL
ESPISITO

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and sacrifice of Sergeant Mi-
chael Espisito, U.S. Army. On March 18,
2004, SGT Espisito made the ultimate sac-
rifice for his Nation—he gave his life while
fighting on the frontiers of freedom in the small
town of Miam Do, Afghanistan.

Referring to heroes of World War II, Sir
Winston Churchill once stated, “Never in the
field of human conflict was so much owed by
so many to so few.” | believe that Churchill’s
sentiments reign truer then ever when applied
to today’s historically small contingent of serv-
ice men and women. The challenge facing us
is similarly great: the defeat of terrorism. But
the number bearing that burden has never
been so small.

Michael Espisito not only recognized that
challenge, he embraced it. He volunteered to
serve, to bear that burden, and he loved it. In
a letter to Michael's parents, Captain Jorge
Cordeiro, Michael's Company Commander, re-
flected back on the first battle he fought in
with Michael. Captain Cordeiro wrote, “l can
recall him telling me it was the best day of his
life and how proud he felt to have fought for
his country.”

Assigned as a Team Leader in A Company,
2nd Battalion, 22nd Infantry Regiment of the
10th Mountain Division, Sergeant Espisito took
each word in his title to heart.

Team: Sergeant Espisito never cared as
much about himself as he did about the men
surrounding him, his brothers in arms. He put
their interests first; he put their safety first; he
put their success ahead of his own. But Mi-
chael Espisito’s team extended beyond those
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he fought with. His team was the Army, his
family, his Nation and, in many ways, the peo-
ple of Afghanistan. Just before Sergeant
Espisito was mortally wounded in Afghanistan
he successfully evacuated two women from
the same building in which he was fighting.
Those women were on SGT Espisito’s team
and they were saved because of it.

Leader: In the U.S. Army infantry there is a
short slogan that is often repeated: “Follow
me!” Michael Espisito didn’t just say “follow
me,” he lived it. He led his men from the front
in every combat maneuver they took part in. In
so doing, he earned the trust, the respect and
the confidence of all around him. As his Bat-
talion Commander wrote of him, “He was a
shining example of a soldier and non-commis-
sioned officer to the end.” SGT Espisito was
leading from the front when he breached a
door in an enemy compound and was mortally
wounded in an exchange of fire.

Michael Espisito was a special human
being. He was different. He was a hero. You
get the feeling he was put on this earth to
serve. He knew his mission, he understood his
roll and he embraced it. And he lived his life,
did his work and executed his missions with
dignity, vigor and excellence. Our world is bet-
ter because of his sacrifice but it is poorer be-
cause of his loss.

Churchill reminds us how much we owe to
those few men and women like Michael
Espisito. We owe Michael our commitment to
a better world. We owe Michael our commit-
ment to living better, more principled, more
service oriented lives. And we owe Michael
the memorializing of his life and his sacrifice,
best completed by living the lives he would
have wished for each us. Michael is gone but
he will never be forgotten.

TRIBUTE TO JAY B. CUTLER
HON. BENJAMIN L. CARDIN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the life of Jay B. Cutler—a dedi-
cated public servant, a champion for mental
health parity, a gifted attorney, and a dear
friend. Mr. Cutler passed away on March 4 at
the age of 74.

A native New Yorker, Mr. Cutlers accom-
plished career includes service as administra-
tive assistant to former U.S. Senator Jacob
Javits and minority counsel and staff director
to the Senate Health and Human Resources
Committee. From 1977 to 2003, he directed
government relations efforts for the 35,000—
member American Psychiatric Association. He
will be remembered as a passionate and trust-
ed advocate who fought to improve the quality
of, and access to, America’s mental health
system.

All who were fortunate enough to be lobbied
by Jay Cutler recognized that he was so much
more than a lobbyist. Over the years, his
name became synonymous with the cause of
mental health parity. Because of his untiring
efforts, millions of Americans received better,
more compassionate care. His unwavering
commitment to protecting patient confiden-
tiality, broadening coverage for psychiatric and
substance abuse treatment, and improving pa-
tients’ rights will continue to serve as an inspi-
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ration to those of us who fight for these
causes today.

| ask my colleagues to join me in expressing
condolences to Mr. Cutler's wife, Randy, his
two daughters, Hollie S. Cutler and Perri E.
Cutler, and his granddaughter, Makayla
Lipsetts. We are deeply saddened by his
death, and we are warmed by the memory of
his remarkable life.

———

A TRIBUTE TO DONNA ANDERSON
29TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR—2005

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women during
the month of March. It is an honor to pay
homage to outstanding women who are mak-
ing a difference in my Congressional District.

| would like to recognize an outstanding
woman in my Congressional District, Ms.
Donna Anderson. For many years, Donna has
brought an abounding spirit and energy to her
service in the community. Those fortunate
enough to meet and work with Donna instantly
recognize her joy, enthusiasm and passion for
helping others.

Donna was born in Glendale and grew up in
the Glendale/Burbank area along with her 11
sisters and brothers.

As a young mother of Angela and Mark,
Donna volunteered as a teacher's aids at
Mountain View Grade School, as an office
worker at Our Lady of Lourdes Grade School,
and visited patients twice weekly at Queen of
Angeles Hospital in Los Angeles. She was a
co-leader of her daughter's Girl Scout troop
and a co-leader of her son’s Cub and Boy
Scout troops for many years.

Donna began working for the City of Bur-
bank in 1986, and in 2001 was elected as
Burbank’s City Treasurer, a position she holds
today. She returned to college during this time
and received her Bachelor of Arts in Business
Finance. A long-time board member of the
Burbank National Management Association,
she is active in the Burbank Sunrise Kiwanis
Club, where she is currently Vice President-
Elect, and in the Zonta Club of Burbank,
where she will become President in May of
2005. In 2001 Donna received the Hixon Fel-
lowship Award from the Burbank Sunrise
Kiwanis Club for her service to the community.

Ms. Anderson actively participates in the an-
nual Burbank Police Officers’ Relay for Breast
Cancer Walk and walks for the ALS Founda-
tion of Los Angeles. Other organizations that
Donna supports are the Guide Dogs of Amer-
ica, the Burbank Family Service Agency,
Friends of the Griffith Park Observatory, and
the John Burroughs High School Vocal Music
Association.

| ask all Members to join me today in hon-
oring an outstanding woman of California’s
29th Congressional District, Donna Anderson.
The entire community joins me in thanking
Donna for her success and continued efforts
toward making the 29th Congressional District
a more enjoyable place in which to live and
work.
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RECOGNIZING CHARLES E.
“CHARLIE” WEATHERLY

HON. CHARLES W. “CHIP” PICKERING

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. PICKERING. Mr. Speaker, on February
11, Mississippi State University named
Charles E. “Charlie” Weatherly the 2005 Na-
tional Alumnus of the Year. This is the highest
honor that the MSU Alumni Association can
bestow on a member and recognizes Charlie
out of the nearly 100,000 alumni in the asso-
ciation.

I know of no one in the Mississippi State
family more deserving for this award than
Charlie Weatherly. He has devoted 43 years
of his life to the university and it is my distinct
pleasure to honor him for that service today.

Charlie graduated from Mississippi State
College (now Mississippi State University) with
a degree in industrial management in 1959.
He was a star football player for the Bulldogs
and active in campus activities. In 1962, he
became the first full time field representative
for the alumni association and served in this
capacity until 1967, when he was appointed
the association’s executive secretary. In 1976,
he was named Director of Alumni Affairs and
served admirably in this position until 1986,
when he became coordinator of special
projects for both the Alumni Association and
the MSU Foundation. Charlie was the prime
fundraiser and coordinator for constructing the
Eugene Butler Guest House, as well as serv-
ing as director of the first constituency based
fund drive. Prior to retirement, he served as
director of development for Agriculture, For-
estry, and Veterinary Medicine and remains a
member of the board of directors of the MSU
Alumni Foundation, a scholarship assistance
program for deserving MSU students.

Mr. Speaker, our university experiences
educate and shape our lives for many years to
come. They are not just sources of academic
expansion but also economic engines for com-
munities like Starkville and states like Mis-
sissippi. It is notable to give back in some ca-
pacity to an institution that provides an im-
proved quality of life for so many. For Charlie
Weatherly, this was not a one time gift or oc-
casional favor, but a lifetime of service and
commitment that continues today. | am proud
that the Mississippi State University Alumni
Association has so properly bestowed this
honor on him.

———

TWO SIKHS ACQUITTED IN AIR
INDIA CASE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, March 17, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | was pleased to
learn that this past Wednesday, two Sikhs
named Ajaib Singh Bagri and Ripudaman
Singh Malik, who were accused of carrying out
the 1985 Air India bombing, were acquitted.
These Sikhs were found innocent because the
witnesses against them were not believable.

The Indian government has maintained for
20 years that the Sikhs were responsible for
the Air India disaster and has used it as an
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excuse to kill Sikhs and tighten the repression
against them. Now it is clear that they were
not responsible.

Why did India grant a loan of $2 million to
the main financial backer of the organization
that carried out the bombing? Why did Indian
operatives approach Lal Singh, offering him “2
million dollars and settlement in a nice coun-
try” if he would offer false testimony against
the two accused Sikhs? Why did the Consul
General of India in Toronto call in a detailed
description of the disaster just hours later
when it took the Canadian investigators weeks
to find that information? How did he know so
much? Why was the Consul General later ex-
pelled?

His successor as Consul General was
quoted as saying that Sikhs who support
Khalistan, the independent Sikh homeland, are
terrorists, but the movement for Sikh inde-
pendence is led by the Council of Khalistan,
which is committed to achieving an inde-
pendent Khalistan by peaceful, democratic,
nonviolent means.

The book Soft Target, which is the definitive
account of the Air India case, quotes a Cana-
dian Security Investigative Service investigator
as saying, “If you really want to clear the inci-
dents quickly, take vans down to the Indian
High Commission and the consulates in To-
ronto and Vancouver, load up everybody and
take them down for questioning. We know it
and they know it that they are involved.” And
the acquittal of the Sikhs accused just pro-
vides further substantiation of India’s guilt.

Mr. Speaker, this country must not support
terrorism. We cannot support the people who
bombed the Air India airliner and killed 329 in-
nocent people, especially at a time when we
are fighting terrorism around the world. It is
time to cut off all our aid and trade with India
and support freedom and self-determination
for all the nations struggling for their independ-
ence in South Asia. That is the best way to
establish peace, freedom, security, and dignity
for all in that troubled region of the world.

| would like to insert the press release on
the acquittal of these two Sikhs from the
Council of Khalistan into the RECORD, Mr.
Speaker. | believe it will clearly show who is
responsible for this terrible act of terrorism.
MALIK, BAGRI ACQUITTED OF ALL CHARGES IN

AIR INDIA CASE
JUSTICE HAS BEEN DONE DESPITE PRESSURE
FROM INDIAN REGIME

WASHINGTON, DC, March 16, 2005.
Ripudaman Singh Malik and Ajaib Singh
Bagri have been acquitted of all charges in
the Air India bombing case, in a major re-
buke to the Indian regime. Malik and Bagri
were found not guilty today in the deaths of
329 people who perished when Air India
Flight 182 was brought down by a bomb on
June 23, 1985 in Canada’s worst case of mass
murder. Justice Ian Josephson delivered the
verdicts this afternoon, saying he didn’t be-
lieve many of the witnesses.

“Justice has been done for these Sikhs,”
said Dr. Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of
the Council of Khalistan, which leads the
Sikh struggle for independence. ‘‘Despite the
effort of the Indian government to blame
these Sikhs for its own acts, they have been
found innocent. This is a major setback for
the Hindustani regime,” he said. Canadian
Member of Parliament wrote in 1989 that the
Canadian government had spent $60 million
on the case. ““On behalf of over 600,000 Sikhs
in Canada and the 25 million Sikhs world-
wide, we would like to express our gratitude
to Judge Josephson for doing the right thing
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and not caving in to the pressure of the In-
dian government,’”” Dr. Aulakh said.

Air India flight 182 was blown up off Ire-
land in 1985. It was on its way from Toronto
to Bombay. It was supposed to be blown up
at the London airport when no passengers
would be aboard, but due to delays it blew up
over Ireland. The book Soft Target by Cana-
dian journalists Zuhair Kashmeri of the To-
ronto Globe and Mail and Brian McAndrew of
the Toronto Star exposed India’s responsi-
bility for this bombing. In the book,
Kashmeri and McAndrew quoted a Canadian
Security Investigative Service (CSIS) inves-
tigator as saying, “If you really want to
clear the incidents quickly, take vans down
to the Indian High Commission and the con-
sulates in Toronto and Vancouver, load up
everybody and take them down for ques-
tioning. We know it and they know it that
they are involved.”

The book shows that within hours after the
flight was blown up, the Indian Consul Gen-
eral in Toronto, Surinder Malik (no relation
to Ripudaman Singh Malik), called in a de-
tailed description of the bombing and the
names of those he said were involved, infor-
mation that the Canadian government didn’t
discover until weeks later. Mr. Malik said to
look on the passenger manifest for the name
“L. Singh.” This would turn out to be Lal
Singh, who told the press that he was offered
“two million dollars and settlement in a nice
country’ by the Indian regime to give false
testimony in the case.

In his book Betrayal: The Spy Canada
Abandoned, Member of Parliament David
Kilgour wrote that Canadian-Polish double
agent Ryszard Paszkowski was approached
to join a plot to carry out a second bombing.
The people who approached Paszkowski were
connected to the Indian government.

The main backer of the group that was
supposedly behind the Air India bombing had
received a $2 million loan from the State
Bank of India just before the plane was at-
tacked, according to Soft Target. The year
after the bombing, three Indian consuls gen-
eral were asked to leave the country. At the
time of the bombing, the Congress Party
needed the Sikhs as scapegoats to win votes
on a law-and-order platform. The attack also
served as justification for the government to
shed more Sikh blood.

The Indian government has murdered over
250,000 Sikhs since 1984, more than 300,000
Christians since 1948, over 90,000 Muslims in
Kashmir since 1988, and tens of thousands of
Tamils, Assamese,

Manipuris, Dalits, Bodos, and others. The
Indian Supreme Court called the Indian gov-
ernment’s murders of Sikhs ‘“‘worse than a
genocide.” According to a report by the
Movement Against State Repression
(MASR), 52,268 Sikhs and tens of thousands
of other minorities are being held as polit-
ical prisoners in India without charge or
trial. Some have been in illegal custody
since 1984! We demand the immediate release
of all these political prisoners.

The Sikh Nation declared its independence
from India on October 7, 1987 and formed the
Council of Khalistan at that time to lead the
struggle for independence. When India be-
came independent, Sikhs were equal partners
in the transfer of power and were to receive
their own state, but the weak and ignorant
Sikh leaders of the time were tricked into
staying with India on the promise that they
would have ‘‘the glow of freedom’ and no
law affecting the Sikhs would pass without
their consent. Sikhs ruled an independent
and sovereign Punjab from 1710 to 1716 and
again from 1765 to 1849 and were recognized
by most of the countries of the world at that
time. Sikhs do not accept the Indian con-
stitution. No Sikh representative has ever
signed it.
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