March 8, 2005

Millions of Americans are unemployed today
and finding it harder to get a job. According to
the Minnesota Department of Employment and
Economic Development, job seekers in Min-
nesota still out-number unfilled jobs by two-to-
one.

Unfortunately, H.R. 27 does nothing to put
people back to work. It doesn’t shorten the
lists of people waiting to use the resources at
my one stops. It won’t meet the needs of the
approximately 8,000 Minnesota youth who
can’t get WIA job-related services every year.
Instead, this bill unravels the very programs
that ensure these workers have the skills and
training they need to find high paying, long-
term jobs.

H.R. 27 eliminates targeted programs de-
signed to help both dislocated workers and
unemployed adults find a job. It block grants
dedicated assistance forcing low-income work-
ers and welfare recipients to compete with dis-
located workers for the same limited federal
resources.

This bill eliminates dedicated funding for job
search services, like Minnesota’s Job Bank,
which assists thousands of Minnesotans. This
funding supports a rapid response system that
meets the immediate needs of workers af-
fected by mass layoffs. These changes threat-
en to break apart Minnesota’s statewide work-
force development system at the very time
when these services are needed most to help
unemployed workers find jobs.

In addition, H.R. 27 does nothing to ensure
that these limited funds are used for training.
It allows governors to take money away from
adult education and veterans’ job programs
and use it to cover bureaucratic costs. Sadly,
it also restricts youth funding to out-of-school
youth. This will devastate the Building Lives
Program, which Ramsey County uses to pro-
vide job training services to troubled teens
during school hours.

Most concerning, however, is that this bill
repeals basic civil rights protections for em-
ployees of job training programs by allowing
organizations that receive Federal job-training
funds to discriminate on the basis of religion.

| speak as a person who was brought up by
a Lutheran mother and a Catholic father. | re-
member when my mother went to church to
see her little girl receive her first communion
and wasn’t made to feel welcome. | don’t want
to go back to those days. | don’t want the chil-
dren | represent to know how it feels to be
kept from fulfilling their dreams or meet their
potential because someone doesn’t like the
church, mosque or synagogue you attend.
Yet, this bill leads our country in that direction.

Mr. Chairman, | strongly believe that we
must strengthen our workforce investment sys-
tem to help Minnesotans get back to work.
H.R. 27, however, fails to meet that goal and
at the same time encourages rolling back civil
rights protections. | urge my colleagues to re-
ject this bill today.

———

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF COMAL COUNTY COMMIS-
SIONER JACK DAWSON

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of Commis-
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sioner Jack Dawson. Commissioner Dawson
is a life-long resident of Texas and a pillar of
the Comal County community.

From his first career as a computer pro-
grammer for Shell Oil to his current seat as a
Comal County Commissioner, Jack Dawson
has served his community with distinction.

Jack Dawson opened what is now Dawson
Realty with his wife Bonnie, and he has also
founded the local subdivisions first home-
owners association.

Commissioner Dawson has spent his life in
the service of the public. As the Board Presi-
dent of Canyon Lake Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, he helped to form new fire and emer-
gency services districts for the community. He
has consistently worked to improve the local
communities of Comal County and the State
of Texas.

Commissioner Jack Dawson has lived with
his wife Bonnie Dawson in Comal County
since 1976.

He is a man that understands community
needs and the value of hard work.

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize
the accomplishments of Comal County Com-
missioner Jack Dawson.

RECOGNIZING CORPORAL BARRON
SMITH AND HIS ENDLESS COM-
MUNITY SERVICE

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Corporal Barron Smith of the Flower
Mound Police Department, located in the 26th
Congressional District of Texas, for his her-
oism in saving another man’s life.

Corporal Smith, without regard to his own
life, quickly leapt into a local lake after seeing
a man beginning to drown. In the summer of
2004, Corporal Smith and his wife were camp-
ing at Grapevine Lake when they noticed a
group of people having difficulty swimming in
the lake. As two men began to go under, Cor-
poral Smith decided to jump in with a life vest
in an attempt to rescue the individuals. One
man was able to swim to a buoy just as Cor-
poral Smith reached the second man and
helped him to shore.

Corporal Smith’s act of bravery represents
the best of “Texas’ Finest.” Officers like Cor-
poral Smith are exemplary and are ideal citi-
zens. His continuing service to his community,
on-and-off duty, makes our community safer.

| am proud of the Flower Mound Police De-
partment and especially our attentive citizens,
like Corporal Smith, who commit their lives
and time to protect and serve our community
at any time, anywhere.

——————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF GUADALUPE COUNTY COM-
MISSIONER JIM WOLVERTON

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 8, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Guadalupe County Commissioner Jim
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Wolverton for the important contributions he
has made to his community.

Jim Wolverton is the son of a military family,
and was born in Frankfurt, Germany. He
moved to Texas at the age of two, and at-
tended Samuel Clemens High School and San
Antonio Junior College.

For nine years, Jim owned an electrical con-
tracting business, and learned important les-
sons about leadership and organization. He
has now put those lessons to work for the citi-
zens of Guadalupe County, to great effect.

Under his supervision, Guadalupe County
has passed legislation which greatly increased
the amount of money available for health care
for the indigent. He increased county services
such as Fire, MES, and Libraries, and super-
vised the construction of a new, fourteen mil-
lion dollar jail facility. He has worked with the
municipalities in his district to establish quality,
long-term business growth, and has worked
with organizations outside the county govern-
ment to ensure an adequate water supply for
the residents of Guadalupe County. Jim
Wolverton is an intelligent and committed pub-
lic servant, and the citizens of Guadalupe
County are better off as a result of his work.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have had this
opportunity to honor the contributions of Gua-
dalupe County Commissioner Jim Wolverton.

———

YEAR TWO OF CASTRO’S BRUTAL
CRACKDOWN IN CUBA

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2005

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of democratic reformers in
Cuba, on the second anniversary of Castro’s
brutal crackdown of pro-democracy advocates.

Two years ago, with the world’s attention
riveted on Iraq, Fidel Castro ordered his
feared State Security apparatus to round up at
least 75 of Cuba’s bravest and brightest,
prominent and lesser-known dissidents.
Among these are 28 independent journalists
and 40 Varela project workers. With sickening
speed, these men and women were paraded
before kangaroo courts and given prison sen-
tences ranging from 6 to 28 years. 61 remain
in jail.

\JNhen the Committee on International Rela-
tions met April 16, 2003 to decry this vile ab-
rogation of justice, | stated at that time: “Even
some of the most outspoken leftists, who once
saw in Fidel Castro something to admire, now
admit that Castro’s unbridled cruelty, thirst for
blood and extreme paranoia are indefensible.”

| regret to report that Castro has given me
no cause to reassess that statement.

What were the so-called crimes of these
brave men and women? Advocating democ-
racy . . . writing as independent journalists
. . . being men and women of faith . . .

Their real offense was to dare to question
the authority of a single man, Mr. Castro. The
Cuban Revolution is really about Castro’s van-
ity and pursuit of personal power. From the
beginning, Castro has shot and jailed any-
one—even his close friends—who has dared
get in the way of his personal ambition.

Dictatorships, reflecting the whims of a des-
pot, always subject their people to depriva-
tions and absurdities. The Castro regime re-
cently let a handful of its political prisoners out
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on “parole,” citing health reasons. The re-
gime’s callousness towards ailing political pris-
oners is well documented.

Now, independent Cuban journalists are re-
porting that Cuba’s prisons have been virtually
emptied of medical personnel. Why? Mr. Cas-
tro decided to send them to Venezuela and
other places to advance his personal expan-
sionist agenda.

Writing in the Spanish newspaper, El Pais,
Nobel prize winner Jose Sarampo, a Por-
tuguese communist and close friend of Castro
commented, “Cuba has won no heroic victory
by executing these three men, but it has lost
my confidence, damaged my hopes and
robbed me of illusions.”

Without anything that resembles due proc-
ess, three alleged ferry hijackers were killed
by firing squad in Cuba, while others got long
jail terms.

lllusions, as Castro lover Jose Sarampo has
only now begun to acknowledge, often persist
despite overwhelming evidence to the con-
trary.

Nowhere has this been more evident than in
the case of Castro’s Cuba.

Despite decades of credible reports of wide-
spread egregious violations of human rights,
including the pervasive use of torture and vi-
cious beatings of political prisoners by the
Cuban government, some have clung to inde-
fensibly foolish illusions of Castro’s revolution.

Despite the fact that the Cuban government
systematically denies its people the freedoms
of speech, press, assembly, and association,
and severely restricts workers’ rights, including
the right to form independent trade unions,
some have, nevertheless, clung to illusion.

Despite the fact that Castro maintains an
unimaginably vast network of surveillance by
the thugs in his secret police and Committees
for the Defense of the Revolution (CDRs)—
neighbors spying on neighbors—some con-
tinue to embrace bogus perceptions—illusions
about Cuba.

In his book, “Against All Hope, a Memoir of
Life in Castro’s Gulags” Armando Valladares,
a courageous and amazing man who spent 22
years in Cuban prisons wrote:

“The government of Cuba and defenders of
the Cuban Revolution denied that incidents
that I recount (in the book) ever happened.
Castro sympathizers, who were more subtle,
said the incidents I described were exaggera-
tions. And there were others, well meaning,
who simply could not bring themselves to be-
lieve that such horrors, crimes and torture
existed in the political prisons of Cuba.”

‘““My response to those who still try to jus-
tify Castro’s tyranny with the excuse that he
has built schools and hospitals is this: Sta-
lin, Hitler and Pinochet also built schools
and hospitals, and like Castro, they also tor-
tured and assassinated opponents. They built
concentration and extermination camps and
eradicated all liberties, committing the
worst crimes against humanity.”

‘“Unbelievably, while many non-govern-
mental organizations like Amnesty Inter-
national and America’s Watch have de-
nounced the human rights situation in Cuba,
there has been a continuing love affair on
the part of the media and many intellectuals
with Fidel Castro.”

That love affair—that illusion—seemed to
crash and burn with the onset of the current
crackdown on dissidents. The EU took action
in June 2003 by limiting high-level EU gov-
ernmental visits and inviting Cuban dis-
sidents to national day celebrations. But
their memories are short. In January of this
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year, at the initiative of the Spanish govern-
ment, the EU temporarily suspended these
measures for a six-month period.

Let me mention a few of the ones who were
summarily sentenced and remain in prison.
Omar Rodriguez Saludes, an independent
journalist known to ride his bicycle to news
conferences: 27 years. Hector Palacios, one of
the key figures promoting the Varela
Project: 25 years. Oscar Espinosa Chepe, who
wrote critical articles about the Cuban econ-
omy for the Internet: 25 years. The President
of the Independent United Confederation of
Cuban Workers (CUTC), Pedro Pablo Alvarez,
25 years. Journalist Raul Rivero and Ricardo
Gonzalez Afonso, an editor at ‘“De Cuba”
magazine, each got 20 years. The list goes on
and on.

It was a true honor to hear from Econo-
mist Morta Beatriz Rogue today, who was
sentenced to 20 years in prison and released
for health reasons in 2004. We salute her
courage to continue the fight on behalf of
those who are still in prison today.

For its part, the Bush Administration has
made its deep and abiding concern for the po-
litical prisoners and the protection of ele-
mental human rights in Cuba abundantly
clear. At the time of the crackdown, former
Secretary of State Colin Powell declared:

“In recent days the Cuban government has
undertaken the most significant act of polit-
ical repression in decades. We call on Castro
to end this despicable repression and free
these prisoners of conscience. The United
States and the international community will
be unrelenting in our insistence that Cubans
who seek peaceful change be permitted to do
s0.”

In like manner, the Congress has consist-
ently demanded the immediate release of all
the prisoners and support of the right of the
Cuban people to exercise fundamental political
and civil liberties. H. Res. 179, a resolution of-
fered by Congresswoman ROS-LEHTINEN in
April 2003, passed by a vote of 414-0, 11
present. In April of 2001, | sponsored a resolu-
tion, H. Res. 91, calling on the UN Human
Rights Commission in Geneva to condemn
Cuba’s human rights abuse and appoint a
Special Rapporteur for Cuba. While it passed,
there were a disturbing number of negative
votes. That vote was 347-44 with 22 voting
present. We have another opportunity today to
move forward a resolution offered by my Col-
league, Mr. MENENDEZ, to show that these
prisoners are not forgotten.

Fidel Castro, his brother Raul, and numer-
ous leaders of Cuba’s dictatorship, are di-
rectly responsible for crimes against human-
ity past—and present. Someday these oppres-
sors will be held to account and the people of
Cuba will live in freedom.

Note on the Varela Project: Named after a
19th century anti-slavery, pro-independence
priest, Felix Varela, the Varela Project was
a petition to the National Assembly seeking
a nationwide referendum calling for basic
human rights, an amnesty for political pris-
oners, private enterprise and election law re-
form to facilitate free and fair elections. On
May 10th of 2002, more than 11,000 signatures
were initially submitted—easily exceeding
the constitutionally prescribed 10,000. Cas-
tro, however, responded by orchestrating his
own petition drive that said Cuba’s socialist
system could not be changed, leading the
rubber stamp National Assembly to declare
Cuba’s socialist system ‘‘irrevocable’.
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RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF COMAL COUNTY COM-
MISSIONER GREGORY PARKER

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the accomplishments of Commis-
sioner Gregory Parker. Commissioner Parker
is not only the youngest Commissioner to win
a seat in Comal County, he is also the first Af-
rican American elected to this office.

Commissioner Parker is a military veteran
who has served his country through hard work
and commitment to his values.

Like many of us, Commissioner Parker had
to work his way to the top. He spent 13 years
working in the technology sector, eventually
earning the title of Director of Software Devel-
opment at Austin Data Systems.

Commissioner Parker founded Gregory
Parker Consulting in 1999, where he serves
as Senior Partner and Senior Policy Analyst. It
was here that Commissioner Parker distin-
guished himself with his commitment to the
issues important to Comal County and to the
State of Texas. He is a man who believes that
through dedicated community research, and
traditional American values, we can provide
the quality of policy that our citizens deserve.

Commissioner Gregory Parker, who resides
in New Braunfels, is also the hard working sin-
gle father of Jean Luc Parker.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to have this op-
portunity to honor the past and future accom-
plishments of Commissioner Gregory Parker.

UNITED NATIONS ORGANIZATION
MISSION IN THE DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC OF CONGO: A CASE
FOR PEACEKEEPING REFORM

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 8, 2005

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to address the recent U.N. Peacekeeping
scandal in the Democratic Republic of Congo.

We know that there have been disturbing al-
legations of sexual misconduct and exploi-
tation of refugees by U.N. peacekeepers and
civilian personnel assigned to the U.N. peace-
keeping mission in the Democratic Republic of
Congo. Human rights groups and the U.N.’s
own internal investigations have uncovered
over 150 allegations against Mission per-
sonnel. These allegations typically involve
peacekeepers’ sexual contact with Congolese
women and girls, usually in exchange for food
or small sums of money. According to the
U.N., these contacts occurred with regularity,
and many involved girls under the age of 18,
with some as young as 11-14. Even more
troubling are allegations of rape, forced pros-
titution, and demands of sex for jobs by U.N.
civilian personnel.

Some in our audience might be thinking that
apart from the more serious allegations of
rape and other sexual abuse, prostitution is
the world’s oldest profession and that it is un-
realistic to ask soldiers away from their fami-
lies to abstain from sex. This attitude of “boys
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