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IN HONOR OF ROBERT BRANDT

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise today to honor and pay
tribute to Robert Brandt upon his nomination
as a Jefferson Award finalist. For nearly 19
years, Mr. Brandt has aided Delawareans con-
fronting personal crisis. Mr. Brandt has logged
over 8,000 hours of volunteer service and over
3,000 hours as a help line listener.

Mr. Brandt's tireless dedication to the well
being of others is an inspiration to all Ameri-
cans. Mr. Brandt has touched the lives of
countless individuals as one of the organiza-
tions most committed rape crisis volunteers.
He is a most worthy candidate for the Jeffer-
son Award and a truly outstanding Dela-
warean.

Mr. Speaker, | commend and congratulate
Mr. Ellison upon his nomination as a finalist
for the Jefferson Award. Mr. Brandt’s selfless-
ness serves as an example to us all.

A TRIBUTE TO MAGGIE HARVEY
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Maggie Harvey who has committed herself
strengthening her community and has had an
accomplished thirty-year career in finance.

Maggie was born in Georgetown, Guyana.
The second of two girls and two boys, she
was born to Uric and Gwendoline Harris-
Haynes. She was baptized in St. George Ca-
thedral.

During her early years, she was dedicated
as a soldier in the Salvation Army and wor-
shiped at the Citadel Corp. She received her
early education and professional training in
Guyana and upon graduation, accepted the
position of personal secretary to the Divisional
Commander of the Salvation Army.

In 1970, she immigrated to the United
States and married Ronald Harvey, who is
also Guyanese. Maggie and Ronald have
three daughters.

During her 30 years of employment with JP
Morgan Chase & Co., she has worked in var-
ious departments of the bank. Presently, she
is in the Legal Department, Corporate Compli-
ance/Money Laundering and Foreign Assets
Control.

In 1988, she was received into fellowship at
Miracle Temple Ministries in Brooklyn (for-
merly Church of the First Born), where Bishop
E. Stewart is the Pastor. She serves on the
Bishop’s Anniversary Committee and also has
responsibility for the Church’s weekly bulletin.

She is also a Home League Member of the
Salvation Army Bedford Temple Corp. in
Brooklyn. Members of the organization sew
handmade blankets, lap throws, cosmetic
bags for personal items and smocks, which
are given to the homeless, sick and nursing
home shut-ins. Maggie finds this work very re-
warding, and takes a leading role in the orga-
nization as the Service Chairperson for the
Home Leaguers. She looks forward to doing
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greater things through Christ, which strength-
ens her.

Mr. Speaker, Maggie Harvey has served her
community while launching a successful ca-
reer in the financial industry. As such, she is
more than worthy of receiving our recognition
today and | urge my colleagues to join me in
honoring this truly remarkable person.

—

CONGRATULATING JAMES CONLON
JR. AS HE IS NAMED MAN OF
THE YEAR BY THE GREATER
PITTSTON FRIENDLY SONS OF
ST. PATRICK

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to ask you and my esteemed colleagues in the
House of Representatives to pay tribute to
James Conlon Jr. as he receives the Man of
the Year Award from the Greater Pittston
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick on St. Patrick’s
Day, March 17, 2005.

Mr. Conlon is a lifelong resident of
Inkerman. He is the son of the late James and
Mary McAndrew Conlon. James graduated
from Jenkins Township High School in 1944
and was drafted into the Army the following
September. He served overseas with the Third
Army, 90th Division, fighting in campaigns in
Central Europe and Rhineland, Germany.

In 1956, James took a position with the
Wilkes-Barre Record and worked there until
1978, when unionized workers went on strike
and formed The Citizens’ Voice newspaper.
He was a member of the board of directors of
The Citizens’ Voice and was foreman of the
plate department until he retired in 1989.

James has been a member of the Jenkins
Township Volunteer Fire Department since
1948 and served as Fire Chief from 1970
through 1991. He also belonged to the
Luzerne County Fire Chiefs Association and
the Greater Pittston Mutual Aid.

James is a member of the Greater Pittston
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick, Fox Hill Country
Club, Knights of Columbus JFK Council #372
as Fourth Degree Knight, and a lifelong mem-
ber of St. Mark’s Church in Inkerman.

James and his wife, the former Jean
McGarry, celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary last year. The couple has five children:
James lll, Mary Jo Pacchioni, William, Robert
and Maureen Fetchko. They have seven
grandchildren: Kathryn, James IV, Kelly, Mary
Kate, William Jr., Michael and Megan.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in congratu-
lating James Conlon Jr. upon being named
Man of the Year by the Greater Pittston
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.

————
HONORING THE DEDICATION OF
HARLANDALE INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD MEM-
BER JOSHUA J. CERNA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the dedication of Harlandale Inde-
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pendent School District Board Member Joseph
J. Cerna, of my Congressional District for a
lifetime of distinguished public service.

Mr. Cerna is a San Antonio native and a
graduate of Harlandale High School. He re-
ceived a Bachelor’s of Science Degree at Mis-
sissippi State University. Currently he is serv-
ing his community as an educator, contributing
much of his time and efforts to educational
matters.

Joshua Cerna was elected to District 1
Board of Trustees in 2002, and through his
years of service he has held the position of
the Board’s Vice President, Secretary, and
currently he serves as President. His active
role in the District has led him to join various
committees such as the Building Committee,
Finance Committee, and for the past three
years he has been the Chairman of the Cur-
riculum Committee.

Mr. Cerna was one of the architects of the
Bexar County School Board Coalition, which
brings together different School Board leaders
to communicate ideas that will lead to a higher
level of education for students, parents, and
teachers. He also serves as a member of the
TASB Legislative Advisory Council, and TASB
School Board Advisory network.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have had this
opportunity to thank Harlandale Independent
School District Board President Joshua J.
Cerna for all he has done in my community.

TRIBUTE TO DAWN STALEY

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor Dawn Staley, a three-time Olym-
pic and World Championship gold medalist
who is also the outstanding coach of the Tem-
ple University women’s basketball team. The
team, the Temple Women’s Owls, just last
week captured the Atlantic Ten Conference
NCCA tournament championship. The Owls
team has won a school record 27 games
which includes the last 24 which represents
the longest current winning streak for any Divi-
sion | basketball team, men’s or women’s.

As a member of the 2004 U.S. Olympic
team Ms. Staley was voted by other U.S. team
Olympic captains to carry the flag and lead the
U.S. delegation into the coliseum, in Athens,
Greece. A fixture on U.S. basketball teams
since the 1989 Junior World Championship,
she competed in the old American Basketball
League (ABL) from 1997—1999 where she was
a two-time all ABL honoree. She is also just
one of three University of Virginia Cavaliers to
have their number retired. She twice was
named National Player of the Year, during her
junior and senior seasons at UVA.

Born in North Philadelphia, as a young girl
Ms. Staley played basketball with the boys as
a way of staying out of trouble. She attended
Dobbins High School and the University of Vir-
ginia, where she was all-American. As a
sports phenomenon she strives to be the role
model that she says she was in search of as
a child. In 1996 she created the Dawn Staley
Foundation whose mission is to create a fu-
ture of hope for at-risk youth by providing op-
portunities to help them realize their dreams
and become productive and responsible citi-
zens. Because of her efforts to give back to
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her community she was awarded the 1998
American Red Cross Spectrum Award and
she also received the 1999 WNBA Entrepre-
neurial Spirit Award.

Dawn Staley is an outstanding athlete,
coach and inspiration. She is a champion in
the truest sense of the word.

RECOGNIZING TOM HARPOOL FOR
HIS ENDLESS COMMUNITY SERV-
ICE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Tom Harpool, from Denton, Texas,
in the heart of the 26th Congressional District
of Texas, for his dedicated service to the com-
munity.

Tom Harpool makes helping his community
a high priority in his life. He has spent so
much of his time dedicated to assisting others
in throughout the community. From education
to banking, Tom Harpool has made a dif-
ference in our lives.

In 1954, Mr. Harpool began the first of six
terms on the Denton Independent School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees serving as its board
president from 1969 until 1973. Mr. Harpool
has also been a part of the United Way of
Denton County, Boy Scouts of America, 4—-H
Club and Saint Andrew Presbyterian Church
for years. In addition, Mr. Harpool has served
on the boards of a local bank and savings &
loan before becoming a board member of the
Upper Trinity River Authority.

In his own, Mr. Harpool has become a
“Master Gardener” and enjoys sharing this
hobby with the community through a gar-
dening organization. He has been an active
member of the Kiwanis Club for over 50 years
and dutifully served on their board. Mr.
Harpool has even dabbled in politics by being
an active supporter of many candidates in
both local and national races.

| am proud to represent Tom Harpool—a
man who has given so much back to his com-
munity. Mr. Harpool’s advice, council and sup-
port to the community, whether directly or indi-
rectly, over the years, are certainly something
for which to be thankful. | am grateful that can
represent such wonderful citizens like Mr.
Harpool.

————

TRIBUTE TO TEMPLE BETH JACOB
ON THE OCCASION OF THE SEV-
ENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF
ITS FOUNDING

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Temple Beth Jacob as it celebrates the
75th anniversary of its founding. As the oldest
congregation on the San Francisco Peninsula,
Temple Beth Jacob stands as a testament to
the long tradition of involvement of the Jewish
community in the religious and public life in
the Bay Area.

Founded in 1930, Temple Beth Jacob was
the first Jewish religious institution created be-
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tween the cities of San Francisco and San
Jose. Its membership today is burgeoning with
a vibrant congregation of more than 450 fami-
lies from throughout the Peninsula to worship,
to learn, and to strengthen both the Jewish
community and the Bay Area community as a
whole.

The congregation is led by Rabbi Nathaniel
Ezray, who is now in his tenth year as the
head of this congregation. Over the years,
he’s demonstrated a sincere commitment to
translating the lessons of faith into actions that
will benefit the community. In a 1995 inter-
view, he said, “What's compelling for me is
the social justice of Judaism. | want our con-
gregation to respond together to domestic vio-
lence, AIDS, black-Jewish relations. My pas-
sion is teaching, but the pulpit allows me the
opportunity to teach in many different ways
and to create meaning and relevance.” He
lives with his wife, Mimi, and their daughter,
Emily, and son, Ethan, in Redwood City.

In the decades before Rabbi Ezray began at
the synagogue, Rabbi H. David Teitelbaum led
the congregation at Temple Beth Jacob for 38
years. Under his leadership, the congregation
grew from only 100 active families to its
present size of nearly four times that number.
A longtime advocate for civil rights, Rabbi
Teitelbaum traveled to Selma, Alabama in the
1960’s to march with Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., believing that the history of persecution of
the Jewish people creates in them a special
obligation to protect the human rights of all.
He continues to serve as a beacon for the
community and his former congregation in his
current role as Executive Director of the Board
of Rabbis of Northern California.

Temple Beth Jacob has a long tradition of
coordinating with other religious institutions in
the Bay Area to provide vital services to the
community at large. In addition to providing a
school and a pre-school to the community,
Temple Beth Jacob’s efforts have helped to
house the homeless through the Interfaith
Homeless Network and feed the hungry
through the Urban Ministry’s “Breaking Bread”
program. They are annual cosponsors of the
Martin Luther King observance in Redwood
City, and have hosted the event over the
years. All told, Temple Beth Jacob is a model
of dedicated community action.

Mr. Speaker, I'm proud to honor Temple
Beth Jacob as it celebrates its 75th anniver-
sary. After three quarters of a century, Temple
Beth Jacob remains a source of pride for the
Peninsula, and promises to be a center of our
community for decades to come.

———

UNITED STATES AND RUSSIA
ENERGY DIALOG

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 16, 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, much atten-
tion has been paid to the recent conversations
President Bush and President Putin have had
about democracy. Less attention has been
paid to their other discussions regarding mar-
ket economics, supply and demand, and U.S.
energy security.

Although there are varying ideas in Amer-
ican political discourse about the proper role
of government, in the post-September 11th
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world there can be no disagreement that our
government’s main concern is security of
American citizens. National security discus-
sions usually focus on threats to public safety,
but | would like to call attention to a less-no-
ticed facet of American security: the impor-
tance of our energy security. One of the great
strengths of our nation is our access to afford-
able, reliable energy. Safeguarding that en-
ergy security means ensuring that access to
energy continues.

In earlier Administrations, energy policies
concentrated on lowering the United States’
increasing dependence on imported oil. But
the oil embargo of 1973 changed America’s
approach to energy policy. The focus shifted
to reducing dependence on other countries to
meet our energy needs and to minimizing the
economic impact of future oil disruptions. The
measures put in place (enhanced energy effi-
ciency, increased industrial fuel switching ca-
pabilities, decreased use of oil for power gen-
eration, and others) altered America’s use of
energy by decoupling energy growth from
GDP growth and decreasing our average en-
ergy intensity, important factors in making the
U.S. less vulnerable to oil supply disruptions.
Other measures such as developing strategic
stocks (building and filling the strategic petro-
leum reserve, or SPR), developing inter-
national institutions to respond collectively to
energy disruptions, and diversifying the
sources of oil imported into the United States
have brought more certainty and stability to
the energy market. While energy security poli-
cies have not stopped oil disruptions (nor
stopped the growth of oil imports which are at
58 percent of to day’s consumption) they have
enhanced our ability cope with disruptions
while limiting economic and market impacts.

Diversifying the sources of energy refers to
both fuel and geographic diversity, as well as
work to develop other types of energy sup-
plies. Increasingly, America is looking to im-
ports of liquefied natural gas (LNG) to fill the
supply gap with diverse, reliable, long-term
supplies as United States demand increases,
domestic supplies decrease and imports from
Canada stabilize. The Bush Administration has
identified liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports
as one important way to decrease our over-
dependence on a small number of countries.

Russia plays an important role in both gas
and oil markets, as the location of the world’s
largest gas reserves and the world’s largest
producer and exporter. In the international oil
market, Russia is challenging Saudi Arabia as
the largest crude oil producer. The Bush Ad-
ministration recognized Russia’s increased im-
portance in energy markets, and launched an
energy dialogue in May 2002 to enhance
United States investment opportunities in Rus-
sia and to enhance Russian opportunities for
energy trade with the United States.

Results under the Energy Dialogue have
been mixed. American company investment
opportunities in Russia have been dampened
by recent events. Despite President Putin’s at-
tempts to mollify the international investment
community by indicating that Russia is open to
foreign investment, the Russian investment
environment has deteriorated through actions
undermining the rule of law and contract sanc-
tity such as renationalizing oil assets and lim-
iting bidding on strategic leases in oil, gas,
and mining sectors. U.S.-Russian oil trade,
however, has been stymied through lack of
Russian infrastructure (a deepwater port that
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