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community. On the occasion of this 20th An-
nual Leadership Conference, | ask my col-
leagues to join me in acknowledging this out-
standing and distinguished organization.

———

JOB TRAINING IMPROVEMENT ACT
OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 2, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 27) to enhance
the workforce investment system of the Na-
tion by strengthening one-stop career cen-
ters, providing for more effective governance
arrangements, promoting access to a more
comprehensive array of employment, train-
ing, and related services, establishing a tar-
geted approach to serving youth, and im-
proving performance accountability, and for
other purposes:

Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Chairman, while | did
not support the Workforce Investment Act Re-
authorization bill that was passed by this body,
| would like to thank Chairman BOEHNER, as
well as the Republican and Democratic Com-
mittee staffs, for assisting me in adding two
significant amendments to the bill.

The first of these amendments relates to do-
mestic microcredit, and ensures that local one-
stop centers may use funding to provide infor-
mation about the benefits of microcredit lend-
ing, and the local institutions that provide such
loans, to individuals partaking in entrepre-
neurial training. The second amendment cre-
ates a demonstration project which will provide
funds to industry consortia for the purpose of
workforce training and development. Busi-
nesses, institutions of higher education, em-
ployee representatives, and workforce devel-
opment community-based organizations within
an industry will be able to join together to
identify and address workforce needs within
their given industry. These funds can be used
to advance worker skills, conduct analyses of
skill deficiencies and plans to address them,
and develop rigorous training and education
programs related to employment in high-
growth, high-wage industries. The amendment
creates a “win-win” for employers and em-
ployees, as it would help employers improve
their workforce, and allow employees to obtain
the skills necessary to advance their careers.

Again, | feel strongly that these amend-
ments will result in positive changes to current
law, and | thank Chairman BOEHNER as well
as the Republican and Democratic staffs of
the Education and the Workforce Committee
for their assistance.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on Thursday,
March 3, 2005, | had left the chamber after
the voice vote on the final passage of H.R.
841, the Continuity in Representation Act,
thinking that congressional business had
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ended for the day. | did not know that subse-
quently the vote was vacated and a rollcall
vote was called. At that time | was on my way
to Dulles Airport to fly back to my congres-
sional district. If 1 had been present, | would
have voted “aye” on final passage (rollcall
vote 52).

———
HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF UNITED INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD PRESI-
DENT JOHN M. BRUCE

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the important contribution of United
Independent School District Board of Trustees
President John Bruce in Laredo, TX in my
Congressional District.

John Bruce is the President of the U.I.S.D.
Board of Trustees. Bruce decided to make a
run for elected office because he did not
agree with some of the decisions the Board
was making. Armed with that motivation, he
ran for and was elected to the board in May
2002. “It's been a challenging and interesting
experience,” Bruce said. “I've met a lot of fine
people.”

John Bruce is the Director of the Laredo Job
Corps, an education training facility. As Center
Director of Laredo Job Corps, Bruce oversees
an organization with an annual budget of
$5,500,000. Bruce is also a certified commis-
sioned peace officer and a licensed law en-
forcement instructor. He is a certified k-9
trainer, a member of the Sheriff's Department
SWAT team, and is a former Special Forces
Operations officer in the U.S. Army Reserve.

Bruce ran on the platform of safety in our
schools. He initiated the K-9 Patrol Program
in UISD to help curtail drug and gang activity
at district campuses. Job Corps recently do-
nated two K—9s, which saved the district near-
ly $12,000.

Bruce has a Bachelor of Arts degree in jour-
nalism and history from Texas A & | University
in Kingsville. He is also a licensed customs
broker. Bruce has held numerous positions in
several civic and community organizations. He
was a member of the 2001 UISD Blue Ribbon
Committee, he was vice president of the
United High School Booster Club, and Bruce
also serves as an advisor to Explorer Post
437. He is a member of the Laredo Masonic
Lodge, the Laredo Shriners, and the Elks
Lodge.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have this oppor-
tunity to recognize United Independent School
District Board President John M. Bruce.

TRIBUTE TO ELENA ANUZIS

HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, last week,
the State of Michigan and Detroit area com-
munity lost a member whose life was charac-
terized by an altruistic commitment to her fel-
low human beings.
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As the youngest daughter of a mill owner
and a loving mother, Elena Anuzis was born
in Lithuania in 1920, where she grew up in a
peaceful country home with three sisters and
a brother. But shortly after she married
Ceslovas Anuzis, their peaceful life together
was ravaged by World War Il and the Soviet
Union’s subsequent occupation of their nation.
Fearful for their lives, Elena and Ceslovas fled
their country and traveled to the United States,
specifically to Michigan, where they settled in
Detroit and raised their four children—Ausra,
Gailute, Saulius and Andrius.

Elena, along with her husband, is honored
by the state of Israel as “Righteous Among
the Nations,” an honor bestowed to individuals
who risked their lives to rescue Jews from the
holocaust. Although their means were meager,
they were willing to shelter Hasia Green-
Gaslevitz, sent to them by a Catholic Nun
from a nearby monastery. There is evidence
the couple helped others. They rescued two
Jewish girls from the Vilna Ghetto and found
shelter for them at the home of a pharmacist
in Lyda. They also provided false documenta-
tion for other Ghetto escapees.

Mr. Speaker, every day Americans live ex-
traordinary lives, and Elena Anuzis exemplifies
their quiet courage and sublime virtue. She tri-
umphed over momentous trials and tribu-
lations and, despite witnessing the horrors of
inhumanity, she never ceased espying, eyeing
and elevating the best in everyone; and, in es-
sence and act, generously giving of her heart
and soul to her fellow human beings. Let us
then all pause to honor Elena; and extend our
deepest condolences to her loved ones.

———

CELEBRATING THE 90TH BIRTH-
DAY OF LCDR ISRAEL G. “TEX”
SEEGER, USNR (RET.)

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the 90th birthday of Israel G.
“Tex” Seeger and to honor his great contribu-
tions to the United States. Tex turns 90 on
March 21, 2005, and he will celebrate this mo-
mentous occasion on March 26, 2005 at a
special dinner with family and friends.

Tex’s courage and brave dedication have
made our country and the great State of New
York extremely proud. Tex volunteered for the
United States Navy on June 30, 1941. After
graduating second in a class of 500, from the
U.S. Navy V-7 Midshipman Training Program,
Tex was awarded an officers sword for
achieving the highest grade in engineering for
deck midshipmen. Tex began his service as
Deck Division Officer and Boat Group Com-
mander aboard the USS Edward Rutledge, an
attack transport, during the invasion of North
Africa. He then went on to serve as Oper-
ations Officer aboard the USS Harry Lee, an-
other attack transport, during the invasion of
Sicily, Tarawa, Kwajelein, and New Guinea.

In May of 1944, Tex was one of 50 Naval
Officers selected to take the Preparatory Staff
Course at the Naval War College. Following
his graduation, Tex served as Operations Offi-
cer and Flag Secretary on the Staff of Rear
Admiral Oscar C. Badger, where his duties in-
cluded preparing contingency operation plans
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for the Fast Battleship Striking Force, the
Divisionary Bombardment on the southern
coast of Okinawa prior to the invasion at
Naha, and the shore bombardments carried
out on the Japanese islands of Hokkaido and
Honshu. Tex also established the Pacific Fleet
Headquarters at the Yokosuka Naval Base
Administration Building, where an impressive
flag raising ceremony for Admiral Nimitz took
place on August 30, 1945.

On September 30, 1945, Tex was separated
from the Navy and subsequently received the
citation and award of the Bronze Star Medal
from Admiral Halsey. On January 1, 1949, Tex
was promoted to the permanent rank of Lieu-
tenant Commander, and he was retired in that
rank in 1954.

Tex continued his commitment to service
through his role as Judge Advocate and as a
Director of the U.S. Navy League, New York
Council. Tex currently resides in Manhasset,
New York, and although he claims to be semi-
retired, he is still an active member of the New
York bar and is engaged in the practice of law
in New York.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Israel G. “Tex”
Seeger for his years of dedicated service to
this country. Tex’s integrity, bravery, and stat-
ure have certainly made a significant impres-
sion on the great many lives he has touched.
In recognition of this, | ask my colleagues in
the House of Representatives to please join
me in honoring Israel G. “Tex” Seeger as he
celebrates his 90th birthday.

——————
HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF LAREDO INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD MEM-
BER GEORGE M. BECKELHYMER

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the contributions of Laredo Independent
School District Board Member George M.
Beckelhymer, of my Congressional District in
Laredo, Texas.

Mr. Beckelhymer graduated from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin, earning his bachelor’s
degree in radio, television, and film. After
graduation he decided to venture into the busi-
ness world, and he became part owner of L.
Bufalo Pawn Shop.

In May 2002 he was elected to District 4 of
the LISD Board of Trustees, and currently
serves as Secretary of the Board. His District
includes Sanchez/Ochoa Elementary, Alma
Pierce Elementary, K. Tarver Elementary, and
J.W. Nixon High School. Mr. Beckelhymer be-
lieves in working together with all of the ap-
pointed Trustees to create a good working en-
vironment between faculty, parents, and chil-
dren.

Mr. Beckelhymer enjoys working for the
community, and is an active member of the
Citizens Environmental Advisory Committee in
the City of Laredo. Beckelhymer hopes to en-
sure that all students receive the best quality
education to prepare them for the future, and
he is proud that he is able to help the commu-
nity move in a positive direction.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have had the
opportunity to honor Laredo Independent
School District Board Member George M.
Beckelhymer.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER

OF MISSOURI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday
March 8, 2005, | was unable to cast my vote
on H. Res. 133 and H. Res. 122. Had | been
present, | would have voted “yea” on rolicall
53, 54, and 55.

———

THE WALNUT CANYON STUDY ACT
OF 2005

HON. RICK RENZI

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. RENZI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to in-
troduce the Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2005.

The Walnut Canyon National Monument
was originally designated by Presidential proc-
lamation on November 30, 1915, to protect
Sinaguan cliff dwellings. Since the original
designation, the Walnut Canyon National
Monument has been expanded to include
3,580 acres to protect additional ruins adja-
cent to the Monument.

In the past few years, several groups have
proposed expanding the Monument with sur-
rounding Forest Service land and designating
this expanded area as a National Park. To fur-
ther explore the options of the Walnut Canyon
National Monument and potential inclusion of
this expanded area, along with Senator
MCcCAIN, | have introduced the Walnut Canyon
Study Act.

The Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2005 di-
rects the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agrculture to jointly conduct a study
on the management of certain land adjacent to
the Walnut Canyon National Monument.

Coconino County and the City of Flagstaff
have both passed resolutions supporting fur-
ther review and study of the management op-
tions for the Walnut Canyon National Monu-
ment. In both resolutions, support for maintain-
ing certain public uses in the Monument was
relayed, as well as the need for the protection
of the resources in the Monument.

Mr. Speaker, this legislation provides for
public input into any recommendation that is
forwarded by the Secretary of the Interior and
the Secretary of Agriculture. Within the study,
the legislation requires the Secretaries to look
at the management objectives of the Forest
Service and the National Park Service, as well
as the opportunities for maintaining existing
public uses, such as grazing, hunting, moun-
tain biking, rock climbing and additional forms
of recreation.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my colleagues to sup-
port the Walnut Canyon Study Act of 2005. My
intent in introducing this legislation is to help
resolve the question of future management of
the Walnut Canyon National Monument.
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HONORING THE POLK COUNTY EN-
TERPRISE ON THEIR 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today, to honor and congratulate the Polk
County Enterprise on their centennial anniver-
sary, which they are celebrating throughout
this year. The Polk County Enterprise has
been a faithful banner of news and source of
record for generations of residents in East
Texas. From a humble founding by young en-
trepreneur Will West in the fall of 1904 the
Polk County Enterprise and its parent com-
pany Polk County Publishing has grown to a
circulation of over 60,000 including seven
weekly and bi-weekly newspapers, three shop-
pers, and two job-printing operations.

Throughout its 100 year history, the paper
has had only 16 publishers. Mr. Alvin Holley,
the current publisher of the Polk County Enter-
prise has served in his post for the last thirty
years—the longest of any publisher at the En-
terprise. | am pleased to report he has no
plans to retire anytime soon.

Mr. Holley got his start in the newspaper
business as a paperboy for the Corsicana
Daily Sun. The papers sold for a nickel each,
Holley’s profit was two cents per paper. That
may not seem like much by today’s stand-
ards—but back then a movie show cost only
nine cents.

Mr. Holley stayed in the newspaper busi-
ness—and after high school worked in the
newspaper’s business office and occasionally
was assigned news stories. He was named
the advertising manager in 1963 and served
there until 1972 when he took a position with
the Polk County Enterprise. Two short years
later, Holley bought the Enterprise and re-
mains its publisher to this day.

Mr. Holley credits his paper’s success to the
employees that keep the presses running. In a
recent interview, Holley estimated that the
combined years of service of current employ-
ees exceeds 430 years and that the average
length of service is 14 years. That says a lot.

The men and women of the Polk County
Enterprise and Polk County Publishing Com-
pany not only love what they do for a living,
but also obviously love their community.

From the days of Linotype to today’s high
speed desk top computers, the Polk County
Enterprise has covered all of the happenings
in East Texas.

With a loyal staff and publisher who is just
as likely to be caught working at the news
desk or delivery bays as he is his private of-
fice—l am confident the Enterprise has many
more exciting years in store.

Mr. Speaker, our nation’s hometown com-
munity newspapers have been the trusted
source of news Americans have depended on
since our nation’s earliest beginnings. The
Polk County Enterprise has a proud legacy
and it is an honor to represent the commu-
nities they serve in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives. | urge you to join me in congratu-
lating the Polk County Enterprise on their
100th anniversary.
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